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THE 


ATCHIEVEMENTS 


Of the Sageand Valiant Km i 6 h t 

JON QJJ I XO TE 

DE LA MANCHA, 


PART L BOOK IV. 


C H A P. I. 

Of the new and agreeable adventure that happened to 
the curate and barber, in the brown mountain. 

1 THRICE happy and fortunate was that age which 
produced the raoii audacious knight Don Quix- 
ote de la Mancha, in coafcquence of whofe honour^ 
able refolution to reftore and revive the loft, and, as 
it were, buried order of knight-«rrantry ; we of 
thefe times, barren and unfruitml of fprightly amufe* 
n^ents, enjoy the agreeable entertainment, not only of 
his own true and delightful adventures ; but, alfo 
the intervening epifodes, which are no lefs real, art-* 
ful, and delicious, than the main hiilory itfelf^ the 
twilled, reeled, and ravelled thread of which is con- 
tinued thus : 

Juft as the cufate was ready to offer fome confola- 
tion to Cardenio, be was prevented -by ^ voice that 
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f? luted his ears in thefe mournful accents : " Would 
CL God ! I could find a place to ferve as a private 
tomb for this wearifome burthen of life, which I 
bear fo much againft my inclination ! this very fpot 
will yield me what I afk, if I can truft the folitajy 
appearance of thefe mountains. Alas ! how much 
more agreeable is the company of thefe rocks and 
thickets, which give me opportunities of co^npiain- 
ing to Heaven, than that of faithlefs man ; fmce na- 
ture hath not created one of whom I could reafon- 
ably expeG advice in difficulty,, comfort in affliftion, 
or remedy in diftrefs !" 

This exclamation was diftin£Uy overheard by the 
prleft and his company, who concluding that the 
perfon who fpoke muft be hard by, arofe to make 
further inquiry, and had not gone twenty paces, 
when behind the fragment of a rock they perceived 
a boy fitting under an afh-tree, in the habit -of a 
peafant, whofe face, a& he ftooped, in order to wafli 
his feet in a brook that murmured by him, they could 
not then fufvey. Their approach they managed 
with foftnefs and filence; while his wjiole attention 
was employed in bathing his legs, that feemed two 
cryftal pillars, which had been produced among the 
pebbles in the rill. They were furprifed at the 
whitenefs and beauty of his feet, which they could 
not believe had been formed to tread the clods, and 
follow the cattle or plough, as his drefs would have 
feemed to intimate •, and the curate who went fore- 
moft, finding himfelf ftill unperceived by the youth, 
made figns to the reft to crouch down, or hide them- 
felvcs behind a neighbouring rock. This being 
done, all three ftood gazing attentively at the appari- 
tion, which was clad in a double-fkirted grey jacket, 
girt about the middle with -. white napkin, and wore 
breeches and thofe of the fame cloth, with a grey 
hunting-cap upon his head j the hofe being pulled 
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up to the middle of his leg, which aftually feemed of 
white alabafter. Having wafhed his delicate feet, 
he wiped them with a handkerchief, which he took 
out of his cap, dnd in fo doing, lifted up his head, 
ihewing to the bye ftanders, a face of fuch exquifitc 
beauty, that Cardenio faid in a whifper to the cu- 
rate, " Since that is not Lucinda, it can be no 

• earthly, but fome celeftial being !'* The youth taking 
off his cap, and ihaking his head, a large quantity 
of hair that* Apollo himfelf might envy, flowed 
down upon his fhoulders, and difcovered to the 
fpeftators, that the fuppofed peafant was no other 
than a woman, the moil delicate and handfome that 
the curate and barber had ever beheld : or even Car- 
denio, had he not feen and been acquainted with 
Lucinda, who, alone, as he afterwards owned} could 
contend with her in beauty. Her golden locks fell 
down in fuch length and quantity, as not only co- 
vered her fiioulders, but alfo concealed every other 
part of her body except her feet : and, inftead of a 
comb, (lie made ufe of her hands, which, if her feet 
looked like cryftal in the brook, appeared among 
her hair like moulds of drifted fuow. All thefe cir- 
cumftances increafing the defire of the by-ftanders 
to know who fhe was, they refolved to fliew them- 

' felves, and at the ftir they made in advancing, the 
beauteous phantom raifed her head, and parting her 
locks with both hands, to fee what occafioned the 
noife llie heard, no fooner perceived them than flic 
ftarted up, and, without ilaying to put on her flioes» 
or tie up her hair, feized a bundle ;iiat lay by her, 
and betook herfelf to flight, full of confternation and 
furprife: but fhe had not run fix yards, when her 
delicate feet, unable to bear the rougjinefs of the 
ftones, failed under her,- and flie fell to the ground. 
This accident being perceived by the other three, 
they ran to her aflfiftange, and the curate approaching, 
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her firft, "Stay> madam, faid he, whofoever you are 5 
thofe whom you fee have no other defign than that 
of doing you fifervice : therefore, there is no neceffity 
for your attempting fuch a precipitate flight, which 
neither your own feet nor our inclination will allow. '* 
To this addrefs fhe made no reply, being quite 
aftonilhed ^nd confufed; but, the prieft taking her 
by the hand, proceeded in. this manner: "Madam, 
though your drefs concealed, your hair hath difcover- 
ed manifeft figns, that it muft be no flight caufe 
which hath fhrouded your beauty in fuch unworthy 
difguife, and brought you to thi$i folitude where it is 
our fortune to find you ; aad to ofler, if not. a cer- 
tain remedy for your misfortune, at lead our beft 
advice : for no grievance can harafs or drive the af- 
flifted to fuch extreniity, while life remains, as to 
rnake them fhut their ears againft that counfel which 
is given with the mofl: humane and benevolent in- 
tention. Wherefore, madam, or fir, or what you 
pleafe to be, recolleft yourfelf from the confufion 
in which the fight of us hath thrown you, and tell us 
the particulars of your good or evil fortune, in full 
aflTurance of finding us altogether, or each by him- 
felf, difpofed to fympathize with your affliftion." 

While the curate pronounced thefe words, the dif- 
guifed damfel ftood wrapt in attention, gazing at 
them all around, without moving her lips, or uttering 
one fyllable, like, a country villager gaping at rarities 
which he had never feen before : but the priefl: in- 
forciiig what he had faid with other arguments to 
the fame efieft, fhe heaved a profound figh, and 
broke filence, faying, "Since thefe folitary moun- 
tains have not been able to conceal me, and my loofe 
difhevelled hair allows me not to difgufe the truth, it 
•w^ould be in vain for nie to feign fuch things as your 
reafon could not believe, though your courtefy might 
excufe them. On that fuppofition> I thank you, 

8 gentle- 
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gentlemen, for your humane ofFer, which lays mc 
under the obligation of giving you all the fatisfaclion 
you defire ; though I am afraid, that the relation I 
fhall make of my misfortunes, will, inftead of com-, 
paffion, excite your difguft ; for, you willfind it im- 
poilible either to cure my woes, or teach me to bear 
them with fortitude ; but, neverthelefs, that my rc-r 
putation may not fuffer in your opinion, as you nave 
dlfcovered me to be a woman, and a young one, alone, 
and in this difguife; circumftances, which, confi- 
dered either together or apart, might prejudice my 
good name in this world ; I will freely difclofe to 
you thofe things, which, if poflible, I would have 
willingly concealed/* 

All this preamble was uttered in a breath by the 
beautiful apparition, with fuch volubility of tongue, 
and fweetnefs. of voice, that they admired her good 
fenfe as much as her beauty ; and repeating their 
proffers of fervice, as well as their intreaties, that 
fee would perform her promife ; (he, without further 
importunity,, put on her (hoes with great modefty, 
adjufted her hair, and fat down in the midd of her 
three hearers, upon a feat in the rock, where, after 
having endeavoured to reprefs a few tears that ftari- 
ed in her eyes, fhe, with a clear and deliberate voice, . 
began the ftory of her life, in this manner : 

" In this province of Andalufia, there is a place, 
from whence a certain duke, one of thofe who are. 
called grandees jof Spain, derives his title : he hath 
two fons, the eldeft of whom is heir to his eftate, 
and, in all appearance, to his good qualities r but, 
the younger inherits nothing that I know, but the 
treachery of Vellilo and the falfchood of Galalon. To 
this nobleman my parents are vaflals ; and though 
low in pedigree, fo confiderable in wealth, that if. 
their defcent was equal-to their fortune, they would, 
have had nothing knore to defire, nor I the mortifi- 
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cation of feeing tnyfelf in this diftrefs : for, I believe 
my misfortunes proceed from their defeft in point o£ 
birth, which, though not fo mean as to make them 
afhamed of their origin, is not fplendid enough ^o 
overthrow my conjeSure about the fource of my af- 
fli£i:ion : in Ihort, they are farmers, of a plain hone ft 
family, without the leaft intermixture of Moorifla 
blood, but, as the faying is, old, rufty chriftians 5 
ay, and fo rufty, that by their riches and opulent 
way of living, they arc gradually acquiring the title of 
gentlefolks, nay of .quality too ; though what they 
prized above all riches and title was their happinefs 
in having me for their daughter; and therefore, as 
they had no other child to inherit their eftate, and 
were naturally the moft afFeftionate of parents, I 
was beloved and indulged by them with the utmoft 
degree of parental fondnefs. I was the m'irrour in 
which they beheld themfelves, the ftafF of their age, 
and f}:ared with Heaven their whole attention and de- 
fires, with which, as they were pure and unblemifh- 
ed, my own perfectly correfponded ; and therefore, I 
was miftrefs of their afFedlion as well as their wealth* 
By my advice, they received and difmifled their fer- 
vants : the tale and account of what was both fowed _ 
and reaped pafled. through my hands. I managed 
the oil-mills, the vineyards, the herds and the flocks,^ 
the bee-hives,, and every thing that fuch a rich farmer 
as my father may be fuppofed to poflefs 5 in ihort, 
I was fteward and miftrefs, and afted with fuch care 
and oeconomy, that I fhould not find it eafy to exag- 
gerate the pleafure and fatisfa£lion which my parents 
enjoyed. Thofe parts of the day that remained, af- 
ter I had given all due attention to the herdfmen, 
overfeers, and other day-?labourers, I employed in 
exercifes equally decent and neceflary for young wo- 
men, fuch as lace-making, needle-work, and fpin^ 
uing ; and, if at any time, I interrupted thefe em- 
ploy^ 
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ploymcnts, in order to recreate the mind, I enter- 
tained myfelf with fome religious book, or divcrfified 
my aniufemcnt with the harp ; being convinced by 
experience, that muHc lulls the difordered thoughts^ 
and elevates the dejefted fpirits. Such was the life I 
led in my father's houfe : and, if I have-defcribed it 
too minutely, it is not through ofteiitation, in order 
to difplay our riches, but with a view of manifeft- 
ing how innocently I forfeited that happy fituation, 
and incurred the mifery of my prefent (late. While I 
pafled my time in thefe occupations, my retirement 
was fuch as almoft equalled that of a nunnery, be- 
ing feen by nobody, as I thought, but the fervanta 
of the family ; for, I went to mafs early in the morn- 
ing, accompanied by my mother and the maids ; and 
veiled with fuch referve, that my eyes fcarce beheld 
the ground on which I trod : yet, neverthelefs, I 
was perceived by thofe of love,* or rather libertinifm, 
which even exceeds the lynx in penetration, and tlicn 
poiTefled the faculties of Don Fernaritto, younger fon 
of the duke whom I have already mentioned.*' 
. She no fooner mentioned the name of Don Fer- 
nando, than Cnrdenio changed colour, and began to 
fweat with fuch agitation, that the curate and barber 
perceiving it, were afraid he would be feized with. one 
of thofe nts of diftra£lion which, as they had heard, 
alTaulted 'him from time td time: but, after fome 
drops of fweat had burft out upon his fkin, he re- 
mained qui6t, and looking earneftly at the farmer's 
fair daughter, immediately guefled who {he was ( 
while (lie, without t)bferving the emotions of Carde- 
nio, went on with hfet ftory, in thefe words : " And 
he no fooner beheld me, than, as he afterwards pro- 
tefted, he deeply felt the power of love, which in- 
deed his behaviour clearly evinced: but, to fhorten 
the account of my misfortune, which is lengthened 
beyond all comfort, I will pafs over in (ilence the in- 
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induftrious fchemes that Don Fernando planned, for 
opportunities of declaring his paffion : he bribed 
every fervant in the family, and even made prefents 
and proffers of fervice to my relations : there was no- 
thing but gaiety and rejoicing all day long in our 
flreet : and all night, it was rmpoffible to fleep for 
ferenades. The letters which, through an- unkno^wii 
channel, came to my hand, were without number, 
filled with the nioft amorous flights and profeflions, 
and vows and promifes in every line ; but all thefc 
efforts, far from foothing, hardened me againft hini> 
as mucr as if he had been my mortal foe ; and all 
the ftratagems he pra<3:ifed, in order to fubdue my 
coynefs, had a quite contrary eff€6k : not that I was- 
difgufted at the gallantry of Don Fernando, or en- 
raged at his importunities ; for I felt a certain kind 
of pleafure, in being courted and beloved by fuch ar 
noble cavalier : neither did I take umbrage at fee- 
ing myfelf praifed in his letters ; for it is my opi- 
nion, that all women, kt tliem be never fo homely, 
are pleafed to hear themfelves celebrated for beauty ; 
but to all thefe artifices, I oppofed my own virtue, 
together with* the repeated advices of my parents,, 
who plainly perceived the paflion of Don Fernando j 
becaufe he hlmfelf took no carp to conceal it from, 
the world. They afiured me, that in my virtue and 
prudence alone they confided and depofited their own 
honour and reputation : they bade me confider the 
inequality between Don Fernando and me, which 
w-as a coHvincirng proof that his love, though he 
himfelf afferted the contrary, tended more to his own . 
gratLficatjon than my advantage ; and faid, if I could 
throw any obftru£tion in His way, to make him quit 
his unjuft pretenfions, I fliould be married imme- 
diately according to my own choice, either to one 
of the principal perfoiis of our own town, or to 
fome gentleman in the neighbourhood, as I had 

abuDL- 
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abundance of lovers, attrafted by their wealth, and 
my reputation. With thefe aflurances, the truth of 
which I could not doubt, I fortified my integrity^ 
and would never fend any reply to Don Fernando, 
that could, in the mod diftant manner, flatter hint 
with the hope of accomplifhing his wifti : but all my 
referve, which he ought tobave looked upon as the 
efFedi of difdain, ferved only to whet his libidinous 
appetite, which is the true name of the paflion he 
prof efTed ; for, had it been genuine love, you woul I 
not now be liftening to my ftory, which 1 fliould 
have had no occafion to recount. 

In fine, Don Fernando got notice that my parents 
intended to beftow me in marriage, that they might 
deprive him of all hope of pofTefling me, or, at lealt 
provide me with more guards to protetl my virtue; 
and this piece of news alarmed him fo much, that he 
put in praftice an expedient to retard the dreaded 
match. One night while I fat in my apartment, 
attended by my maid only, the doors being all faft 
locked, that through negligence my virtue might 
not be in danger, without knowing or comprehend- 
ing the means of his conveyance, he appeared before 
me in the midft of this referve, precaution, folitudc, 
filence, and retreat ! At fight of him, I was fo much 
confounded, that the light forfook my eyes, and* my 
tongue denied its office; fo that being deprived of 
the power of utterance, I could not cry for help, 
neither, I believe, would he have fufFcred me to ex- 
claim ; for he inflantly fcized me in hi* arms, my 
confufion being fuch, that I had not ilrcn^th to de- 
fend myfelf, and began to pour forth fuch protefta- 
tions, that I cannot conceive how falfehood is able to 
ape truth fo exa^lj^ The traitor's tears gave credit ro 
his words, and his fighs confirmed the houefty of liis 
intention. I being a poor young creature, by myfelf, 
altogether unexperienced iu thofc affairs, began, I 
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know not how, to belle vfe his falfe profeffions; but, ' 
not fo as to be moved to weak compaffion, either by 
his vows or artful forrow 5 on the contrary'', my firlt 
furprife being over, I rScolledled my dillipated fpirits, 
and with more courage than I thought myfelf pof- 
fefflt?' of, faid to him, .Signer, if, inftead of being 
within your arms, as I now am, I was in the paws of 
a fierce lion, and niy deliverance entirely depended 
upon my doing or faying any thing prejudicial to my 
virtue, it would be as impofilble for me to comply 
with thefe terms, as it is impoflible for that which is^ 
to lofe its exiftence : wherefore, though you keep my 
body fconfined within your arms, I am in full poflef- 
fion of my foul, with all her chafte defires, which 
are entirely oppofite to yours, as you will plainly 
perceive, if you refolvc to proceed in gratifying your 
wirties by force. I am your vaiTal, but not your 
flave: the nobility of your blood neither has, nor 
ought to have, the powerof difliohouring or defpifing 
the Idwlinefsof mine ; and my chara6ler is as precious 
rt) uie^ though I am but a plebeian farmer's daugh- 
ter, ai yb];irs can be to you, -who are a noblemail 
and cavaher; All your ftrength Ihall not efFeft your 
purpofe ; neither am I to be influenced by your riches, 
deceived by your word$, or melted by your fighs and 
tears. Any of thefe expreflions in a man, to whom 
my patents (hould give me in nrarriage, would gaiii 
my confent and reciprocal inclination j nay, if my 
honour were fafe, I could facrificc my fatisfa£tionj 
^nd voluntarily yield what you, fignor, now attempt 
to obtain by force: this I obferve, that you may 
reft aiTured, that I will never grant any favour to 
him who is not my lawful fpoufe.'' 

" If that be your fole objeftion, charming -Doro- 
thea (for that is the name of this wretched creature) 
faid the perfidious cavalier, behold I here prefcnt my 
hand, in pledge of being yours fcr ever 5 and may 
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Heaven, from which nothing is concealed, together 
"with that image of the BleflTed Virgin, bear witnefs to 
the fincerity and truth of this declaration." Carde- 
nlo, Avben flie called herfelf Dorothea, was furprifcd 
anew, and confirmed in his firft conjcfturc : but un- 
wilUng to interrupt the ftory in which he expected to 
hear the iflue of what he already knew, he only faid, 
^^ Is your name Dorothea, madam ? I have heard 
of one of that name, to whofe misfortunes yours 
bear a great refemblance : but pray proceed ; the 
time will come when I Ih^U tell you fuch things as 
'^ill equally excite your terror and affliftion." " Do- 
rothea furprifed at the difcourfe of Cardejiio, as 
"well as at his ftrange and ragged attire, intreated 
him, if he knew any thing of her affairs to com- 
itiunicate it immediately ; faying, that if fortune 
had left her any thing of value, it was the courage 
to endure any dif after that might bcfal her ; though 
ihe was almofl certain, that what (he had, already 
f offered could admit of no addition.'.' ** Madam, 
replied Cardenio, I would not be the means of im- 
pairing that fortitude, by telling you what 1 know^ 
if my conjecture be right : neither is tliere any op- 
portunity loft, nor is it of any confequence to you, 
whether you hear it or not." ** Be that as it will, 
anfwered Dorothea, I will go on with the fequel of 
my ftory. Don Fernando addrefSng himfelf to the 
image he found in my apartment, invoked the BJef- 
fed V irgin to bear witnefs to our nuptials, and avowed 
himfelf my hufband with the moft binding and fo- 
lemn oaths ; though, before he proceeded fo far, I 
defired him to reflied: upon what he was going to do, 
and confider how much his father might be incenfed 
at his condu£k, when he (hould find him married to 
the daughter of his own farmer and vafFal. I cau- 
tioned him againft being blanded by ^y beauty, fuch 
as it was, telling him it would be far from being a 
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fufficient excufe for his *tror ; and begged, if he Jiacf. 
any love and regard foi me, he would manifeft it, in. 
leaving me to a fate more adequate to «my rank, 
and circumftances ; obferving that fueh unequal 
matches were fcldom blefled with a long duration of 
thofe raptures with which they begin. 

All thefe reflexions I repeated to him, with many- 
more which I do not remember \ but they had no 
^ffeft in diverting him from the profccution of his 
purpofe*, for he was like a man who, in nuking a 
bargain, never boggles at the price of the commodi- 
ty, becaufe he never intends to pay it^ At the fame 
tin^e, I held a (hort conference with my own breaft, 
faying within rayfelf, " Neither fhall I be the firft^. 
wno, by marriage, has rifen from a low ftation, to - 
rank and grandeur ; nor will Don Fernando be the 
firft nobleman whom beauty, or rather blind affec- 
tion, hath induced to Ihare his greatnefs with a part- 
ner of unequal birth. Since therefore, I neither 
make a new world nor a new cuftom^it is butreafon- 
able in me to embrace this honour that fortune 
throws in my way 5 and although the afFeftion he 
profefles fhould not furyive the accomplifhment of 
his wilh, I fhall never thelefs, ini the fight of God> 
remain his true and lawful wife. Befides, fhould I 
tVeat him with difdain, I fee he is determined to. 
tranfgrefs the bounds of duty, and avail himfelf of 
force ; in which cafe, I fhall be diflionoured and in- 
excu fable in the opinion of thofe who do not know 
how innocently I have incurred their cenfure j for 
where fhall I find arguments to perfuade my parents,, 
that this cavalier entered my apartment, without 
my knowledge and con fen t. 

AH thefe reiieftions, which my imagination re- 
volved in an inftant, began to fway me towards that 
which (though I little thought fo) proved my ruin ; 
eipecially when aided and inforced .by the oathv^v of 

Don 
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Don Fernando, the powers he called to witnefs, the 
tears he flied, and, in fliort, by his genteel carriage 
and agreeable difpodtion, accompanied by fuch 
marks of real pailion, as might have n^elted anf 
other heart as foft and unexperienced as mine. I 
called my maid to be a joint evidence with the powers 
of Heaven : Don Fernando repeated and confirmed 
his oaths ; took other faints to witnefs his integrity j 
imprecated a thonfand curfes on his head, in cafe he. 
fhould fail to fulfil his promife ; had recourfe to fighs 
and tears again, ilraining me iUll clofer in his arms, 
from which he had never releafed me. ' By thefe 
means, and the departure of my maid, I forfeited 
that name, and he became a falfe and finiflied 
traitor. 

The morning that fucceeded this night of my mif- 
fortune, did not arrive fo foon, I believe, as Don 
Fernando could have wiftied j for when once a man 
hath fatislied his rage of appetite, his chief inclina- 
tion is to quit the fcene of his fuccefs. This I ob- 
ferve, bccaufe Don Fernando feemed impatient to be 
gone ; and, by the induftry of my maid^ who had. 
condu£led him to my chamber,, fouml himfelf in the 
ftreet before day : when he took his leave, he told 
me, though not with fuch violence of rapture as he 
exprefled on his fir ft coming, that I might depend 
upon his honour, and the fincerity of the oaths he 
had fworn, as a further confirmation of which, he^ 
took a ring of value from his finger, and put it 
upon mine : in fhort> he vanilhed, leaving me in a 
fituation which I can neither call joyful nor fad. 
"this I know, that I remained in a ft ate of confufion 
and perplexitVy and^ as it were,.befide myfclf, on 
account of wnat had happened ; but I either wanted 
courage or naemory to quarrel with my maid for the , 
perfidy ihe had been guilty of, in conducing Don 
Fernando to my apartment; iudeedj I could not aa 

yet 
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yet determine, whether the adventure would redound 
to my advantage or misfortune, I told him at parting, 
that now I was his wife, he might fee me any night by 
the fame means h ^ had ufed to procure this firft inter- 
view, until he fhould think proper to make our mar- 
riage puhlic : but excepting the following night, I 
could never fet eyes on him, either in the ttreet or at 
church, during a whole month, which I fpent in the 
utmoft anxiety of expeftation, although I knew he 
was in town, and almoft every day employed in the 
chace, an ^xercifc to which he was greatly addifted- 
Thofe were doleful and diftrafting hours and days to 
me; for then I began to doubt, and afterwards ^o 
difbelieve the faith of Don Fernando; then was my 
maid expofed to thofe rebukes for her prefumption, 
* which ihe had never heard before : then was I obliged 
to hufband my tears, and wear compofure on my 
countenance, that I might not give occafion to my 
parents to afk the caufe of my difcontent; and be 
put to the trouble of inventing falfehoods to deceive 
them. But all this conftraint was banifhed by an 
eVent, the knowledge of which trod down all other 
refpefts, put an end to all my prudent meafures, and 
by deftroying my patience, publifhed my misfortune 
to the world. This was no other than a teport that 
foon after prevailed in our town, by which I learned 
that Don r ernando was married, in a neighbouring 
city, to a young lady of exceeding beauty, and dif- 
tinguiftied birth, though her parents could not give 
her a portion fuitable to fuch a noble alliance. I un- 
derftood her name was Lucinda, and that feveral fur- 
prifing accidents had happened at their nuptials.^* 

Garden io hearing Lucinda's name, though he faid 
nothing, (hrugged up his fhoulders, bit his lips, con- 
trafted the fkin of his forehead, and difcharged from 
his eyes two fountains of tears : but, notwithftand- 
ing, Dorothea continued her ftory, faying, ** This 
* • xxielan- i 
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melancholy piece of news no fooncr reached my cars, 
than, inftead of freezing, it inflamed my heart with 
fuch rage and fury,' that I had well nigh run out into 
the ftreets, and publifhed aloud the falfehood and 
treachery he had praftifed upon me : but my rage 
was reftrained for that time, by a plan which I con- 
ceived, and a£bually put in execution that very night- 
I drefled myfelf in this garb, which I received from 
one of the fwains belonging to the houfe, to whom 
I difclofed my whole misfortune, intreating him to 
attend me to the city, where I underftood my adver- 
fary was. After having difapproved of the attempt^ 
and blamed my refolution, feeing me determined, he 
ollered to keep' me company, as he faid, to the 
world's end •, that moment I packed up my woman's 
drefs in a pillow-cafe, together with fome jew«ls and 
money, as a rcfource in time of need ; and, in the 
dead of that, very night, witliout giving the lead hint 
to my perfidious maid, left my father's houfe,. and 
accompanied by my fervant, and a thoufand ftrange 
imaginations, fct out for that city on foot, winged 
with the defire of finding Don Fernando; and re- 
folved, though I could not prevent what was already 
done, to demand with what confcience he had 
done it. 

In two days and an half I arrived at the city, and 
enquiring for the houfe of Lucinda's parents, the 
firft perfon to whom I put the queftion, told me 
more than I defired to hear. He diredJed me to the 
houfe, and related every incident which had happened 
at his daughter's wedding ; a ftory fo public, that it 
was beco]!he the cof^mon town^talk. He faid, that on 
the night of their nuptials, after ihe had pronounced 
die Yes, by which he became her hufband, Lucinda 
was feized with a violent fit ; that Don Fernando 
f>pening her breaft to give her frefh air, found in it a 

paper written with her own hand, importing that 

(he 
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(he could not lawfully efpoufe Fernando, being al- 
ready the wife of Qardenio, who, as the man told 
fwe, was ore of the principal cavaliers of that town j 
and that (he had now pronounced the fatal Yes, merely 
becaufe (he would not fwerve from the obedience fhe 
owed to her .parents : in fhort, he faid the contents 
of the paper plainly gave them to underftand, that 
file intended to make away with herfelf, immedi- 
ately after the ceremony, induced by the reaf<Mas 
which were there contained ; and this refolution was 
confirmed by a poignard which they found concealed 
in fome part of her drefs. Don Fernando perceiving, 
by what happened, that Lucinda had baffled, fcorn- 
ed, arid undervalued his addrefles, ran to her before 
jflie had recovered the ufe of her fenfes» and with the 
poignard rhey had found, would have ftabbed her ta 
the heart, had he not been prevented by her parents 
and the reft of the company. It was,, moreover, re- 
ported that Don Fernando immediately retired : and 
that Lucinda continued in a fit till next day. When 
flie recovered from her fwoon, fhe declared to her fa- 
ther and mother, that (he was the true and lawful 
wife of that fame Cardenio, who it feems, v/as pre- 
fent at the ceremony ; and who, when he faw her 
a6l:ually married, contrary to his former beKef and 
firm expe£lation, quitted the city in defpair, having 
firft left a writing, that declared the wrong fhe bad 
done him, and fignified his intention, to banifh 
himfelf for ever from the focrety of mankind. All 
this tranfaftion wa^ fo notorious and public in the 
city, as to furnifli difcourfe for every body ; and the. 
fubje£l was not diminifhed when it was known, that 
Lucinda was not to be found either in her father's 
houfe, or any other part of the town, which was^ 
fearched all over by her parents, who had aJmofl run 
diftrafted, not knowing >vhat other method they 
fliould take to retrieve her. Thi^ information revived 

• my 
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my hopes a little ; for I was better pleafed to have 
miiled Don Fernando, tlian to have found him married 
to another ; thinking, that every gate of comfort 
was not yet fhut againft me ; and that Heaven, per- 
haps, had thrown that impediment in the way 01 his 
fecond. marriage, with a view of making him refleft: 
upon what he owed to the firft j and reminding hiii^ 
of his being a chriilian, confequently more intereiled 
in the care of his foul, than in any other human con* 
cern. All thefe things I revolved in my imagination ; 
and as I had no real comfort, confoled myfelf with 
the mod feeble and diftant hope, in order to fup- 
port a life which I now abhor. 

While I remained in tliis city, undetermined what 
courfe to take, as I could not find Don Fernando, I 
heard a- public cryer defcribe my perfon and drefs,, 
and offer a confiderable reward to any one that ftiould 
difcover where I was Nay, it was faid, that I had 
fecluced from my father's houfe the young man who- 
attended me ; a ciwcumflance that touched me to the 
very foul : finding my credit fallen fo low, tliat they 
were not fatisfied with publifhing my efcape, but 
muft needs alfo mention my auendant, a creature fo 
mean and unworthy of my attention and regard ; as 
foon as I heard myfelf proclaimed, I quitted the 
town, accompanied by my fervant, who already be- 
gan to give marks of ftaggering in his promifed 
faith and fidelity ; and that night reached the moil 
woody part of this mountain, urged by the fear of 
being difcovered : but, as it is commonly obferved, 
one mifchance invites another, and the end of one 
misfortune is often the beginning of a worfe ; this 
was literally my cafe : my trufty lervanr, whc had hi- 
therto behaved with fuch zeal and fidelity, feeing me 
in this folitary place, and inftigated by his own 
villany, rather than any beauty of mine, attempted 
to avail himfelf of the opportunity which he thought 

this 
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this defert offered ; and with great impudence, con- 
tempt of Heaven, and difregard to me, began to talk 
of love ; when, finding that I rejefted his immodeft 
propofals with juft indignation and difdain, he laid 
afide iritreaties for the ufe of thofe who might pleafe 
to ufe them, and began to employ force for the ac- 
complifliment of his will : but, juR Heaven, who fel- 
dom or never abandon^ the righteous intention, fa- 
voured and aflifted mine fo efFeftually, that with the 
little ftrength I have, and no great- trouble, I puflied 
him over a precipice, unknowing whether or not he 
furvived the fall: then, as nimbly as my wearinefs 
and terror would, allow, I penetrated farther into 
the mountain, without any other thought or inten- 
tion, than that of keeping myfelf concealed from 
my father, and thofe whom he had employed to find 
me out. 

I know not how many months I have lived in this 
place, where I met with a grazier, who took nie into* 
his fervice, and carried me to his hcufe, whith ftands 
in the very heart of the mountain. Him I have ferved 
all this time, in quality of a cowherd, endeavouring 
to be always in the field, that I might the more eafily 
conceal that hair which hath now fo unexpediedly 
difcovered my fex : yet all my care and induftry were 
vain; for my mafter having found me out to be a 
woman, was feized with the fame defire that took 
poflefllon of my own fervant. But fortune with the 
evil does not always fend the remedy ; for, I could 
neither find rock nor bog, by which I might have 
difabled my mafter, as I had before punifhed my 
man : and therefore, as the leaft inconvenience, I 
have left his houfe, and chofen to hide myfelf again 
among thefe thickets, rather fhan try my ftrength 
againft him, in defence of my innocence. I fay, I 
returned to thefe woods, in hopes of finding a place 
in which I might, witliout impediment, irpplove 

Heaven 
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Heaven with fighs and tears, to have compaflion upon 
my mifery, and give me induftry and grace to over- 
come it, or quit my being in this foHtude, without 
leaving behind me tne leaft trace or remembrance of 
this forlorn wretch, who, without any fault of her 
own, hath afforded fo much matter for converfation 
and cenfure both at home and abroad. 


CHAP. II. 

Of the beautiful Dorothea's difcretion; with other 
pleafant and entertaining particulars. 

" 'T^H IS, gentlemen, is the genuine detail of my 
^ tragic ftory : confider, therefore, and judge 
whether or not I have fufficient caufe to heave more 
fiehs than I have vented, utter more complaints than 
you have heard, and ihed more tears than have 
flowed from. mine eyes ; and when you fliall have de- 
liberated ^ upon the quality of my misfortune, you 
will perceive how vain all confolation muft be; as 
the difcafe admits of no, remedy. I only afk what 
you eafily can, and ought to grant, namely, that 
you would inform me where I can pafs my life, with- 
out being harafTed by the furprife and fear of be- 
ing found by thofe who are in fcarch of me. For> 
though I am well afTured that my parents, out of 
their great love and affeftion, would receive me again 
into tiheir favour, fuch is the fliaHie and confufion i 
feel at the bare thought of their having altered their 
opinion to my prejudice, that I would rather conceal 
myfelf from their fight for ever, than appear in their 
prefence, under the fufpicion of having afted con* 
trary to the expeftations they entertained from my 
virtue." So faying, {he left off fpeaking, and her 
face was overfpread with a blufli that plainly denoted 

the fentimentsi and confufion of her foul. Thofe 

who 
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who had heard her ftory, were equally furprifed- 
and afflicted at her misfortune ; to which the curate 
was going to offer fome confolation and advice, 
. when Cardenio took her by the hand, faying, " It. 
feems then, madam, you are the beauteous Doro- 
thea,, only daughter of Cleonardo the rich !" She 
was aftoniflied to hear her father's name pronouncecT 
by one of fuch a miferable appearance ; for we have 
already obferved, how wretchedly Cardenio was 
cloathed, and faid to him, " And wJio are you, bro- 
ther, who know fo well my father's name, which, if 
I remember aright, I have not once mentioned in the 
whole courfe of my unfortunate ftory ?" 

" I am, replied Cardenio, that unfortunate man,, 
to whom, as you have obferved, Lucinda faid fhe' 
was married. I am that miferable Cardenio, whom 
the villainy of him who reduced you to your prefenf 
fituation, hath brought to this deplorable condition 
in which you now fee me, raggedy, half-naked, def- 
trtute of all human comfort,, and, which is ftill 
worfe, deprived of my underftanding,' except -at cer- 
tain Ihort intervals, <nat I enjoy by me permiffion of 
Heaven. I, Dorothea, am the p'erfon who was pre- 
fent at the perfidy of Don Fernando,^ and heard Eu- 
cinda pronounce the fatal Yes, by which flic accepted 
him for a hufl)and. I am he v/ho wanted refolution, 
to wait the iflue of her fwoon, or flay and fee the 
refult of that paper which was found in her bofom r. 
for my foul could not fuftatn the fliock of fuch ac-^ 
cumulated misfortune ; and therefore I quitted the 
houfe, already abandoned by my patience, and leav- 
ing a letter with my hoft, whom I charged to deliver- 
it into Lucinda's own hand, betook myfelf to thefe- 
deferts, with an intention here to fintCh the» life which' 
from that inftant I have abhorred as my mod invete- 
rate foe. But fate hath not been pleafed to grant 
j^Y wifli, contenting, itfelf with having deprived me 

of 
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t)t my judgment, with a view, perhaps, of referving 
me for better fortune ;" which I begin to hope may 
proceed from this lucky meeting with you, fince, if 
that which you have recounted be true, as I believe it 
is, there is a poffibility that Heaven may have in ftore 
for us both a more favourable termination of our 
difafters than we imagine ; for, fuppofing that Lu- 
cinda, who is already my wife, as Ihe hatb openly 
declared, cannot be married to Don Fernando, nor 
he lawfully wed her, being already efpoufed to you, 
I think we have room to hope, that Heaven will one 
day reftore what mutually belongs to us ; as it is 
neither alineated, ruined, nor irretrievable. And 
fince this confolation ftill remains, fprung from hopes 
that are not -very remotej and founded on expe^a- 
tions which are not the efFedis of a difordered Ima- 
gination, I entreat you, madam, in the purity of 
your fentiments, to change your prefent refolution, 
as I intend to alter mine, and accommodate yourfelf 
to the hopes of better fortune ; for I fwear upon the 
faith of a gentleman and a chriftian, that I will ne- 
ver abandon you, until I fee you in the arms of Don 
Fernando, whom, if I cannot, by reafonable argu- 
ments, bring to a true fenfe of his duty towards you, 
I will then ufe that privilege to which every gentle- 
man is intitled, and, in fingle combat, demand fa- 
tisfaftion for the injury he has done you, without 
minding my own wrongs, which I .will leave to the 
vengeance of Heaven, that may the fooner revenge 
yours upon earth/' 

This (beech of Gardenio put an end to the fur- 
prife of Dorethea, who being at a lofs how to thank 
him for his kind and generous offer, (looped in order 
to kifs his feet 5 but this piece of condefceiifion he 
would by no means allow. The prieft anfwering for 
both, approved of Cardcnio's declaration; and, in a 
particular jnanner, ihtreatcd, advifed, and perfuaded 

them 
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them to accompany him to the village where he lived, 
in order to provide themfelves with what they wanted ; 
and there confult fome fcheme either for finding Don 
Fernando, or for carrying Dorothea back to her pa- 
rents, or, in {hort, for doing that which fhould feem 
moft neceflary and convenient. Cardenio and Doro- 
thea thanked him for his courteous offer, which they 
immediately embraced 5 and the barber who had 
been filent and attentive all this time, having joined 
the curate in* his compliments and hearty proffers of 
fervice, briefly recounted the caufe which had brought 
them thither ; namely, the ftrange madnefs of Don 
Quixote ; obferving, that they were then waiting for 
the return of his fquire, whom they had fent in quefl: 
of his mafter. Cardenio immediately, as if it had 
been the faint imprefhon of a dream, recollefted and 
related the quarrel which had happened between the 
knight and him, though he could not remember the 
caufe of the difpute. 

- At that inflant they heard and recognized the voice 
of Sancho, who not finding them in the place where 
he had left them, hollowed aloud ; upon which^ 
they went to meet him, and inquiring about Don 
Quixote, were told by the fquire, that he found him 
nated to the fhirt, wan, meagre, half-famiflied, and 
fighing for his miflrefs Dulcinea ; that when he 
(Sancho) told him flie had commanded him to quit 
that place, and go immediately to Tobofo, where (he 
waited with impatience to fee him, he had anfwered, 
that he was determined never to appear before her, 
until he fhould have performed fuch atchievements as 
would render him worthy of her favour ; and Sahcho 
obfervcd, that if this relolution fhould hold, it was 
pofTible he might never attain to the rank of an em- 
peror, as he Was in duty bound, nor even to that of 
an archbifhop, which was the leaft he could expe£t. 
lie defired them^ thexeforci to confider fome means 

of 
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of difengaging the knight from his folitudc. The 
prleft bade him be under no concern, for they would 
fail upon a method to remove his mafter, whether 
he would or no. 

Then he explained to Cardenio and Dorothea, the 
plan they had laid to cure Don Quixote of his mad> 
nefsy or, at lead, bring him back to his o;iKrn houfe. 
This Dorothea no fooner underftood, than (he told 
him, that fhe was more proper than the barber for 
ading the part of the diftrefTed damfel ; efpecially, as 
fhe had clpaths along with her, that would anfwer 
the purpofe ; and bade them truft to her, for rcpre- 
fenting every part of the charafber, which (hould be 
neceflary towards the fuccefs of their defign ; for, 
fhe had read a great many books of chivalry^ and 
was perfe£l:ly well acquainted with the (lile in which 
affii^ed damfels were wont to beg boons of knights- 
errant. ** If that be the cafe, (aid the curate, let 
us not delay the execution of our fcheme : for, with- 
out doubt. Heaven feems to favour my endeavours ; 
not only, in opening a door, fo unexpeftedly, to- 
wards the cure of your misfortunes, but alfo in 
making you fubfervient in facilitating our fuccefs. 
Dorothea then pulled out of her pillow-cafe, a gown 
and petticoat of very rich ftuff, with a beautiful 
green mantelet, and opening a litUe cafket, took out 
a rich necklace and other jewels, ^ith which fhe in- 
ilantly dreiled herfelf to fuch advantage, that (he ap- 
peared like a lady of the firft rank and fortune. All 
thefe and other ornaments, ihe fard, fhe had carried 
off from her father's houfe, in cafe of what might 
happen j though hitherto, fhe had met with no op- 
portunity of ufing them. Every one prefent was 
charmed with her graceful mien, eafy deportment, 
and exceeding beauty ; and pafied fentence on 
Don Fernando, as a perfoij of little tafte and dif- 
cernment, for having abandoned fuch excellence. 

But 
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But the admiration of Sancho was fuperior to that 
of all the reft : for he aftually thought, and indeed 
it was true, that in all the days of his * life, he had 
never feen fuch a beautiful creature ; and according- 
ly, afked the curate, with great eagernefs, who that 
handfome lady was, and what (he looked for in thefe 
by-places ?» " Friend Sancho, anfwered thp curate, 
that handfome lady, to fav no more of her, is heirefs> 
in the dired^ male line of the kingdom of * Micomi- 
con, come hither to beg, as a boon of your mafter, 
that he would redrefs a wrong and grievance done to 
her by a difcourteous giant : for fuch is the fame and 
reputation of that excellent knight Don Quixote, 
through the whole extent of Guinea, as to mduce 
this princcfs to come from thence in queft of him." 
*S Blefled queft ! cried Sancho, and happy finding, 
fay I, efpecially, if my mafter Ihould be fo fortu- 
nate as to right the wrong, and redrefs the griev- 
ance, by killing that fon of a whore of a giant that 
your worfhip mentions : and kill him he certainly 
will, if they fiiould once meet, provided he be not 
a phantom ; for^ you muft know, my mafter has 
no power over phantoms. But, one thing among 
many others, I muft beg of you, Mr* Licentiate, 
and that is, to put my mafter out of eonceit of an 
archbiihopric, for, I am afraid his inclination leans 
that way, and advife him to marry this princefs out 
K)i hand, a match which will make it impofiible for 
him to receive holy orders } and therefore he will the 
more eafily arrive at the feat of empire, and I at the 
end of my wifli. For 1 have carefully confidcred 
the afiair, and by my reckoning, I fliall not find my 
account in his being an archbifliop, as I am altoge- 
ther unfit for the church, by the reafon of my being 
married ; and for me, who have a wife and children 


^ At if he had fuid Ape laad. Mho fignifyiiig an ape. 
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to be petitioning for difpeafations to hold livings, 
would be an endlefs talk. Wherefore, fignor, tiie 
point is this : let my mafter immediately take to wife 
the fame lady, whofe name I do not know ; for, in- 
deed, I, never faw her grac^ before this blefled mi- 
nute." •* She is called the princefs Micomicona, 
replied the curate, becaufe, her kingdom being Mi- 
comicon, it is plain her name mud be Micomicona.'* 
" Yes, to be fure, faid*Sancho, I have known feve- 
ral people take a drname and addition from the place 
of their nativity, calling themfelves, for example, 
Pedro d'Alcala, Juna de Ubeda, Diego de Vallado- 
lid; and I fuppofe they have the fame cu(lom iii 
Guinea, where the qu2ens take their n:imes from the 
kingdoms they rule/' The priell confirmed Sancho'i 
opinion, and promifed to ufe his utmofl influence to 
promote the marriage of the knight. With this af- 
furance Sangho refled as much fatisfied ^s the other 
v/as furprifed at his fimplicity, when he perceived 
how carefully he cheriflied, in his imagination, the 
fame extravagant whims that pdflefled his mall^^r, 
M'ho, he firmly believed, would one day become an 
emperor. 

By this time, Dorothea being mounicd on the cu- 
rate's muic, and the barber's face accommodated with 
die. ox's tail, by way of beard, they defired Sancho 
to guide them to the . place where Don Quixote was, 
and cautioned him againil pretending to know the 
licentiate and his companion, ailuring him that his 
mafter'3 becoming an emperor entirely depended upon 
his prpfeffing ignorance of then* perfohs. Yjt nei- 
ther the curate nor Cardenio would accompany them j 
becaufe the prefence of this laft might recal to the 
knight's m^niory, the quarrel which had hippened 
between them j and it was not yet proper tliat the 
prieil. fliould appear : for which reafons, thjy let the 
reft proceed by thcn^&lves, and they followed at a 
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fmall diftancc, after the curate Had given her cue to 
Dorothea, who defired him to make himfelf perfeftly 
eafy on her accoimt } for Ihe would a6t the part at- 
figned to her, without having the Icaft occa(i6n for a 
prompter, in tlic true ftyle and fpirit of knight- 
errantry. 

Having travelled about three quarters of a league, 
they difcovercd Don Quixote already cloathed, though 
ftill unarmed, fitting in the midft of a labyrinth of 
rocks; and Dorothea no fooner underftood it was 
he, in confequence dt Sancho's information, than fhe 
whipt up her. palfrey, clofe attended by the well- 
bearded barber, who, when flie ap^rpached the 
knight, threw himfelf from his mule, and ran to 
help his lady to alight. But (he, difmounting with 

freat agility, went and fell upon her knees l)efQre. 
)on Qu^ixotc, whom, in fpite of his repeated en- 
deavours to raife her, (he accofted in thefe words : 

" Never will I rife from this pofture, mpft valiant - 
and invincible "knight, until your benevolence and 
courtefy grant me a boon, which will not only re- 
wound to the honour and applaufe of your own per- 
fon, but alfo to the advantage of the moft injured 
and difconfolate damfel that ever the fun beheld ; 
and, if the valour of your mighty arm correfponds 
with the voice of your immortal fame^ you arc 
obliged to favour the unfortunate, who, attraded by 
the odour of your celebrated name, come from far 
diftant regions in queft of your affiftance.'* •* Beau* 

-tcous lady, replied Don Quixote, l will not anfwcr 
one word, nor hear one circumftance of your afiairs» 
until you rife from the ground.*' ** I will not rife, 
fignor, anfwered the afflided damfel, until I (hall 

'have obtained from your condefcenfion the boon I 
beg." " I condefcend and grant it, refumed the 
knight, provided, m fo doing, I aft neither to the 
detriment nor derogation of my kingi my country^ 

and 
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4iid her who holde mj hearl and liberty eiifiaved */* 
^' Your compliance, worthy fignor, replied ditt 
mourning lady, fliall in no ways zSk€t tae eiccep* 
lipns you hav« mlide.** 

At that inftant Sancho came up, and whifpered 
foftly in his malber'a ears^ ^ Tourwor&ip may fafely 
grant the boon (he aiks, "iriiich is -a mere trile ; no 
more than flaying a gieaatic fort of a fdlow $ and 
flie who begs it, is the high and mighty princefs M(^ 
comicona, queen of the great empire of Micomicon 
in Ethiopia**' ** Whofoever (he is, anfwered Don 
Quixote, I will do what I am in duty bound ^o petw 
form, and a£^ according to the diftates of my 9wn • 
confcience, and conformable to the order I profefs.** 
Then turning to Dorothea, *' Rife, moft beautiful 
lady, faid he, the boon you aflcis granted/' << Then 
what I aflc is this, refumed the damfel, that youf ' 
magnanimity would immediately accompany me to^ - 
the place from whence I came, and priMHife to at^ * 
tempt no other adventure, rpr grant any other re-* 
quert), untU you ihall have taken vengeimce od a 
traitor who hath ufurped my . cnown, contrary to all 
right human and divine/' ** I grant your requeftf - 
madam, anfwered Don Quixote ^ henceforth yoii 


* When a koight had once gniiteda boon in this tnaiiner,' it wm \ 
ItttpoffiUe forkim to rctraft, kt'the requeft be ever to tsXmvzpML 
We are Mid by JoinirHk, that the^uoen of St. X«ewts being big with 
chfld, and in the utme^ft terror of^ falling' tflhre into the hands of the 
infidels at Damietta in Xigfft, fell %s^wl hfi^ knees before all «14* 
Icnight turned of fioorfeorey lud oonjored hkn fa grant her boon : Tha ' 
old maa having proniiied to^^oaapfy, on the futh of his knighthood^ 
Ihe told lum th& favonr Ihe-fo^preifiBglf fiiiidted, wa8» that hO: wouU 
cut rnShn heid, befote Ac Ihonld fill mto tht hands of thexnemy t 
provided the Saracens ihoiild hecom^mafters of the town. The (eaior 
aoftKceed wichcftit hdltfttioni,that^e might depend upon hisfwordt 
androfwaed be had taken that cdGolntlon^ven befo«« ihe iignified her 
«e.qoeil« 
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may. difpel that melancholy with which you are dc- 
prcflcd, and let your fainting hope refume nfew 
ftrength ai^dvigour ; for, with the afliftance of God, 
and this my arm, you fhall, ' in a ftiort time, fee 
yourfelf reftored to your kingdom, and feated on the 
throne of your royal anceftors, in defiance and de- 
fpite of all thofe evil-dcfigning perfons who mean to 
oppofe you ;. let us fet hands to -the work then, forj 
according to the common obfervation. Delay breeds 
danger." 

The diftreiled damfel ftruggl«d with great perfe- 
verance to kifs his hand; but Don Quixote, who 
was in all reipefts a well-bred knight, would by no 
means, allow fuch humiliation : on the contrary, 
raifing her up, he embraced her with great polite- 
pefs and cordiality, ordering Sancho to fccure Rozi- 
nante's girths, and help him to arm with all ex pe- 
rdition. The fqu«re taking down tlie armour, which. 
hung on a tree, in the manner of a trophy, and ad- 
jufting the horfe's girths, in a twinkling, equipped 
his mailer, who finding himfelf armed, " Now, 
faid he, let us go, in the name of God, to the aflifl- 
lanoe rf this iigh-bom hdy." The barbery who 
was ail this time on his knees, at infinite pains to 
prefcrve his gravity and his beard, the fall of which, 
perhaps, would have utterly ruined their laudable 
defign, when he found the boon was granted, and 
faw with what eagcriieCs the knight undertook to 
ful£l it, rofe up, and, with the affiflance of Don 
^ Quixote, helped his lady upon her mule again ; 
^n her protestor beftrode Rozinante, and he him- 
felf- mounted his own beaft, while Sancho Panza,* 
being left on foot, felt the lofs of Dapple anew 2 
but this he contentedly bore, believing that his 
mailer was now in the right road, and almoil at the 
very point of being an emperor: for he aiTured 
himfelf, that the knight would wed that princefs, 
and fo become king of Micomicon at leaft : the only 
\ un- 
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uneafinefs he felt, was on account of that kingdom's 
being in the land of negroes, fo that all his fcrvants 
and vaffals muft be black ; but his imagination fup- 
plied him with a remedy for this inconvenience, and 
he faid within himfelf, ** Suppofe my vatllils are 
negroes, what elfe have 1 to do but tranfport them 
to Spain, where I can fell them for ready money, 
with which I may purdiafe fomc title or pott, that 
will maintain me at my «afe all the days of my 
life ! No, to be fure, flecp on, void of all inven- 
tion or ability to difpofe of your ware, and fell thirty 
or ten thou land flaves in the turning of a draw. 
Before God ! I'll make them fly, little and big, or 
juft as I may ; and, blacks as they are, turn them all 
into whites and yellows. Let me alone to fuck my 
own fingers." With thefe conceits he was fo much 
engroffed, and fo well fatisfied, that he a^ually for* 
got the pain of travelling on foot. 

Cardenio and the curate faw every thing that pafl^ 
ed from behind fome> bufhes where they were hid, 
and could fall upon no method of joining them con- 
veniently, until the prieft, who was an excellent 
fchemer, thought of an expedient for the purpofc : 
having a pair of fcifiars about him, he cut off the 
beard of Cardenio with infinite difpatch, and giving 
him a grey jacket, with his own black cloak, h« 
himfelf remaining in his doublet and hofe, the tat- 
tered cavalier was fo much altered in point of appear^- 
ance, that he would fcarce have known himfelf had 
he looked in a glafs. Although the others were jog- 
ging on» while they di%uifed themfekes in thi« 
manner, they eafily reached the highway, before the 
knight and his company, whofe beads were retarded 
by the buihes and rockynefs of the ground: and 
taking their ftation juft at the moiith of the entrance 
to the mountain, no fooner perceived the knight and 
his attendants come forth, than the curate looked 
earneitly at him a good while, as if he had been re-> 
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^Qlle£Hng a perfon whom he knew^ then ran tahtm 
with open arms, crying aloud, '' Blefied be this 
meeting with the mirror of. chivalry, ,mv worthy 
compatriot Don Quixote de la Mancha, tne flower 
and cream of gentility, the protedor and phyGcian 
of the diflrefled^ and quinteflence of kntght^-errant !^* 
3o iaying, he embraced the left knee of Don Quix* 
ote, who, being aftonifhed at the words and aaioa 
of the man, began to confider his features with 
great attention, and at length recollecting him^ 
was ftruck dumb with admirati<m at feeing him in 
i^hat place, and made many efibrts to ali^t ; which 
/when the prieft oppofed, " Give mc leave, Mr. Ij* 
..centiate, faid he> it vs not feeAily, that I fliould re- 
main on hoffeback, when fuch a reverend perion as 
you travels^ on foot.'' ^^ I will by no nseans, an* 
iwered the curate, confent to youit alighting i fince oa - 
horfeback, your mighty armhath atchieved uie greateft 
ex^0its and adyentures that thi8\ age hath £een, it (hall 
iuSce.for me, who am but aA unworilby prieft, to get 
JifK,. with permiffion, behind this gentleman who tra<- 
^reb in: your wcofiiip's eomfiany \ and.then I fliaU ima»- 
if^vsi myfelf mounted upon Pegafus,. a Zebran ov that 
^ery cour&r th^tcsaried thefajoaous nwoor Mu^aHW|U€^ 
-who ft ill lies endbanteidt ta the yaft mountain Zlulem^ 
ftt a littkidiftaace from. the great Qomphilp." ^^ L did 
43iot think of that expedient, Mr. Licentiate, refumed 
^tbe knight^ but I know that my hidy the prineefe 
.wily out of regard to note, be pleafed to order h&c 
iquive to accommodate you with the faddle of his 
?«uile» and he himielf may ride upon the cri^pper, if 
.'tifcc bcaft. will' carry double." ** I believe fee will, 
iatd dbft prineefs \ and I am iuf e, there wiQ. he no oc- 
.cafion to lay my commands upon i^e fquice, who is 
ftoo^ t3c>isrteQU8 ^ and polite to fuffer an .eedefiaftic to 
.tlravel on foot, .when it is in his power to provide him 
with a beaft^^' • *^ Your majefty is in the right,!' an- 
iwexed the barbers^ who ioitantly alighting^ compli- 

ment^ed 
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menCed Ac curate with the feddle, which was ac- 
cepted without much intrcaty,'* 

But the misfortune was, when the fquire at- 
tempted to get up behind, the mule, which was an 
hireling, confequently mifchievous, lifted up her 
hind legs, and kicked with fuch fury, that had they 
lifted on the'head or bread of Mr. Nicholas, he 
would have had reafon to curfie tlie hour on which he 
fet out in queft of Don Quixote : fuch, however, 
was his confufion, that he came to the ground, and 
his beard being negkded, fell off; fo that he could 
find no other method to prevent a difcovery, than to 
clap both hands to his face with great expednion, 
ana roar out that his teeth were demoUflied. Don 
Quixote, feeing that huge mafs of beard torn from 
the )aw without blood, and lying at a good diftaiKe 
from the fquire's face, " Good heavens ! cried he ; 
what a wonderful phenomenon is this ! the beard is 
taken off and (hared as clean by the heel of the 
nittle^ as if it had been done by the hand of a bar- 
hot/* The curate, feeing the rifk he ran of beinff 
Atttd»d in his £dheme, fnatched up the tail, and 
miming with k to Mr. Nicholas, who ftiU lay bel- 
Icxwing fox Iwlp, pulled' his head to his breaft with 
one jerk, and clapping it on again, muttered fome 
words, which he faid, was an infallible charm for 
fixing on beards, as they fliould prefently fee •,' ac- 
cordingly, when the afiair was adjufted. he quitted 
the fquire, who now feemed as' well bearded and as 
foiind as ever : a circumftance that, above meafure, 
furprifed the knight, who begged, that the curate, 
at a proper opportunity, would impart tg him the 
charmi which, he imagined muft contain morq vir- 
tues than that of cementing beards ; becaufe it was 
plain, that Where the hair was torn off, the iDkin and 
flcih muft be lacerated and hurt ; and if the applica'* 
ti6n bould heal thofe wounded partsy it was good for 
fomething niore than mere muftachios." The curate 
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confirmed his conjedurc, and promifed to xlifclofc 
the fecret to him with the firft proper opportunity : 
then it was agreed, that the priefl fhould mount the 
mule hy himfclf, and v/ith the other two, ride her 
by turns, until they fliould arrive at the km, which 
waj> about tv/o leagues olF. 

Don Qjiixote, the princefs, and the curate, behig 
thus mounted, and Cardenio, the barber, and San- 
cho Panza, foJlcwing^ on foot, the knight told the 
damfelj that her highnefs might condu6l: him whi- 
therfoever fhe pleafcd ; but, before fhe could make 
any reply, the prieft interpofed, faying, ** Towards 
what kingdom is your majefty journeying ? I am 
much miftaken ih my notions of kingdoms^ if you 
are not bound for Micomicon.** She, who had been 
well inflru6Ved in her cue, concluding, that fhe mufl 
anfwer in the affirmative, faid, " Yes, fignor, that 
is the place bf my deilination." " Then you moil: 
pafs through our village, anfwered tl>c curate^ and 
take your route to Carthagena, where your highnefs 
may happily embark ; and if you meet with no hur- 
ricane, but be favoured with a fair wind and fmooth 
fea, in fome thing lefs than nine years, you may get 
fight of that vaft lake Meona, I mean, Meotis, which 
is a little more than one hundred days journey from 
your majefty's kingdom.''* ** Your worftiip muft be 
miftaken faid the princeft, for tvvo years are not 
ytt elapfed fmc« I fet out from thence *, and though 
the weather has always been bad, I have already ob^ 
tained what I fo much longed after, namely, the 
fight of fignor Don Quixote de la Mancha, whofe 
fame reached my ears as foon as I landed in Spain, 
and Induced me to come in qucii of him, that I 
might folicit his courtefy, and truft my righteous 
caufe to the valour of his invincible arm/* " hnough, 
madam, faid Don Quixote ; fpare your encomiums ; 
for. I am an utter enemy to all forts of adulation ; 
and akhough you are not to be fuipedcd of flattery, 

my 
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my chafte ears are always offended at that kind of 
diicourfe. What I can fafely affirm is this : Whe- 
ther I have valour or not, here is he, valiant or pu- 
fiUanimous, -who will exert himfelf to the laft drop 
of his blood in the fervice of your highnefs. But 
thi^ apart : pray, Mr. Licentiate^ what caufe hath 
brought you hither alone, where I am veally aftoniihed 
to find yott fo ill attended, and fo fligbtly cloathed/* 
^In that particular you fhall ibon be fatisfied, 
anfwered~the curate: your wor (hip muft know that 
I and our friend Mr. Nicholas the barber, fet out fov 
Scvil, to recover a fum of money, which was fent 
to me by a relation of mine, that went to the Indies* 
4 good many years ago : no lefs than (ixty thoufand 
pieces of eight In good filver, which make no incon- 
fiderable fum : aad yeflerday, paiBng through this 
place, we were fet upon by four highwaymen, who 
(tripped U6 even t6 our very whi(kers> and .that, itt 
fuch a manner as obliged the barber to wear artificial 
ones i and you may Jce, pointing to Cardenio, how 
they have defpoikd the face of this- young man who 
accompanied us ; and the cream of the fiory is, that 
according to the public report, which prevails in thi» 
neighbourhood, thofe who robbed us were galley-- 
Saves, that, almoft in this very place, were fct at Ji- 
beity by a man fo valiant, as to let them all loofe^ 
in fpite of the commiflary and his guards. Without 
all doubt, be muft have been deprived of his fenfesy 
or as great a villain as any of thofe he freed,. or Ibme 
pcrfon void of all conCcience and feeling, who could* 
thus turn loofe the wolf among the lambs, the .fo» 
among the poultry, and the flies among the honcy^ 
pots ; defrauding juftice, and rebelling agaiiill his 
king and rightful, fovereign, by adilng- contrary t<i» 
his juft commands,' iii depriving the gallics. of their 
hands, and^iputting in confufion the holy brother* 
hood, which have continued fo many, years in unr 
difturbed repofe '^ m fhort, he hath done a deed that 
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may tend to the perdittdii of Iu$ own feul as well sl^ 
body/' 

r Satiibho had before tecouated to them the adven-« 
ture of the galley-flsiyes^ which he had atchieved 
with fo much glory j; and therefore the clirate u^ed 
It hofne, inotder to drferve &e behaviour of l5on 
Quixote, who ichangcd coloor at every word, with-* 
t)Ut daring to own himfelf the deliverer of that wor^ 
thy crewi ** Thofe, added the prieftj where t^HS per-c 
ions who rified us $ and God of his infinite mercy 
fbrgive the man who prevented the pimi&ment they 
fo richly deferved P* 

c H A f. nii 
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d?he pleafant artifice pra£iifed to extricate' our-enai- 
• i moured knight from the moft rigorous penance he 
'^ hadimpofed upon himfelfi ' 

•■,.••.•■' ■ • 

.IDCARCE had -{he curate pronounced this apo& 
i^^ trophe, when Saneho blundered out, "Then, 
in good faith, Mr. Licentiate, be who. performed this 
ifcxploit was no other than my mafteri not that I 
negleded to tell and advife him before hand to Gonfi*" 
der what he was about, and think what a (in it would 
bd to let loofe thofe who nvere going to the gallies, 
for the moft grievous enormities/* ** You block-* 
liead, cried Don Quixote incenfed, it neither con^ 
terns, nor belongs * to knights-arrant, to examine 
whether the affli£led^ the enflaved and opprefled, 
Vhom they meet on the highway, are reduced td 
•thefe wretched circumftances by their crtme^ or 
thei|:^;nisfortunes ; our bufinefs is onlv to afltft them 
in tlieir diftrefs^ having an eye to their fuflerings, 
:and not to their demerits. I chanced to light upon 
«r ftring of miferable arid difcontented objeds, in be- 
iialf of whom I a£^ed according to the dilates of 
■wy religion, without minding the confequence ) and 

he 


&V wha takes umbrage at what I have don^^ tzrbig 
the facred chara£^cr and honourable perfon ofMv* 
Licentiate, is, I infift upon it, utterly ignoramt of 
chivairy, and lies like the bafe-born fonr ol a whofis ^ 
2nd this aflertion I will make good with mj fword, 
in the moil, ample manner/' So faying, he fixed 
himfelf in the* ftirrups, and cocked his beaver; the 
barber's bafon, which he miftook for Masnbrino^ar 
helmet hanging ufelefs at the 'faddle-bow, until the 
damage it received from the galley*flavts could b^ 
repaired- 

Dorothea, who was equally prudeitt aiid witty^ 
tmderflanding that every, body prcfent, except Sail- 
.cho, diverted themfelves with the extravagant hu« 
mouT of Don Quixote, was wiUing to have her ihare 
of the entertainment, and accordingly^ perceivinff* 
that hts indignation was raifed, ^* Sir knight, £ii3 
file, I hope your worfitip will remember your pro- 
mise to me, by which you are reftri£ied from en* 
gaging in any other adventure, howfoever preJEDng it 
may be« Subdue your refentment therefore, and be 
aiTured, that had Mr. Licentiate known the galley^ 
flaves were fet at liberty by that imincible arm^ ik 
would have taken three ftitchea in ^ts mouth, anil 
bit bis tongue three times^ rather than have uttered 
one word that* (houid redound to the prejudice of your 
worfliip.'' "That I fwear I would have done, faid 
the curate, ay, and have plucked 6ff one of my 
whifkers to boot.'* <' Madam, aiifwered the knight^ 
I am filent. I will reftram the juft indisnatioh which 
begins to rife within jne, and proceed m the utmoft 
peace and quiet, until I ihall have fulfilled the boon 
ipromifed to your higfanefs : but, in recomperce for 
this my. kind intention, I befeech you, if it be not 
too much trouble, to make me acquainted with the 
nature of your mirfbrtune ; and tell me the number^' 
quality, and condition of thofe perfons on wbom I 
sun to take jUft faiisfsi&ioa and fuU vengeance, m 
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your behalf." " With all my heart, anfwered Do- 
rothea^ though I am afraid oi tiring you with a re- 
fcital of my woes and misfortunes/' The knight af- 
furcd her that would be impoflible ; and flie refumed, 
** Well then, be fd good as to favour me with your 
attention/' 

At thefe words Qardenio and the barber went up 
clofe to her, in order to hear what ilory fhe, in her 
difcretion, would invents and Sancho Panza, who 
was as mu^^ deceived as his mailer, followed their 
example. After fhe had feated herfelf firmly in the. 
faddle, cleared her pipes with a hem or two, and 
made other preliminary geftures, (he, with great 
fprightlinefs, mus began : 

" In the firft place, gentlemen, you muft knowy 

tjiat my name iis — ." Here (he made a full 

flop, having forgot how the curate had chriftened 
her: but this defeft was foon remedied ; for, im- 
mediately conceiving the caufc of her hefitation, he 
faid, ** It is no wonder^ madam,, that your highnefs. 
is difturhed and difordered at the recoUcdlion of your 
misfortunes, which are often fo great, as to impair 
the memory to fuch a degree,, that the afflifted can- 
not even remember their own names i tlus.effe£l they 
have had upon you, madam, who have forgot thar 
you are the princefs Micomlcona, legitimate heirefs of 
the great kingdom of Micomiccni. With the aflifl- 
ance of this hint, your highnefs will cafily recal the. 
whole thread of your ftory, to your forrowful remem- 
brance." *^ You arc in the right, replied the damfel 
and I believe I (hall be able to bring my true narrative 
to a happy conclufion, without further prompting. 

The king, my father, whofe name was Tinacrio* 
the fage, lorefaw, by his profound fkill in magic^ 
that my mother, who was called queen Zaramilla, 
would die bctore him ; ^nd that as he himfelf muft 
quit this life foon after, I fhould be left an heplefs 
orjphan: but this confideration, he faid^^ did not 
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give him fo much pain and confuHony as the certain 
foreknowledge, that a monflrous giant, lord of 3 
great ifland that bordered on our kingdoms, called 
randafilando of the gloomy afpeft : (for, it is affirm- 
ed, that although his eyes are, like any other pcr« 
fon's, placed in the middle of his face, he always 
looks afkance, as if he fquinted ; and this obliquity 
the malicious tyrant pra£kifes, in order to furprifc 
and intimidate thofe who behold him:) I fay,' my 
father forefaw by his art, that this giant, informed 
of my being an orphan, would invade me with a 
great army, and deprive me of my whole kingdom^ 
without leaving fo much as a village for my retreat j 
and that nothing could prevent this my ruin and mis- 
fortune, unlefs I .would confent to marry himj 
though fo far as he could learn, it would never 
come into my thoughts to make fuch an unequal 
match : and truly his cpnjefture was well founded ;, 
for it never entered into my head to wed thisgiantj^ 
or other perfon, howfoever tall and unmeafureable he 
might be. My father, therefore, advifed me that 
when, after his death, I fhouldget notice that Panda-*' 
filando was beginning to invade my kingdom -, t 
(hould not flay to put myfelf in a pofture of defence, v 
which would prove my deftruftion, but freely leave 
him the pofleffipn of iny realms, if I was refolved to- 
avoid my own death, and to prevent the total de-^ 
ftru£lion of my .good. ^ and faithful fubjefts : for it 
would be impoffible to defend myfelf againft the in- 
fernal force of the giant; but that- 1 ftiould tmme-^ 
diately fet out for Spain, wherejl would ifind a. remedy, 
for all my misfortunes,,^ii^ vthe perfon of a certain 
knight-errant, whafe famewould beat that time fpread 
over'the whole "kingdom, and whofe name, if I rightly^ 
remember would be Don Hackfot, or Kicklbt.J*^ 
" Don Quixote, your ladyjfhm jvsrould fay, cried San- 
cho, interpofing, alias t]\g^^^night of the Rueful Coun- 
tenance.'* " The very fame> replied Dorothea ; he 

told 
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^.told me moreover, that this knight would be a tal! 
man, Math a long meagre vifage, and have on his 
right Cidoy below, his left fhoulder, or thereabouts, ac 
grey mole garniflied with hair^, which bear feme 
tefemblance to a hog^s bridles/* ' 
. Don Quixote hearing, this circumftance, faid to hisf 
fxiuire, "Come hither, fon Sancho, and help me to 
ijrip 5 for I want to fee if I am a£l:ually the knight^ 
of whom that fage king foretold." " Why ihould^ 
yoilr worfhip ftrip ?" faid Dorothea. "In order to' 
latisfy myfelf : about that mole which your rbyjfl fa-r 
tjier mentioned4*' " You need not give youtfetf 
the trouble, faid Sancho, I know your worfcip hatlk 
jwft fuch a mole on the middle of your back-boney 
which is a Cign of ftrength.'* " That aflurance i*> 
fufEcient, « refumed Dorothea, for^ among friends^ 
we ought not to (land upon trifles j and it is of very 
little confequence whether the mole be upon the 
0\oulder or the back bone ; provided there is really 
iiich a mark oii any part of your body, which is all 
compofed of the fame flefti s Mrithout doubt, my 
worthy father was right in every thing he prog- 
nofticatedj and I have exa<fHy followed his direo 
tions, in recommending my caufe to the proteftion 
of flgnor Don Quixote, who is certainly the in- 
4ividual knight my father defcribed; (ince his fea-' 
tures correfpond with his fame, which fills not only 
Spain, but likewife the whole province of la Man- 
cha * $ for fcarce had I landed at Offuna, thart 
hearing of his vaft exploits, my mind fuggelVed that 
he muft be the very perfon I came in qucft of^*^ 
** How could yout h^nefs, (aid Don Quixote, land 
at OflTivia, which is not 9 fea-port.'^ 
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* Tins is a diverting example of the Bathos, not tmlfte that an« 
ticiimax repeated in the art of finking. 

Nor Alpt^ Bor Af^femitiics eottld keep tis>)ttty 
Hex fortified r«doabt I 
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. before (he had time to make a reply« the. curate 
took the taik upon himfelf, faying, " The princcft 
muft mean^ that after flie landed at Malaga, OfTuna 
:1wis the fitftplace in which {he heard of your wpr- 
ihip.** " T*hat was my meaning,** faid Dorotliea* 
^ There is nothing more plain, anfwered the priefty 
and now your liiajefty may proceed.** I have no- 
thing more to fay, refumed the princefs, but that^ 
at length, defliny has been fo favourable to me in 
-my finding Don Quixote, I reckon, and look upon 
myfelf as qpe^a again, and miftrefs of my whole 
realms, (ince out of his great gourtefy sind maenifi'* 
tence he; hath promifed, in confequence of the 
boon I aiked, to go with me whitherfoeter I (hall 
coadu£l him ; and my intention is no other than to 
l>nng him face to face with Pandz^filando of the 
gloomy afpe&i that he may, by putting him to 
des^th, reilore me to the poffeflion of that >|rhich he 
ib unjuftly ufurps ; and all this will literally happen^ 
as It was prophefied by my worthy fatlier I'inacrio 
the fage, who hath alfo left it written in Chaldean of 
Greek charadiers, for t cannot read them, that i£ 
the knight mentioned in the prophecy fiiould, aftet 
ihaying cut oiF the giant's head, demand me in mar« 
.riage, I muft inflantiy accept of him as my lawfttl 
hu(band, without the le^ft nefitation, and give him 
immediate pofleflion of my perfbn and throne* 
^ Don Qi^ixote, hearing this circumftanc^, criedf 
** What do you think now^ friend Sancho ? do ye 
)ieaf ^hat pafles ? and did not I tell thee as much t 
Obferve now,, whether or not we have not a queen 
to marry, and a kingdom to govern/* *' Adzookers ! 
it is even fo, cried the fquirci and plague^ upon the 
fon of a whore whd tefufes to marry her, as foon as 
Mr. Pandahilado*s weafond is ciit : then, what % 
delicate morfel the queen is ! odd ! I wifli all the 
fleas in my bed were fuch as ihe I'* So faying, he cut 
a brace of capetsi with marks of infinite &tisfac* 

tionf 
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tion, then running up, and taking hold of the bri- 
dle of Dorothea's mule, made her halt, while he, 
falling down on his knees before her, befought the 
princtfs to let him kifs her hand, in token of his re- 
ceiving her as his queen and miftrefs^ Which of the 
company could behold the madnefs of the matter, 
and the fimplicity of the man, without latighine ! 
Dorothea actually gave him her hand, and promiiecl 
to make him a grandee, as foon as, by the favour 
of heaven, fhe ihould be reftored to the pofieffion of 
her kingdom ; and he thanked her in terms which 
redoubled the mirth of all prefent, 

** This, gentlemen, added the damfel, is fny^ftory j 
and nothing now remains, but to tell you, that of 
all the people who attended me when I left my own 
country, not one furvives, except this well bearded 
.fquire 5 all the reft having perifhed in a dreadful 
ftorm that overtook us after we were within fight of 
land : he and I miraculoully floated to the fhore on 
two planks ; and indeed the whole courfe of niy life, 
as you may have obferved in my narration, hatK 
been full oi myftery and wonder. If I have in any 
thing exceeded the bounds of credibility, or been fefs 
accurate than I ought, I hope you will inipute it te> 
that caufe afligned by the Licentiate, in the begin- 
ning of my Rory, namely the continual and extra- 
ordinary affiidl:ion that often impairs the memory of 
the unfortunate.'* " But mine fhall not be im- 
paired, moft high and virtuous lady } faid Don 
Quixote, by all the misfortunes I fhall undergo in 
your fervice, let them be ever fo great and unpre- 
cedented : therefore, I again confirm the boon I 
have promifed, and fwear to attend you even to the 
world's end, until I get fight of that ferocious ad- 
verfary of yours, whofc proud head I hope to flice 
off, with the aififtanc^ of God, my own arm, and 
the edge of this (I will' not iay good) fword 5, thanks 
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to Gincs de * Paflamonte who run away with my 
own :'* (this laft apoftrpphc he muttered between his 
tcedi, and then proceeded aloud, faying,) And af- 
ter I (hall have deprived him of his head, and put 
you in peaceable pofleflion of your throne^ you fhnlh 
be at free liberty to difpofe of your perfon, accord- 
ing to your own will and plealure ; for, while my 
memory is ehgrofTcd, my will enOaved, and my un- 
ilerftanding fubje6bed to her who — — .1 fay no more, 
but that it is impoHible I fliould incline, or have 
the leafl thought towards marrying any other pcr- 
ion, though (he were a perfeft phoenix." 

Sancho was fo much difgufted -at this laft declarar . 
tion of his mailer refufing the marriage, that rai- 
fing his voice, he cried with great indignation^ 
" Signor Don Quixote, I vow and fwcar your wgr- 
feip is crazy, elfe you would never boggle at mar- 
I'png fuch a high-born princefs as this ! Do you 
imagine that fortune will offer fuch. good luck at 
every turn, as {he now prefents ? or prayj do you 
think my lady Dulcinea more handfome than the 
princefs ? I am fure fhe is not half fo beautiful, and 
"w^ill even venture to fay, that (he is not worthy to 
tie her majefty*s fhoe-ftrings. How the plague ihall 
I ever obtain the earldom I expeft, if your wor(bip 
goes thus a fiihing for mu (brooms at fea ? Marry 
^er, marry her, in the devil's name, without much 
ado ; lay hold on this kingdom , that drops, as it 
were, into your hand ; and, after your coronation,^ 
niake me a marquis or lord-lieutenant, and then the 
flevil, if he will, may run away with the reft." 

Don Quixote was enraged, when he heard fuch 

blafphemies uttered againft his miftrefs Dulcinea, 

and lifting up his lance, without fpeaking a fyllablcj, 

or giving die leaft notice of his intention, difcharged 

- 

• If the knight was robbed of hi& own fword by Gines^ wjicrc did 
ke fiod that which he wore on this occalion ? 

two 
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two fiich hearty blows upoii the fquire, as brought 
htm inftantly to the aground, and had not Dorothea 
called aloiid) and be;;rged of htm to forbear^ would 
certainly hate murdered poor Sancho on the fpot. 
♦** Do you think, (faid he, after fome paufc) you 
plebeian £s:bundrel, that I will always ftand with my 
hands in my pockets j and that tliere is nothing to 
be done, but for yoa to miibehave, and for me to 
forgive yoa ? ril teach you better manners, you ex- 
communicated rafcal, for fuch to be fure you are, 
elie you would not wag your tongue againft the 
pcerlefs Dulcinca. Doirt you know, you groveling 
•beggarly villain, that were it, not for the vakmr with 
•which me infpires this arm, I fhbuld not have enough 
to kill a flea ? Tell me, you vipcrifb feoffer, w^hat 
you think hath won this kingdom,' cut off the 
giant's head, and made you a marquis, for alt this 
I look upon as already done and determined r la it 
not the valour of Duldnea that makes ufe of my 
snrm as tise inftrument of her exploits ! In me fhe 
fights and ^ercomes : In her I live, breathy suid 
have my being^ O thou whorefon, ungrateful m& 
fian, who feeft thyfelf raifed from the duft of the 
earth to the rank of nobility, asid repayeft die obli- 
gation by ^ndiering thy benefa&te(s«" 

Sancho was not fo roughly handled but he heard 
every fyllable that hia mafter fpoke, and ftarttng up 
as nimoly as he could, ran behind Dorothea-s pal- 
frey, from whence, he faid to the knight, " Pniy» 
Sir, if your worfhip is determined againft marrying 
this great princefs, is it not plain, that the kingdom 
cannot be yours ; and if that be the cafe, what favours 
can you beftow upon me ? This is what I complain 
of. I would your worfhip would^ once for all, marry 
this queen, who is, as it were, rained down ' from 
' heaven upon us ; and then you may converfe with 
my latiy Dulcinea, according to the cuilom of fome 
kings who keep concubines* As to the afFair of 

beauty, 
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kauty, I will not Intennedclky but^.if the tnitli 
may be told^I-like them both very vi€\\y though I 
aever faw my hdy Dulcinea in my life," How ! 
Aot ktn her ? blafphemous traitor ! cried Don 
(^ixole ; have you not juil brought a meiTage from 
her ?'* *^ I fay, anfwered Sancho^ that when I faw 
her, I had not an opportunity of examining the par- 
ticulars of her beauty and good qualities one by one $ 
.but altogether, (be pleafed me very much," •* Now, 
S«ocho> faid Don. Quixote, I exculpate thee, and 
ihoa muft forgive what I did in my wrath ; for no 
man can command the firft emotion of his paiEon''. 
^ That I can plainly perceive, anfwered the fquire, 
and therefore, the defire of fpeaking is always tlie 
'firft motion in me ; and truly, when once my 
.tongue begins to itch, I cannot for my blood keep it 
withia my teeth." ** For all that, niend Sancho, 
Aid the knight, I would have you coniider before you 
fpes^ S fof, though the |>itcher goe$ often, to the 
wdil— ^I need not mention what foUowa :" ** In good 
-time, leptted the fquire, there is a God above, who 
fee« the faaas^ ^d will judge which of us is moft to 
bla)pn« i I ia fpeakinff, or your worflup in doing 
-cvU*** ^* Let there be no more of this, Sancho, 
fiitd Dorothea, but run and kifs your mailer's hand, 
.aod beg his pardon ; and henceforth, fet a better 
guard upon your praife, and difparagement : above 
idl t]ii«^s, beware of f;wiiig any thing to the pieju- 
dice of that lady Tobo(o, whom I know by nothing 
clfe than my inclination to fcrve her : and.it you put 
^your truft in God, you will not fail of acquiring fome 
-e^ate, by vrfrich you will live like a prince/* 

Sancho tock mx advice, and, hanging his head, 
•went to beg a kifs of his matter's hand, which was 
>gran:ted with great folemnity of deportment ; nay, 
•the knight gave him his bieffing alfo, defiring he 
«would attend him while he rode on a little before 
the reft of tlie company, thdX he m^ht have a better 

oppor- 
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opportunity oiF aflcing a few qucftions, and conver-| 
fing with him about afFairs of the utmoft importance. 
Sancho obeyed the order, and the two having ad- 
vanced a good way before the reft/ '* Since thy re- 
turn, faid Don Quixote, I have had neither time 
nor convenience, to enquire about many particular! 
circumftances of thy embafly, with the anfwer thou 
haft brought : and now, that fortune favours us with 
a fit opportunity, thou muft not deny me the plea- 
fure I fball receive from thy agreeable information.''' 
** Your worfliip, anfwcrcd the fquire, may a(k as 
many queftions as you pleafe : I fhall make eve^ 
thing come out as clear as it went in : but I intreat 
you worfhip, dear Sir, not to be fo revengeful for 
the future :*' Why doft thou call me revengeful,** 
faid the knight ? */ Hecaufe, refumed the fquire, 
thofe blows I was juft now honoured with, were 
more owing to the quarrel the devil picked between 
us t'other night, than to any thing I faid againft 
my lady Dulcinea, whom I love and reverence as a 
relic, though fhe be not one, merely becaufe (he j 
appertains to your worfliip/' No more of thefe 
refleftions, on thy life, faid Don Quixote ; elfe thou 
wilt give me frefli umbrage : I freely forgave thee at 
that time, and thou knoweft, that, according tp the 
common obfervation. Every new fault deferves a 
new penance." 

While this convcrfation pafTed between . them, 
they perceived a man riding towards them on an afs ^ 
ind, when he came a little nearer, difcerned him to 
be a gypfie : but Sancho Panza, who fent his fo«l 
abroad with his eyes, to^ examine every afs that ap- 
peared, no fooner beheld the rider, than he recog- 
tiifed Gines de Paflamonte, and by the thread of the 
gypfie difcovered the clue of his own afs; for it was 
aftually Dapple that carried PaflTamonte, who, for 
the better convenience of felling the beaft, had dif- 
guifed himfelf in the drefs of a gypfie, whofe Ian- 

guage» 
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^uage, with many others, he could fpeak as fluently 
Bs his mother tongue. Sancho faw and recollaAed 
h'lniy and no fooner hacf he feen and recollefbed him, 
than he bellowed forth, " Ah villain Gineiillo ! re- 
ftore my goods — give me back the comfort of my 
Kfe — rob me not of my heart's content — give me 
my afs — give me my darling — ^fly— -thief — (kip, rob- 
ber ; and feek not to preferve tnat v^hich is none of 
thy own." 

There was no need of all this exclamation and 
reproach ; for Gines leaped off at the firll word, 
and at a pretty round trot, which might have paflcd 
for a gallop, made the beft of his way, and vunifhcd 
in a twinkling. Sancho running to his afs, cm- 
braced it with great atfeftion, faying, ** How haft 
thou been, my dear Dapple ? my trutty companion 
and joy of my eyes !". Then kifled and carefied it as 
if it had been a chriftian ; while Dapple very peace- 
ably received thefe demonftrations of love and kind- 
nefs, without anfwering one word. The whole con)- 
pany wifhed him joy of his recovery 5 particularly 
Don Quixote, who affured him, that although he 
had retrieved Dapple, the promife of the three colts 
fiiould not be annulled ; and Sancho thanked him for 
his generorfity. 

While the matter and man were conver/ing by 
themfelves, the curate told Dorothea, that fhe had 
behaved: with great difcretion in her ilory,. both with 
regard to the matter and brevity of it, as well as the 
Kfemblance it bore to thofe legends that are found 
in books of chivalry. She obferved that (lie had em- 
ployed a good part of her leifure time in reading' 
fuch rdfnances, but, being ignorant of the fituation 
of different provinces and fea-ports, fhe had fpoke at 
random, when fhe mentioned her landing at OfTuna.'* 
" I thought fo, refumed the prieft, and made ail 
hade to adjuft niatters by what I faid j but is it not 
very ftrangCj to fee with what facility this poor un- 
fortunate 
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fortunate gentleman fwallows all thofe lies and fic- 
tions, merely becaufe they are delivered in the ililc 
and manner of his nonfenfical books." ** So very 
ftrange and Angular, faid Cardenio, tlfat I qii€ilion 
if there be any genius whatever fo fertile as to frame 
fuch a chara£):er by the mere force of iavention :'* 
** And what is a very remarkable circumftance, rc- 
plievi the curate, waving thofe extravagancies wlijch 
this worthy gentleman utters upon the fubjed: of his 
diforder, he can difcourfe upon other topics with fur- 
prlfmg ability, and appears to be a man of great 
knowledge \nd intellefts : fo that, if you do not 
touch upon chivalry, his hearers mud look apon 
him as a perfon of excellent underftanding. 

While they were engaged in this convcrfation, 
Don Quixote proceeded in his ^ith Sancho, to whom 
he faid, ** Come, friend Panza, let us forget what 
is pad, with regard to animofity, and tell me, with- 
out any ingredient of rancour and refentment, where 
and how you found Duljrinea ? What was (he doing ? 
What did (he fay ? What anfwer did flie make ? 
How did (he look when flie read my letter ? Who 
tranfcribed it for her perufal ? Thefe particulars, and 
every other circumftance of the affair, which you 
think worthy to be known, alked and anfwered, I. 
expert you will explain, without feeking to increafe 
my pleafure with falfe additions, much lefs to 4imi- 
nifli it by malicious omiflion/* " Signor, anfwered 
Sancho, if the truth muft be told, no body tran- 
fcribed the letter ; becaufe I had no letter to l>e tran-^ 
fcribed." " That is very true, replied the knight ; 
for, two days after thy departure, I found the poc- 
ket book in which it was written*, a circumftance 
that gave me infinite pain, as I could not conceive 
what thou wouldftr do, when the miftake Ihouid. ap- 
pear $ indeed I always imagined thou wouldft have 
returned hither immediately upon the difcovcry." 
** That would certainly have been the cafe, faid. the 

f(]^uire|. 
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fquire. If, when your worihip read it to me, I had 
not retained it in my memory, fo perfc£k as to be 
able to di£late it to a pariOi clerk, iii4io, as I re- 
peated, tranfcribcd it fo exaftlv, that he faid in all 
the days of his life, though he nad read many letters 
of excommumcation, he had never fcen fuch a clever 
letter as yours*" *• And doft thou ftill retain it/* 
faid Don Quixote. " No, Sir, replied Sancho^ 
For, after I had put it into her hand, I thought 
there was no further occafion to retain itj and there- 
fore let it flip out of my remembrance j or, if any 
part remains, it is that of the fubterrene— I mean 
fovereign lady, and the conclufion. Yours till death, 
the knight of the Rueful Countenance ; with about 
three hundred fouls, and lives, and pigfnies, whicb 
I fct down in the middle." 

C H A P. IV. 

The favoury converfation that pafled between Don 
Quixote and his fquire Sancho Panza ; with 
many other incidents. 

** A LL this is pretty well } proceed, faid Don 
-^*'. Quixote : how was that queen of beauty em-, 
ployed, when you arrived , J dare fay, you found 
her ftringing pearls, or embroidering fome device for 
this her captive knight, with threads of gold.'* 
** No, truly, anfwered the fquire ; I found her win- 
nowing two hufliels of wheat in the yard." " Then 
you may depend upon it, refumed the knight, the 
grains of that wheat were converted into pearls by 
the touch of her hand : and didft thou obferve, my 
friend, whether it was of the finer or common fort ?'* 
** Why neither, laid Sancho, it feemed to be as it 
were red wheat*'* " But, fmce it was winnowed 
by her fair hands, anfwered Don Quixote, I dare af-. 

&rm> it w^l make ibt vdhit^ bjreftd ia Sp»io.' Go on 

with 
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with thy information. When the letter was delivered 
did fhe not kifs it, and place it on the crown of her 
head, in token of refpeft ? did (he not perform fome 
ceremony worthy of fuch a letter ? pray how did fhe 
receive it !" " When I presented the letter, anfwered 
Sancho, flie was in a main hurry, winnowing a large 
heap of wheat that was in her fieve 5 and faid to 
me,- Friend, lay down the letter on that fack : for I 
cannot pretend to read it, until I have made an end 
of my work." " Difcreet lady ! cried the knight; 
her intention certainly was to read it at her leifure, 
that Ihe might recreate herfclf with the contents. — 
J*roceed, Sancho — find while fhe was thus employed, 
what converfation paffed between ybu ? what quef- 
tions did fhe alk concerning me ? and what anfwers 
didft thou make ? Recount the whole, without leav- 
ing one fyllable untold." 

•* She alked me no queflion, replied the fquire ; 
but I told her, how I had left your worfliip doing 
penance for love of her, fkipping among thofe roclcs, 
naked firom the waift upwards, like a mere favage, 
fleeping on the bare ground j-negle^iiing to eat yoqr 
food like a chriftian, or to comb your beard like a 
decent man, but whining, and weeping, and curfing 
your fortune.'^ " If you faid I curfed my fortune, 
you mifreprefented me, faid Don Quixote ; for I 
blefs my fate, and will blefs it all the days of my 
life, fdr having made me worthy to afpire to the 
love of fuch an high lady as Dulcinea del Tobofo." 
" High indeed ! anfwered Sancho, for, in faith, flie 
i§ a good hand taller than I am." " fjow, hafb thou 
been meafured with her, Sancho !" faid the knight. 
" I'll tell yoii how, anfwered the fquire ; while I 
was hdping to lay a load of corn upon an afs, w^ 
came fo clofc ti)gether, that I could eafily perceive 
fhe over-tt>pped tne by a full hand.." *^' That may- 
be true,^ faid Don Quixote ; though her tallnefs is 
'accoinpanied and adoriicd by a myriad of mental 
•^' ' graces* 
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graces. But, this you will not deny, Sancho, that 
while you was fo near her, your noftnls were regaled 
by a Sabsean odour, an aromatic fragrance, a certain 
delicious fenfation, for which there is no name. I 
mean a fcent, a perfume, fuch as fills tlie fliop of 
fome curious glover." ** All that I can fay, an- 
fwered Sancho, is, that I was fenfible of a (ort of 
rammifli fmell, which, I believe, was owing to her 
being in a muck fweat with hard work/* ** T'hat is 
impolTible, cried the knight; thy fenfe muft have 
been depraved; or that fmell muft have proceeded 
from thy own body; for I am perfeftly well ac- 
i]uainted with the odour of that rofe amone briars, 
that liliy of the valley, that liquid amber!*' *♦ II 
may be fo, faid Sancho : I have often known fuch 
fmells come from myfelf, as then feemed to come 
from my lady Dulcinea : but that is not to be won- 
dered at : becaufe as the faying is, every fiend may 
ftink of brimftone/' *• Well then, added Don 
QHiixote, (lie hath now winnowed the wheat, and 
fent it to the mill, how did flie behave after (he had 
read my letter?*' " The letter, anfwered Sanchon 
was not read at all : for, as (he could neither read nor 
write, fhe chofe to rend and tear it to pieces, rather 
than give it to any body who might publiDi her fe- 
crets in the village ; faying, fhe was>ery well fatis- 
fxed with the inioriiiation I gave her, oy word of 
mouth, concerning your worlbip's love for her, and 
the extraordinary penance I left you doing on her ac** 
count. -Finally, &e bade me tell you, that ihe kifled 
your worfliip's hands, being much more defirO'At of 
feeing than writing to you ; and therefore (he intreatod 
and commanded your- wor(hip, by thefe prefents, to 
^uit this defert, and leave off playing (he fool, and 
forthwith fet out on your journey to l^obofo, pro- 
vided that fomething elfe of greater importance fliauld 
not happen ; for (he longed very much for a fig|>t of 
your worfliip : and laughed heartily when I told der. 
Vol, II. - D that 
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thtt 70U had uken the name of the knight with the 
Rueful Countenance. When I aiked, if the Bifcayaii 
had been lately with her^i (he anfwered. Yes \ and 
that he was very much of a gentleman : but| when { 
i&nquired about the gaUey-flaves^ ihe faid, flie had as 
yet fecn none of them." 

^< Hitherto, all goes well, f^d the knight; but, 
l^ray tell me, what jewel ihe gave you at parting, 
for the news you had brought of me her lover ; for 
it is an ancient praftice and cuftom among knights^ 
errant and their miftreffes, to beftow upon their 
fquires, damfels, or dwarfs, who bring them news of 
each odiier, fome rich jewel, as a reward and acknow«> 
iedgment for the meflage." ** It may be fo, faid 
^ncho, and I think it an excellent cuftom ^ but 
that muft have been in time paft : for, in this age, 
it is cuftomary to give nothing but a piece of bread 
and cheefe, which was all the prefent I received from 
ffnv lady Dulcinea, who reached it over the yard 
wall, when I took my leave; by this token, that 
the cheefe was made of ewe*s milk." *^ She is libe- 
ral to excefs) faid the knight; and if (he omitted 
giving thee a jewel, it muil certainly have been ow* 
ing to her not having any by her ; but all in good 
time * : I fcall fee her boon, and then every ming 
will be.fet to rights. Yet, there is one thing, San* 
cho, which overwhelms me with aftonifhment. You 
fecm to have travelled through the air; for you 
have fpent little more than three days in your jour* 
nfiy ; though Tobofo is more than thirty leagues dif* 
tanr.^rpm hence. From this extraordinary expedi- 
ti )n, I conje£lure, that the fage, who is my friend, 
and intereils himfelf in my affairs, and fuch there 
certainly is and muft be, elfi? I (hould be no true 
knight-errant : I fay, this enchanter muft have 
fiflifted thee in thy journey, though thoU didft not 

* LiteraUy, Sleeves are good even after Eaftcr, L c. Though a good 
thing comes late;, it is never nnfeafonabk. 

perceive 
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Ip^ceWe it; for foiiie there are of tliat clafs, who 
will tsdce up a knight-errant while he is afleep in hii 
bed, and without his knowing anv thing of me mat* 
ter, he ihall awake next morning m ibme place more 
than a thoufand leagues from the houfe where he 
took up his lodging the night before; and without 
fuch fudden traniportationSi it would be impoffible 
for knights to fuccour each other in diftrefs, as they 
frequently do. A knight-errant, for example, hap<» 
pens to be fighting in the deferts of Armenia, with 
fome fierce dragon, dreadful goblin, or rival knight | 
and being womed, and juft at the point of being 
flain, behold^ when he leaft expe£i?s it, there fud^ 
denly appears in a cloud or fiery chariot, another 
knight, a friend of his, who, but a minute before^ 
refided in England, and who aiiifts and delivers hint 
from death; and that fame night, he findr.himfeif 
fupping at his eafe in his own houfe, whieh is ofteit 
two or three thoufand leagues from the field of bac4 
tie: and all this is efiedied by the induftry and art of 
fage enchanters, who take thofe vaGant knights under 
their protection. 

Wherefore, friend Sancho, t can cafily believ*©, 
that thou haft in fo little time travelled from hence 
to Tobofo and back again; becaufe, as I have aU 
ready obferved, fame friendly fage muft have carried 
thee through the air, though thou.didi^ nU perceive 
it.** "TNTot unlikely, replied the fquire, for, in gooJl 
faith, Rozinante went like a gypfy's afs, with quick* 
fiivcr in his oars." " With quickfilvcr, cried the 
knight; ay, and a legion of demons to boot, who are 
beings that tiravel themfelvcs; aAd fnalte othsr people 
travel as faft as they pleafe, without tk'mg '* 

But, waving das fubjcci, how do'ft rhou thiiifc 1 
ought to regulate my conduft, now that my mtilref* 
commands tnc to appear in her pre fence f for, aU 
though I find myfeif obliged to comply with h?r or- 
ders^ I am utterly incapacitated by the boon I have 
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granted to this princefs ; and, I am bound, by the 
laws of chivalry, to fulfil my promife, before I in- 
dulge my inclination. On one hand, I am per- 
fecuted and harrafied by the defire of feeing Oul- 
cine^ ; on the other, I ant incited and invited by my 
honour, and the glory I (hall acquire in this enter- 
prife. I am therefore determined to travel with all 
expedition, until I arrive at the place where the giant 
refides, and when I fhall have reftored the princefs 
to the peaceful pofieiTion of her kingdom, after 
having fliortened the ufurper by the head, I will re- 
turn to the rays of that beauty which enlightens my 
thoughts; and cxcufe myfelf in.fuch a manner as 
to obtain. her forgivenefs, as (he will pbinly perceive 
that my delay tended to the increafe of her glory and 
fame: feeing all my reputation in arms, paft, pre- 
fent or to come, proceeds from her favour and in- 
ipiration," " Lord ! cried Sancho, how your wor- 
fiiip is concerned about a parcel of pot(heard8. Pray 
tell me, fir, do you intend to make this journey .for 
soiling ; and to I^t fuch a rich and noble marriage 
•S this flip through your fingers, while the dowry is 
no lefs than a kingdom ; whidb, I have actually heard, 
is more than twenty thoufand leagues round, plenti- 
h^y ftored with every thing that is needful lor the 
fuftenance of mortal man, and larger than Portu- 
gal and Caftile put together ? Hold your tongue, a 
Cod's name, and take (bame to yourfelf, for what 
you have faid : pardon my freedom, take my advice, 
and marry in the firft place where we can find a 
curate $ or make ufe of our friend the licentiate, who 
will buckle you handfomely. Take notice therefore, 
that I am of an age; to give good counfel, and this 
tfiat I oiFer will fit you to a hair ; for, a bird in hand 
is worth .two in the bu(h ; and, as the faying is. He 
that hath good in his view, and yet will not evil e(^ 
chcw> his lolly deferveth to rue.'^ 

^* Sancho^ 
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'' Sandio, anfweired Don Quixote^ if diou advifeft 
me to marry, with a view of feeing me king, after I 
fliall have killed the giant^ that I may have an op* 
portunity of rewarding thee with what I have pro* 
mifed, thou muft know, that I can eafily gratify thy 
wifhes, withput wedding the princefs ; for, berore I 
engage in the combat, I "wiHl covenant, that provided 
I come off conqueror, and decline die marriage, I 
fhail have it in my power to difpofe of one part of 
the kingdom as I (hall think proper; and to whom 
(hould I give it but to thee ?" " That is very plain, 
replied the fquire; but I befccch your worQiip-to 
make choice of the fea-coaft, becaufe if I ibould 
happen to diflike the country I may ftiip -off my 
black flaves, and fell them as I have already hintecU 
Wherefore, without troubling yourfclf, at prefent, 
about my lady Dulcinea, I would have you go and 
flay the giant, and conclude that affair from which, 
before God ! we fhall certainly reap much hciour 
and advantage." ** I tell thee^ Sancho, faid Don 
Quixote, thou art in the right, and I MrilL follow thy 
advice, io far as it regards my attendance upon the 
princefs, before I viiit Dulcinea. But fay not a 
word to any body, even thofe of our company not 
excepted, of this converfation } for, as (he is fo re- 
ferved and careful of concealing her fentiments, it 
would be inexcufable iil me, if I, or any other through 
my means, fhould difclofe them." " Since this is^ 
the cafe, faid the fquire, why docs your worfhip 
command all thofe that are vanquifhed by your arm, 
to go and prefent themfelvcs before my lady Dul- 
cinea ? You may as well give it under your hand, 
that you are her< true and trufty lover : for if you 
compel them to fall upon their knees before her, ancf 
fay they arc fent by your worfhip, to pay homage to 
her, how is it poflible, that the fentiments of either 
you or her can be concealed ? 

D 3 " What 
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** What ah ignorant and fimplc fellow thou art ! 
tefumcd Jthe knight, canft thou not fee that all this 
rcdoands to her praife and exaltattori ? — Thou.muft 
Itnow that in our ftile of chivalry, it is deemed a 
great honour for a lad;^ to be admired by a great 
many knights, whofe wiflies extend no farther than 
lo the defire bl ferving her for hex own fake, witliout 
e3[pe£l;ing any other regard for their great and mani- 
fold fervkps, than the glory of being admitted into 
the number of her knights." " In like mani^er, faid 
Sancho, I have heard a prieft in the pulpii obferve, 
that we muft love our Saviour for his own fake^ 
without being moved thereto, by any fear of punifti- 
Rient,.or hopes of applaufe : though, for ray own part» 
I am inclined to love and ferve him, on account of 
his p©wer," " Now, the devil take the clown ! cried 
Don .Quixote, he fometimes makes fuch flirewd ob-n 
fervations, that one would thbik he had a£tuad}y 
ftudicd !" " And yet, upon my confcicnsce,, anfweredk 
the fquire, I know not fo much as my letters* '*^ 
At that inflant, Mr« Nicholas calling aloud tothem^ 
to ftop a little, that the reft might have time tO'.driiE^k 
at a fpring,. which they found in the '^ay ; Doft 
Quixote turned back, to the no fmall fati8fa£bi(m of 
Sancho, who was already tired with telling lies* 
and afraid of being dete£led by his mafter ; for, al-« 
though he knew that Dulctnea was the dauber of 
a peafant at Tobofo, he had never feen her in ht9 lKf%- 
By this time Cardenio had put on the cloaths which 
Dorothea wore, when they found her ; and though 
they were none of the moll elegant, he made a much 
better figure than with his tattered drefs, which he 
now threw away. The whole company fat down 
by the fpring, where, while they appeafcd the keeii 
hunger that poflefled them all, with what the curate 
had brought from the inq, a lad chanced to pafs^ 
that way, who looking earncftly at. the whole, com- 
pany, at length run up to Don Quixote, ajiul enibra-i 
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ring his knecs^ began to blubber mod heartily^ fty-* 
kig^ ** Ah ! figndr, don't you know ine ? look at me 
again : I am that fame individual young man, cal-^ 
led Andrew, whom your wor(hip delivered from thtf 
tree to which I was tied." The knight recolle£lcd 
his features^ and taking him by the hand> addreiledf 
himfelf to the company, in thefe words : 

" That you may fee of what importance knight- 
errantry i$, to redress the wrongs and grievancea 
which are daily committed by the infolent and wick- 
ed wretches who live upon this earth, know, that| 
as I pa fled by a wood fome time ago, I heard the 
fcreams and woeful cries of fome afflifted creature^' 
in the utmoft diftrefs ; and in ronfequence of my^ 
oath and obligation, riding towards the plate froml 
which the lamentatioti fcemed to come, I founj 
this very young man ti^d to an oak tree ; and, I arti 
glad from my foul, thit he is here in perfon to bear 
witncfs to tne. truths I fay, he was bound to art 
oak, naked frbm iStt waift upw^fds; and a pea^ 
fant, ifrho, I afterwkrd^ undemood, Was his mafter^ 
flood fcourging him with . the reins of a bridle. 
When I enquired into the caufe of this barbarous 
treatment, the ruftid anfwered that he only whip*' 
ped his owti fenrant, for being guilty of fome he»> 
gle£t that favoured mote of knavifiinefs dian fimpli*' 
city. The boy {irotefted he had done nothing W 
afked his wages : to this affirmation, the mafter re» 
plied by fome afleverations which I have forgot; 
DTut, though I heard his excufes, I would? not admii 
of them. In ffaort, I ordered the pea£mt f!b unfid 
the youth, and made him fwe$ur,.«^at he would 
carry him home, and pay him his- ^ges ill ready" 
cafh, nay, and pay him in riaU that fhould be pet^ 
fumed. Is not tnis literally^ true, fon Andrew f 
didft thou not obferve, with what authority 1 cott^ 
manded, and with what. Humility he promifed to 
comply with every thmg:that i ittipofisd, ftiggcftcrf^. 
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and defired ? Anfwer without perturbation or doubt> 

and tell tiiis honourable company what paffed, that 

they may fee, and be convinced, of what ufe it is, as X 

faid, to have knights-errant contiQually upon duty.'' 

*^ All ^ that your worfhip hath told, is very true, 

anfwered the young man ; but the end of the bufi- 

nefs was quite the reverfe of what you imagined.'* 

•• How ! the reverfe ! cried the knight ; has not the 

peafant paid thee thy wages ?" ** Far froni paying 

me my wages, faid Andrew, your worfliip was no 

fooner out of the wood, and we by ourfelves again, 

than he bound nie a fecond time to the fame oak, 

and laflied me fo feverely, that I remained like St. 

Bartholomew flead alive; and, at every flripe, he 

jeered and fcoffed and made game of your worfhip 

in fuch a manner, that if it had not been for the ex* 

celFive pain I felt, I could not have refrained from 

laughing at what he faid* In ihort,. he treated me 

fo cruelly, that till this very day, I have been in the 

hofpital, for the cure of the wounds I received from 

that mifchievous farmer: and truly your worfhip 

was the caufe of all that I fuffered; for, if you 

had followed your own road, without going where 

nobody called you, or meddling with other people's 

affairs, my mafler would have been fatisfied with 

giving me a cool dozen or two, and then loofed and 

paid me my due. But, when your worfhip abufed 

Jgitn fo unfeafonably, and called him fo many bad 

names, his choler was inflamed ; and as he could not 

be revenged upon you, as. foon as you was gone, he 

difcharged the florm of his. wrath upon me in fuch 

z manner, that I fhall never.be my own man again/' 

" The misfortune, faid the knight, was in my 

leaving him, before I had feen thee paid; for, I 

ought to have known, by long experience, that no 

jpeafant will keep his word, if he thinks it his interefl 

.tp break it. , But thou mayfl remember, Andrew, 

that I fwore, if he did riot perform his promife, I 

would 
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would return and fearch for him, until he ihould be 
found, even if he (faould hide himfelf in the whale's 
belly." " V^ry true, replied Andrew ; but that 
threat fignified nothing." *' Thou (halt prefently fee 
what it fignifies," refumcd Don Quixote, who getting 
up haftily, ordered Sancho to bridle Rozuiante, 
who was following their example, in refreihing him* 
felf with grafs. 

When Dorothea aiked what he intended to do, he 
replied, '^ he was going in queft of the peafant, to 
chaflife him for his villainous behaviour, and make 
him pay Andrew to the laft farthing, in defpite and 
defiance of all the ruftics upon earth." ,To this de- 
claration, (he anfwered, by defiring him to confi- 
der that, according to the promifed boon, he could 
not engage in any enterpriie, until her affair Ihould 
be finifhed; ..and fince this ftipulation was known to 
himfelf better than to any other perfon, (he intreated 
him to reprefs his refentment till his return from- 
her kingdom. •* That is very true, refumed the 
knight, and Andrew muft wait with patience for my 
return, as your majefty obferves; but, I repeat my 
oath and my promife, never to defift until I ihalt 
have feen his wages paid, and his injuries revenged.'* 
** I don't truft to thofe oaths, faid Andrew, and 
would rather, at prefent, have wherewithal to bear 
my expences to Sevil, than all the revenge in the 
world : be fo good, if you have any victuals, to give 
me fomething to eat upon my journey, and the 
Lord be with your worihip and all knights-errant, 
who, I wifh, may always err as much in their own 
affairs, as they have done in mine." Sancho, taking 
a luncheon of bread and ch^efe from the (lore, gave 
it to the young man, faying, " Here, brother An- 
drew, take this : and now we have all fhared in your 
misfortune." When Andrew aiked, what fliare of 
it had fallen to him, he replied, ^* That {hare of 
bread and cheefe which I have given you : and God 
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knows whether I jball not feel the Io(s of it: for, 
you muft know, friendy that we fquires of knights-* 
errant are fubjeA to n>any a hungry belly, with 
other misfortunes which are more eaAly felt tham 
defcribed-" 

Andrew accepted of the bread and cheefe, and 
feeing that nobody ofiered him any thing elfe, made 
his bows> and as the faying is> took his toot in his ^ 
hand« True it is„ before he departed, he addrefled 
himfelf to Don Quixote, faying, ^* For the love of 
Cod ! Sir knight-errant, if ever you meet me again^ 
fpare yourfelf the trouble of coming to my ai&ftance» 
even uiough you ihouM fee me cut into minced meac« 
but leave me to my misfortune, which cannc^ be fo 
great, but that it may be increafed by the fuccour of 
your worfliH), whom God confound, together with 
all the knights-errant that ever were bonu'' Don 
Quixote ftarted up^ in order to chaftife him^ but he 
van away with fuch nimblenefs^ that nobody at- 
fiempted to parfue him ^ and the knight was fa 
afliamed of his exploit, that the company. were at 
great pains to contain their laughter^ to prevent- ht» 
ieing quke out of countenance* 

C H A F. V- 

Which treats of what happened to Don Quixote^ 
and.his company at the inn. . ; 

THEIR fumptuou!} meal being ended^ ihcf 
fiiddied their beafts» and without meetiafig any 
iSiing worthy of mention, arrived next day at the 
-very inn which was fo much the di^ead and terror o£ 
Sancho ; but, uuvrilfing as he waa to enter, he could 
fiot avoid going into k^ The innkeeper, his wife, 
daughter, and Maritomes,. iSseing Don Quixote and 
Sancho at the gate, Ivent oat to receive^em vntb- 
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great demonftrations o( |o|r | and the knight vetoftt-^ 
ed their compliments witn ffrave deportment an^ 
folemn approbation, defif ing mem to prepare a netr 
ter bed for him than that ^hkh he had occupied 
before. To this demand the bndlady, anfweredt' 
that, provided he would pay better than be did be-"" 
fore, he fhould lie like a prince : he prontifed to fee 
her fatisfied, and they immediately made up a tolera'>-* 
ble bed, in the fame garret where he had fortnerly' 
lodged, in which he laid himfelf dawn, very much 
difordered both in body and mind. He wa$ na 
fooner locked up in his chamber, than the landlady 
attacked the barber, and feizing him h(f the beards 
cried, ^* By my faith f you ihall no longer ufe my tail 
for a beard. Give tne my tail, I fay, fof> it is s 
fbame to fee how my hufband's thing is bandied about 
for want of it ^ I mean the comb that he ufed to ftick 
in my tail." But the barber would not patt with it, 
for all her tugging, until the prieft defired him to 
reflore it y becaufe there was no further occafic^ for 
the difguife, as he might now appear in his own 
ihape, and tell the knight, tliat after he'iiad. been*^ 
robbed by the galley-flaves> he had fled to ikdX inn ; 
and if he fliould enquire for the princefs*^ gentleman. 
ulher, they would tell him, fhe had difpatched him 
away before her, to advert ife her friends and fubjefts/*- 
that (he was upon the road, accompanied by the de- 
liverer of them alL Thus fatisfied, the bather will- 
ingly reftored the landlady's tail, and every thing' 
elfe they had borrowed, with a view of dtfefigagifig 
Don Quixote from the mountain ;. and all the peo- 
ple of t^e inn were aftonifhed at the beauty of l>ofO-: 
thea, as alfo at tht genteel mieii of the fwain Car-^ 
denio. The curate ordered them to get ready fome- 
•iing to eat 5.. and the innkeeper,, in hope of bchigr- 
well paid, drefled with all difpatch, a pretty reafotf-- 
able dimier j but they didnot think proper to wak^ii. 
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JJkm Quixote, who, they believed, ftood at that time 
more in need of fleep than of food. 

The difcourfe at table, in prefence of the inn- 
keeper, his wife, daughter* Maritornes, and all the 
other lodgers, happening to turn upon the uncom- 
mon madnefsof the knight, and the condition in which 
they found him ; the hoftefs recounted to them what 
had happened in her houfe between him and the 
carrier ; then looking round the room, and feeing 
Sancho was not prefent, (he told the whole (lory of the 
blanketing, to the no fmall entertainment of the com- 
pany. The curate obferving that Don Quixote's un- 
derilanding was difordered by the books of chivalry. 
be had read, the innkeeper replied, I cannot con- 
ceive how that is poflible j for, really, in my opinion, 
they are the beft reading in the world : I have now 
in my cuftody two or three of them, together with 
fome other papers, which, I verily believe, have pre- 
served not onjiv my life, but alfo that of many others ; 
for, in harveft time, a great number of reapers come 
hither to pafs the heat of the day j and there being 
always one among them who can read, he takes 
Wp a book, and we, to the number of thirty or more, 
ibrming a ring about him, liden with fucn pleafure, 
as were enough to make an old man grow young a- 
^ain ; at leaft, I can fay for myfelf, when I near him 
read of thofe furious and terrible ftrokes that have 
been given by certain knights, I am feized with the 
defire of being at it myfelf •, and could liften to fuch 
ftories whole nights and days without ceafing.** " I 
wifti you would, with all my heart, replied the wife ; 
for, I am fure, I never enjoy a quiet minute in the 
houfe, except, wheix they are reading, and then you 
ar^ fo bamboozled with what you hear, you forget 
to fcold^for that time." That is the very truth of 
the matter, faid Maritornes : in good faith, I myfelf 
am hugely diverted, when I hear thofe things ; they 
are fo ckver^ especially when they tell as how yon 

t'other 
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toother lady lay among orange trees in the embraces 
of her knight, while a duenna» half dead with envy 
and Airprifc, kept fentry over them — odd ! all tliefe 
things, make my chops watej," 

" And what is your opinion of the matter, my 
young niiftrefs ?" faid the pried to the innkeeper's 
daughter. " Truly, fignor, I don*t well know," fhc 
replied, ** but liften among the reft, and, really tho* 
I do not underftand it, I am pleafed with what I hear : 
yet I take no delight in thofe ftrokes that my father 
loves ; but in the lamentations made by the knightf » 
when they are abfent from their miftrefles, which, in 
good footh, often make me weep with compaffion." 
** Then you would foon give them relief, if they 
mourned for you, my pretty maid," faid Dorothea ? 
** I don't know what I fhould do,"anfwered the girl ^ 
** but this I know, that fome of thofe laidies are fo 
cruel, their knights call them lions, tieers, and a 
thoufand other reproachful names. Jelus, 1 can't 
conceive what fort of folks thofe muft be, who are fo 
hard-hearted and unconfcionable as to let a m:ln of 
honour die, or lofe his fenfes, rather than take the 
lead notice of him : yvliy ihould they be fo coy ? if 
their fuitors court them in an honeit way, let them 
marry, and that is all the men defire." " Hold your 
peace, child," faid the landlady, " mcthinks you arc 
too well acquainted with thefe tnings : young maidens, 
like you, fliould neither know nor fpeak fo much." 
The daughter faid, as the gentlem?n aCked me the 

aueftion, {he could do no lefs than atifwer him : and 
lie curate demanding a fight of the books, " With 
all my heart,'* replied the innkeeper, who going to 
his own chamber, brought out an old portmanteau 
fecured with a chain, which being opened, the pried 
found in it three large volumes and fome manu- 
fcripts written in a very fair chara£ker. 

The fiid' book they opened appeared to be Don 

Cirongilio of Thrace ^ the fecondj Felixmarte of 

Hyrcania ^ 
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fiyrcania ; and the third was the hiftorjr of the great 
captain Gon^alo Hernandes de Cordova, with the 
life of Diego Garcia de Pa^edcs. The curate having 
read the titles ©f the two firft, turned to the barber, 
fayingy ** We now want our friend's houfekcepcr and 
coufiu.** *• Not at aUy anfwcred Mr. Nicholas, I 
Hfiyfelf can convey them to the yard, or rather to the 
chimney, where there is actually a fpecial gooci 
fire/* What ? you intend to. hum thcfc books, 
then,'^ faid the inkeeper ? " Only Aefc two," an- 
fwered the curate, pointing to Don Cirongilio and 
^elixmarte> " I fuppofe then," rcfumcd the land-^ 
lord, ** my books are heretic and flegmati^ ?** ^ You 
mean fchifmatic, honeft friend, and not fiegma^ic,*' 
faid the barber, ** Even fo,** repHed the landlord j- 
*' but if any of them be burnt, let it be the hiftory 
Df that great captain, together with IMego Garcia ^ 
for I would rather fufFer you to commit my fon to 
the flames, than to burn e*cr a one of the reft.** 
** Hark-ye, brother, faid the curate, thefc two. 
books are ftufFed with lies, vanity, and extravagance jl 
but chat of the great captain is a true hiftory, con- 
taining the exploits of Gon^alo Hernandez de Cor- 
dovaj who, by his numerous and valiant atchieve- 
ments, acquired, all the world over, the epithet of the 
great captain, a renowned and fplendid appellation, 
merited by him alone : and that Diego Garcia de 
Paredes was a noble cavalier, born in the city of 
Truxillo in Eftremadura, a moft valiant foldier, and. 
endowed with fuch bodily ftrength, that with a fingje 
finger he could flop a mill-wheel in the heat of its 
motion i and being once pofted at the end of a 
bridge, with a two handed-fword, he alone prevented, 
a vaft army from paffing over it: he performed a. 
great many aftions of the fame kind, which he him- 
lelf hath recounted with all the modefty of a gentle-: 
man who writes his own memoirs : whereas, had 
they been committed to writing, by any other free 

and 
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.2nd difpailionate author, diey would have eclipfcd 
ail the He£kors, AchillefeS) Orlandos t^t ever 
Hved." •* You may tell fuch (luff to my grannam,'* 
faid the innkeeper* ** Lord ! how you are lurprifed at 
the ftopping of a mill- wheel ! before God ! I advife 
your worihip to read, as I have done *, the hiftory 
of Felixmarte of Hyrcania, who| with a (ingle back- 
ftroke,. cut five giant's throush the middle, as caiily 
as if they had been made of beans^ like the figures 
with* which the boys divert themfelves. Another 
time> he engaged a moft in(tnite and powerful army, 
confifting of a million and (ix hundred thoufand- 
fbldiers, ail armed capa-pee^ whom he totally rout-> 
ed, as if they had been flocks of fiieep. Then what 
fliall we fay of the moft excellent Don Cirongilio 
of Thrace, who was £b valiant and courageous, 2^ 
may be feen in the book of his hiftory, that while ht^ 
waS'failing on the river, a fienr ferpent rofe above the 
water, which he no fooner (aw, than leaping on it» 
back, he faftened himfelf aftride upon his icaly (lioul-* 
ders^ and fdzed it by the throaty with both hands, fo- 
forcU^y, that the ferpent feeling itielf well-nigh 
ftraiigled> could iind no other remedy but dive intot 
the profound with the knight> who would not quit 
his hold 'y and when he delcended to the bottom, he 
found himfelf in a palace (ituated in the midft of a 

grden that was wonderfully pleafant : and then tlie 
rpent turned itCelf into an ancient man, who told 
him fuch things as you would rejoice to hear-*-Say no 
more^ fignor, if you waft to hear it, you would rua 
ftark mad for joy — fo that,, a fig for your great cap* 
tain, and diat fame Diego Garcia you talk of.'^ 

Dorothea hearing this harangue, whifpered ta 
Cardeaio, *^ Our hoft wants not much to make the 
fiscond edition, of Don Quixote.^ *^ I think fo too^ 


* It will appear, ia the ftqudl that th^landlbrd could not read at 

lU I newrtkekis; he might hoaft o£ what h« could not do. 

anfwered 
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anfvvercd Cardenio 5 for by bis difcourfe, he feeins 
to take it for granted, that every thing which is n:- 
counted in thefe books, is neither more nor lefs than 
the truth *, and all the capuchins in Spain will not be 
able to alter his belief." ** Confider, brother, ** re- 
fumed the curate, ** that there never was upon earth 
fuch a perfon as Fclixmarte of Hyrcania, nor Don 
Cirongilio of Thrace, nor any other of fuch knights 
as are celebrated in books of chivalry. The whole 
is a fi£lion compofed by idle perfons of genius, for 
the very purpofe you mentioned, namely paftime, 
which was the aim of your reapers ; for, I fwear to 
you, no fuch knights ever exifted, nor were any 
fuch exploits and extravagances ever performed in 
this world," ** You muft throw that bone to fome 
other dog," replied the landIord> " as if I did not know 
that two and three make five ; or where my own 
(lioe pinches. Your worfhip muft not think to feed 
me with pap, far egad I am no fuch fuckling : a 
good joke, faith \ You would make me believe that 
all the contents of thefe books are madnefs and lies> 
although they are printed by licence from the king's 
council; as if they were perfons who would wink 
at the printing of fuch Kes, battles and enchant- 
ments, as turn people's brains." " Friend," replied 
the curate, " I have already told you. that they arc 
deligned for the amufement of our idle hours } and 
as in every well governed common-wealth, the 
games of chefs, billiards and tennis, are licenfed 
tor the entertainment of thofe who neither can nor 
ought to work ; in like manner thofe books are al- 
lowed to be printed, on the fuppofition, that no- 
body is fo ignorant as to believe a fyllable of what 
they contain \ and if I was now permitted, or the 
company required it, I could give fome hints towards 
the improvement of books of chivalry, which per- 
haps might be both ferviceable and entertaining ; but~ 
I nope the time will come, when I may have an op- 
portunity 
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portunity of imparting my fuggeftions la thofe who 
can convert them to general ufe : mean while, Mr* 
Publican, you may depend upon the truth of what 
I have faid ; take your books away, and fettle the 
affair of their truth or falfehood juft as your own 
comprehenfion wjill permit ; much good may tliey 
do you, and God grant that you may never halt on 
the fame foot on which your lodger Don Quixote Is 
lame.'* "I hope," anfwered the innkeeper, " I (hall 
never be mad enough to turn knight-errant, as I can 
eafily perceive that die cuftoms now-a-days are quite 
different from thofe in times pail, when, as it is re- 
ported, thofe famous heroes travelled about the world." 
Sancho, who had come into the room, about the 
middle of this cohverGition, was very much confound- 
ed and perplexed, when he heard tnem. obferve, that 
there was no fuch things as knight- errantry in the pre- 
knt age, and that all the books of chivalry were filled 
with extravagance and fi£lion : he therefore determin- 
ed within himfelf, to wait the iflue of his mafter's 
laft undertaking ; and if it (hould not fuceeed as hap- 

Eily as he expelled, to leave him, and return, with 
is wife and children, to his former labour. 
. When the innkeeper took up the portmanteau 
with the books, in order to carry them away, •* Stay, 
faid the curate, until I examine the£e papers which 
are written in fuch afaircharaftcr.** The landlord ac- 
cordingly pulled out a manufcript, confiding of eight 
flieets of paper, in titled in large letters, * The novel 
of the* Impertinent Curiofity, The pried having 
read three or four lines to himfelf, faid, " Rvii^lly 
the title of this novel pleafes me fo much, that I 
have a drong inclmation to perufe the whole.*' To 
this obfervation the innkeeper replied, *' Then your 
reverence may read it aloud ; for, you mud know, 
the reading of it hath given great (atisfa6lion to fe- 
veral lodgers at this inn, who have earnedly begged 

• The original, which is Curiofo Imfiertinejitg, iignifies onp who 5» 
impertinently cuiious, not a curious imperUDent% 
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the copy: but that requeft I would not comply "fritli^ 
bccaufe I think of reftbring it to the right owner, as 
I expeft that the perfon who left the portmanteau 
with the books and papers, in a miftake, will return, 
• on purpofe to fetcljx them ; or, you know, he ixkay 
chance to travel this way> on other bufinefs ; ancl 
though I fliould.mifs them heavily,' in faith, they {hall 
be reftored ; for, though qn innkeeper,! am ftill a chriC- 

. tian.'* ** Friend, faid the curate, you are very much in 
the right : but f^x all that, if I like the novel, you fhall 
give me leave to tranfcnbc it.'** " With all njy hearty, 
replied the landlord/' While this difcourfe pafled be-*- 
tween them, Cardenio having taken tip the manu* 
fcript, and begun to read, was of the curate'is opi— 

. nion, and in treated him to read it aloud, that the- 
whole company might hear it. " I v^ill, anfwered 
the prieft, if you think we had not bettet fpend the 
time in flecping than in reading." ** For my own 
part, faid Dorothea, it will be a fufficient teffefh- 
ment for me to liften to fomc entertaining ftory;: 
for my mind is not compofed enough to let me fleepi 
even it I ildod in need of tepofe." *• If that be th« 
cafe,' refumed the curate, I v^i\l read it out of curio-- 
fity^ at a venture, and perhaps it will yield us fomc 
entertainment into the bargain." Mailer Nicholas 

. carneftly j^ed in the requeft, and Sancho himfetf 
exprefted a dcfire of hearing it j upon which the li- 
centiate finding he fliould pleafe the whole company^ 
as well ashimfelf ; ** Well then, faid he, liften witfv 
attention^ for the novel begins in this manner :. 

C H A P. n. 

The novel of the Impertinent Curiofity. » 

IN Florence, a rich and celebrated city of Italy^ 

-* fituated in the province called Tufcany, lived An- 

.felmo, and Lothario, two wealthy and noble cava- 

Jier»j fo ftrifUy uaited in the banda of amity, that 

cvety 
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e^ry body who knew them called them by way of 
cjiceUence and epithet, the two Friends: and in- 
deed, being both batchelors, and their age and edu-* 
cation £q much alikc^ it was not to be wondered at 
if a Ticcjprocal. afie£iion fprung up between them :' 
true it 1B9 Anfelmjti was rather more addi£):ed to aino- 
rous paftime than Lothario, whofe chief delight was 
in hunting ; yet, upon occaiion, Anfehno could quic 
his own amufcrtienttB to purfue thofe of his friend ) 
and Lothario could poftpone his favourite diverfion^ 
in order to pra£life that of Aiifelmo : in this man-* 
ner, their inclination proceeded fo mutuailyi that 
no clock ever went with mott regularity, Anfelmo 
happened to fall defperately in love with a young lady 
of rank and beauty, in the farpe city, defctnded from 
fuch a noble family, smd fo atniable in herfelf, that 
he deteritirned, ifrith the approbatibn of his friend^ 
withottt Irbfich he did n^^tliing^ to demand her of her 
parents in marriage ;. and accordingly, put his re- 
solution it! praiOiice^ Lothario was intruded with tho 
meiiage, and concluded the aiiair fo much to th« 
iatisfadtion of his friend,, that in a very little time^ 
Anfelmo faw himfelf in pofTeflion of his heart's de^ 
fire ; and Camilla thougbt hcrfclf fo happy in hav- 
mg obtained fuch a hufband, that fhe was incefiant 
in her acknowledgements to heaven and Loth^rio^ bp 
whofe Inediatton her happincfs was eiFe£led. 

During the firft two days after marriage, which 
are commonly fpent in feafting and mirth, Lothario 
as ufual, frequented the houfc of his friend, with al 
view of honoatihg his nuptials, and endeavouring 
as much as in htm lay, to promote the joy and feftivity 
attending all- fuch occafions: but, the wedding being 
over, and the frequency of vifits and congratula- 
tions abated, he began carefully and gradually to 
abfent himfelf from Anfelmo's houfe, thinking, as 
every prudent perfon would naturally conclude, thafe 
a man ought not to vifit and frequent the houfe 6f ^ 

friend 
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friend after he is married, in the fame manner as he 
had pradifed while he was fingle ; for though fufpi-< 
cion fhould never find harbour with true and virtiK>as 
friendfhip, yet the honour of a married man is fo de- 
licate as to be thought fubjed to injury, not only 
from a friend, but even from a brother. Anfclmo 
perceived Lothario's remifihefs, and complained of it 
loudly, faying, that if he had thought his mairriage 
would have impaired their former correfpondence^ he 
never would have altered his condition ; and beggedj 
that as by the mutual friendship which infpired tnem 
while he was fingle, they had acquired fuch an 
agreeable title as that c f The Two Friends, he would 
not now fuffer that endearing and celebrated name 
to be loft» by a fcrupulous adherence to mere form 
and punftilio. He therefore intreated him, if he 
might be allowed to ufe the expreffion, to be mafter 
of his houfe, and to come in and go out as formeriyf 
affuring him that the inclinations of Camilla, in 
that refpe£t, were exaftly comformable to his own ; 
and. that -knowing the perfeft friendfhip which fub- 
fifted between them, flie was extremely mortified at 
his late fhynefs. 

To thefe and many other arguments ufed by An- 
felmo, to purfuade his friend to frequent his houfe as 
ufual, Lothario anfwered with fuch prudence, force^ 
and difcernment, that the other was convinced of his 
difcreet condu^ ; and it was agreed betwixt them, 
that Lothario fhould dine with him twice a week, be* 
fides holidays ; but, notwithftanding this agreement, 
he refolved to comply with it no further than he 
fhould fee convenient for the honour of Anfehno, 
which was dearer to him than his own. He faid, 
and his obfervation was juft, that a man on whom 
heaven hath beftowed a beautiful wife, ihould be as 
cautious of the men he brings home to his houfe, as 
careful in obferving the female friends Mrith whom his 
fpoufe co^verfes abroad: for that which cannot be 
* •" performed. 
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performed, nor concerted in the flreet or the church, 
or at public fliews and diverGons, with which a huf* 
band muft fometimes indulge his wife^ may beeafilf 
tranfaded in the houfe of a female friend or relation, 
in \rfiom his chief confidence is repofed. Where- 
fore, Liothario obferved^ that every married man had 
(Kcafion for fome friend to apptife him of any omif- 
fion in her conduft ; for it often happens, diat he 
is too much in love with his wife to obferve, or too 
much afraid of offending her, to prefcribe limits to 
her behaviour, in thofe things, the following or 
cfchewing of which, my tend to his honour or re- 
proach : whereas, that inconvenience might be eafily 
amended by the advice of a friend. But where (hall 
we find fuch a zealous, difcreet trufly friend, as is 
here required ; I really know not, except in Lothario 
himfelf, who, confulting the honour of Alfelmo with 
the utmoft care and circumfpe£iion, was at great pains 
to contra6i, abridge, and diminifh the number of the 
days on which he had agreed to frequent his houfe ; 
that the idle, vulgar, and prying eyes of malice, might 
not indulge their love of flander, when they perceived 
a genteel young man of fuch birth, fortune, and ac- 
complifhments as. he knew himfelf pofTefled of, go 
into the houfe of fuch a celebrated beauty as Camilla ; 
for although his virttie and honour might be a fuf- 
ficient check to the moft malevolent tongue, he 
would notexpofe hits own character, or that of his 
friend) to the fmallefl cenfure; a:id therefore em- 
' ployed the greateft part of thofe oays on which he 
had agreed to vi£t Anfelme^ in fuch things as he pre- 
tended, were indifpenfible ; fo that when they were 
prefent, a great deal of time was confumed by the 
complaints of the one, and excufes of the other. 
One day, however, as they were walking through a 
meadow, near the fuburbs of the city, Anfelmo ad- 
diefled himfelf to Lothario in thefe terms : 

« You 
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*^ You believe, my friend Lothario, that I can 
Tiever be thankful enough to heaven, for the blefluxgi 
I enjoyi not only in the moft indulgent parents^ and 
in the abundance of diofe things which are called the 
gooda of nature and fortune $ but alfo in a fHend 
like you, and a wife like Camilla ; two pledges ^irJiich 
I efteem, if not as highly as I ought, at leaft^ as 
much as I can. Yet, though I poffefs all thofe 
benefits which ufually conftitute the happinefs of 
mankind, I find myfelf one of the moft difgufted 
and difcontented men alive* I have been for thefe 
many days fo harraffed and fatigued with fuch an odd 
unaccountable defire, that I cannot help being amaz^ 
ed at my infatuation, for which I often blame and 
rebuke myfelf, endeavouring to fupprefs and con-^ 
ceal it from my own refie£bion : but I find it is im'* 
poflible to keep the fecret, as if I had induftriouily 
publifhed it to the whole world ; and fince it muft 
actually be difclofed to fome body, I would have it 
depofited in the moil fecret archives of your heart ; 
in full confidence, that by the diligence which you^ 
as a trufty friend, will exert in my behalf, when you 
know it, I ihall foon fee myfelf delivered from that 
anxiety to which it hath reduced me \ and by your 
aifiduitv be raifed to a pitch of joy^ e(]ual to the de-i 
gtte of vexation which my own tolly hath intailed 
upon me. 

liOthario was aftonifhed «t this difcourfe of An« 
felmo, as he could not comprehend the meaning of 
fuch a long preface and preamble ^ and endeavoured 
by revolving every thing in his imaginatioo^ to faid 
out what this defire could be, that preyed fQ niudt 
lipon the fpirits of his fi-iend y but finding chimietf 
always wide of the mark, he was willing to eafe hinK. 
ielf immediately of the exceflive pain his fvfpence oc<t 
cafioned ; and with this view, .told Anfelmo, that he 
did a manifjeft injury to the warmth of his friettdfliipy 
in going about the bufh, feeking indiie^ methods to 

impart 
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impart his moft fecrct thoughts, fincc he was well af« 
fared, that he might entirely depend upon him, either 
for advice to fupprefs, or affiftance to fupport them* 
" I am well convinced of the truth of what you fay, 
anfwered Anfelmo ; and in that confidence will tell - 
you, my friend, that the delire with which I am 
pofTeiTed, is to be certain, whether or not my wife 
Camilla is as virtuous and perfeA as I believe her to 
be : and this truth I ihall never be fully perfuaded 
of, until the perfe£lion of her nature appear upon 
trial, as pure gold is proved by fire : for it is my. 
opinion, that there is no woman virtuous, but in 
proportion to the folicitation (he. hath withftood} 
and, that ihe only is chaile, who hath not yielded to 
the promifes, prefents, tears, and continual importu* 
nities of perfevering lovers. And pray, where is the 
merit of a woman's being chaile, when nobody ever 
courted her to be otherwifc j what wonder, that fli< 
ihoiild be referved and cautious, wh6 has no oppor- - 
tunity of indulging looie inclinations, and who knows 
her hufband would immediately put her to death, 
fliould he once catch her tripping ? Wherefore, I can 
never entertain the fame degree of efteem for a wo- 
man who is chaile out of fear, or want of opportu- 
nity, as I would for her who hath triumphed over 
peneverance of folicitation : fo that, for thefe and 
many other reafons I could urge to fan£lion and eh# 
force my opinion, I dcfire that my wif^e Camilla may 
undergo the teil, and be refined in the fire of impor- 
tunate addrefies, by one pofleiTed of fufficient accom-? 
pliflunents to infpire a woman with love | and, if 
flie comes oif, as I believe ihe will, victorious in the 
trial, I (hall think my own happinefs unparrcUelcd. 
I ihall then be able to fay, that my wifhes are fuk 
filled ; and that ihe hath fallen to my lot, of whom 
the wife man laith^ " Who hath found her '?" And 
cvenj if the contrary of /wh^t I expeft fhould hap- 
pen, the iatisf^^ion of leeing my mini^A confirmed, 
^ will 
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will help me to bear with patience that whicli ^?rouId 
otherwife prove fuch a coftljr experiment. Suppofing 
then, that nothing you can fay, in oppofition to this 
defire of mine, can avail in diverting me from my 
purpofe, I expecl and intrcat that you, my friend 
Lothario, will condefcend to be' the inftrument "with 
which I execute this work of my inclination. I will 
give you proper opportunities, and fupply you -with 
every thing I fee necefHtry for foliciting a woman of 
virf :, honour, and difinterefted referve ; and -w^hat, 
^mong other things, induces me to intruft you ynrith 
this enterprife, is the conGderation, that ftiould 
Camilla's fcruples be overcome, you will not purfue 
your conqueft to the laft circumftance of rigour, but 
only fuppofe that done, which for good rea(bn, 
ought to remain undone ;: fo that I fliall be injurec! 
by her inclination alone, and my wrongs lie buried 
in the virtue of your filence, which, I know, in 
whatever concerns my welfare, will be eternal as that 
of death. Wherefore, if yqu would have me enjoy 
what deferves to be called life, you will forthwith un- 
dertake this amorous conteft, not with lukewarmnefs 
and languor, but with that eagernefs and diligence 
which correfponds with my wi(h, and the confidence 
in which I am fecured by your friendfliip." 
. Such was the difcourfc of Anfelmo, to which Lo- 
thario iiftencd fo attentively, that, except what he is 
already faid to hzvt uttered, he did not open his lips, i 
until his friend had finifhed his propofal ; but find- 
ing he had nothing more to allcdge, after having, for 
fome time, gazed upon him as an objcft hitherto un- 
ieen, that infpired him with aftonifhment and fur- 
prife ; " I cannot be pcrfuaded, Anfelmo, faid he, 
but what you have faid was fpoke in jeft ; for had I 
thought* you in earneft, I ihould not have fuflered 
yoii to proceed fo far, but by refufing to liftcn, have 
prevented fuch a long har«\ngue. Without doubt, 
you muft either miftake my difpofitiodj or I be uttterly 

unacquainted 
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onacquaintcd with yours; and yet, I know you to 
be Anfeimo, and you muft be fenfible that I am Lo» 
thario : the misfortune i$f I no longer find you the 
fame Anfeimo you wont to be, nor do I appear to 
you the fame Lothario as before ; your difcourfe fa« 
vours not of that Anfeimo who was my friend i nor 
is what you aik, a thing to be demanded of oiat Lo^ 
thario wno Ibared your confidence. Good men, as 
a certain poet obferves, may try and avail themfelves 
of their friends, Ufque ad aras\ I mean, not pre- 
fume upon their friendihip, in things contrary to the 
decrees of Heaven. Now, if a heathen entertained 
fuch ideas of friendfiup, how much more fhould 
they be cheriflied by a Chriftian, who knows, that 
no human affedlion ought to interfere with our love 
to God : and, when a perfon ftretches his connexions 
fo far, as to lay afide all refpe£i for heaven, in order 
to manifeit his regard for a friend, he ought not to 
be fwayed by trifles or matters of fmall confequence^ 
but by thoie things only on which the life and 
honour of a friend depend. Tell me then, An- 
feimo, which of thefe is in danger, before I venture 
to gratify your wiih, by complying with the deteftable 
propofal ^you have made ? Surely, neither : on the 
contrary, if I conceive you aright, you arc. defirous» 
that I fhould indefatigably endeavour to deprive jrou 
and jnyfelf alfo of that very life and honour, which 
it is my duty to prefervc : for, if I rob you of ho- 
nour, I rob you of life ; fince a man without ho- 
nour is worfe than dead; and I being the inllru- 
ment, as you defire I fhould be, that entails fuch a 
curfe. upon you ; fhail not I be difhonoured, and, o£ 
confequence, dead to all enjoyment and fame. Liften^ 
with patience, my friend Anfeimo, and make no an- 
fwer, until I (hall have done with imparting the fug- 
geflions of my mind, concerning the ftrange pro- 
pofal you have made, for thore will be time enough 
tor you* to reply, and me to liften in my turn." 
Vox-U, E "With 
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" With all my heart, cried Anfclrao } you may fpcak 
as long a6 you pleafe.*' 

Accordingly, Lothario proceeded, faying, " In my 
opinion, Anfelmo, your difpofition is at prefent like 
that of the Moors, who will not fuffer themfelves to 
be convi£lcd of the errors of their fe£t, by quotations 
from the holy fcripture, nor with arguments founded 
on fpeculation, or the articles of faith ; but muft be 
confuted or convinced by examples that ^re palpable, 
eafy, familiar, and fubjed to me certainty of mathe- 
matical demonftration : iov inftance, if from equal 
parts wc take equal parts, thofe that remain are 
equal* And if they do not underftand this propofi- 
tion verbally, as is frequently, the cafe, it muft be 
explained and fet before their eyes by manual opera- 
tion, which is alfo fufficient to perfuade them, of the 
truth of our holy religion. TTie felf-fame method 
muft I praftife with you, whofe defire deviates fo far 
from every thing that bears the leaft fhadow of rea- 
fon, that 1 fhould look upon it as time mifpent, to 
endeavour to convince you of your folly, which is 
the-only name your intention feems td deferve. Nay, 
I am even tempted to leave you in your extravagancy, 
as a punifbment for your prepofterous defire : but I 
am prevented from ufing fuch rigour by my friend- 
£hip, which will not permit me to defert you in fuch 
xnanifeft danger of perdition. But to make this af- 
fair ftill more plain, teU me, Anfelmo, did not you 
defire me to ibliclt one that was referved, feduce one 
that was chafte, make prefents to one that was di£- 
iuiercfted, and afliduoufly court one that was wife ? 
Ye«, fuch was your demand. If you are apprifed, 
then, of the rcferve, virtue, difintereftednefs, and 
prudence of your wife, pray, what is your aim ? If 
you believe that fhe will triumph over all my afTaults, 
as undoubtedly (he will, what fairer titles can you be- 
ftow upon her, than thofe ftie poiTefles already ? or 
how will (he be more perfect after that trials than ihe 
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is at prefent ? You either do notbelcivc flie is fo vir- 
Uious as you have reprcfented her, or know not the 
nature of your demand^ If you think fhe is not fo 
chafte as you have defcriWd her, you (liould not ha- 
zard the trial, but ratlier, according to the diftatear 
of your own prudence, treat her as a vicious woman : 
if you are fatisfied of her virtue, it would be altoge- 
ther impertinent to make trial of that truth, which, 
from the teft, can acquire no additional eileem. 
From whence we may reafonably conclude, that for 
men to execute defigns which are clearly produftivc 
of more hurt than benefit, is the province of mad- 
nefs and temerity ; efpccially, when they are not in- 
cited or compelled to thefe defigns by any fort of 
confideration ; but on the contrary, may, at a 
greater diftance, perceive the manifcft madnefs of 
their intention. Difficulties are undertaken, either 
for the fake of God, of this world, or of both. 
The firft are incurred by holy men, who live the 
life of angels here on earth j the fecond, by thofe 
who traverfe the boundlefs ocean, vifiting fuch a di- 
verfity of climates and nations, with a view of ac- 
quiring what are called the goods of fortune : and , 
feich undertakings as equally regard God and man^ 
fall to the fhare of thofe valiant foldiers, who no fooner 
behold, in the wall of an adverfe city, a breach* 
though no bigger than that which is made by a fingle 
cannon-ball, than laying afide all fear, and over- 
looking with unconcern the manifell danger that 
menaces them, winged with defire of fignalizing their 
valour in behalf of their king, country, and religion, 
throw themfelves, with the utmoft intrepidity^ into 
the midft of a thoufand deaths that oppofe and await 
them. Thefe are the enterpfifes which are gene- 
rally undertaken, and, though full of peril and in- 
convenience, attended with glory, honour and advan- 
tage j but that which you have planned, and pur-, 
pofe to put in execution, neither tends to your ac- 
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quirifig ditc approbation of God^ the goods of for- 
tune, nor the ipplaufe of mankind : for, granting 
<hat the experiment fhould fuccced to your wifli, it 
will make you neither more happy, rich, or refpeSed 
than you are; and Aould it turn out contrary to 
ffo^uT expectation, you will find yourfelf the mofl 
^miferable of aH mortals. It will then give you little 
eafe to refleft, that your misfortune is unknown : for 
the bare knowing it yourfelf, will be fufficient to 
plunge you in aiRi£tion and defpair. As a confirma- 
tion of this truth, you muft give me leave to repeat 
the following ftan^a, written by the celebrated poet 
iewis Tanfilo, at the end of the firft part of the tears 
4of St. Peter, 

When Peter faw the approach <rfro(y mom, 
" Si is foul with forrow and remorfe was torn ; 
for, though from every mortal eye conceaPd, 
"The guilt to his owa bofom flood reveal'di 
The candid breafl will, felf-accufing, own 
Each confcious fault, tho* to the world unknown i 
Nor will th' ofiender 'fcape internal fhame, 
Tho' unimpeach'd by juflice or by fame. 

Wherefore, fecrecy will never aiTuage your grief; 
but on the contrary, you will incclTantly weep, not 
ttzts from your eyes, but drops of blood from your 
heart, like that fimple doAor^ whom our * poet 
mentions, who made trial of the veflel, which the 

^»i ^i— — ■ I I I ■ ■ !■ I ■ I II IBll I I I II 

* Ladovico Ariofto, author of Orlando Furiolb, to which poem 
Cervantes frequently aUudes. Here, however, he fccms to hafc 
€or^t the paflage he meant to cite : for the perfon who proffere4 
#he cup to Rinaldo, was no do^or. In Canto 43, of the Orlando 
Fiiriofp, mention is made indeed of one Asfelmo, who was a dodor 
4>{ law ; but, net at all concerned in the enchanted cup : yet it muft 
,l>e' owned, that Dr. Anfelmo had recoiurie to an aftrologer, in order 
i9 know whether his wife preferved her chafijty ia his ahft-nce. 
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prudent Rinaldo,. with more difcretion, refufed to 
toudi r and although this be a poetical fi&ioii9 it 
tteverthelefs contains a well-coocned morali worthy 
%>£ notice^ ftudy, and imitation v efpeciallj) as whM 
I am going to fay will, I hope, bring you to a due 
fenfe of the great error vou want to commit. 

Tell me, Anfelmo, it heaven or good fortune had 
made you mailer and lawful pofleflbr of an ezqui/ite 
diamond, the brilliancy of which was admired by all 
the lapidaries who had feen it, and unanimoufly al^ 
loi^ed to be the moft perfed of its kind ; an opinion, 
^Rrhich, as you knew nothing top the contrary, was 
exaflly conformable to your own ; would it be wife 
or pardonable in you, to put that jewel betwixt an 
anvil and hammer, and by mere dint of blows, and 
ilrength of arm, try if it was as hard and perfect as 
it had been pronounced ? for, fuppofmg that the 
diamond ihould refiftthe force of this foolifii experi- 
ment, it would thereby acquire no addition of vialue 
or fame I. aad if it ihould be broken to pieces, a thins 
that might eafily happen, would' not all be loft? 
Yes> *for certain; and the owner be univerfally 
deemed a fool. Confider then, my friend, that Ca- 
milla is an exquifite diamond,, not only in your efti- 
hiation, but in that, of every one wna imows her, 
and it would be highly unreafonable to expofe her to 
the leait pofTibility of being broke ; for, even ihould 
ihe remain intire, her repotation will receive no iu- 
creafe ; but, ihould ihe fail in the trial, refle£l upon 
what you muft feel, and the reafon you will then 
have to Cv-mplain of yourielf, for having been the' 
fatal caufe of her perdition and your own defpair. 
Confider, that no jewel upon earth is comparable to 
a woman of virtue and honour ; and that the , ho- 
nour of the fex confifts in the fair charafters they 
maintain. Since, therefore, the reputation of your 
wife is already as high as it poffibly can be, why would 
you bring this truth iqfo queftion ? Remember, my 
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•frtend, tliat woman is an imperfcft creature ; and that 
far from laying blocks in her way, over which fhe 
might ftumble and fall, we ought to remove them 
with care, and clear her paths from all obftruftions, 
that fhe may, without trouble, proceed fmoothly in 
attaining to that perfc<Slioh which fhe may flill want, 
namely, immacculate virtue. We are informed by 
naturalifts, that the ermin is a little animal, covered 
with a fur of exceffive whitenefs, and that the hun- 
ters nfe this artifice to catch it : being well ac- 
quainted with the places through which it chufes to 
pafs in its flight, they daub them all over with mud, 
and as foon as they get fight of the creature, drive it 
directly thither. The ermin finding itfelf thus barri- 
cadoed, flands flill, and is taken ; chufing captivity, 
rather than by paifrng through the filth, to flain and 
fully the whitenefs of its fur, whifh it prizes above 
liberty, and even life itfelf. A chafte and virtudus 
v.'ife Is like the ermin, her character bei!;»g more pure 
and white than drifted fnow ; but he, who would 
guard and preferve it, mufl ufe a method quite 9if- 
ferent from that which is praftifed upon tRe little 
animal, and beware of clogging her way with the 
mud of entertainments, and the addreffes of im- 
portunate lovers ; left perhaps, nay, without a per- 
haps, (he fhould not pofTefs fuch virtue and refolutian 
as are fufficient of themfelves to furmount thofe 
obftruftions. It is therefore necefTary " to remove 
them, and place before her the purity of virtue, 
and the beauty of an unblemiflied reputation. A 
virtuous woman alfo refembles a bright tranfparent 
mirror, which is liable to be flained and obfcured 
by the breath of thofe who approach too near it. 
• A virtuous woman, like reliques, ought to be adored 
at a diflance. She ought to be preferved and efleem- 
ed as a' beautiful garden full of flowers and rofes, the 
owner of which will fufFer nobody to handle them 
or pafs tlirough it, permitting thcaa only to enjgy 
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its fragraace and beauty afar off, through the iroh 
rails that furround it. In fine, I will repeat a feMr 
Tcrfes that I juft now recoiled, from a modern co- 
medy, becaufe they feemtohaye been compofed upott 
die very fubje£l: of our prefent difcourfe^ A lage 
old man advifing his friend, who is blefled with an 
handfome daughter, to lock her up, and watch over 
her with the utmoft vigilance and caFre, among other 
reafon5> cautions him with thefe t 

« 

L 

TXrOMAN IS form'd of brittle ware ; 
^^ Then, wherefore rafhly feek to know 
What force, unbroken (he will bear. 
And ftrike, perhaps,, fome fatal blow ft 

Though eaCly to fragments tore, 

*Twere equally abfurd and vain»» 
To dafli in pieces on the floor. 

What never can be joined again.^ "~ 

m. 

This maxim, then, by fa£lts aflur'd. 
Should henceforth oe e^ufed by all ; 

Where'er a Danae lies immurM, 

The tempting. flioVr of gold will falL 

All that I have hitherto fuggeffed, Anfelmo^ rc^ 
gards yourfelf 5« and now it is but reafonable you 
(hould hear fomething that concerns me ; and if I 
fliould be prolix in my obfervations, you muft excufd 
me, becaufe it is abfolutely neceffary to expatiate on 
the fubjeft, in order to extricate you from the laby- 
rinth in which you are involved, and from which: 
you defire to be difengaged by my afTiftance. You 
eonfider me as a frieh(£ and yet feek to deprive 
mc of my honour ; a defire oppofite to all friend- 
fliip or regard j, nay,, even endeavour to make mc 
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Tob you of your own. That you want to defttoy 
mine, is plain; for Camilla finding herfelf expofed 
to my folicitations, as you defire, will certainly look 
upon me as a man void of all principle and hotiour ; 
becaufe I attempt to fucceed in a defign fo contrary 
to the dignity of my own character and the friend- 
ihip fubfifting between us. That you defire I Ihould 
rob you of yours, is not tQ be doubted ; becaufe 
Camilla feeing herfelf importuned by my addrefles^ 
will think I muft have obferved fome levity in her 
condu£^, which hath encouraged me to difcloie my 
vicious int linatioh, and think herfelf diflionoured ac- 
cordingly ; fo that you will be as much concerned 
in her diflionour as if it was your own. Hence 
fprings the common obfervation, that the hufband 
of a lewd won/an,, though he neither knows, nor bath 
given the leaft occafion for the mifcondu£l: of his 
wife, and though hifr misfortune was neither ^wing 
to his want of prudence or care, is tiotwithftandiis^ 
pointed at, and diftinguifhed by a name of icandal 
and reproach ^ being looked upon by thofe who 
know the frailty of his wife, with an eye of difdain^ 
inftead of compaiEon which he^ certainly deferves^ 
as his difgraee proceeds- not froVi any favk of- bis^ 
but from the loofe inclinations of his worthlefs 
fpoufe< I will now explain the realbn, why the hut- 
piand of a bad woman is juftly difhonoured, though 
lie neither knows,^ nov hath been in any ihape ac-» 
ceflary to her backflidings ;. and you muft hear me 
with patienecj betaufe my remarks wiU, I hope,, 
redound to your own advantage. 

When God created our firft parent in the terreC^ 
trial paradife, we are told by the holy fcripture, that 
he was thrown into a deep fleep, during which, the 
Alipighty took a rib from his left fide ^ and of this 
Eve Dcing formed, Adam no fooner awoke and be- 
held her, than he cried, ** This creature is flefli of 
my flcft, and bone of my bone,'* *' Nay, God himfelf 
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pronounced, " For this (hall a man leave father and 
mother, and they two (liall be one flefli.'*. Then 
■was inftituted the divine facrament of marriage, 
condfling of fuch tics as death alone can unbind s 
and endowed with fuch miraculous virtue and power* 
as to unite two different perfons in one flefli ; nay, 
what is ftill more wonderful, to combine tix'O foula, 
fo as to produce but one will ; provided the union be 
happily effected. From hence it. follows, that the flcfll 
of the wife being the fame with that of the hufband, 
whatever flaiiis or blemifhes are imbibed by the firft# 
muft equally affcft the other, although, as I ^vc 
already oblerved, he is, in no manner,, aceiibry 
to the misfortune. Whereforie, as the whole pcr-p- 
fon is affefted by the pain of the foot, or any other 
member of the human body ; and the head, though* 
no wav concerned in the caufe, be a fellow-fuffcrer 
with'tne ancle, when it is hurt ; by the fame rule anr 
hufband, being a part of the fame whole, muft bear 
a fhare of his wife's difhonour ; for, as all the ho- 
nours and difgraces of this life proceed from fle(h 
and blood, the infamy of a vicious woman, being* 
of the fame origin, muft be fliared by her hufband^, 
who ought to be looked upon as a diihonoured pep- 
fon, though he be utterly ignorant of the guilt. Rc^ 
flcQ, therefore, Anfelmo, on the danger into which 
y«u bring yourfelf, by feeking to difturb the peace 
and tranquillity of your virtuous wife. Reflet upon 
Ac vanity and - Jipertinence of that curiofity, which 
prompts you to awaken and ftir up thofe humours,, 
that now lie tamed and quiet in the bofpm of your 
chafte fpoufe. Confider that, in this raih adventure, 
your gain muft^ be very fmall, but your lofs may be 
fo great, that I leave it unmentipned, becaufe I want 
words to exprefs its eftimation. On the whole, i£ 
what I have faid be fufficient to divert you from 
your mifchevious defign, I defire you will chufe 
fome other inftrument of your misfortune and difc 
grace; for I will not undertake the office, though, 
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by my rcfufal, I fhould even lofe your frlendfliipf. 
'whick IS dearer to me than any thing upon earth/' . 

Here the virtuous and prudfenfc Lothario left off' 
fpeaking, and Anfelmo remained in fuch confufio»' 
and perplexity, that for fome time, he could not 
anfwer one word : at length, however, he broke 
filence, faying, " I have lifteneti^. my friend Lo-^ 
thario, as you may have perceived, with great atten- 
tion to all you had to fay, and by your arguments,, 
examples, and comparifons,, am fully convinced, not 
©nly of your great difcretion, but alfo of that per- 
fcftion of friemlfhip to which you have attained; I 
fee alfo, and own, that in refufmg your counfel, and 
following my cy^'n, I avoid the good and purfuc the 
evil. This truth being, acknowledged, you muit 
confider me as a perfon afflifted.with that infirmity,, 
which induces fome women to fwallow earth, chalky 
coals, and other things^ of a worfe nature, which if 
ioathfomc to the fight, how mueh more difagreable 
aiuft they be to the tafte. Wherefore, there is an ab-^ 
folute neceffity for ufing fome method of cure, which 
you may eafily efFedl, by beginning to folicit the 
Jove of Camilla, though coldly and feignedly ; and 
fure, (he Cannot be fo frail as to furrender her viitue 
at the firft encounter.^ With this flight attempt I 
fliall reft fatisfied, and you fulfil the duty of friend - 
ihip, not only in glaring me new life, but alfo in^ dif- 
fuading me from being the caufe of my own diflio- 
nour* Nay, yis^u are obliged to comply with my re- 
queft, by this other confideration, that, determined 
as I am to put my deCgn in execution, you ought 
not to allow me to communicate this extravagant 
lefolution to any other perfon, left I run tlie riilc of 
lofing that honour which you endeavour to preferve : 
and as to your fuffering in the opinion of Camilla^ 
by tempting to feduce her, that is a reflection of 
fma}l importance, becaufe, when her integrity is 
proved,, you can foon inform her of our whole 
•Otttrivance » confequouLy,. regain and repoflefs th^ 
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^rmer place 550U held in her cftcqm. Since tKcrc-- 
fore, by adventuriiig fo little, it is inypur power to ; 
give me fo much iatisfafbion,. I hope, you will not 
refufe the office, even if it was attended with more 
inconvenience; for I have already told you, that 
I fliall look upon the affair as concluded,, whenever 
you {hall have made the firft attempt.'' 

Lotharia feeing him fixed in his refolution, even^ 
after he had exhaufled all his rhetoric to difluade him* 
from it} and fearing he would execute his threat 
ef imparting his unhappy defign to fome c^her per- 
fon, determined to prevent a greater misfortune, by 
complying, with his defire;; purposing, however, to 
manage the bufinefs in fuch a. manner, as to fatisfy 
Anfelmo, without altering the fentiments of his wife*- 
With this view, he told Anfelmo, that he (houldhav^ 
no occasion to communicate his intention to any other 
man ; for he, Lothario, would undertake the afFair,. 
and begin when he pleafed. Anfelmo, embracing his 
friend with great tendernefs and affe£lion, thanked 
him as much for his compliance, as if he had grant <!- 
ed him fome vail favour ', and- it was concerted be-* 
tween them, that Lothario (houid begin the enters 
prife the very next day, when Anfelmo would give^ 
him tinie and opportunity of being alone with Ca- 
milla, that he might fpeak to her with freedom ;. and 
alfo fupply him with money and jewels, that witli^ 
fuch prefents he might promote his fuit ; he, more- 
over advifed him to attempt her by mufic, and write* 
verles in her praife ;. or, if that would be too much- 
trouble for the gallant, he himfelf would compofe 
diem for the purpofe^ Lothario undertook every 
thing, but with a very, different intention, from what 
Anfelmo fuppofed ; aud the agreement being made,^ 
tfiey returned to the houfe of this laft, where they 
found Camilla waiting with great anxiety for her 
hufband, who had that day, tarried longer than-ufual^ 
abroad. Lothario foon after went home to Ixwi ; awcn 
lodging^,, leaving his friend as happy as liimOElf wvis^ 
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perplexed how to contrnre the fcheme for bringing: 
this affair to a fortunate iflue: but that nighty he 
fell tipcm an expedient to deceire AnfelmOf without 
giving offfence to his wife. 

Next day he went to dine with his friend, anVf 
wasTery kindljr received by Camilla, who entertained 
him with great cordiality, as her hulband^s intimate 
companion. Dinner being ended, and the table 
withdrawn, Anfelmo rifing up, defiritig Lothario ta 
ftay with Camilla till his return from an Thdifpeniible 
piece of bufihefs, that Would detafin hhn an hour and 
an half. Camilla intreated him to defer it until zfi^ 
other time, and Lothario offered to go allong with 
him ; but he was deaf to bothj preffing Lothario t6 
let him gO) while he fhould wait at his houfe till he 
came back, for he wanted to talk with him upon a 
fubje£l of the laft • importance ^ at the fame tihie^ 
deuritig Camilla to keep Lotbc^O company till his 
return : in fhort, he fo well feigned the neceflity, or 
rather folly of his abfence, that nobody could have 
rufpe£ted tne deceit. He accordingly went oilt, and 
left Camilla and his friend by themfelves ; for the 
reft of the family had gone to dinner : f« that Lof 
thario feeing himfelf within the lifts, according td 
Anfelmo^s defire, with his fafr enemy, whofe beauty 
alone was powerful enough to overcome a whole 
fquadron of armed knights, it may be eafily con- 
ceived what reafon he had to fear : yet all he did, 
was to lean his head on his Hand, while his elbow 
refted upon the arm of the chair in which he fat, and 
after having begged pardon for his ill mariners, to 
tell Camilla, he would take a nap till Anfelmo 's re- 
turn. She faid, he would be more at his eafe in a 
couch than in the chair, and advifedhim to walk in« 
to a chamber where he would find one. This offer, 
however, he declined, and flept where he was till the 
return of his friend, who finding Camilla in her own 
apartment, and Lothario afleep, concluded, that by 
his long ftay, ht had given dbem time^ not only to 
. ^ ■■ fpcak, 


f^akf but alfo to take their repofe; ancTwas im- 

Eatient for Xx)thark>'s wakin|[) that hfc- might czctf 
im out to walk, and enquire about his own fortune. 
Every thing fucceeded to his wilk: when his friend^ 
awoke^ they went forth together, and he put. every 
queftion to bim ^at his curiolky fuggefted : Lothario 
anfwered, that thinking it improper t<» explain hinv- 
lelfy on the firit occafion, he had ^done nothing but 
praffed Camilla's beauty^^ which,, together with her 
difcretion, he told her, cngrofled the converfation of 
the whole city i this^ he imagined, was the mod 
prudent beginning, as it misht prepoflefs her in his* 
favour, and difpoie her to liften to mm another time 
with pleafure \ being the fame artifice which is prac* 
tifed by tlie devil, who, when he would feduce thofe 
who are on their guard, transforms himfelf from an 
imp of darknefs into an angel of lights and flattering^ 
them with fpecious appearances, at length difcovers 
his cloven foot, and fucceeds in his defign, provided 
his deceit be not dcteftcd in the bcginr'ng- This 
declaration was altogether fatisfaftory to Anfelmo^ 
who faid, he would give him the fame opportunity 
every day, without quitting the houfe, in which he 
would employ himfelf fo artfully, that Camilla fhould 
hever fufocfl his defign. Many days pafled, in whichi 
though Lothario never opened his mouth on the fub^ 
je£l to Camilla, he told Anfelmo that he had made 
many efforts, but could never perceive in her the lead 
tendency to wcaknefs, or obtain the lead (hadow of 
hope J on the contrary, that (he had threatened, if 
he did not lay afide the wicked defign, to difclofe the 
whole affair to her hulband. " Very well, faid Anfel- . 
mo, hitherto (he is proof againft words; we muft 
now try whether or not fhe can refill works alfo : 
to-morrow you (hall have two thoufand crowns in 
gold, for a prefent to her; and as much more, to 
purchafe jewels for a bait : thcfe are things with, 
which ail beautiful women are captivated ; for, be 

they 
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they ever fo chaftc, they^lpve finery and gay apparel -j^ 
if uie withdands that temptation, I wUl reft f;^tis^ 
fied, and give you no further trouble/' 

Lothario promifed to go through with the enter prifc,. 
now that he had begun, though he was perf^aded he- 
fliould be fatigued and baffled in the Execution ^^ 
Next day he received four thoufand crowns,, and as* 
many perplexities along with them ; for he did not 
know what lie he fhould next invent : however, he 
determined to tell his friend, that Camilla was as in- 
vincible to prefents as to words 'y and that he fhould 
give himfelf no further vexation, fincc all his endea- 
vours were thrown away to no purpofe :. but for- 
tune, which condu£):ed matters in: another manner^ 
ordained that Anfelmo, one day, after having, ac-s- 
cording to cuftom, left Lothario and his wife by 
themfelves, and gpne to his own chamber, fliould. 
peep through the key-hole, and liften to their conver— 
fation: it was then he perceived,, that in half an 
hour and more, Lothario did not fpeak one word ;. 
neither would he have opened.his mouth, had he re- 
mained a whole age in. the fame fituatiom From 
hence he concluded,, that every tiling his friend hadl 
told him of Camilla's replies,, was mere fiftion: but 
to be ftill more aflured, he came out of his chamber, 
and called Lothario afide, alked what knews he had^. 
and how Camilla ftood affefted to him ? He replied, . 
that he wasv refolved to drop the bufmeCs intirely r 
for {he had checked him with fuch bitternefs and in* 
dignation, that he had no mind to return to the 
charge. " Ah Lothario ! Lothario, faid Anfelmo^ 
how much you have failed in the duty, of friendfliip, 
and abufed the confidence I havefepofed.in your af- - 
feftion ! I have been all this time looking through the 
key-hole of that door, and perceived» that ^you have 
not fpoken one word to Camilla: from whence, I 
fufpecl, that your firil declaration is yet to come ; and 
if. that he the cafe, a* without doubt it isj. wherefore 

ha?a 
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have you thus deceived me ; and in fo doing, pre^ 
vented me from other means to fatisfy my defire ?** 
He faid no more) but this was fufficient to cover Lo^ 
thario with Oiame and confufion ;• who thinking hi» 
honour concerned, in being convi£ted of a lie, fwore 
to Anfelisio, he would from that moment talce the 
charge of giving him the fatisfaftFon he required^, 
without the leafl equivocation^^ as he might perceive,. 
hj watching him narrowly ; though there would be 
no occafion for ufing fuch diligence,, becaufe his fu* 
ture behaviour in tlut afBiir would acquit him of all 
fufpicion. . 

Anfelmo gave credit to his proteftation ; and that 
his opportunities might be more fecure, and Icfs fub- 
jeft to interruption, refolved to abfent himfelf from 
his own houfe, for eight days, during which he pro- 
pofed to vifit a friend who lived in a village not far 
from the city ; and whom he defired to invite him t« 
his houfe with the mpft earned intreaties, that he 
might excufe himfelf to Camilla for his abfence.— 
Unfortunate and imprudent Anfelmo ! what art thon. 
doing ? What art thou contriving aad concerting ? 
Consider that thou art a£ting. againfl thyfelf, pian^ 
ning thy own difhonour and perdition. Your wife 
Camilla is virtuous and-fober, and you poiTefs her at 
prefent in quiet; enjoying uninterrupted plcafurei: 
her inclinations never ramble beyond the walls of your 
own houfe ; you ape her paradife upon earth, the 
goal of her defires, the accompliftiment of her wiflies,. 
and the ftandard by which flie meaAires her,will» 
adjufting it, in all refpeflts, according to your plea- 
fure and the direftions of Heaven. Since the mine 
of her honour, beauty, modefty and virtue, yields 
thee, without trouble, all the riches which it con^^ 
tains, or thou canfl defire ; why wouldft thou, by 
digging in fearch of a new and unheard of treafure, 
rilk the fall or deftruftion of the whole,, which, is 
fullalnied- by the feeble props o£ female conflaiicy -f 

Remem*^ 
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Remember, it is but juft, that he who builds on 
mipoilibiUties^ . (faould be denied* the privilege of any 
other foundation ; as the poet liath better exprefled 
it, in die following couplets : ^ 

In death, I fought new life to fitiA,. 
And health, where pale diftertiper pin'^d u ^ 
I look'd for freedom in the pil. 
And faith, where perjuries prevail : 
But fate fupreme,- whofe ftern decr.ee: 
To forrow matched my dcftinjri 
All poflible relief withdrew ; 
Becaufe th' impoflible I kept in view;* 

Next day Anfelmo went to the country, after Kav*- 
ing told Camilla, that, in his abfence, LorhariO' 
would take charge of the family^ and dine with her 
every day-j he therefore defired her to treat him with 
all tiie refpeft due to his own perfon. Camilla, being* 
a woman of honour and difcretion,. was difgufted at 
this order, and bade him confider how unleemly it 
was for another man to fit at tlie head of his table- 
in his abfence; at the fame time begging, that if his 
diref^ions proceeded from his diffidence in her capa- 
city, he would for once put her management to the 
trial, and be convinced, by experience, that fhe was 
equal to a more important charge. Anfelmo replied,, 
that fuch was his pleafure, and her province was to 
bow the head, and obey ; upon which fhe, though 
unwillingly, fubmitted. Next day he fet out ac* 
eord^ngly, and Lothario went to his houfe^. where 
he met with a very kind and honourable reception! 
from Camilla, who never gave him s^n opportunity^ 
of being alone with her, but was always fihrounded^ 
by her fervants, generally attended by her own maid, 
whofe name was Leonela, for whom her miftrefs 
had a particular afieftion, becaufe they had been 
brought up together from their infancy, in the houfe 
of Camilla's parents, and when ibc married Anfelmo^. 

ihe 
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/he accompanied her to his houfe in qualk j of wait- 
ing-woman. 

During the firft three days, Lothario did not de* 

clare himfelf, although he had opportunities immedi* 

ately after the table was uncovered, while the fcr« 

Tants were at dinner, which Camilla always ordered 

them to finifli with all expedition. Nay, {he gave 

dire&ions to Leonela, to dine* every day, before the 

cloth was laid for herfclf, that ihe might always be 

in waiting; but her maid's thoughts were too much 

engrofled by her own amufemcnts, the enjoyment 

of which required fuch time and opportunity, as 

often hindered her from obeying the commands of her 

miftrefs; fo that (he frequently behaved as if (he 

had received orders to leave them alone-— But the 

dignified prefence of Camilla, the gravity of her 

countenance, and awfulnefsof perfon, were fuch, as 

efie£^uaUy bridled Lothario's tongue : yet the energy 

of virtue, in having this very effe£t, redounded the 

more to die difadvantage of them both ; for, though 

his tongue was reftri£led, his thoughts had a full and 

a firee opportunity of contemplating, at leifure, the 

charms both of her mind and perK)n, which were 

fufficient to captivate not only an fieart of fielh, but 

even a ftatue of ftone. 

Lothario, by gazing at her, during thofe opportu-^ 
utties, beheld how worthy ihe was to be beloved^ 
and this convi£^ion began gradually to fap his re- 
gard for his friend \ fo that lie made a thou land refo-»> 
lutions to quit the city, and go where he ihbuld nc-^ 
ver more be feen by Anfelmo, or be expofed to dan«^ 

Eer from the beauty of his wife : but all the& were* 
afHed by the pleafure he had already felt, in feeing^ 
and admiring her charms : he condraiaed himfel^ 
and combated his own inclinations, in order to expel 
and efface that fatisfa£lion ; when he was alone, he- 
condemned his own madnefs, and reproached himfetf 
as a falfe friend .and worthlefs <;hriJ[lian ; he made a 

thoufand 


96 The ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

thoufand refle£lions and comparifons between himfetf 
and Anfelmo ; and they all terminated in this' cot*- 
clufion, that the madnefs and rafh confidence of his 
friend greatly exceeded his own infidelity 5 and that, 
if he could excufe himfelf to heaven, for Mrhat he 
intended to do, as eafily as to mankind, he had no 
reafon to dread any punifliment for the crime : in 
ihort, the beauty and other accompliihments of Ca- 
milla together with the opportunity which the igno* 
rant hufband put into his hands, intirely overthrew 
the integrity of Lothario 5 who g'rving way at once 
to the dilates of his paffion,^ began at the end of 
three days, during which he had been at continun"! 
war with his de fires, to addreft himfelf to Camilla 
with fuch diforder, and amorous difcburfe, that £he 
was utterly aftonifhed, and rifing up, went to her 
own chamber, without anfwering one w0td: but 
this coynefs did not abate Lothario*S hope, which 
always increafes with a man's love ; on the contrary^ 
he redoubled his efforts, while (he, perceiving hint 
behave fo wide of expedation, did not well know 
what condu£l: to efpoufe ; but thinking it would ht 
both unfeemly and unfafe in her to grai^ him an* 
other opportunity, ftie determined that very night, 
to fend a mefTage to her hufband and adiually dif* 
patched a fervant to him, with the following letter i 

CHAP. VIL 

The continuation? of the novel called the Impertinent 

Curiofity. 

*' T T is a common obfervation, that an army with- 
** ■'out a general,, and a garrifon without a chief, 
*' make but a very indifferent appearance : but, I fay,, 
** that a young married woman without a hufband 
** makes a worfe, efpecially when his abfence is not 
''- the eiiisft of ahfoiute necefiity :. for my own part, 

"I 
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** I find myfeli fb uneafy> and unable to fupport 
" our reparation, that if you do not rcliirn imme- 
" diately, I muft go and pafs my time at my father's 
" houfe 'y though I fhould leave youF*s without a 
*• guard ; for, I beKeve, he that you ieft, if he was 
** defigned for that purpofc, hath more regard to his 
"^ own plcafure than to your advantage-j and fince 
** you are wife, I have nothing more to fay, nor is it 
" proper I fhould*'* 

When Anfelmo received this letter, he was con- 
vinced that Lothario had begun thq cnterprife, and 
that his wife had behaved according to his wiih ^ 
rejoiced beyond meafure at this information, he an- 
fwered by a verbal mcflage, that fhe fhould by no 
means leave the houfe ; for he would return in a 
very little time. Camilla was aftonifhed at this re- 
ply, which perplexed her more than ever ; as flie 
durft neither (lay in her own houfe, nor go to her 
father's ; for, in flaying at home, fhe endangered her 
honour,, and going to her parents, fhe tranfgrefTed 
the commands of* her hufband. In fine, fhe refol- 
ved upon that which was woril of allj namely, to 
remain where fhe was^ determined not to avoid Lo- 
thario, that the fervants might not obfervc her fitua* 
tton^ and fhe. was already forry for what fhe had 
written to Anfelmo, being afraid he would imagine 
Lothario had perceived fome levity in her coudud,. 
which encouraged him to lay afide the decorum he 
ought to have preferved. Confident of her own vir- 
tue, (he trufled to God and her confcious prudence, 
by the help of which fhe thouglit fhe could, in filence^ 
refifl all the folicitations of Lothario, without giving 
her hufband any further information, left it fhoukl 
involve him in fome trouble or dangerous difpute ; 
nay, fhe was evdn induftrious in inventing fome ex- 
cufe for Lothario,^ cafe Anfelmo fhould afk the 
leaiba that induced her to write finch a letter. 

With 
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With thcfc fentiments, which were more honour- 
able than prudent and advantageous, (tiCy^ next day, 
fat liitentng toLethario, who exerted himfdf in fuck, 
a manner, as to (hake hef fortitude, which, with. aUF 
her virtue,, was barely fufBcient to hinder her eyes 
from giving manifeft indications of the amorous- 
compaiTion that his tears and addreiTes had awakened 
in her breaft. All this tenderhefs, which Lothario 
obfcfvcd, inflamed his paffion the more 5 and think- 
ing there was a ncceffity for fliortenine the fiege,. 
whirle this opportunity ot Anfclmo's abfence lafted,. 
hq aflaulted her pride with the praifes of her beauty ; 
for nothing fooner fucceeds in overthrowing the 
embattled towers of female vanity, than vanity it- 
fclf^ employed by the tongue of adulation : in (hort, 
he fo aflfiduouily undermined the fortrefs of her vir- 
tue, and plied it with fuch irrefiftible engines, that 
though fhe had'been made of brafs, (he muft have fur- 
rendered at mercy :. he wept, intreated, promifed, 
flattered, feigned, and importuned, with fuch ezcm&r 
expreflions of love, as conquered all her referve $ at 
laft he obtained a complete triumph, which, though 
what he leaft expedked, was what of all things he 
mod Ardently dsfired :: ihe yielded — the chafte Ca- 
milla yielded ! B^t, what wonder ? Since even Lo- 
thario's friendfliip gave way. A clear and incontcf- 
tible proof, that love is to be conquered by flight a* 
lone; and that no perfon whatever ought to en- 
gage fuch a powerful adverfary, hand to hand ; be- 
caufe nothing but force divine can fubdue that hu- 
man power. 

Leonela alone was privy to the weaknefs of her 
miftrefs, which the two new lovers and falfe friends 
could not pofliWy conceal from her knowledge : and 
Lothario did not chufe to tell Camilla the_ cpn-^. 
trivance of Ahfelmo, who had given him the op- 
portunity of accompUfliing his defign ; that ihe 
might. i^ot undervalue. his Jove,, by fuppofing, that he 

courted 
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-CQurted her by accident, without being at firft reallj 
•enamoured of her charms. Anfelmo retrming in a 
few daySi did not perceive the lofs of that, which^ 
though he perfervered with the leaft care, he prized 
jibove all other pofleffions : but going in queft of Lo- 
thario, whom he found in his own lodging, after a 
mutual embrace, he defired he would tell him the 
news that muft determine his life or death. ** Tlie 
news which I hai« to give you, my friend, faid Lo- 
thario, are thefe : you have a wife who truly deferves 
to be the pattern and queen of all good women. The 
expreflions I ufed to her were fpent in the air, my 
promifes were defpifed, my preients rejeAed, and 
fome te^^rs that I feigned, moil heartily ridiculed : in 
fhort, Camilla is the fum of all beauty, and the 
caiket in which are depofited honour, afiability, mo- 
dcfty, and all the qualifications tliat dignity and 
adorn a woman of virtue* Here, take back your ' 
money, which I have had no occafion to ufe : the 
chaftity of your fpoufe is not to be fhakeh by fuch 
mean coniiderations as thofe of promifes and pre- 
fents: be fatisfied, Anfelmo, and make no more 
unprofitable trials; fince you have dry-fhod crofTed 
the fea of thofe doubts and fufpicions, which are and 
may be entertained of women ; feek not to plunge 
yourfelf anew into the dangerous gulf of frefh dif- 
ficulties, by ufing another pilot to make a fecond 
trial of the ftrength and tightnefs 6f the vcflel, \jfhich 
you have received from Heaven to perform the voy- 
age of this life : but CQnfider yoUrfelf as in a fafe 
harbour, where you ought to fccurc yourfelf with 
die anchor of found reflexion, and remain until you 
are called upon to pay that tax from which no human 
rank can exempt you.'* 

Anielmo was infinitely rejoiced at this information 
of Lothario, which he believed as implicitly as if it 
had been pronounced by an oracle : but, neverthe- 
lefS| he beibught him to continue his addrefles, 

merely 
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merely forcuriofity and amufement, though not witK 
the fame eagcrnefs and diligence which he had ufed 
before : he defired him to write verfes in praife of 
Camilla, under the name of Chloris, promifing to 
tell his wife, that he, Lothario, was in love with a 
lady whom he celebrated under that fiflitious name^ 
iu order to preferve the decorum due to her charafter ; 
^nd he aflured him, that if Lothario, did not choofe 
to take the trouble of making verfes, he himfelf 
would compofe them for the occafion. *' You fhall 
luot need, faid Lothario ; the mufes are no^ quite €6 
averfe, but they vifit me fometimes; you may tell 
Camilla what you have mentioned, concerning my 
pretended love ; and as for the verfes, if not ade- 
quate to the fubjed:, they fliall, at all events» be 
the bed I can make." 

This agreement being concerted between the im- 
pertinent hufband and treacherous friend, Anfelmo 
returned to his own houfe, and aflced Camilla, what 
fhe wondered he had not mentioned before ; namely, 
the meaning of that letter which (he had difpatched 
to him in the country. She anfwered, that Ihe then 
fancied Lothario looked at her with more freedom 
than he ufed to take when Anfelmo was at home , 
but, now fhe was undi^^ived, and convinced of its 
being no more than mere imagination. 5 for he had of 
late, avoided all occa(ions of being alone with her* 
Anfelmo faid, Are might make herfelf intirely eafy 
from \hat quarter ; for he knew that Lothario was 
in love with a lady of fafhion in the city, whom he 
celebrated under the name of Chloris 5 and. even, if 
he was free of any fuch engagements, there was no- 
thing to be feared from the honour of Lothario, 
and the friendfhip fubfilUng between them. If Ca- 
milla had not been previoufly advertifed by her fecret 
gallant of this fuppoied love of Chloris, with which 
he intended to hoodwink her hufband,. that he might 
fometimes indulge himfelf in her own praife, under 

the 
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the cover of that name $ (he would, without doubt, 
have been diftra6^ed with jealoufy, but, thus inftrudl- 
ed, (he heard him without furprife or concern. 

Next day while they jwere at dinner, Anfelmo 
intreated his friend to repeat (bme of the verfes he 
had compofed in praife of Chloris, who being utter- 
ly unknown to Camilla, he might fecurely fay what 
he pleafed : " Though fhe were of her acquaintance, 
anfwered Lothario, I fliould not think myfelf bound 
to conceal my paffion ; for when a lover praifes the 
beauty, and at the fame time bewails the cruelty of 
his miftrefs, her reputation can fuffer no prejudice : 
but be that as it will, I own, I yefterday wrote a 
fong on the ingratitude of Chloris^ which you fliall 
hear." 

I. 

XTITHEN night extends her filent reign, 
^^ And fleep vouchfafes the world to blcfs. 
To heav'n and Chloris I complain 
Of dire and affluent diilrefs. 

II. 

When Phoebus, led by ro% morn. 
At firft, his radiant vifa^e (hews. 

With tears, and fighs, and groans, forlorn. 
My foul the bitter plaint renews. 

III. 

When from his bright meridian thron e. 
The dazzling rays defcend amain. 

With aggravated grief I moan. 

And night brings back the woeful ftrain. 

Thus, to my vows and pray'rs, I find 
My Chloris deaf, and heav'n unkind. 

The fong was approved by Camilla, and much 
more fo -by her huiband, who applauded it to the 
Ikies, and obfervcd that the lady muft be exceffively 

' cruel 
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cruel whcf could refill fuch a true and pathetic com* 
plaiu^. ** What ! faid Camilla, is every thing true 
that we are told by the poets when they are in love ?** 
** What tbejLrehearfe. as poets^ anfwered Lothario, 
is not always truth; but what they affirm as lovers, 
is always from the heart/* ** You are certainly in 
the right,'^ replied Anfclmo, with a view of fup- 
porting and giving fan£lion to Lothario's fentiments 
in the opinion of Camilla, whofe indifference about 
her hufband's artifice was now equal to her love for 
his pretended friend. Pleafed therefore, with his 
performances, becaufe fhe very w^cll knew that his 
inclinatiox{' and coropofitions were infpired by, and 
addreffed vo her, who was the true Chloris, fhe de- 
fired him, if he had any more fongs or verfes, to 
repeat them. " I have another, faiJ Lothario, but, 
I believe, it is not lo gpod ; or rather, it is lefs to- 
lerable than the laft. However, you Ihall judge for 
ycurfelf — here it is« 

L 

^ES, cruel maid ! I welcome death, 
* And tho' I perifli undeplored. 
Thy beauty, with my lateft breath, ^^:.%rr^ 
Shall be applauded and ador'd. /S^TK vSv 

II. P^^p^O^ 

Tho' loft in dark oblivion's (hade, n^"^:^; 

Bereft of favour, life and fame. 
My faithful heart when open laid. 

Will ihew thy image and thy name. 

III. 

Thcfe reliques I preferve with care,. 

My comfort in difaftrous fate ; 
VoTy ileel'd and whetted by defpair. 

My love new force acquires from hate. 
Uuhappy thofe I wh0| darkling, fail 

Wliere ftars and pom and pdotai faiL 

ThU 
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This fong was commended as much as the firft, 
hf Anfelmo, who in this manner added Unk to linl^ 
of the chain with which he enflaved himfeif» and fe» 
cured liis own difhonour; for thea Lothario dif- 
graced him moit| when he thought hin^felf moft ho« 
noured) and every ftep that Camilla defcended to* 
wards the very centre of contempt, (he, in the opi- 
nion of her hufliandy mounted to the very fummit of 
virtuous reputation. About this time, happening to 
be alone with her maid, ** I am afhamed, dear Lieor 
neia, faid (htf when I confider how I have underva* 
lued myfelf ^ for I ought to have made Lothario em- 
ploy a great deal of time in purchafing the entire 
pofieflion of my favours, which I fo willingly furren« 
dered at once : and I am afraid that he will look upon 
my fudden yielding as the effed of levity, M'ithout 
refie£bing upon the violence of his own addrefles, 
which it was impoflible to refift/' " Let not that 
give you the lead diilurbance, madam, anfwere4 
Leonela ; for ther^ is no reafon why a thing (hould 
Jofe its eftimation, by being freely given, if it is ac- 
tually good in its kind and worthy cfteem ; nay it 
is a common faying, that he who gives freely, givc$ 
twice." '* There is alfo another comr^on obfervation, 
replied Camilla, that which is eafiLy got, is little va- 
lued." ** You are not at all affeded by that obferva^ 
tion, refumed Leonela; for Love (tbey fay) fome- 
times flies, fometimes wdlks, runs with one, creeps 
with another, warms a third, burns a fourth, wound- 
ing fome, and flaying others. In one moment it be- 
gins, performs, and concludes its career ; lays fiege 
in the morning to a fprtrefs, which is furrendered 
before night, there being no fortrefs that can with- 
iland its power. This being the cafe, what caufc 
have you to be alarmed or afraid? tliis was the pjwer 
that aflifled Lotliario, by making ufe of my mailer's 
abfence as the inftrument of his fucccfs 5 and 
what love had determined, muft of neccffity h\\Q ' 

Vol, IL F been 
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been concluded during that period^ before Anfelmo 
could, by his return, prevent the perfe£lion of the 
ivork. Opportunity is the beft mtnilter for executing 
^e defigns ol love ; and is employed in all his under- 
takings, efpecially in the b^inning of dienu l^his 
I know to be true, more by experience thah bear- 
fay ; and I ihall one day tell you, madam, that I am 
a girl of flefh and blood as well as your ladyfhip. 
Befides, your, ladyfliip did not yield until you had 
4ifcemed in the looks, fighs, proteftatiohs, promifesy 
SLuA prefents of Lotharioj his whole foul undiiguifedj 
and adorned with fuch virtues as rendered him wor- 
thy of your love« Let not, therefore, thefe fcrupu- 
lous and whinitfg refledions harafs your imagina-- 
lion; but afluxe yourfelf, that Lothario^s love and 
yours are mutual: fo that you may think yourfelf 
extremely happy, in being caught in the amorous 
ihare by a man of worth and honour, who not onlr 
poifcfles the four xjuaMtie^ beginning with * S, which 
ought to be the cafe i>{ aU true lovers, but alfo a 
whole alphabet of accompUihments. liften, and you 
fliall hear howjcleverly I will recount them* He is, 
tn my (unple opinion, amiable, benevolent^ coura- 
geous, diverting, enamoured, firm, gay, honourable^ 
illuftriouSf loyal, mettlefome, noble, obedient, prince- 
ly qualified, rich, and the' S^ S. as I have already ob- 
ferved. Theo« he is truftv, vigilant, the X does not 
fuit him, becaufe it is a narfli letter ; Y {lands for 
youth, and Z for zeal, in his attachment to you*" 

Camilla laughed at the alphabet of her maid, 
whom fhe found more kaowingjn the affairs ^f love 
than ihe had pretended to be; and this knowledge 
indeed flie, confefled^ diiicloiing to her miftrefs an in* 
tsigue thsit (he carried on with a young man of a 
good family in town* Camilla was difturbed at 
*— — — ^— — — — ^^^^— ^— — ^— ^— — — ^-^^-— -*- ^________^ _ ■ _ 

andfinccrfi* , 

this 
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fSA$ fiifbnnation, fearing that her hosoar ran feme. 
jiik from their correi^ndeiice ; and when Ihe prefix- 
ed her to con£ef% whether or not it had been brought 
to th^ laft extremity, (he, without the leaft fympcott 
of ihame, anftvered in the affinnative : for it is verf 
certain, diat the failings of miftreiles diveft theit 
fenrants of all modefty^ becaufe, feeine their ladies 
trip, they think themfelves intitled to' halt, without 
being at die trouble to conceal their defe£t« Camilla, 
thus cjTcuAsftanced, could fall upon no other expedi^ 
cnt than that of cautioning her maid againft betray- 
ing her to the perfon who was her gaUant, and be** 
feeching her to keep her own intrigue fecret, that 
it might not fall under the obfervatioa of Aalklmo 
;md Lothario. 

Leonda promifed to be upon her guard; but 
managed her afiairs with fo little difcretion, that (he 
confirmed Camilla in the apprehenfion of lofing her 
reputation by the carelefTnefs of her maid ; for the 
bold and immodeft Leonela, feeing that her lady's 
conduA was not the fame as formerly, had the al« 
furance to introduce and conceal her lover in. the 
houfe, .coafcious, that although her miilrefs fhould 
perceive, flic durft not dete£l him, in that fituation* 
Among other dlfadvantages incurred by the flips of 
iK'Qmen of falhion, they become flaves to their own 
fervants, and find themfelves obliged to connive at 
their impudence and vice. 

This was the very cafe of Camilla, who, though 
{be more than once obferved Leonela engaged with 
her gallant, in one of the chambers, far n-om repri- 
fnandiQg her on that fcore, (he gave opportunities o£ 
concealing him, ami did all &e could to prevent ht$ 
being feen by her hufband* But all their caution 
could not fcreen hkn from the notice of Lothario, 
who, perceiving hini come ou^, of the houfe one 
morning at bresft of day, and not knowing who he 
was« at firft miftook him for a phantom ; but, fee- 
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ing him run away, and feek to hide himfelf wiA 
care afld concern, he foon changed that fimple opi- 
nion for another, which would have ruined them all, 
had not Camilla found out an expedient to prevent 
their deftruftion. He was fo far uom thinking that 
this man, w/iv)m he faw coming out of AnfeImo*s 
houfe, at fuch an unfcafonable hour, had gone in 
on Leonela's account, that he did not even remem- 
ber there was fuch a perfon in the world ; on the con- 
trary, he was firmly perfuaded, that Camilla, who 
yielded. fo eafily to his addrefles, had a£^ed in the 
fame manner to fome other perfon: for this ad- 
ditional misfortune attends a loofe woman, that fhe 
lofes her credit even with the man by whofe impor- 
tunities and intreaties her honour was fubdued : nayi 
he believes that (he will be more eafily won by an- 
other than by him, and implicitly credits every fuf- 
picion that may arife from that unjuft inference. 
.On this occafion, liOthario's good fenfe failed, and 
all his caution feemed to vanifli ; fince, regardlefs of 
cv^ry thing that was right or reafonable, vKithou^ 
further examination, he hied him to A nfelmo -before 
lie was^up, where, impatient and blind with the jea- 
lous fury that preyed upon his entrails, and inflamecl 
with t|ie d^re of being revenged upon Camilla, 
who had given him no offenccj he expreifed himfelf 
tfhus: ' i 

" You^muft know, Anfelmo, that for fome day# 
paft, I;have had a continual ftruggle with myfelf, 
endeavouring to fupprefs that which I no longer 
Cither can or ^ught'to conceal from your knowledge. 
The fortrefe of, Camilla is at laft furrendered, and 
fubmitted entirely to the dominion of my will. This. 
I have delayed imparting to you, until I (hould be 
ceTtaln^ whether her compliance was owing to fomq 
tranfient flafh of afFeftion, or to the defire of try- 
ing the .^vncerity of thofe addrefles which, by your 
own direction, were carried on 5 and I likcwife con- 
cluded 
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eluded, that if fhe was a woman of honour and vir« 
tue, as we both imagined, {he would, ere now, have 
given you an account of my folicitation. But, find- 
ing that ftill undone, I take it for granted, ihe 
means to keep her promife of giving me an inter- 
view in the wardrobe, the very next time you go to 
l^e country: (and here it was that Camilla actually, 
ufed to entertain him) but I^ould not wifh that you 
would run precipitately* into any fchemc of ven- 
geance. ' However, as the crime is committed in 
thought only, before an opportunity ofifers of per- 
forming thatpromife, Camilla may change her mind, 
and repent of her wcaknefs. Wherefdre as you have 
hitherto, in whole or in part, followed my advice, I 
hope you will treafure up and obferve one which I 
ftall now offer, that you may, without the leaft 
pbiSbility of being deceived, carefully and cautioufly 
iatisfy yourfelf, fo as to take fuch mcafurcs as your 
prudence (hall fuggeft. You may pretend that yoa 
are going, as ufual, for two or three days, to the 
country, and, in the mean time, conceal yourfelf in 
the wardrobe, ^here you will find tapeftry and, 
pienty of other things for thepurpofe: from thence 
you, with your own eyes, as I with mine, will' ob-* 
ferve the condu£l: of Camilla, and if unhappily you 
ihould find more caufe to fear than to hope, you may 
in perfon, revenge your own wrongs, with filence^ 
fefety, and difcretion." 

Anfelmo was thunderftruck at this declaration of 
Lothario, which came upon him when he leaft ex- 
pe£ted it \ for he already looked upon Camilla as a 
conqueror in the fiftitious affaults of his friend, and 
had actually begun to enjoy the glory of her triumph. 
After having ftood filent for ia long time, with hi« 
eyes fixed upon the ground, " Lothario, faid he, 
you have a£ked «p to the expeftation of my friend* 
fcip : I will adhere to your advice in every thing : 
do what yoi pleafe; I hope you will keep this un^ 
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cxpeAed affair a» fecret as the nature. of it're*^ 
quiree.** 

His falfe friend promrfisd to obferre the caution r 
but foon a$ he quitted the apartment, repented of 
every thing he had^faid, reficfiing howsfoolilhly he- 
had proceeded, and that he might have puniflied' 
Camilla by means le& cruel and diihcmouraDle. He^ 
<HLtfcd his own folly, •sX)ndemned his precipitation^ 
and endeavoured to find out fome expedient to undo- 
what he had done^ or at leaft bring it to. fame Ta^ 
Toarable ifiue. At length, he irefolved to difcloie the 
whole to Camilla, as mere wanted net opportunities 
ef b^ing with her alone f and that very day^ being 
together, flie made ufe of the firft that happened,, 
addreffing herfelf to him in this manner : *^ Know, 
my dear Lothario^ that my heart is ready to biirft 
with one aflliftion^ which is fo grievous, that it- will: 
be a wonder if I furvive it : Leonela is arrived ta 
fuch a pitch of impudence^ that every night flic 
introduces a gallai^t into the houfe> and remains ^v^ith 
him till morning, very much at theexpencex)f my 
reputation, as the field is left open for any malicious' 
conftrudion, upon feeing a man come out cf my 
houfe at fuch unfeafbnable hours : and the misibr-* 
tune is, I daare neither chide nor chaftife her for her 
audacity ; for ber being privy to our correfpondence 
puts 4^idie in my mouth, obliging me to be filent 
on die fubjefl of her folly, from which, I fear, fome 
mifehance will befal us.^' 

When Camilla began this difcourfe, Lothario ima* 
gined it was an artifice to deceive and perfuade him, 
that the man he had feen coming out of the houie 
hi^d been there on Iiconela's account only i but fee- 
ing his miftrcfs weep^ and in the utmoft affii£iion 
jotreat him to find out fome remedy for this in« 
convenience, he was convinced of the truth,, and co- 
vered with ihame and remorfe for what he had done: 
ncfvetithclefs^ he deilrcd Camilla t&mako hi^\£ eafy, 

afid 
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wad pfomifcd tb fall upoit feme method to curb 
Leonela's infolence. He thed told her what^ infti* 
gated by the rzgc of jealoafy^ he had difclofed ta 
Anlelmoy who^ by his appointment, was to conceal^ 
himfeif in the wMdrobe, thai he might have an in« 
ccMitedibk proof of her iniideKty r he begged par* 
^ don for his madnefs, widi adYice how to remedy it» 
and tt> extricate himielf fronr the labyrinth in wnich 
he was involved by his own imprudence* Camilla, 
was aflonifhed at the difcourfe ot Lothario^ whon» 
ihe chid and reprimanded with great reafdn and re- 
fentment, for the groundlefs fufpicion which had 
4nven him to fuck a mad and mtfchievous refolution. 
Buty women having naturally more invention than 
man can boaft of> either for a good or bad occalioD) 
though fometimes they fail in premeditated fchemes i. 
Caaiilla inftantly thought of a cure for this feemingly 
incurable dilemma, and bad Lothario prevail upon 
her hufband to conceal himfelf ih the appointed 
place, the very next day ; for ihe hoped to reap fuch 
advantage from his concealment, as that, for the 
future, they fhould enjoy each other without the leaft 
fear or interruption. She, ther^forcp without di£- 
clofing to her lover the whole oJF her plan, defired' 
him to take care, when Anfelmo was hid, to come at 
Leonela's call, and anfw:er every queftion (he fhould 
afk, in the fame manner as he would reply, if he 
did not know that her hufband wag within hearing* 
I#othario infifted upon knowing the particulars of her . 
fcheme, that he might with more lecurity and fuc* 
cefs perform his cue ; but Camilla afTured him, he 
had nothing to do but anfwer her qneftions widi 
truth and iincerity; being unwilling to make hini 
previoufly acquainted with her defign, left he (hould 
difapprove of that which to her fcemed fo necefTary, 
and recommend another, which perhaps (he might 
not think fo efiedual. Accordingly, Lothario took 
Us leave; aiid next day, Anfelmo, under pretence of 
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ifoing to his friend's country-houfc, fet out^ but 
bon retutned to his hiding-place ; Camilla an4 her 
fiiaid having purpofely given him an opportimity of 
gcttinc in unfeen. There he remained in a ftarte of 
perturbation, which may be eafily conceived to ha- 
rafs the bread of a man who exped:ed to fee, with 
his own eyes, the bowels of his honour diBcQ:edy 
and found himfelf on the brink of lofing that fupreme 
blifs which he thought he pofTeiled in his beloved Ca« 
milla. 

She and her maid, by this time, certified of his 
being there, went to the wardrobe, which Camilla 
no fooner entered, than heaving a profound fighy 
" Dear Leonela, faid fhe, rather than execute the 
defign which I con<:eal from your knowledge, that 
you may not endeavour to prevent it, would it jiiot be 
better for you to take this poignard of Anfelmo, and 
plunge it in my unfortunate bofom? Yet, do nor, 
LeoncIa \ for it were unreafonable, that I fhould be 
punKbed for another's crime ; I want, firft, to know 
what the daring and licentious eyes of Lothario have 
dtfcerncd in my conduft, that fhould encourage him 
to declare a paflion fo guilty as that which he hath 
owned, fo much to my diftionour and the prejudice 
of his friend. Go to that window, Leonela, and 
beckon to him, for, doubtlefs, he is now in the ftreet, 
erpefting to fucceed in his wicked intention : but I 
ihall firft execute mine, which is equally honourable 
and feverc." " Alas, madam ! anfwered the cun- 
ning and well-inftrufted Leonela, how do you intend 
to ufe that fatal poignard i are you determined to 
take away your own life, or that of Lothario ? by 
iacrificing cither the one or the other, you will en- 
tirely ruin your own reputation. You {hould rathet 
ftifle your wrongs, than give that wicked wretch an 
opportunity of finding us here alone : confider, ma-» 
dam, that we are but weak women, and he a deter* 
mined man, who, blinded by his guilty paflion, may 
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by* force deprive you of that which you value more 
than life, before you can execute your purpofe upon 
him. A plague upon my mailer Anfelmo, for >al* 
lowing that impudent fellow to be fo free in his 
houfe 1 befides, madam, (hould you kill him, as I 
believe you intend to do, what ihall we do with him 
after he is dead ?'^ " Nothing, my friend, replied 
Camilla, but let Anfelmo bury him ; for he ought 
to take pleafure in the talk of interring his own in- 
famy. Go and beckon to him, I fay, for every mo- 
ment I delay my juft revenge feems to injure afrefli 
that fidelity which I owe to my hufband." 

All this converfation was overheard by Anfelmo, 
whofe fentiments were entirely changed by what Ca- 
milla faid : and when he underftood that (he intend- 
ed to kill Lotharioj he was inclined to come out and 
difcover himfelf, in order to prevent the deed : but 
he was diverted from that rcfolution by the defire 
of feeing the iffiie of his wife's gallant and virtuous 
determination; purpofing, however, to appear fea- 
fonably enough for the fafety of his friend. 

About this time Camilla, throwing herfelf upon a 
couch, was feized with a violent fit, during which 
Leonela wept bitterly, exclaiming, " AW, woe is me ! 
muft I then fee, expiring in thefe unfortunate arms, 
the flower of human virtue, the queen of excellent 
wives, the* pattern of chaftity 1" with other epithets 
of the fame kind, which no body could have heard, 
without efleeming her the mod faithful and affii£led 
damfel upon earth, and her miftrefs another perfecuted 
Penelope. Camilla, having foon recovered from her fi t, 
faid to her woman, " Why don't you go and call this 
the moft faithlefs friend that ever was feen by the cVay, 
or (hrouded by the night ? make hafte, go, rim, fly \ 
let not the tire of my rage be confumed by your de- 
lay, and the juft vengeance I mean to take, eva- 
porate in curies and unfubftantial tlireats/* " I go, 

anfwered Leonela,. but you muft firft give me that 
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poignardy left» La my abfence^ you do a< deed to mafe'i 
all tbofic wbo Idve you weep- Co the end of Aeir liTes.*^* ' 
** Go, dear Leonela, replied her miftrefs^. and fear 
nothing: for akhough, in your opinion, I may be 
rafli and even anreafonable in thus refeilting the af«^ 
front upon my honour, I ihall not behave like that 
, Lucretia, who, -tis faid, killed herfelf, tlwugh inno«: 
cent, without having firft punifhed the villainous^ 
caufe of her misfortune. If I muft die, I will at leaft 
fall, fully revenged of him who is the occafion of my 
being here, to bewail tns audaeious behaviour, which^ 
I am fure, proceeded from no mifcondu£): of mine/^ 
Many intre. ties did (he ufe, before Leonela would- 
go and' call Lothalrio) but at length fhe prevailed ^ 
the maid went out to feek him, and, in her abfence^ 
Camilla uttered the following foliloquy : ^ Good^ 
heaven! would k not have li^n mor6 prudent t<P 
idtfmifs Lothario as ufual, than to give hun this oc-- 
cafion of thinking me vicious and immodeft, even 
though that Opinion can only laft until I have an op*-- 
portunity of undeceiving him ? Yes, certainly : but^ 
I iballrnot think myfelf revenged, nor the honour o£ 
my hufband fuiEciently vindicated, if he efcapes fo> 
finooth and clean from this fnare into wl^ch his wick- 
ed inclinations'have decoyed him. Let the traitor pay^ 
with his life, for the cnterprife of his lafcivious de-" 
fire ;— die world Ihall know, if ever the aflair be made* 
public, that Camilla not drh^ preferved her affcAion 
for her hulband inviolate, but alfo took vengeance 
on the man who fought to impair it. Yet, methinks^ 
I ought to difclofe the whole to Anfelmo: but I 
have already touched upon the fubjed, in the letter 
J fent him when he was in the country^ and hiar 
omitting to apply a remedy to the evil I men hinted 
at, muK certainly be owing to his own integrity and 
nnfufpefling heart, which would not fuffer him to 
believe, that the bread of fuch a conftant friend 
could harbour one thought to the prejudice of hi» 
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honour : indeed, this wUs my o^m opinion, until bir 

behaviour became intolerably licentious, and his pre- 

fents, promifes, and tears, fully manifeftcd his guilty 

purpofe. But wherefore theie refleflions i does a 

gallant refolution Hand in need of hefitating advice ? 

No ! — ^traitor, avaunt ! hither vengeance ! enter, thou 

faHe, perfidious wretch ! come, quick, be Ipeedy^ 

die, and let the confequence be what it will ! Pure 

and unfpotted I came into the pofleflion of him whom 

heaven appointed to be my hulband and my lord^ 

and equally pure fhall I leave his embrace, though 

bathed in my own chafle blood, and embrued in tne 

tainted gore of the falfeft friend that ever friendfliip 

faw^ ?'* So faying, (he brandifhed the dravtm dagger in 

her hand, and ftalked acrofs the room with fucn dif- 

ordered ileps and violent geftures, that (he feemed to 

have loft her fenfes, and looked more like a defjperate 

ruffian than a delicajte wife* 

AH this tranfport and agitation was perceived) 
^th aftoniihment, by Anfelmo, where he ftood con-, 
cealed behind the tapeftry : he thought he had now 
feen and heard enough to difpel lufpicions of a 
(bronger kind than thofe he entertained; and even 
wiihed that the proof might proceed no farther, by 
Lothario's failing to keep the appointment; for he 
was afraid that iome fudden unlucky accident mieht 
Happen. — Being therefore on the point of (hewmg 
himfelf, and running to embrace and undeceive his 
wife, he was prevented by feeing Leonela return with 
Uis friend, whom Camilla no fooner beheld, than 
drawing a line before her,, with the dagger, fhe faid 
« Take notice,^ Lothario^ if you attempt to pafs this 
line, or even approach it^ the moment I perceive 
your intention, I will plunge the poignard in my 
breaft. Without offering the leaft reply therefore 
to this declaration, I defire you will liften to fome 
queftions I mean to afk, which you may anfwer as 
you^ {hall- think proper; in the firft place, tell me, 
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LbthariO) if you knaw xny hufband AnfelmOj anrf 
what ftation he maintains in your opinion ? and shen 
be as explicit in your fentimcnts of me : anfwet 
without perturbation or difEculty ', for the queft ion's 
I a(k are eafily folved.** 

Lothario was not fo ignofant, but that he had con- 
fceived her defign, from the moment of her deftring 
him to advife Anfclmo to conceal himfelf ; and there- 
fore, his replies were fo feafonable, and correfpond- 
ed fo exa£tly with her aim^ tha^ this fidion had all 
the air of the moft, genuine truth. ** Beauteous Ca* 
xnillai faid he, I did not imagine you had fent for 
me, with a view of aiking quellions fo foreign to the 
purpofe for which I come: If you mean to delay the 
promifed blifs, you might have protrafted the afligna- 
tion to a more diftant term 5 for the nearer the prot* 
peft of enjoyment is, the more grievous will the dis- 
appointment be: but, that you may have no caufe 
to complain of my refufing to anfwer your demands, 
I will own that I know your hufband Anfelmo, with 
whom I have been intimate from our moft tender 
years. Of the friendfliip (as you know) fubfifting 
between us, I will fay nothing, that I may not bear 
witnefs to the wrong which love, the powerful ex- 
cufe of greater crimes, compels me to commit : you 
too I know, and rate as high as you can poffibly be 
in his efteem ; for a prize of lefs value I fhould not 
have a£led fo unbecoming my own charafter, or 
tranfgrefled thofe laws of perfe^ friendfliip, which I 
have bi^oken and violated at the inftigation of that 
mifchievous and irrcfiftible power.** 

" Since thou art felf-convi£led fo far, replied Ca- 
milla, thou mortal enemy to all that merits love! 
with what face dareft thou appear before her who is 
the mirror that reflefts him, and in which thou 
oughteft to have feen how little reafon and encourage- 
ment thou , hadft to wrong his honour : but, unfor- 
t-unate that I aJji ! I have found out the caufe that in*. 

duced 
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duced thee to forget thyfelf fofar : it muft have been 
feme lightnefs of carriage in me; immodefty 1 will 
not call it, becaufe it could not be the cffcft of deli- 
Berate determination, but muft have proceeded from 
a neglefk of fome of thofe forms which women often 
madvertcntly omit, before thofe whom they think 
they can entertain without ceremony. Otherwrfe, 
tell me, traitor, when did I ever anfwer thy addreffes 
with any word or fign that could awaken in thy breaft 
the leaft glimpfe of hope to accomplifli thy infamous 
aim ! did 1 not always rejeft and reprove thy amorous 
proteftationswith rigour and feverity ? and when were 
thy promifes and prcfents believed and accepted ? 
But as I think no perfon could long perfevere in fuch 
a flagitious intention, without being fupported by 
fome fort of hope, 1 am willing to lay the blame of 
your impertinence at my own door ; fince, without 
doubt, fome failure of care in me hath enabled you 
to exert yours fo long ; and therefore, I will inflif): 
lipon myfelf the puniihment that your crime deferves : 
but that you may fee, in being thus inhuman to my- 
felf, it was impollible for me to deal mildly by you, 
I have invited you hither, to be witnefs of the facri- 
ficc I mean to otFer to the injured honour of my noble 
hufband, whom you have aggrieved to the utmoft of 
your power, I myfcif being acceiTory to the wrong, 
becaufe I have not induftriouily enough avoided all 
occafion, if I gave you any, of favourijig and coun- 
tenancing your wicked inclifnations. I fay, the fuf- 
picion I have, that fome levity of mine engendered 
fuch frantic fentiments in your bofom, gives me the 
utmoil pain, and prompts me to chaftife my indifcre- 
tion with my own hands, rather than make my fault 
more public, by fubmittine to another executioner-: 
but if I muft perifti, my ^11 fhall be accompanied 
with, the death of him whofe blood will fatisfy the 
vengeance which I already in fome meafure enjoy, 
when I confider that, wherefoever I go, I ilvall have 

before 
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before mine eyes, the viAim I oifcred to the tnoflf 
difinterefted judgment, in punithing the wretch who 
hath reduced me to this defpair/' 

So faying, (he ajGTauIted Lothi!rio with incredible 
force and agility, manifefting fuch eagernefs to plunge 
the poignard in his breaft, that he himfelf doubted 
whether her endeavours were feigned or real, and 
was a£tually obliged ta exert his whole ilrength in; 
defending nimfelf from Camilla, who a£)red this 
ftrange impofture fo much to the life, that, in order. 
€0 give it the greater appearance of truth flic rc- 
folved to colour it with her own blood : for, feeingy 
or feigning that (he could not touch Lothario, fhe 
cried, ** Though fate denies me the full fatisfa^tion of 
my juft defire, it cannot rob me of one part of my re- 
vcngc.**^ With thcfr words, ftruggling to difengage 
her dagger hand, which was held by Lothario, ihe at 
lad fucceeded, and dire£^ing her poignard to a part of 
her body, which flie thought flie might flightly wound- 
without danger, flie flieatned it between her flioulder 
and left breail^and feU upon the floor as in a fwoon. 

Leonela and Lothario were aftoniflied and con-^ 
founded at this event, and ftill dubious whether or 
not Camilla was in earned, when they faw her 
.ftretched upon the ground, and bathed in her own 
blood. Lothario ran in the utmofl: fright and con-^ 
fternation, to draw forth the dagger } but perceiving. 
what a fuperficial wound flic had made, he recovered- 
of the terror which had begun to feize him, and 
could not help admiring; anew the uncommon f^ga* 
city, prudence, and difcretion of the beautiful Ca- 
milla; that he might therefore .proceed in the part 
he had to zd^ he begun to make a long and forrowful 
Iimentation over the body, .as if flie nad been really 
dead, imprecating athoufand curfes, not only upon, 
himfelf, but alfo upon him who was the original ' 
caufe of this difafter : and as he knew that Anulmo 
was liftening, faid fuch melancholy things* that- 

who* 
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^ofoever had heard himi would have pitied his- 
cafe as much as that of Camiila^ though they had- 
believed her adrually dead* 

Leonela lifted her upland layine. her on the bed,, 
cameftly intreated Lothario to find fome perfon 
who could cure her privately ; and begged he would 
advife her, with regard to what fhe ihould tell An-^ 
felmo, about her lady's wounds^ in cafe he (hould re- 
turn'^before fhe was cured : he faid,. (he might tell* 
hkn what (he pleafedj for he was then ip no condi* 
tipn tp give any profitable advice about the matter r 
he only defired her to fall upon fome method of 
ftauncning the blood > and declaredi that for his 
9wn part, he would eo where man fhould never fee 
kirn. He accordingly departed, with the appearance 
of infinite grief and anxiety, and, when lie found, 
himfelf alone in a private place, eroded himfelf 
with amazement at the invention of Camilla, and' 
the artful behaviour of her maid : he could eafily 
conceive that Adfblmo was, by this time, ^oroughly 
convinced of his bavin^g a fecond Portia for his wife ^ 
and was impatient to fee him> that they might toge*^ 
dier extol her behaviour^ which, though impofture^' 
had more appearance of truth than aAy thing of the 
lame kind that had ever been praflifed. 

Leonela,. as (he was defired, ftopt her lad/s 
Uood, of which there was juft enough to give credit 
to her artifice ^ and w ihing the wound with a little 
wine, bound it up as well as (he could, uttering fuch 
forrowful expreifions all the time, as would have been 
fufficient, without any previous lamentation, to per- 
fuade Anfelmo that his wife was the mirror of chafti- 
ty« Leojiela's complaints were joined by thofe of her 
miftrefs, who taxed herfelf with cowardice and pufil- 
bnim^ity^ in having loft the beft opportunity (he (hould. 
ever have of parting with that life which (he abhor- 
red. She confulted her maid about difclofing the whole . 

affair to her beloved fpoufe i but this fcheme Iieonela 

oppofed^ 


in The ATCHIEVEMENTS of . 

oppofed, obfervmg that it would layher mafter uft- 
der an obligation of taking vengeance on Loth'arie ^ 
a fatisfaftion he could not enjoy without expoiing 
himfelf to great danger : and that a virtuous weman^ 
£ar from feeking to involve her hufband in quarrels. 
Was in duty bound to keep him free of all fuch dif* 
putes, by every method in her power. Camilla feemed 
to approve of her maid's prudence^ and promifed to 
follow her advice ; but faid it would he neceWa^rj, 
at all events, to invent fome eitcufe to Anfelmo, a-- 
bout the wound which he could not fail of obferving. 
Leonela afiiiringJieri-that- (he -could never tel] a lie 
even iti jeft^ the miftrefs replied, " What fliall I do 
then, child ? for I would not attempt to frame and 
maintain a falfehood, even though my life depended 
upon it : fince, therefore, we know not how to extri- 
cate ourfelves otherwife, we muft c*en difcover the 
naked truth, rather than run the rijQc of being de- 
tedled in a lie.'^ " Don't give yourfelf any further un- 
eafinefs, madam, faid Leonela, by to-morrow morn- 
ing I (hall have found fome expedient : perhaps the 
wound being where it is» may be concealed from his 
view, and heaven vouchfafe to favour our upright 
and honouraU^ intention. Compofe yourfelf, dear 
madam, endeavour to calm the perturbation of your 
fpirits, that my mafter may not perceive your difor- 
der J and leave the confequence to my care, and that 
of Heaven, which never fails to favour the righteous 
defign/^ 

Anfelmo liftened with the utmoft attention to this 
tragedy, of the death of his honour, which was re- 
prcfentcd with fuch exquifite and furprifing addrefs, 
that the a£lors feem^d really transformed into the very 
charafters they feigned ; he longed impatiently for 
night, and an opportunity of efcaping unfeen, that 
he might fly to his worthy friend Lothario, and re- 
ceive his congratulation upon the precious jewel he 
Iiad found in this vindication of his wife's virtue : 

they 
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they took care to furnifli him with the occafion he 
wanted ; and he, without letting it flip, ran imWe- 
ikztcij in queft of Lothario : it would be difficult to 
defcribe the eagernefs of his embraces at meeting, 
or to recount the expreffions he ufed in the overflow- 
ings of his fatisfa£Hon, and the extravagant praifes 
he beftowed on Camilla. All diefe Lothario heard, 
without being able to manifeft the leaft flgns of joy ; 
his refledlion taxed him with the deceit he had prac- 
tifed, and the injury he had done his unfufpefting 
friend. Anfelmo took notice that he did not feem 
to participate in his pleafure, but believed his concern* 
proceeded from the thoughts of having been the oc- 
cafion of Camilla's wound : he therefore, among* 
other things, told him to make himfelf eafy on that 
fcorc J for the hurt mud certainly have been very 
flight, as they had agreed to conceal it from his 
hnowledgfe J and fince there was no bad confequencc 
to be apprehended^ he hoped for the future, to er-^ 
j«y, in mirth and good humour, the friendfliip of his 
dear Lothario, by whofe induftry and medita on he 
itow fayr himfelf raifed to the moft fublime pitch of 
human felicity : at the fame time he fignificd, that 
his defire and defign was to purfue no other amufe- 
ment than that qf compofmg verfes in praife of Ca- 
niilla, that (hould tranfmit to lateft pofterity the re- 
membrance of her worth. 

Lothario commended his'laudable determination, 
and proraifed to contribute all that lay in his power 
towards the rearing of fuch an illuftrious edifice : fo 
that Anfelmo, being the moft agreeably deceived of 
aiiy man that ever lived, led by the hand, to his 
own houfe, the very man who, though in his opinion 
the inftrument of hts glory, was the total perdition 
of his fame. Camilla received him with a counte- 
nance expreffing refentn>ent, but a foul brimful of 
joy ; and their fecret correfpondence continuetl unin- 
terrupted for a few mouths, at the end of which, the 

wheel 


ifi4 The ATCHIE VEMENTS' 6f 

\rfieel of fortune having perfomted a fbll circle, ih& 
intrigue, .which had been hitherto fo artfoHy con*^ 
cealed, was difcovered,^ and Anfclmo'ii Impertinent 
Curiofity coil him his life. 

CHAP. Vlliw 
The Conclttfion ol the Impertinimt CuriofityiS 

A LITTLE, more of this noyri remaine(l to 
^^ be read, when Sancho CAtnt running 4a great 
\^nfuGon, from the garret where his mafter Don. 
Quixote lay, bawling aloud, *• Come hither, gentle- 
men 1 make hafte to the affiftance of my mafter,» 
who is this precious minute engaged and grappled iit 
the toughed battle diac ever my ey^s beheld f Egad T 
he has given that fame giant, tne enemy of my lady 
the princ^fs of Micomicona, fuck a. back^ftroke,- as^ 
bath diced off his head» as fmooth and clean as the 
fkin pf a turnip." " What do you mean, brother, 
faid the curate, clofing the book ? are you in your 
right wits, Sancho ? how the devil can your inafter 
be fighting with a giant who is two thoufand leagues 
from hence V* 

That isftant,. diey heard a great noife in the apartk 
ment, and Don Quixote pronounced aloud, ** iStay, 
villain, robber, caitiff, here I have thee, and thy 
fcymitar fliall not avail." Then he began to ftrike 
furioufly at the walls ; and Sancho exclaimed, Don't 
ftand here liftening, but go in and part the fray, or 
lend your affiftance tamy mafterj though I believe 
that will be needlefs by this^'time; for tthe giant is 
certainly dead and giving an account to God of 
kis wicked and mifpent life : nay, I faw with my 
own eyes,, his blood running about the^oor,.and his 
head cut oflF, lying on one fide as a large wine bag,'^ 
•* May I be hanged, cried the inn-keeper, at thefe 
words,, if this- Don Quixote,, or Don Devil,* has 

not 
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flot cut open one 6f the (kins filled wkh red'urine^ 
that ftood at his bed's head, and the wine thaf 
ran out is miftaken by this fimplc fellow for 
WoodP 

So fxpngy he ruihed into the apartment, with the' 
whole company at his heels, and found the knight iH 
a very ludicrons fitnation : he appeared in bis fliirt^ 
which was too fcailty before»'to cover his thighs^ 
and ftiU (horter behind, by fix inches at leaft, and 
^fplayed a pair of loi^ lank kgs^ imbrowned with 
hair, and not extremely clean ; ms head was covered 
withalittk, rec^ greafy nightcap^ belonging to the 
landbrd ; round his left arm he had wrapt the blanket 
of his bed, to which Sancho, for good reafons knowa 
to himielf, bore an inveterate grudge; and in his 
r^ht, he wielded his drawn fword, with which he 
laid about him at a furious rate, talking %9 if he was 
ttfiually at blows with the giant : but what was very 
iarprifing, his eyes were fbut aU the time, and ho 
was fail aOeep, dreaming of this encounter ; for his- 
kna^nation was to much engrofifed by the adventure 
he had undertaken to atcheive, as to make him dream 
that he was already arrived in the kingdom of MW 
, comicon, and engaged in fingle combat with hisri* 
gantic abdverlary, inftead of whom he hacked the 
wine-bags ^(b furioufly, that the whole room was/ 
afloat with their contents. * 

'rhe kinkeeper no fooner perceived this Jiavock, 
than incenfed to the laft degree, he afiaulted Don 
Quixote with his clenched fills, and began to pum-» 
mel him ib feyerely, that if the curate and Cardenio^ 
had not interpofed, he would foon have put an end to- 
the adventure of the giant: yet. Tor ail that^ the 
poor knight did not awake, until the barber, fetching; 
a kettle of cold water from the well, foufed him all 
aver ; even then, thou&;h deep forfook him, he did not 
f ecolle£l the fituai\w»n he u as in ; and Dorothea fee-^ 
ing him (o flight and airily equipt„ did not chufe to. 
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be a fpe£^ator of the combat between her adverfary 
3(nd prote£lon Mean while, Sancho went about *the 
ft>oni^ prying into every corner J and fearclune for the 
giant's head, which, when he could not hnd,/ ^< I 
knew, faid he, that ev6ry thing goes by enchantment 
in this houfe : the laft time I was i» this very fpol, I 
received a great many thwaeks and thumps, without 
Jeeing a fod, or being able to guefs from'whencc they 
Came ; and now this head is vaniHied, though I faw it 
-cut off with mine own eyes, and the blood fpotit* out 
of the body, like water from a fountain." " What 
do'fl thou talk of blood and fountains, thou enemy 
of God and his faints, cried the inn-keeper ; don't 

Jou fee, rafcal, that there is no blood or fountain^ 
ut the (kins that are pierced, and the red wine that 
fwims about the room ? I hope, the foul of him whd 
yderced them, will fwim in hell !" " I know no* 
tiling of the matter, replied Sancho ; but that, on ac« 
count of my not finding the head, I {hall fee my earl-^ 
dom diflblve like fait in water." 

Thus the fquire, though awake, was more extrava^ 
pint than Don* Quixote in his dream : fuch an im«^ 
predion had his mafter's promifes made upon hi^ 
imagination. The phlegmatic temper of the fquire^ 
together with the mifchievous difpofition of the 
knight,, well-nigh diftra£ted the landlord, who fwore, 
that they fhould not now, as formerly, go away with- 
out paying; and that all the privelege of their er- 
rantry fhould not exempt them from paying both 
reckorlings to the laft farthing, for the damage they- 
had done, even to the bits of leather for botching 
the wine-fkins thgt were cut. The curate, by this 
time, had got hJid of the hands of Don Quixote^ 
who, believing he had now finifhed the adventure 
amd- was in prefence of the princefs-Mieomieona^ 
fell upon his knees before the prieft, faying,- " Re- 
nowned princefs^ryour highnefs r^ay hen<?eforth live 
fecure oJF* what that mifbego^ten wretch c^n* do; 

and 
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find Ij from this day forward, am acquitted of my 
promifc, which is now, by the afliftance of heaven 
*bove, and the favour of her for whom I live and 
breathe, happily and fully performed." ** Did not 
I tell you fo? cried Sancho, hearing thefc words* 
You fee I am not drunk, and may take notice that 
my mafter hath put the giant in pickle— the holi* 
days will certainly come round, and the earldom fit 
me to a hair/' 

Who could refrain from laughing at the follies oi 
^e mailer and man ? they occaficned abundance of 
mirth to every one priefent, except the landlord, who ' 
curfed himfelf to the devil. At length the barber, 
curate, and Cardenio, with no fmall difficulty, put 
the knight to bed again, where he fell afleep in an 
inftant like one who had been exceffively fatigued : 
they left him to his repofe, and went out to confole 
Sancho for his difappointment in lofing the giant's 
head ; but they found it a harder tafk to pacify the 
inn-keeper, who was driven almofl to defpair, by the 
fudden death of his wine bags : befides, the landlady 
began to cry in a whimpering tone, " In an unlucky 
minute and evil hour did this knight-errant enter my 
doors ; for 1 am fure, I never beheld him, without 
paying dearly for the fight ! The laft time he was 
kere, he refufed to defray a whole night's expence of 
fupper, lodging, ftraw, and barley, for himfelf and 
kis fquire, his horfe and his afs ; faying that he was 
a knight errant,, forfooth-, (God fent him and all 
other knights-errant upon errands that will tend to^ 
dieir forrow !) and therefore was not obliged to pay 
for any thing, becaufe it was not ordained in the 
regiilers of chivalry : then this gentleman coming 
after him t'other day, borrowed my tail, anc^ though 
I^have got it again, it is a good penny the worfe for 
tlie wearing, the hair being plucked off in fuch a 
manner as makes it unfit for my hufband's purpofe ; 
and i.0 finifh and conclude the whole, my bags are 

broke. 
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broke, and my wine fpUt: (^^^jM.^tf li' mS 
liearfs blood in the fame <»"JX^^bY thf bone. 
«ot think to get off fo "fjy* f« Sey toall pay 
of my father, and my mothcr'^s ^°f IS^^I n^cf li 
■for .^ery thing upon the Bad i f ^^^ ^^ my 
called by my own name again, or bcaevca ro j 

father's own cWld ! - , j^ were 

. Thefe.a.doth«exp«ffionsoft^^^^ ^^ 

uttered, with great bittemeis, oy lu exclama- 

fccr faithful ferlant ^^^^TtlT'^^S.^ra. 
,ion. while the d.#er held ^« p^J^^ieh a. 
time to ume, fmilcd at tiieir inaigij*'" » .|. , ^^ 

Jaft was appeared by the i^^^?^* ^'j^.-f ^^^^ fS 
give them Yatisfaaion, to ^e >cft of has pK>wer, t^ 

fhe lofs they had fuftained ia bags and wine, and, m 
particular, \ox the damage done to the t^; J^^^ 
ihey valued fo higlily : and Dorothea ^^"^"^^f^^^ 
<Ao, by telling him, that as fopn as event llioul^ 
appear that hi. maRer had aAuallv cut off the giant s 
lead, and (he ihould find herfeif m quiet poffeffian 
of her kingdom, ihe would beftow np«^ VT, u ^^ 
earldom in her gift. The fquire- was confoled by this 
promife, and affured the ptincefs, that he was cer- 
tain he had feen the giant's head, by the fame token, 
that he had a huge beard that flowed down to his 
middle f and that the whole was now vaniflicd, bc- 
-caufe every thing in that houfe was performed by en- 
chantment, ashe had found by woeful experience, 
the laft time he had lodged in that apartment. ^ Do- 
rothea faid ftie was of the fame opinion, defiring he 
would give himfelf no uneafinefs, for every thing 
would be for the heft, and fucceed to his heart's con- 
tent. The quiet of the houfe being thus re-^ftabliihr» 
^t^ ^^^ curate wanted to read the remaining part of 
the novel, which, he perceived, already drew near a 
clofe;, and Cardcnio, Dorothea, and the reft, intreat- 
ing him to finilh the ftory, he, with a view of plcafmg 
ttem a» wcU as Jumfclf, proceeded in thefc words ; 

** Anfelmo. 
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^ Anfelmo being now fatisfied of his wife's virtue^ 
ciHo^ed himfelf without the leaft difturbance or care ; 
ivnite Camillat in ovder to difguife l&er real fentimentSf 
afie£led always to f&owa upon Lothario, v^ho, as a 
further fanflion to this ftratagem, defired Anfelmo 
to excufe him from coming to his houfe, fince it was 
plain that Camilla was difgufted at his pr^fence : but 
the infatuated Anfelmo would bv no means comply 
vidi this requeft, fo that this uonappy huiband wa% 
in a thouland &apes« the author of his own ^diflio* 
liour, whiles in his own opinion, he was laying up a 
ftore of happiaefs and reputation. 

About this lime, Leonela's defire of gratifying her 
4>wn loofe wifbes, carried her to a pitch of impru- 
dence, that flie gave her wantonnefii the rein- with- 
out the leaft caution ;. confcious that her miftrels 
wbuld conceal her condu£t, and even adviib her how 
to carry on the intrigue without the leaft danger of 
being detected. At lengthy however, Anfelmo, one 
night, heard fomebody walking in her apartment, 
and endeavouring to get in and lee who it was, found 
the door (hut againft him. This ^ircumftance in- 
creafed his defire, he made a violent effort, and the 
4ioor flew open, upon which he entered, and feeing 
a man Jeap out of the window into the ftreet, ran 
haftily to lay hcrfd or get fight of him ; but he was 
difappointedin both, by Leonela^ who, hanging upon 
her mafter, cried, ^' Hold, dear Sir,4>e not furprifedi 
nor feek to purfue the perfon who is fled ; he was 
here on my account,, and is as good as my wedded 
hufl>and." 

Anfelmo would give no credit to her words, but, 
blinded with pafBon, drew his posgnard XQ ft^ Leo-^ 
aiela, whom he commanded to reveal the truth, on 
pain of immediate death. She, terrified by his threats, 
^nfwered, without knowing what flie laid, '^ Spare 
my life, good Sir, and I will difclofe things of great- 
er importance th^n you imagine." ^* Speak then, 

cried 
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cried Anfelmo, or thou (halt inftantly die,*^ « At 
prefent^ replied Leonela, I am in fuch perturbation, 
that I cannot poflibly make a di(lin£l confeffion — r 
delay your vengeance till to-morrow morning, and 
then you (hall hear fomething that will ftrike you 
with aftonifliment j mean while be affurcd, that 
he who leapt out of the window, is a young man 
of this city, who has given me a promife of 
fnarriage. 

Anfelmo being fomcwhat pacified by this declara*^ 
tion, refolved to grant the refpite fhe demanded ; though 
he never dreamed of hearing any thing to the preju^ 
dice of Camilla, of whofe virtue he was fatisfied and 
fecure : he therefore quitted the room,, in which, 
however, he locked up Leonela, telling her, (lie 
muft continue in that place, until fhe (hould have 
made this promifed difcovery: then going to Ca- 
milla, informed her of every thing thgit had pafled, 
together with the promife her maid had made of 
difcovering things of g\eat importance. It is almoft 
ncedlefs to fay tliat Camilla was difturbed at this iiw 
formation ; the terror that took pofleffion of her was 
fuch, that believing, with good reafon too, Leonela 
would aftually difclofe to Anfelmo every eircum- 
ftance of her infidelity, flie had not refolution enough 
to wait the ifiue qf her fufpicion ; but that «ery 
»ight, while her hufband was aileep, colle£led the 
bell of her jewels, with fome money, and getting out 
of tlie houfe, without being perceived, fled to Lc* 
thario, and recounted what had happened ; at the 
fame time, befeeching him to put her in a place -of 
fafety, or accompany her to fome retreat, where they 
fiiould be fecure from e fearch of Anfelmo. 

Such was the confufion of l.othario, at the news 
of this unexpefted event, that he could not anfwer 
one fyllable, nor for fome time refolve upon what 
was to be done- At length, he propofed to carry 
Camilla to a monaftery, the abbefs of which was his 

fira 
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fir ft ooufia *9 atid iio miftreft confibnting to the pro- 
pofcdf be condtt^d her thither, with all the difpatch 
which the ni^isre of the cafe required, and leaving 
her to the care of his rebtioii^ quitted the city that 
Tery m^t, without impartiiig the caufe of hia ab- 
fenoe to vBafVmag foul. 

Nest fidoming as feon as it was day, Anfelmp, 
without per ceiyixig that Camilla was gone, fo eagcic- 
ly did he loag to hear this confeflion of her maid* 
arofe and went divedly to the room in which he had 
confined her ^ but he no fooner opened the door, 
and entered die apartment, than he perctived Ac 
fiieets 6! the bed tied together, hanging out at the 
window $ a manifeft proof that .Lconela had low- 
ered herfelf down into the ftreet by means of that 
contriYance $ be then returned, with a good deal of 
chagrin, to communicate ius dtfappointment to C»- 
milla, whom when he could not. find, be was feized 
with the utmoft cotifternation, efpeeially as none of 
the fervants could giA^ the leaft account of her do- 
parture : but, chancing, in the courfe of his inquii^ 
to find^he cofFers open, and the bcft part of her jewu 
els carried off, he began to comprehend his difgi:ace,4 
and concluded, that Leonsfla was not the cauCe of 
his misfortune. 

Difpirited wkh this reflefUon, he did not ftay to 
drefs, but went, in a moft difoonlbbite firtiation, to 
gt^e an account of his mtihap to his friend Lothario ;^ 
and, when he underftood from lusfervants that their 
niafter had gone out in the night, and carried all his 
ready money along with htm, be had *well nigh lofl: 
^is'^nfes. To crown his mifery, he returned toliia 
own houfe, which wa* defertcd by all his fervatit«» 
and found 'Iiimfelf the moft iblitzcy beiii|g in natures 
he knew not what to think, fay,, or do, and his }udj^ 
ment began to be impaired i for .upon recolU£^iali he 
perceived that hp was, in an infbtit, deprived of w:f% 
fr^d, and fervaaats^ renounced by heaven, and, what 
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*he felt more deeply than any other part of his difafter, 
deftitute of honour by the mifconduiSfc of CamiUa^ 
from which he dated his utter deftrudion. At 
•length, after a long internal ftruggle^ he rcfolved to 
-go to the coumryi-hoi^fe.of his friend, where he had 
been, when he furnifhed the opportunity pf plan- 
ning his own ruin. Accordingly, having locked his 
door, he mounted his horfe, and almoft fainting un- 
'dcr the burthen of hk woes, fet out for that place.: 
but fcarce had he travelled one half of the w-ay, 
• when harrafled by his fhocking refledHons, he was 
obliged to alight and tie his horfe to a tree, at the 
, root of which he threw himfelf down, giving vent 
to the mod lamentable, fighs that ever were: heaved ^ 
there he remained till the twilight, about which 
time, he perceiving a man coming on horfeback 
from the city, after falutation, he afked what ncM^s 
were ftirring at Florence ? — " The ftrangeft, replied 
'the citizen, that have been heard thefe many days : 
4t is publicly reported, that Lothari^), the intimate 
rfriend of Anfelmo the rich, who lived it St* John's, 
hath this Jaft night carried off the wife of his friend, 
'whp isalfd* miffing. This difcovery .was made to 
the governor by- Camilla's'maidv who was detefted 
in letting herfelf down by i flieet, from one of th^ 
windows of Anfelmo 'js houfe : in (hort, I. dp not 
know the particulars exaftly ; but pie whole city is 
aftonifhed • at this event, which they could never 
have expefted from the intimacy of the two genUy** 
men, who were ib ftriftly united in the bands of ami-- 
ty, as to acquire the title of the. Two Friends.** "Do 
you know /what road Lothario and Camilla have 
taken,'- faid Anfelmo ? " That is not yet difcovered, 
feplied the .traveller ; though the governor hath ufed 
great diligence in theinquiry.** Anfelmo wi{l>£d him 
a good even; and the citizen having returned the 
compliment, proceeded on his journey. 

This 
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This unhappy news reduced this ill fated huf- 
band to the verge of death as well as diftra6lion : he 
mounted, however, as well as he could, and arrived 
at the houfe of his friend, who had not as yet heard 
of his misfortune; but feeing him .fo exliaufled, 
ghaftly, and pale, he imagined he had met with fojttic 
grievous difafter. Anfelmo begged to be put to bed 
immediately, and furniflied with pen, ink, and pa- 
per : thus provided, he was left alone, and .the. cham- 
ber locked, at his own defire : then tjie remem- 
brance of his misfortune began to be fo heavy upon 
his foul, that he plainly perceived his end approach- 
ing, and being defirous of declaring the caufe of his 
ftrange and fuddcn deaili, he took up the pen ; bnt 
before he could execute his deGgn, his breath failed 
him, and he expired, a victim to that forrow which 
was ocoafioncd by his own impertinent curiofity. 
His friend finding it grow late,, and that Anfd4;no 
had not called, went into his chamber, to enquire 
about his health : there he found him lying upon his 
face, one half of his body in bed, and the other on 
the table, with a pen in his hand, and a written p«^«*. 
per lying open before him, 

The gentl^man^ having fpoke to him, without re- ' 
ceiving an anfwer, took him by the hand, ard fjeling' 
him cold and ftifi', concluded he, was dead, hurprifed. 
aad concerned to the laft degree, he called up his: 
family to be witncf&s of this melancholy event, and- 
knowing the paper to be Anfelmo's own handrwri-: 
ting, read the contents in thefe words : " I am de- 
prived of life by my own impertinent curiofity : if 
the new3 of my death reach Camilla's ears, let her. 
know that I forgive her infidelity ;' for fhe was not ' 
bound to perform mitacles, nor I under any nccef- 
fity of expe£ling them at her hands ; .finee therefore^ 
I have been the contriver of my o;vn. dilhonour, ' 
there is no reafon diat-7-" So far he had writte i^*' 
but life had forfaken him before he could finifh the ' 
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fentence* Next day, his friend fetit an aecount of 
hk death to his paientSi vbo were already informed 
of his mifchancei as aHb of the convent to which 
Camilla had retreated ; and where fbe now lay at 
the point of accompanying her fpoufe in his laft in- 
difpenfabk journey $ not k much on account of An- 
felmo^ death, as in confequence of the informatioe 
fee received concerning her abfent lover : it was faid, 
Aat though (he wa« now a widow, (he would neither 
quit tl« convent, nor take the Veil; but in a little 
time, the news arrived of Lothario's being killed in a 
battle, which was fought Wtwecn the renoiufncd 
captain Gon^alo Fernandez <fe. Cordova, and mon- 
fieur de Lautrec, in the kingdom of Naples, whither 
this too late repenting friend had made his retreat. 
This event was no fooner known, than Camilla pro- 
feiTed hetfelf nun, and, in a few days, yielded up 
he" »ife a prey to grief and melancholy. Such -was 
the untimely end to which they were all brought, 
from a beginning of whim and indifcretion !" 

This novel, wd the curate, is not amifs ; but I 
cannot think the (lory is true, and if it be feigned, 
the author has erred in point of invention ; for it 
ctamoft be fuppofed, that any huiband would be fo 
fHad as to try this dangcrous^exrperiment of Anfelmo : 
had it been related^^f a gallant and his miftrcfs, it 
slitght halite pafled -, but with regard to a hufband 
and his wife, it is altogedier improbable : however, 
the manner of narating it is not difagreeable*. 

CHAP. IX. 

An account of other (Irange adventures that hap- 
pened at the inn. 

A T that iiiftant, the landlord (landing at the inn- 
"*^ door, exclaimed, ** There is a noble company : 
odd 1 if they halt here, we (hall fing for joy." 
*« What company,** faid Cardenio ? " Four men, re- 
plied the inn-keeper, who ride with fliort ftirrups, 

each 
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each of ^them equipped with lance^ target^ and maik ^ 
with a lady ofi a fide«faddle> drefled in white>an4 
veiled^ and two attendants on foot." When the 
prieft aiked if they were near, he anfweredf ^* Sa 
near, that they aie aheady at the gate^" - 

Dorothea* hearing this inforn>ation» put on hei$ 
veil) and Cardenip withdrew into Don Quixote's 
apartment. Immediately the whole company^ an* 
iiounced by the landlord^ entered the inn«yard, and 
the four horfemen, who were perfons of genteel mien 
and carriage, inftantly alighting, went to help the, 
iady from her horlGs ; when one of them, taking her in 
his arm8» placed hct in a chair that ftood by the dootr 
of the room in which Cardenio had concealed him*> 
felf • All this time neither fhe nor they took oiF their 
ma&s> nor uttered one fyllabie ; but when (he was 
kzteif ihc heaved a profound figh, smd le^cr arma fall 
down on each fide^ like a perfon {sAxttsof wkh 
weakad^. While the footman led the horfe^ mto tlic 
ilahkj tbft curate, being curious to know who thofe 
perfona^ were, fo remarlable in their filence and dre^j^ 
went up and put the queftion to one of the lacq.uies«. 
who- angered,. *^Trulyji n^MMr^ we are aa ignorant 
kt that particular a& you are v though they feem to bie. 
people of condition, efpecially he wha took the lady* 
in his armsi becauie, all the refl: behave to him wUh 
great refpe£i,. following hia directions in every thing^^ 
with the utmoft punctuality.^ ^^ And» pray wno^ 
may the lady be," iaid the prieft ? ** We know aa 
Iktle of her as of the men, replied the lacq^y ; for 
during the journey, I have never once beheld her 
face, I have often heard her figh bitterly,, and utter 
piercing groans, in every one of which fhe feemed 
to yield her very foul : bufi it is not to be wondered 
at that we fliould know' fo litjle of their affairs \^ 
my companion and I having attended them two days 
only i for meeting us on the road>. they iotreaied 
and periiiaded us to accompany them ds far as An<^ 
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dalufk) promifing to pay us handfomely for our 
trouble." *• Have you never heard one of them 
named," fefumed the curate ? " Never once, an- 
Ivirered the ycung man ; they travel with furprifing 
(ilence ; nothing is heard but the fobs and fighs of 
the poor lady, which move us to compafBon : we 
firmly believe, that fhe is forced upon this journey ; 
and gather from her drefs, that fhe is a nun, or 
which is more probable, going to take the veil ; and 
finding herfelf very little inclined to that way of life, 
is melancholy at the profped." 

The curate faid, nothing wds more probable^ and 
leaving the lacquey, returned to Dorothea, who, by 
this time, out of natural fympathy with the aiHiftion* 
of the mafked lady, had approached and accofted her 
in thefe words': "What is the matter with you, dear 
madam ? if you labour under any iridifpofition' which 
the pradiice and experience of women c^n relieve, ' 
my affiftance is heartily at your fervice/' To this 
kind offer no reply was made by the forrowful ladyv 
who, notwithftanding the other*s repeated intreaties,. 
would not open lier mouth : until the perfon, who, 
by the lacqueys information, was chief of the com- ^ 
pany, addreffing himfelf to Dorothea, faid, " Do- 
not fatigue yourfelf, iiAadam, in making proffers of- 
fervice to that womail", who cannot be grateful for 
any favour fhe receives ; nor importune her for any 
reply, unlefs you defire to hear fome falfehoods pro- 
ceed from her lips.'* " My lips, faid the hitherto 
filent lady, were never profaned with falfehood ; on 
the contrary, rrty prefent misfortune is owing to my • 
finceHty and my abhorrence of lies. Of this afler-' 
tion, you yottrfelf are too fenfible ; fince your own 
perfidy and falfehood are the effed:s of my conflancy 
and truth." ■ = 

'0 Thefe words were diftin^ftlf overheard by Cardenio, 
who was only feparated from them by the dooJ" of' 
Don Quixote's chamber; and they no fooner reached 

his 
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Ks ears, than he cried aloud, " Good heaven ! 
What do r hear ! What voice is that which ilnick • 
mjr fenfe P' The lady being exreedingly furprifcd at 
that exclamation, turned about her head, and not • 
feeing the perfon that pronounced itj ftarted up and 
ran towards the apartment from whence it feemed to 
come ; but was prevented by her conduclor, who 
would not fuiFef her to move one ftep farther. In 
the diforder occafionerf by her ftruggle, her malic 
dropped oflF, and difcovered a- countenance of incom- 
parable and amazing beauty, even though difguifed 
with palenefs and horror ; for her eyes rolled about 
to every corner which her fight could reach, with fuch* ' 
cagernefs and wildnefs, that (lie looked like a wo- 
man poflefledJ 

Dorothea, and all prefent, were infinitely concern* 
ed at thefe fymptoms, the meaning of which they 
could not underftand : mean while, the cavalier was 
fo bufied in holding her faft by the fliouldcrs, that 
he could not attend to his mafk, which alfo fell to : 
the ground t and Dorothea lifting lip her eyes to- 
wards him, as he held the lady in his arms, per* ' 
ceived that this cavalier was^ no other than her own 
hufband, Don Fernando. Ko fopner did (he recognize 
his features, then fetching a long and melancholy 
figh from the very bottom of her foul, fhe fell back- 
ward in a fwoon, and if the barber had not been at ' 
hand to fupport her, woftld have certainly come to 
the ground : the curate ran inftantly to take off her 
veil, that he might fprinkle water on her face, which ' 
Was immediately known by Don Fernando, who held ' 
the other lady in his arms, and was thanderftruck at 
the fight : he would not, however, quit Lucinda, 
who ftruggled to get loofe : {he and Cardcnio having 
by this time recognized each other by their mutual 
exclamations : he had alfo overheard the groan ut- * 
tered by Dorothea, when fhe fainted, and believing 
that it proceeded from Lucipda, ru(hed out of his - 
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»psrtment m afrighti ^en the firftobjed bebebeM. 
was Don Fernando clafping her in his arms* This 
nobleman knew him immediately) and all three^, 
namely^ Lucinda, Cardenio^ and Dorothea^ were 
ftruck dumb with ailonifhment^ and* feemed infenfi^ 
Ue of' what had happened % gazing in filcnce at one 
another. ' 

Dorothea dtre£ied her eager view tor Don Fenian*^ 
do» who (tared at Cardenio, whofe eyes were fixed 
upon. LM9indai who looked wilhfully at him ; hut 
the fir ft tliat broke fileuce) was tfaia lail, who ad- 
dtefled herfelf in thefe words tor Don Fernando: 
*^ SuiFcr me^ fignor^ in regard to your own charac- 
ters^ fiiice you are deaf to every other oon(ideration«. 
to eleave to that wall of which I am the ivy> to avaU- 
myfelf €^ that prop from ^ich you could not dif- 
engage me» with all your importunities^ promifeaanit 
threats. Behold how Heaven, by unufual and sayf*^ 
terikous means^ hath brought me to my true and law*- 
fttl hu(band : and finoe you know,hy deaivbougbt 
ejcpertenoe>. that nothing but deatk can ^P^ hia 
inmgf from, mj breaft> let this plain demonftrationB^ 
fince aU> other attempts are vaiuy convert your love 
into rage,' your friendibip iixto hate, and inftanti^* 
dcprnre me of lifei which I &ali yield with pleafurc 
ia the prefence of my legal lord) who will thenj^ per«^ 
hap3» be convinced of th^ fidelity I preferved^ the. 
laft moment of my exiftence." 

In die mean time Dorothea^ being recp\^ed from 
hec iWoQn> had Itftened to Lucinda^ declaration, by 
which I ihe dlfcovered her fituation.and name : but 
pcrceiYing that Don Fernando neither quitted hia 
hold, nor anfwered one word to her folicitation, fhe 
exerted, her whole ftrcngth in falling down on her 
kiieea before him,, and baying (bed a large quantify 
of tears from her beautiful eyes^^ aecofted lam in thefe 
VFords: : *' My dear lord \ if your eyes were not 
dazzled and^ob&ured bji thQ rays of Ui^t.fua which 
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f ou hbid eclipfed ^i^ithin yocT arnis^ you would pc»w 
ceive that fhe who thus kneels before you, is the un«-' 
h;^opy (fo long as you- are pleafedfhe fliould be fo)ai)(l 
forlorn Dorothear— I am that humble country-maidei^ 
whom your gcnerofity or p^fllon vouchfafed to raife IQ 
the honour of calling you her own. I ani flie who,, 
confined within, the bounds of modefty, lived a con- 
tented life, until moved by your importunities, s^nd 
feemingly upright addrefies, flie opened the gates of 
her refcrve, and furrendered to you the keys of h«r 
freedom* An oiTering but ill requited, as plainlv ap-- 
pears by that hard fatc^ in confequence of which I 
am. found ia this place, and alfo fiml you in your pT^** 
fent fituation. Neverthelefs, I would not have yovt 
imagine that I carn^ hither, induced by any diibo^ 
uour^le motives ; but that the forrow c#ticei^d at 
feeing myfeif forfaken and forgotten by you, waa the 
fole caufe of my retreat. You defir«d I (hould Iwr* 
your ON^n, and that defire you accpmpliflicd to ci^ 
fe£tnailiyy that although your inclinations' may bc^ 
changed, it is impofTibie you fliould <^eafe to be.mine^ 
Confider, my lord, that my unparrdled- afiie&ion> 
may counterbalance the beauty and birth of her,. foiR 
whom I am abandoned :: you cannot be the feir 
Lucinda's hufl}andv becatUe you are already niiiie, 
nor {he become your wife, while fl^e appertains to* 
X^ndenio ; and it will be a much eafier taOCj if you 
refle£fc upon it. impartially, to recal your, love for he£ 
who adores you, than to gain, the afle£l:ion of one by 
whom you are abhorred. Tou folicitedmy un£ufj^£b-^ 
ing hearty you importUned ray integrity, you was not. 
ignorant of my lowly ftation, and kngw im what 
manner! yielded to. your will^ fo that you have no* 
fubterfuge, nor the leaft room to fay you wad de* 
ceived« If this be the cafe, as doubtlef^ it i«^ and yoit: 
be a chriftian as well as a geatkman, why do you,^ 
by fuch evaikHiH^. delay tom^ke the end as happy ^ 
the beginning ol. mjr fortune ? If. you will, not rc» 
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ccivc me as- what I really am, your lawful wife, at 
lead admit me into the number of your ilaves ; for 
in whatever (hape I belong to yoU) I ihall account 
myfelf fortunate and blefled : do not, therefore, by 
Tenoulicine: me entirely, give fcandal an opportunity 
of impeaching my honour. Make not my parents 
miferable in their old age ; their faithful fervices to 
your father merit a more kind return : If you think 
your blood will be debafed in mixing with mine^ 
confider, that almoft all the great families on earth 
have undergone the fame intercourfc, and that the 
woman's quality in no manner affeds illuftrious 
defcents ; befides, true nobility coniifts in virtue, 
and in that (hall I have the . advantage over you, if 
you deny and oppofe the joftice of my claim* In 
fine, 'the laft argument I fliallufe is this, whether you 
;ire pleafed or difpleafcd with your deftiny, I am your 
lawful wife : witnefs your ovm words, which nei- 
ther are, nor ought to be falfe, if you value your- 
felf on that, for which you undervalue me ; witnefs 
your hand-writing, and heaven above, to the tefti- 
mony of which you appealed, for the performance of 
your promife' ; and if all thcfe fliould fail, your con-, 
icience will never ceafe v/hifpering to you,, amidft 
youf pleafures, in vindication of this truth, which 
will cHfturb your mod exalted enjoyments." 

This fupplication, enforced with other arguments^ 
was pronounced fo feelingly by^be affli&ed and weep- 
ing Dorothea, that < tears of fympathy were flied by 
all prefent, the companions of Don Fernando not 
excepted ; hehimfelf liftened without anfwering one 
w6rd, until flie had made an end of her addrefs, arid 
begun to utter fuch woeful fighs and -groans, as were 
almoft' fufficient to melt an heart of brafs. Lucinda 
ftood gazing upon her with equal compaffion for her 
forrow, and admiration of her beauty and' good fenfe ; 
nay, fiie would have gone and offered her all the con- 
fo'lation in her power, had Ihe- not fliil been kppt fad 
^ ■ '. locked 
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locked in- the arms of Don Fernando, whoy full of 
confufion and furprife, after having for a good while 
fixed his eyes upon Dorothea, with great attention, 
opened his arms, and leaving Lucihda at liberty, 
faid^ *^ You have conquered, beauteous Dorothea— 
The viftory is yours ; for fo many truths conjoined 
are furely irrefiftible." 

. Lucinda was fo faint and weajC} that when Don 
Fernando quitted her, fhc would have fallen to the 
ground, had it not been for Cardenio, who had 
placed himfelf behind her raviiher, that he might 
not be known * i but now, laying afide ^11 fear, and 
refolving to adventure every thing, he fprung to 
the afliilance of Lucinda, and catching her in his 
arms, ** If, faid he, it be the will and pleafure of 
pitying Heaven, that you ihould find repofe, my faith- 
ful, cdnftan^, and charming Lucinda I I think you 
can enjoy it no where fo fecurely, as in thefe arms, 
which now receive, and formerly encircled you, when 
fortune was pleafed that I ihould call you mine." 

At thefe words, ihe gazed upon him with great 
eagernefs ; fhe had before begun to recognize his 
voice, and now recollefting his features, like a per- . 
fon deprived of judgment, who difregards all decency 
and form, fhe threw her arms about his neck, and 
joining her lips to his, "Yes, my dear Cardenio, 
faid fhe, you arc the real lord of this your flave, in 
fpite of adverfe fate, and all thofe threats, though . 
greater than they are, that perfecute my life, which 
now depends on yours alone." 

An unexpetfled fight was this to Don Fernando, 
and all the by-(landers, who were not a little fur- 
prifed at what they faw. While Dorothea obferving 
her hufband change colour, and fignify an inclina- 
tion of being revenged upon Cardenio, by laying hi$ 


• But it appears, p. laS, that he was ahi^ady known bqth to 
F^roai^do and Lucinda. AU^uando bonus dormitai ^ok^cjus, 
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hand upon hi» fpvord^ ran,, wkb incftdible agttlty^ 
and clafping his knceS) which (he kiiibd^held him fo 
finnl^y embraced that he could not move^ faying, 
vdiile the tears incefnamdy triekled ft^om her eye% 
^ What means my only refuge tar dor on this unex<^ 
pe£tod pccafion ?- Vouvown wife is now kneeling be-- 
fore you, and (he whom you defireto weclis in the 
aims of her lawful hufband ; copfidbr whether it be^ 
jttft or poffible for yoH fb undo that which Hieaven- 
hath done, ^y fliould you feek to unite yourielf 
with 0ne whOj disdaining all oppofition and incon- 
venience, and confirmed m her own confta^>ie^ and 
truth, even -before yeu? eyes, lets fall from hers a 
Aower of tendernefs into the bofon» of her lawful 
fpoufe ? For the fake of God and of yourf(blfV>I in^ 
treat and befeech yooy that this remarkable recogni- 
tion may not only fail to increase your indignatloti,. 
but even diminifli' it in fuch a manner,, that thefe 
two lovers, may, without any impediment for you,- 
enjoy each other as long as Heaven will permk thenv 
te live. In this felf-denial yeu wilt manifeft the 
generofity of your noble and illuftfious toful^ and- 
convince the world, that j^ou are govern^ mere by 
reafon than by appetite." 

While Dorothea pronounced thefe words, Car^ 
denio, though he held Lucinda in his anns> kept his- 
eyes ftill fixed on Don Fernando, with Ml refolu^ 
tion, if he attempted any thing to his prejudice, to 
defend himfelf as well as he couldy againft^ his- adver-^ 
fary and all his adherents, although it fliould eoft him- 
his life. But this young nobleman's friendsi toge- 
ther with the curate and barber, not forgetting honeft 
Sancho Panza, who were prefent at the whole af- 
fair, interpofed, and making a circle about him, 
begged earn^eftly> that he would bo pleafedtoeonfider 
the tears of Dorothea, and if what &e all e dg ed- was- 
true, ai they firmly believed it was, no longev fu&r 
her to be dtf raudea of her juft and- reaf<mab}e h€>ne« 
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Tfccy cfefirerfhim to obferve, that in all anpearaficcr, 
it was not by aecidtnt, but the imrntdiate direftion of 
Providence, that they had all met together fo uncx**- 
pededljr in thi^ plaee :^ and the curate intreated him* 
to reflewy that death alone could divide Lucinda^ 
from Cardenio F that though they might be parted by 
the edge of the fword, they would look upon dcatm 
aS^ the greateft Wefling that couW befel them ; and- 
that, in a^ cafe of this kind, which admitted of na» 
other remedy it would be his wlfcft courfe, to con— 
firain and comjuer hh own paflion, an4 demonftrate- 
the generofity of his heart, by permitting, of his- 
own free-will, rfiefe two lovers to^ enjoy that ftate of 
happinefs* which Heaven had ordained for their lot r 
that' he (bould contemplate Dorothea's beauty, which 
far from being eitcelleds was equalled in* few or none ;. 
and to her beauty, add the confideration of her hu-- 
mility and exeemve love; above all, take notice^. 
that if he valued himfelf upon being a gentleman* 
and a chriftian, he could do no lefs than perform the 
promife he had given, and in fo doing, a£t in confor-- 
mity to the will of God,, and fatisfy the difcreet parr 
of mankind,' who are very fenfible that it is the pre^ 
TOgative of beauty, even in a low eftate, when ac-- 
companied with virtue, to be lifted up to the higheft 
rank, without any diQ)aragement to the perfon who 
thus raifes it to an equality wirh himfelf ;. and fincc" 
the irrcliftihle force of inclination muft prevail, pro- 
vided there be nothing criminal in the means, he iar 
not to be blamed who aftis according to its diftates.'^ 
To thefe arguments were added fo many of the 
fame fort, that the valiant heart of Don Rmando, 
nourifiied by illuftrious blood,, relented, and he waa 
overcome by the force of that truth which) however 
tttclinei^ he couM not deny. The fignal of his fur- 
render and rearfoning to this reafonable amd juft pro- 
pofai, was his ftooping down and embracing Doro* 
xfaea, to whom he^ bidy ^ Rife^ madam *, it b not 

juft 
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juft that flie who reigns in my foul, fhould lie pio& 
tratc at my feet. If hitherto, I have given fmall 

Sroof of what I now profefs, perhaps my onaiflioii 
ath been owing to the appointment of Heaven, that 
by giving you an opportunity of manifefting the fin- 
ccrity of your love, I might know how to efteem you 
according to your deferts. I beg, thcrefore> you will 
not upbraid me with your mifcondufl and unkind ne-* 
gle£t ; fince the fame force and occafion that attached , 
me to you, was the caufe of my endeavour to difen- . 
gage myfelf. That you may be convinced of the 
truth behold and contemjplate the eyes of the now 
contended Lucinda, in which you will find an excufe 
for all my errors : and, fince flie hath found and at- 
tained her heart's defire and my utmoft wifli is ful- 
filled in thus retrieving you, may flie live in peace 
and quiet, for many happy years, with her Cardenio> 
and may heaven grant the fame felicity to me with 
Dorothea." 

So faying, he embraced her again, preffing his lips 
to hers with fuch tendernefs, that it required his 
greateft efforts to forbear giving, with his tears, in-, 
dubitable figns of his affeftioi) and remorfe. But 
thofe endeavours did not fucced with Lucinda, Car* 
denio, and every other perfan prefent, who began ta 
weep fo plentifully either at their own happinefs, or 
the fatisfaftion of their friends, that one would have 
thought fome grievous misfortunes had happened to the 
whole company. Even Sancho blubbered, though he 
afterwards owned that his ::brrow proceeded from fee- 
ing that Dorothea was not, as he imagined, the queen 
of Micomicon, from whom he expefted fuch favours* 
This univerfal admiration and* thaw having laded- 
fome time, Cardenio and Lucinda fell upon their, 
knees before Don Fernando, whom they thanked for 
his genorifity in fuch polite terms, that he fcarccj 
knew what anfv/er to make, but raifed and .embraced 
them both, with demonftrations of uncommon cour- 
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tefy and affeSion, Then aflcing Dorothea^ how (he. 
had come to chat place fo diilant from her own 
home, {he, with great elegance and brevity, repeated 
what fhe had before recounted to Cardenio : and her 
hufband and his company were fo pleafed with her 
narration, that they wiftied it could have been fpun 
out to a much greater length ; fo gracefully did ihe 
relate her own misfortunes. 

Her tafk being finifhed, Don Feniando informed 
them of what had happened to him in the city, af- 
ter he found, in Lucinda's bofom, the paper in which 
Hie declared herfelf Cardenio's wife. Seeing that ihe 
could not poffibIy.be his, he faid, he was determined 
to put her to death, and would a£lually have exe- 
cuted his purpofe, had not her parents interpofed. 
He then quitted the houfe full of fhame and refent- 
ment, refolving to revenge himfelf with the firft op- 
portunity 5 and next day, underftood that flie was 
gone off, without any body's knowing whither flie 
had direded her flight. At length, however, in a 
few months he got notice,, that fhc was in a certain 
monaftery, where fhe intended to fpcnd her whole 
life, if fhe could not enjoy-it in the company of Car- 
<lenio» He no fooner received this intimation, than 
choofing thefe three gentlemen for his companions, 
he went ftrait to the place of her rcfidence, but 
without fpeaking to her, or making himfelf known^. 
left the monaftery (hould be more ltri6tly guarded on 
his account. He waited therefore, .until one day he 
found the porter's lodge open, when leaving two of 
his friends to fecure the door, he entered the mo- 
naftery with the otlier, in queft of Lucinda, v/hom 
he found in the cloifters, talking with a nun ; and 
ihatching her off, without giving her a nioment's 
time for recolleftion, carried her inftantly to a place 
where they provided themfelves with neceffaries for 
their journiey. This exploit they were enabled to 
perform witniafety, becaufe the monaftery flood ii;i 
* . ^ the 
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the miildle of a field,, at a good diftanee from ailf 
rilta^^e or town. He faid^ Lucinda no fboner per- 
ceived hcrfelf iirhis power, than fhe tainted away* 
and when fhc recovered the life oi her fenfes) did no-r 
thing but weep and figW without fpeaking one 
word; fo that, accompanied with fdence and tear$^ 
they had arrived at that inn,< which (lie k>oked upotv 
as the heavenly goal where all esurtfaly miefcvtuiie^ 
were happily terminated. 

C H A P. X, 

A continuation of the hiftory of the renowned: prin-- 
eefs Micomicona y with other pitafaut adventures* 

CjANCHO heard every Aing that paflcd wit&^ 
^ no fmail anxiety of mind, feeing the hopes of 
hts preferment vanilh into iinoke^ die beautiful prim^ 
cefs Micomicona transfionncd into Dorothea^ the 
giant into Don Fernando,- and hi& mafter in a found 
deep, little dreaming of what had happened. Doix>^ 
thea could not perfuade herfelf, diat alllier good for- 
tune was not a dream; Cardcnio entertained the 
fame opinion,. which was alfo embxaced by Lucinda^ 
while Don Fernando gave thanks to Heaven fos^ its^ 
favour, in extricating him from that labyrinth^ pe^- 
piexity^ in which he was in the point of loftng his- 
reputation ami fbui. la fine,, every penfbn preient 
was well fati«fied, and rejoiced at the happy iflue o£ 
fuch intricate and defperato afiairs. The curate rcr-- 
prefented every thing in die tightr point of view^ wi^ 
great difcretion, and congratulated the partiea con* 
cerned on the felicity they had acquired ; but (he 
whofe joy wois moil: vociferoa& was the landlady^ wiio 
loudly exulted in the. pcomife q£ Gardenio' and ik^ 
curate, who had: undermen to pafi her wldi. intereft^. 
for the damage fhe had fiiflained. oa Don Quixote's 

^counti^ jSumcho. alone, a&wj&baverahpeaiiyoUki^vecW 
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was affli&eil} unfoitunatej and (ad^ and going to his 
maficT who was jull awake* faid with a lamentable 
tone, ^* Sir knight of the Rueful Countenance, your 
worftiip may now fleep as long as you pleafe, witliout 
giving youiielf Ae trouble of flaying tnc giant, or re* 
ftoring the princely to her throne — that whole affair 
i& already brought to conclufion.'' 

** I really believe what you fay, anfwered the 
knight ; for I have been engaged with the giant, ia 
the moft oblUnate and outrageous combat that I be* 
lieve I &all ever fight in all the days of my life : 
with one back ftroke, flam went his head to th^ 
ground ; and difcharged fuch a quantity of blcodj, 
mat it ran like rills rf water along the field/* *^ Or 
rather like red wine, your worfbip fiiould iHy, re* 
plied the fquire i for I muii inform you, if you da 
not already kno\¥ it, that the dead eiant is no other 
than a wine*bag, and the blood, ei^teen gallons o£ 
good red wtne^. which was contained in its belly ; 
the heaxLyoa cut. off*, is the whore my mother, and^. 
^e. whole a&ir i&gone to the devil.** " What does» 
the^ lunatic mean, faid Don Quixote^ are you iii 
your tig^ fenfes^ Sancho ?" ** Rite,^ fir^ refumed the 
iquI^e,^ and Jee.what a fine piece of work you have 
made» and what a fcore you have run. You ilialL 
behold the queen converted into a private lady, call*- 
od Dorothea, with many other ftrange events, at 
which if you take them right, you wul be hugely 
adoniihad/* ** I fliall not wonder at any thing of 
thai- kind| replied hi& n»a(ler : for thou may'd re- 
member^ the laft time we were in this hoafe, I told 
thee, that every incident which happened was con** 
du&ed and brought about by enchantment j fo that, 
we need not be fivrprifed, if the fame power fhould 
prevail at prcfent.'* *' I Ifaould be of your worihipV 
Opinion, anfwered Sancho, if my blanket Ing had; 
been of the fame ftamp : but that was not *he cafe jj. 
foe it M(aa really a truly and fub.'tantial toffing. This. 
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veiy inn-keeper> whom we faw to day, held- a cor-' 
ner of the blanket, and* canted' me into the air with* 
great ftrcng'th and nimbtenefs, paffing a thoufand 
waggifli jokes, and laughing at me all tlie while j 
from whence I concluded, fimple and {inner as I am, 
that as I knew their perfons, there was no inchant- 
ment in the cafe, but abundance of bruifing and bad' 
fortune/' " Well, Heaveri will make thee amends 
faid the knight : mean while, reach me my cloaths ; 
for I want to go forth, and examine thofe events and 
transformations which thou haft mentioned." ' 
While Sancho Was helping him to drefs, the curate 

Eave Don Fernando Und his company an account oF 
>on Quixote's madnefs, and the artifice they had' 
ufe to difengage him from the poor rock to which' 
he imagined himfelf exiled by the diftlain of his mif- 
trefs. fie alfo recounted all thofe adventures that* 
Sanchd had imparted to him, at which they were not* 
a little futprifed, and laughed immoderately ; agree-- 
ing in opinion with every body who knew the knight,' 
that it was the ftrangeft extravagance that ever en- 
tered a difturbed imagination. The prieft, more- 
over, obferved, that fince the good fortune of Ddro- 
thea obftrufted the progrcfs of their defign, there 
was a neceflity for inventing another plan that fliould 
bring him home to his own houfc. Cafderiio pro* 
pofed that they fhould profecute the fcheme they had* 
already begun j and Lucinda would a£t and repre- 
fcnt the part of Dorothea." " No, faid Don Fer^ 
nando, that muft not be, Dorothea (hall ftill pro- 
ceed with her own invention ; for, as it cannot be 
far from hence to the habitation of that honeft gentle- 
man, I (hall.be glad to contribute towards his cure.'*' 
And when he underilood that they (hould arrive in* 
two days, at his houfe ; " Were it farther off*,, faid 
he, I (hould go with pleafure to alGft in fuch a.lau* 
liable dcfign.'* 

Av 
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At that inifatit Don Quixote came forth, armed it 
all points, with Mambrino's helmet, battered as it 
was, upon his he^d^ his (hield braced upon his arm, 
4 and 'his pole or lance in, his hand, lion Fernando 
J and his companions were amazed at this ftrange ap- 
parition, when they beheld fuch a rueful length of 
face, fo whithered and tawny ; together with his ill- 
forted armour, and the folemnity of his gait. They 
gazed upon him, in filent expeftation of what he 
would fay ; while he, with infinite gravity of afpeft, 
fixing his eyes upon Dorothea, accofted her in thefe. 
words : . ** Fair lady, I am informed by this my 
fqoire that your gratenefs is annihilated, and your 
quality undone, by being changed from jour former 
rank of queen and fovereign princefs, into the con- 
dition of a private damfel. If this hath been done 
by the necromancy of the kmg your father, who is,, 
perhaps, afraid that I (hduld not he able to give you 
the affiijt^nce required; I fay he neither knows, nor; 
ever did know, the half of that art which he pro- 
fefleth ; and that he is but little converfant in the 
hiftory of chivalry ; for had he read and perufed it 
with fuch leifure iand attention as I have beftowed 
upon that fubjed, he would have found that, on. 
every occafion, knights of much lefs reputation than: 
I poflefs, Jiave atchieved much more difficult enter- 
prifes thian this ; it being ^ matter of fmall moment 
to kill a pitiful giant, let him he as arrogant as he 
will : for not many hours ago, I faw myfclf engaged- 
with one — ^but I chufe to be filent, rather than have 
my veracity called in queftidn, though time, that 
unmafks all things, will fliew, when we leaft ex- 
pea it—" 

" That you was engaged with wine-bags, and- 
not with a giant,'* cried the innkeeper, who was 
filenced by Don Fernando, and forbid to interrupt 
the knight's difcourfe, in any fhape whatever. So 
that Don Quixote proceeded, faying, ''In fine,, if 

the 
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the father of your difinhertted hi^^oii hadi perfbnn-* 
od this metamorphofis on your perfon^ for ^e caufes 
I have mentioned, I hope you will giye no credit ta 
ftich coniiderationS) for there is no danger upon 
earth through which my (word will not open 3 way,, 
and by laying the head of your adverfary in the dufl,. 
in a few days inreft yours^ with that crown to which 
you hav6 an undoubted right.** 

Htre Don Quixote )eft off Ijpeaking in expectation, 
of a. reply from the. princefsy who knowing it was: 
Don Fernaindo's pleafure that fiie fhould continue 
the deceit until the knight could be brought back 
to his cywn. houfe, aniwered with equal, gravity and 
gmce, ** Whqfbcver hath told ,you,.. moil valiant 
knight of the Rueful Countenance^ that I am changed 
and transformed from what I was, has not adhered 
to the truth in his information t indeed 1 am. ioaic^ 
what changed by certain fortunate events wluch hav& 
happened cyca beyoad my. own. expefXatibn ;• but^ 
neverthelefS) I have not ce^fed to- be what I was^. 
nor altered that veiblutioft wluehl hare always main^ 
tained, of taking the advantage of your valiant, and 
invincible arm*. Wherefore, dear fir, be fo good as. 
to^ da juftiee to*, the^ hotiou9 of the father who begat. 
mtf and k)ok i^^n him at a man of fagacity and 
forefigfat ^ fince by the fcience he poiTeiSed^ he found 
fnch an eafy and efiib3:uail path to the cure of my 
misfortune ; for I Srmly believe, that were it not 
for you, I fhould not now be fo happy as I ani,, as 
the greatefl part of thefe gentlemen can truly wit- 
nefs. Nothinrj then remains, but that we fct out to- 
morrow,, becaufc we could not propofe to travel far 
to day ; and as for the fticcefe on which my hopes, 
are built, I leave it entirely to God and the Mrorth o£ 
your heroic brcaft^" 

Don Quixote hearing thefe words> turned to San- 
cho, in the moil violent indignation, {aying^ *' I pro* 
^fi, fiocah.! you arc the mofl; malicious littte flan- 
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dcrer. in Spain. Say, you rafcal— you vasabond ! did 
not you tell me juft no«r, that the princeis waa trans- 
formed into a private gentlewoman called Dorothea | 
and that the head, which I know I cut from the 
giant's fhoulders was the whore your mother : with 
many more fooliih particulars, which threw me into 
the greateft confufion that ever I felt fince I was 
bonir By heaven I (herd he turned up his eyes and 
bit his lips) I have a ftrong inclination to commit 
fuch flaughter upon t^ee, as will be an * in(lru£iive 
warning to all the lying fquires who (hall hencefor* 
ward attend knights«erranc in the courfe of their 
adventures/- 

** Pray be pacified, good your worlhipf cried Jian- 
eho, I may poffibly be deceived in what concerns tht 
change of my lady princefs Micomtcona ; but as to the 
giant^s.head being a wine -bag, and the blood no other 
tiian good red wine, I am not miilakeri) as I ihall 
anfwer to God ! for the (kins that were fiaihed are 
ftill to be feen by your woirflilp's bed-Cde, and tl>e 
whole room is flooded with the wine. But the proof 
of the pudding is in the f eating of it : you will be 
convinced when Mr. What-dye call him our land* 
lord here makes out a bill of the damage he has fuf<- 
fered. As to the reft, I am rejoiced from my foul, to 
find that the queen's majefiy is the fame as ufual i 
becaufe it concerns me as well as any other .neigh- 
bour's child/* •* I tell thee, Sancho, replied Don 
(^ixote, that thou art diftrad^ed ; forgive me, that 
is enough/* ** Enough in all confcicnce, fatd Doa 
PemandO} ihttc is notlnng more t0 be laid .on this , 


^ hi tke anginal, Ajt inW put fak in thefiuilL 

f Licerally, You fhall <«e wJien tke eggs ace .'Iried. A phnl^ 
lAii^i&g CO the iloiy of ^ thief, wko hAving.ftole a fiyixiff-paD, aiHi 
keing aflccd ky tke owner vAat ke carried under his cloth ? repUi^, 
Yott will kc wke« ike «gg8 are fried. Mfti^kofik»Uy, Time wtB 
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'fubjeft. I think the princcfs judges very prudently in 
defening her journey till to-morrow; becaufe the 
<lay is already far advanced ; let us therefore fpend this 
night in agreeable con ver fiction, and at the approach 
of day, we will in a body attend the gallant Don 
Quixote, that we may be witnelfes of the unheard-of 
explcMts which he will doubtlefs perform in the 
courfe of this vaft enterprife he hath undertaken." 
** It is my duty and refolution to ferve and attend 
you, anfwered the knight: and I have the moft 
l^rateful fenfe of your favour and good opinion, which 
I {hall endeavour to juftify, though it ihall coft me 
my life, or even more — if more I can pay." 

Many 'compliments and proffers of lervice. pafied 
betwen Don Fernando and Don Quixote j but they 
were interrupted by the arrival of a traveller ; who, 
by his garb, feemed' to' be a chriftian (lave, lately 
cfcaped from Barbary; for he was^clad in a coat of 
blue cloth, wanting a collar, with fliort ikirts and 
half-fleves ; his breeches and cap were of the fame 
ftuff; and he wore daie-coloured bulkins; with a 
MooriGi fcymitar flung in a flioulder-belt, acrofs his 
bread. He was followed by a woman drefled in the 
Moorifli habit, mounted upon an afs ; with a veil over 
her face, a brocaded bonnet on her heat', arid a manr 
tie that flowed from her fhouklers to her heels. The 
man was robuft, and well-proi)ortione(l, feemingly 
.turned of forty, with a brownifh complexion, large 
whiikers, and a'well-furnifhed beard; in fhort, hi3 
mien was ifo genteel, that rf he had been properly 
dreffed, they would hive taken him for a lyian of birth 

and quality. 

Soon as he entered the gate, he called for a private 
apartment, and feemed very much concerned, when 
he underftood that' all the rooms of the inn were en- 
gaged : however, he went to the lady in Mooriih drefs 
ai>d lifted her off in his arms. Upon which Lucinda, 
Dorothea, the landlady, her daughter, and Mari- 
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tomes, flocked around her, their curiothy being ex- 
cited by the novelty of the garb, which none of them 
had ever /een before ; and Dorotheaj ^Yho was always 
jfood humoured, mannerly, and difcreet, concluding 
that both fhe and her conduftor were chagrined at 
their want of a chamberi fpoke to her thus : " Be 
not uneafy, mad^m, at your. want of accommodation 
here ; it is the inconvenience of almoft all inns ; but 
if you will be pleafed to partake with us, pointing to 
Lucinda, perhaps you will find that^ in the courfe of 
your journey, vou have been fain to put up with 
harder fare." . The veiled lady made no anfwcr, but 
only rifing from her feat, fignified her tlianks, by 
crofling her hand? upon her bpfom, bending her bo- 
dy and l)owing her head : fo that from Tier Clence, 
they conjectured that fhe mud be a native Moor, and 
that Ihe could not fpcak any Chriftian language. 

Her attendant, who had hitherto been employed 
in fomething elfe, perceived that the company had 
made ar circle about his companion, who could make 
no replies to their interrogations, faid to them, 
" Ladies, this young woman underftands little ,or no 
Spanifh, and fpeaks no language but that of her own 
country ; fo that flie is incapable of aufwering any 
queiliqns you may have afked.** ^* We have afked 
no queftions faid Lucinda, but only made her an of- 
fer of our company, for this night, with a fliare of 
our lodging, ami what accommodation is to be had ; 
and this we tender with that hearty, good will which 
obliges us to ferve all ftrangers, efpecially thofe of 
our own fex who ftand in need of our afllftance.** 
"Dear Madam, replied the condu£lor,'in her name 
and in my own, I return you a thou fand thanks ; and 
highly elteem your proffered favour, which on thi^ 
occafion, and from fuch perfons as your appearance 
proclaim? you to be, muft certainly be very kind and 
c ndefcending." " Signor," faid Dorothea, " is this 
lady Chriftian or Moor i By her filence and her drefs, 
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wc are induced to beliere (he is not what we could 
wifli her to 'be*** ** In her body and drefi,'* replied 
the ftranger, " Ihe is a Moor, but altogether a Chrift- 
ian in her feul ; for (he longs ardently to be a pro* 
ffiSed coavert to our faith. ** Then Ihe is not bap- 
tized/' refumed Lucinda i ^* fhe has had no oppor- 
tunity, faid the captive, fince (he quitted Algiers, 
whicn is her native country ; and hitherto hath never 
been in fuch imminent danger of her life, as to 
make it neceifary, before flie is inftrufbed in all (he 
ceremonies enjoined by her holy mother church : 
but, if it pleafed Heaven, (he Ihall be baptifed very 
loon, with decency fuitable to the quality of her 
perfon, which is greater than either her drefs or 
mine feems to declare.** 

This intimation raifed the curiofity of all th« fpec- 
tators, to know who this Moof and captive were ; but 
nobody cliofe to alk the queflion, a| tliat time, 
which feemed more proper for repofing themfelves 
than relating the hiitory of tlieir lives. 'Dorothea 
taking her by the hand, feated the (Iranger clofe by 
lier fide, and intreated her to take off the veil : Die 
looked at her conduxflor, as if fhe wanted to know 
what the lady defired, and he told her in Ar;lbic, 
that they entreated her to be uncovered ; at the fame 
time advifing her to comply with their requeft. She 
accordingly unvdled herfelf, and difcovered a face fo 
amiable, that Dorothea thought her handfpraer than 
Lucinda, who, m her turn, gave her the preference 
to Dorothea i and all prcfent concluded,- that if any 
creature upon earth could vie with them. in beauty, it 
was this Moorifli lady, who, in the opinion of fome 
of the comjxiny, excelled them both in certain parti- 
culars. As beauty, therefore has the privilege p»ncl 
energy, to conciliate minds and attraft afit^njlions, every 
bo<{y prefent were felzed with an inclination to (erve 
and cheriih the charming , Moor. Don Fernando 
aiked the name of her captive, who anfwered, Lela 
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Zoraydh : this (he no fooiief heard, than underftand- 
ing the queftion which had been put to the chriftian, 
(he pronounced with great cagernefs and fweetnefs 
of concern, " No, no Zorayda; Maria, Maria •," 
fignifying that her name was Maria, and not Zo- 
rayda : thefe words, with the afFc6ling manner in 
which they were exprefled, brought tears from the 
eyes of fome of the hearers, efpecially the women^ 
who are naturally tender and compafliortatc. Lucin- 
da embraced her afFeftionately, fayingj " Yes, yes, 
Maria, Maria:" and to this the Moor replied, 
*' Yes, yes, Maria — Zorayda Ma€an*gc j" which^ 
in the Arabic, (igni&es No. 

Mean while it grew late, and the innkeeper, by 
order of Don Femando's attendants, prepared, with 
great diligence and care, as good a repaft as he could 
poffibly provide: fo that, wheii fupper- time arrived, 
they fat down altogether at a long hall*table } for 
there was neither a round nor fquare one in the 
houfe: they forced the head and principal feat, in 
(bite of all his excufes, on Don Quixote, who defired 
that the princefs Micomicona might (it by tlie fide 
of her proteftor : nexf to her, Lucinda and Zoraydx 
placed themfelves, being fronted by Fernando and 
Cardcnio, iit whofc left hand fat the captive and the 
other gentlemen, while the curate and the barber 
took their Ration clofe to the ladies. In this man- 
ner they fupped with vaft fatisfs^|6^ion, which was 
ftill increafed, when Don Quixote, leaving off eat- 
ing, and infpired by the fame fpirit that moved him 
to harangue among the goat-herds,^ began the fol- 
lowiiig diflertation : " verily, gentlemen, if it be 
duly confidefed, great and unexped^ed events are 
feen by thofe who profefs the order of knight-errant- 
ry. What inhabitant of this earth, if they fl}ould 
now enter the gates of this caltlc, and behold us 
feated in this manner, could conceive or credit that 
we are what we are ? Who could imagine, tliat this 
Vol. II, H lady 
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lady on my right hand is the great queen whom wc 
all know her to be, and that I am the knight of the 
Rueful Countenance, fo celebrated by the voice of 
Fame ? Now there is no manner of doubt, that this 
(xerCife and art exceeds all others hitherto invented 
by man, and that it ought to be more efteemed, be- 
xaufe it is more expofed to danger. Away with thofe 
who. give letters die preference over arms : I affirm, 
that fuch people, whofocver they are, know not 
what they 'fay ; for the fole reafon to which they 
adhere^ in this decifion, is, that the labour of the 
bollv is exceeded by that of the mind^ and tliat the* 
proieffion of arms is altogether as corporeal as the 
cxercife and office of a common day-labourer, that 
♦requires nothing more than bodily ftrength ; as if 
that wluch is called foldierfhip, by us Who profefs 
it, did not includ^ ftfts of valour which none but 
perfons of upcomiJJon genius could execute : ot- as' 
if the toil of a warrior who has the charge of an ar- 
my, or commands in a town that is befieged; doth 
not afFeft the mind a!s weH as the body : is it to be 
fiippofed, that by mere corporeal ftrcngth, he can 
;£eaetrate and difcover .the intention of the enemy ? 
To anticipate defigns, baffle ftrajcagems, furmoiint 
difficulties, and prevent the mifchief that is to be 
dreaded* are all efforts o( the anderiianding,^ in 
wluch the body hath no ihare : if the profeffion of 
arms, therefore^ requires gecius, as«weii as that of 
Ict-ers*; let us fee which of the two* requires moft 
mental toil: and this queftipn may.be determmed, 
by conGdering the end and aim of each; for that 
occupation defervcsthe highefl efteem, which hath 
the nobieft purpofe in view^^ihe end and fcope of 
letters. I fpeak not here of that divine learning, 
whofe aim is to raife and conduft the foul to hea- 
ven*, to an end fo infinite, no intention- whatever 
tsm be compared : I fpeak of human learning, the 
t^imate end of which is, to regulate diftributive 
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juUke, render to ev^ry one his due, and to under-* 
ftand and protect the equitable laws; an aim cer-* 
tainly generous, and highly commendable ! yet not 
lb deferving of the moft fublnne pr»fe a.s the profe£< 
iion of arms, the objedl ain^ the end of which is peace, 
the greateft good that mortak can enjoy ; for the 
firft bleiled news whidh this world and mankind 
beard, were thofe pronounced by the angels, on that 
night which was our day, when they fung in the air, 

* Glory be to God on lugh^ and on earth peace and 
good will 'towards men!' and the falutation, which 
the b^ft matter either in heaven or; in earth, taught 
his adherents and favourites ; w*hich was to (ay, 
wheo^they entered any hooli, * Peace be to this 
houfej' Nay, he himfeif, at diflerent times, faid 

* My peace I give unto you. My peace I leave with 
you. Peace be among you.* A jewel and legacy well, 
worthy of him who left it.l a jewel, without which* 
there can be no felicity, either on isarth or in hea- 
ven ! Tliis peace is the genuine aim, of war i . for 
arms and war are the fame ; and this b^ing taken for 
granted, the end of war is nobler than that of learn- 
ing: wherefore, let us next confiderthe bodily toil 
fuftained. by each^ that we may iee on which fid« 
the balance Iiea» in that parirtcular.'^. 

In this feniCible manner did Don Quixote continue 
T>is difcourfe, from which no body mat heard him 
could diftinguifb that he was mad : on the contrary, 
his audience con fitting chiefly of gentleman, to which 
title the profeffion of arms is annexed, they liftened. 
with great pleafure, while he proceeded thus : 

" ^rhe hardfhips of a ftudent, I fay, are thefe i 
iirft of all, poverty (not that all ttudents are poor, 
but that we mj^y fuppofe the worft that can happen) ; 
and when I have named his indigence ths whole of 
his misfortune is mentioned ; for' he that is poor 
can enjoy nothing that is good, but mutt endure ne- 
ceffity in aUit^foripSi fometimes hunger^ fometimes 
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cold, fometimes nakednefs, and often all three to- 
gether : neverthelefs, his neceffity is not fo great, 
hut that he eats, though perhaps later than ufual, or, 
though he may feed upon the leavings of the rich, 
or which is the greateft mifsry to which a fcholar 
can be reduced, go a-fopping *, as they term it : 
then they are always admitted to fome charitable per- 
fons fire-fide or chimney-corner, where, if they can- 
not warm themfelves cfFeftually, they may at lead: 
defy the cold;j and at night they fleep under cover. 
I need not defcend to minute particulars, fuch. as 
want of linen, fcarcity of fhoes, llimfy and thread- 
bare clothes, nor the furfeits which they fo eagerly 
incur, when their good fortune fets a plentiful table 
in their tvay. By this path, rough and difficult as I 
have already defcribed it, > after many tumblings, fiid- 
ings,rifings and fallings, they atlaft attain to the wifh- 
cd degree, which being gained, we have feen many 
who haVe pafled with a favourable gale of fortune 
through thefe quickfands and ilraits of Scylla and Cha- 
rybdis: I fay, we have feen many fuch command 
and di£iate to the world from a chair, of ftate ; their 
hunger being changed into fatiety^ their cold into 
refrefhment; their rags into apparel; and the 
matts, on which they lay, to the richeft damaik and 
fined hoUand : a recompence which their merit mod 
judly enjoys! but their labours when fairly dated 
and compared, are infinitely diort of the warrior's, 
as I ihali now clearly demondrate/' 

* Alluding toilie cbarity given atcbc gat€« of moiufteiaes. 
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CHAP. XI. 

The fequel of Don Quixote's curious difcourfe on 
the fubjects oF learning and war. 

'TpHE knight proceeded thus: "Since we begarv 
'* with the ftudent, reprefenting his poverty in 
all its circumftanceS) let us fee if the foldier be more 
wealthy : and we ftiall find that poverty itfelf is not 
poorer; for he is reftrii^ed to his miferable pay, 
which comes always late, if ever, or to what he can 
plunder by force, with the imoiinent danger of his 
life and confcience : and frequently, his naked nefs is 
fuch,. that his flaflied bufF-doublct ferves him inftcad 
of boat, fliirt, and all other parts of apparel. In a 
winter campaign, while he remains in the open field, 
he has nothing to mitigate the feverity of the cold 
bur his own breath, which as it proceeds from an 
empty place, muft, I believe^ be coldr contrary to all 
the rules of nature :*, but ftay till the approach of 
night, when it. is to be hoped, his bed will make 
amends for all thefe inconveniences; and this, if it 
be not his own fault, will never oiFend in point o£ 
narrownefs, for he may meafure as many feet of 
ground as he thinks fufficient, and there tumble a- 
bout at pleafure, without any danger of difcompofing 
the flieets : then inftead of the day and hour of re- 
ceiving the degrees of his art, comes the day of bat- 
tlcy in which his head is adorned with the do£loral 
tafifel, made in form, of apledgU:, to fluff the wound 
made by fome ball^ which, perhaps had gpnc through 
his temples, or left him maimed of a leg or arm : 
and even if this fhould not happen, but merciful 
Heaven guard and preferve him fafe and found, he 
continues as poor as ever : he mufl rifk himfelf in 
feveral more rencounters and hattles, and be viflori- 
ousin each, before his circumflances be bettered; but 
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' thefe miracles rarely happen. Tell me, gentlemen y.. 
have you coiifidercd what a fmall proportion thofc 
who make their fortunes by war bear to thofc who 
perifh in the fieKl ? Doubtlefs> you muft anfwer, 'that^ 
there is no fort of comparifon ; that the flain are 
fcarce to be numbered, while the living, who are re— 
cfompenfed for their fervices, maybe comprehended 
within three figures of * arithmetic. The cafe of the 
learned, is quite the reverfe f • for one way or an- 
other, they are all provided ; fo that, though the toil 
of a foldier is greater, his reward is much leCs. To 
this obfe^Vation, it may be replied, that it is far 
more eafy to reward two thoufand fcholarsthan thir- 
ty thoufrnid foldlers; for the firft arerecompenfed: 
with offices which muft, of courfe, be beftowed on 
people of their profeffion j whereas, the others can 
enjoy no reward, except a fhare of the property be- 
longing to their matter whom they ferve ; even thi$ 
impofnbility ftrengthens n>y. ajBjeyeration, 
. But waving that confideration, which woiild lead" 
us into a moft intricate labyrinth, let us return to 
the pre-eminence which arms have over learning, a 
point hitherto utidecided : of fuch force are the rea- 
fbtis alleged on both (ides o^ the queftion : one of 
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* I. e. Do not amount to icoo, which ii a number exprefTed by 
l&Eir figures. 

f The literal tranflation is, " For, from the &irts (for I would 
not' mention the flccves)." The Spaniards, inflead of the Englifli* 
phrafe, by Hook or by Crook, ufe this of " From thje fleeves or the 
ikirts ;*' derived from the practice of tailors^ who are fuppofed to 
cabbage from thofe parts of the habit in which there is tke greateft- 
quantity of cloth : but the luiight'^ exception of ficevcs, on this oc- 
c^iion, feems to have proceeded from a fuppoiition that poor fc^olars 
are generally provided for in the church, and confequently wear caf* 
foeksy wliich defcend to tlie lic^lh 

which 


J 


DON Q^U I X O TE: 151 

which in favour of the Lift, is, that without lettersy 
the profeflion of arms could not be fupported, bccaufe 
there arc laws to which war itfelf is fubje£l ; and all' 
laws fall witliin the province of letters and learned' 
men. To this obfervation, the partizans of the 
odier opinion- reply, that no laws could be maintain-^ 
cd without arms, which preferve the conftitution, de- 
fend kingdoms, guard cities, fcour the highways, ami- 
clear the feas of piratical corfairs. In fhort, that' 
without arms, all republics, kingdoms, nioiiarchies, 
cities, journies by land, and' voyages by fca, would 
be expofed to the horror and canfufioii that attend 
unbridled war, while it continues in all its Jicen- 
tious privilege and force** It is a general and cfta- 
blifiied maxim; that every thing ought to be efteem- 
ed in proportion to what it cofts : now, to '^ecomc 
eminent in kttcrs, cofts the ftudent much time, 
watching, hunger, nakednefs, vertigoes, indigeftion, 
and their confequences, which arc in part mentioned- 
above : but to acquire, in a regular manner, tlie cha- 
lacier of a good foldier, a man muft undergo all 
thefe inconveniences in an incomparably greater 
degree ; becaufe he is every moment in danger of' 
lofing his life. What fear of indigence and poverty 
can feize and barafs the. ftudent's apprehenfion, 
equal to that which maft>poffefe tlic (cddicr befieged 
in a fortrefs, who being placed centinel or guard in 
fome ravelin or ♦ cavalier, . perceives the enemy at 
work undermining the vCry fpot whereon he ftands ; . 
without daring to ftir from his poft, or avoid the 
danger by which he is fo eminently threatened ?' 
All he can do, is to give notice of what paffes to hi* 
captain, who muft endeavour to baffie the* foe by^ 


• Cavalier 13 an artificial mount raifed in a fortref3 for the con- 
venience of fcouring a field, or oppofing a conuaaDding work of the 

H-4^ fomc 


IS2 The ATCHIE VEMENTS of 

fome countermine, while he remains upon tlie place 
in terror, and expectation of being fuddenly whirled 
aloft into the clouds without wings, and of falling 
thence headlong into the profound abyfs : if this 
danger feems inconfiderable, let us fee whether it be 
equalled or exceeded in the grapling of two gallies^ 
by their prows. In the midft of the extended ocean : 
when they are locked and f aliened into each other, 
and the foldier hath not an inch more than two feet 
of the beak to ftand upon, while he fees himfelf 
threatened and oppofed by as many minifters of deatli* 
as there are cannon in the enemy's veflel, and thefe 
witliin a fpear's length of his body ; and is fenlibfe 
that if his feet fhould chance to flip, he would in- 
ftantly vifit the profound bofom of the fea : yet, ne- 
vertheVTs, with an intrepid heart, incited and tranf- 
ported by honour, he bears the brunt of their whole 
artillery, and endeavours by that narrow pafTage to 
board the adverfe veflel : and, what is very much to- 
be admired, is, that as foon as one falls, never to rife 
again till the general refurreftion, another occupies 
his place, andfhould he alfo d^op into the fea, which^. 
like an enemy, gapes to devour him, another and an- 
nother ilill fucceeds, without the fmalleftintermiljion v- 
an inllance of gaHantry and boldnefs the greateft to^- 
be found in all the extremities of war. Happy were 
the ages paft, while ftratigers to thofe infernal inftru- 
ments of artillery, the author of which is, I firmly 
believe, now in hell, enjoying the reward of his dia- 
bolical invention, that puts it in the power of an in- 
famous coward to deprive the moft valiant cavalier of 
life ; {6 often in the heat of that courage and refo- 
lution that fires and animates the gallant breaftj there 
comes a random ball, how or from whence no man 
can tell, fhot-ofF, perhaps, by one that fled and was 
afraid at the flafh of his own accurfed machine, and, 
in an inftant, puts an end to the fchemes and exiil- 
cnce of a man who deferved to live for ages. This 
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very confideration makes me almoft own, that I am 
forry for having chofen this profeflion of a knight- 
errant in this deteftable age ; for though no danger can 
daunt my refolution, it gives me fome uneafmefs to 
think that powder and ihot may deprive me of the 
opportunity of making myfelf famous and renowned 
through the whole globe, for the valour of my arm, 
atxd the keennefs of my fword : but let the will of 
Heaven he fulfilled 5 if I accomplifh my aim, I fhall 
be more eftcemed, becaufc I have faced more dan- 
ger than ever was incurred- by the knights-errant 
in ages paft.'^ 

White the reft of the company were employed in 
eating, this long* haranjgue was uttered by Don 
Quixote, who never thought of fwallowing a morfcl ; 
though Sancho frequently put him in mind of eating 
bis fupper, obferving, that he would afterwards have 
time enough to fay* what he pleafed. The hearers 
were moved with freih concern, at feeing a man 
who, in ill every other fubjefl:^ feemed to have a large 
fliare of fenfe and difcernment, lofe it fo irrecovera- 
bly, whenever the difcoufe turned upon the curfed 
mifchievous theme of chivalry. The curate obferved, 
that there was a great deal of reafon in what he had 
advanced in favour of arms 5 and that he himfelf, 
though a graduate, confequently a man letters, was 
entirely of the knight's opinion. 

Supper being ended, and the table uncovered, 
while the landlady, her daughter, and Maritornes 
were bufled in fitting up the garret of Don. Quixote 
Ac la Mancha, in which it was determined the three 
ladies fhould pafs the night by themfelves, Don Fer- 
nando intreated the captive to recount the ftory of 
his life, which he imagined muft be both uncommon 
and entertaining, from the fpecimen they had already 
feen, in his arriving thus equipped, in company with 
the fair Zorayda. To this requeft the ftranger an- 
fwercd, that ne would willingly obey his command, 
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though he was afraid thd Company would not find the 
relation to their liking; but neverthelefs, rather 
than fail in point of obedience, he was ready to make 
it. The curate* and whole company thanked liim for 
his complaifancCy and joined in the requeil ; ^nd he 
feeing himfelf befought by fo many, faid, there was no 
occauon for intreaties, where they might fo efie£(ual* 
ly command : ** Lend me your attention therefore, 
and you fhall hear a true ilory, perhaps unequalled 
by thofe fi&iom which arc ufually adorned with all 
the curious and profound artifice of compofition.** 

At this preamble, all prefent adjufted and com- 
pofed . themfelves ; and he perceiving the general 
filence in which they waited for the performaBfce of 
his promife, began in this manner^ with a grdve and 
agreeable voice. 

CHAP. XII. 

In which the caiptive recounts hb life and adventures* 

TN a certain p)ace among the mountains of Leon, 
'^ my family had its origin \ more beholden to the li- 
berality of nature than to the fmiles of fortune : though 
amidft the narrownefs^ of circum fiances, which pre- 
vails in that country, niy father had the reputation of 
being rich, and really was fo, had he poflefled the 
art of prefcrving, as he praftifed the means of fpend- 
ing .his eftate. This liberal and profufe difpofition 
was owing to his having been a foldier in his youth ! 
the army being a fchivol, in which the mifer becomes 
generous, and die benevolent man grows prodigal ; 
lor a covetous foldier is a monfter which is rarely 
feeni^ My father exceeded the bounds of liberality, 
and bordered upon thofe of prodigality ; a difpofition 
of very little fervice to a married man, who has 
children to fucceed him in rank as well as name : and 
he had no Icfe than three ; all of them fons, already 

at 
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at an age to chbofe for themfelves. The oU gen* 
tlemau finding it impoffibk, as he faid, to refift the 
J>ent of his inclination,* was refolved to deprive him- 
fclf of the means that induced and enabled him to 
ipend fo Jayifhly, by giving up his eflate i as, without 
money, Alexander himfelf muft havefeemed frugal* 
.^ One day, therefore, calling us all three together 
into his chamber, he delivered himfelf in thefe or the 
nice words ; ^* Sons, to fay I love you, is no more - 
than, to fay and know you are my own childnen : 
though. it would feem that I do not love you, by my 
fquandering away the fortune which is your due : 
but that you may be henceforward convinced that 1 
love you lik a tfue parent^ rather than feek your de- 
ftruflbion like a ftepfather, I am refolved to execute 
a plan which I have formed a good while ago, and 
digefted with the moft mature deliberation. You are 
now of an age to choofe fettlements for yourfelves, or 
at leaft, to pitch upon employments which, in your 
riper years, may conduce to your honour and advan- 
tage. . My intention is to divide my eftate into four 
equal parts, three of which you (hall receive among, 
you, in equal fhares, without the lead difierence or 
diftin£l:ion j and the. fourth I referve for my own.- 
fciftenance aad fupport, while H^ven will be pUafed 
to protradi the days of my life. But after you have 
received your portions, I fhould be glad to find your 
inclined to follow the paths which I fliall proppfe* 
Wc have a faying ip Spain, which^ I believe, is*. very • 
tnfe, as . indeed aH proverbs are, becaufe they are - 
fhort fentences di£tated by long andfage experience : . 
that which I mean, contains no more than thefe 
TTords : * The church, the court, or the fea, .;' as. if 
it more fully exprefled the following ;^dvice. He that 
would make his ifortune, ought either to diitatehis' 
time . to the church, go to fea as a merchant, or atr 
tach himfelf. to the court : for it i$ commonly obferv- 
ed, that, ^ The king's crumb is worth the Wron'«^ 
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batch.' This I mention, becaufe I wi(h and deGre 
that one of you would. follow letters, another mer- 
chandize, and a third ferve his fovereign in the field, 
(ince it is difficult to obtain an office at court : and, 
although much wealth cannot be expe£ted, there is a 
great deal of valour and reputation to be acquired 
in war. In eight days I will give each of you his 
{hare, in ready money, without defrauding you of 
one farthing, as you will fee by my diilribution* 
Tell me, therefore, if you are willing to follow my 
advice in what I have propofcd ?** faid my fatherj 
addreffing himfelf to me as the elded.: After having 
difTuaded him from parting with his eftate, and de- 
fired him to fpend as much of it as he pleafed, ob- 
ferving that we were young men,, and capable of 
making our own fortunes, I concluded with faying, I 
would obey hiswill^ and, for my own part, chufe to 
ferve God and my king, in adhering to die exercife 
of arms* Mv ficcond brother made the fame ofier* 
porpofing to fet fail for the Indies, and employ his 
flock of ready money in traffic. The youngefl, and 
I believe the wifeft, faid^ he would qualify himfelf 
for the chui^ch, by going and finifhing his fludies at 
Salamancp. 

We having thus agreed in tlie choice, of our differ- 
ent employments,, our father embraced us all affec- 
tionately, and within the time he had propofed, per- 
formed hi& promife of giving us our portions, which,, 
to the beR of my remembrance, amounted to three 
thoufand ducats each : for an uncle of ours paid rea- 
dy money for the whole eftate, that it might not be 
alienated from the family.. In one day, all three took: 
leave of our worthy father, when I, thinking it a 
piece of inhumanity to^ leave him lo ftraitened in his« 
old age, prevailed upon him to accept two thoufand 
of the three I had received, as the remainder was. 
fufficient to accommodate me with all the necefTa- 
xie& of a fbldier.. Each of my brothers^., induced by> 

my 
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my example gave him back one third of their Ihareffy 
Co diat he remained poiiefled of four thoufand du- 
cats in cafii, and the value of three thoufand more 
m land, which he did not choofe to fell. At lengthj 
I fay, we took leave of him, and that uncle whom I 
have menticmed, not without great concern and 
many tears on all (ides : they charging us to feize 
every opportunity of making them acquainted with 
our adventures, either in profperity or adverfity. 
Having giving this promife^ and received their em- 
braces and bleiBng, one took the road to Salamanca^ 
another went to Sevil^ and I fet out for Alicant, 
where I underflood there was ar (hip taking in a 
lading of wool for Genba. Two and twenty years 
are now elapfed fince I left my father^s houfe ; and 
during all that time though I have written feveral 
letters, I never received the lead information con- 
cerning him or my brothers. What hath happened ta 
myfelf within that period, I will now briefly relate.. 
Embarking at Alicant, I had a favourable pafTage 
to Genoa, from whence I went to Milan,, where I 
provided myfelf with arms and fome gay military fur- 
niture. Then I departed for Piedmont, with a refo- 
lution of inlifting in the fervice ; and being upon the 
road to Alexandria de la Paglia, was informed that 
the great duke of Alva was on his march mto Flan- 
ders. Upon receiving this intimation, I dianged. my 
defign^ attended him to the Low Countries, ferved 
in all his' campaigns, and was prefent at the death 
of the counts Egmont and Horn. There I obtained 
an eniign^5 commiffion in the company of a famous- 
captain of Guadalajara, whofe name was Diego de 
Urbina :. but after I had been fome time in Flanders, 
tlie news arrived of the league between bis holinefa 
Pope Pius tke Fifth of happy memory^ and the Spa- 
niih monarchy, againft their common enemy the 
Turk, who about that time had, by means of his fleet, 
made a conqueft of the famous ifland of Cyprus,. 
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which was under the dominion of the Venetians : a 
mod lamentable and unfortunate lofs. It was certain-* 
ly known that the moft ferene Don JcAn of Auftria> 
natural brother to our good king Philip, was to be 
general of this league ; and the vaft preparations for 
Siis war were publickly reported. All thefe rumours 
Taifed and excited within me the defire and refolution 
of being prefcnt in a campaign of fuch expe<flation ; 
and though I had ftrong hopes, and indeed, certain 
pTomifes of being promoted to the rank of a captain 
as foon as a vacancy fhould happen, Ichofe to quit 
that profpeft, and go, as I a£luaUy did, to Italy ; and 
hickily for me, Don John of *Auftria was then at 
Genoa, juft going to embark for Naples, in order to 
join the Venetian fleet, which he afterwards found at 
Meffina. In Ihort, I ferverd in that moft happy cam* 
paign, and was advanced to the rank of captain of. 
foot, which honourable poft I obtained more by- good 
fortune than merit ; and .that day which was fo fortu- 
nate for Chriftendom, on which the world was con- . 
vinced of the error they had efpoufed in believing 
the Turks invincible by fea ; . on that day, I fay, 
when the Ottoman pride and infolence was huizible<L 
and broke, among fo many happy Chriftiaiis there, 
prefent (and fure thofe who fell were happier than 
the living viiftors ! ) I alone was unfortunate ; for in- 
,ftead of receiving a naval crown, which would have 
been my reward, had I lived in the Roman ages, on 
the night that fucceeded that glorious day, I found 
myfelf a captive loaded with chains ; and this was the 
caufe of my misfortune : Uchali king of Algiers, a 
bold and forti|nate corfair, having attacked and maf-*- 
tered the capitan galley of Malta^. in which there 
remained only three knights alive^: amd thefe defpe** 
rately wounded ; the veflel commanded by John An- 
drea Doria, in which my company was ftationed, 
haftened to her relief, and I doing my duty on that 
occafion, leaped into the enemy's fliipj which ,dif* 

engaging 
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engaging lierfelf immediately from our. galley that 
was grappled with her, my foldicrs were prevented 
frdm following.their officer, and I found my felf alone 
among my foes, whom by reafon of their numbers, 
1 could not refill ; therefore was obliged to fubmit, 
after having* been almoft govcrcd over with wounds ; 
and Uchali, as you have heard, gentlemen, hav- 
ing fkved himfelf with his whole fquadron, I re- 
mained his prifoner, the Only fad perfon admidil the 
general joy, and captive among fo many that were 
fet free ; for full fifteen thoufand Chriftians who 
came it^to the aftion, chained to the Turkifh oars, 
that day recovered their long-wiftied-for liberty. 
' I was carried to Conftantinople, where Selim the 
Grand Turk created my mailer general of the fea, 
for having done his duty^in the battle, and, as a proof 
of his valour, brought off the high ilandard of Mal- 
ta. Next year, which was that of feventy-two, I 
rowed in the capitan galley of the three lanthorns, 
at Navarino, where I faw and obferved the Chriftians 
lofe the opportunity of taking the whole Turkifli 
fieet in the harbour ; for all die Levantines and Ja- 
nizaries belonging to it laid their account with being . 
attacked in port, and had a£lually eot in readinefs 
their knapfacks and paifamaques, which are a kind 
of ihoes in order to go on fhore, and feek their fafety 
in flight, without waiting for the aiTault ; fuch was 
the conflernation tliat prevailed among th^i ! But 
Heaven ordained things to happen in another man- 
ner, not through any error or negle<£l of the gene- 
ral veho commanded the expedition, but on account 
of the fins of Chriftendom, it being the will and 
pcrmiffion of God that we fhould never want execu- 
tioners to chaftife us. In fliort, Uchali retreated to 
Modon, which is an ifland almoft contiguous to Na- 
varino, where he difembarked his men, fortified the 
mouth of the harbour, and remained until Don John 
fet fail OA his return. In this expedition, the galley 
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called the Prize, commanded by a fon of the famoua- 
corfair Barbaroffa, was taken by the capitan galley 
of Naples, called the She-wolf, the commander of 
which was that thunderbolt of war, that father of 
his foldiers, that fortunate and invincible chief, Don: 
Alvaro de Bafan, marquis of Santa-Cruz f and I can- 
not help mentioning what happened afe the taking of 
this prize : the foa o£ Barbaroffa was fo cruel/ ^hA 
treated his captives fo iiihumanlyy.that when the row- 
ers perceived the She-wol£ ready to board, and in a 
fait way of taking her, they quitted their oars all at 
once, and feizing the captain, who. dood upen the 
♦ flentrel, calling to them to row luftily, they tofled* 
him forwards from bench to bench, and bit him fo 
feverely as he went along, that, before he pafied the' 
main-maft, his foul paiTed into hell. Such was his 
barbarity, as I have already obfcrved, and fuch the • 
_ revenge which their hatred to him infpired 1 

We returned to- Conilantinople, and during the 
following year, which was feventy-threc, underftood 
that Don John had taken Tunis, wrefled that wohle 
kingdom from the Turks, and put Muley Hamct in 
poUellion of the whole ; thus cutting of all ^the 
hopes of a reftoration from Mulcy Hamida, the mod 
valiant and moft cruel Moor of his time. The Grand 
Signor was deeply afFef^ed with this lofs, and pradifing 
that fagacity whicfh is peculiar to all thofe of his fa- 
mily, clapt up a peace with the Venetians, who were 
much more defirous of it than he. Next year, being 
feventy-four, he attacked the goleta and fort, which 
Don John had left half-finiftied, near Tunis : and on 
all thefe occafions I was prefent, being tied to the 
oar, without the leaft hope of freedom, efpecially by 
ranfom : for I; was refolved not to write to my 
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father an account of my misfortune. At length, 
the goleta and fort were both loft, having been be- 
fiegcd by feventy-five thoufand TurkUh foldier^ re- 
gularly paid, and upwards of four hundred thoufand 
Moors and Arabs from the other parts' of Africa ; 
this multitude being provided with a vaft quantity of 
warlike (lores and ammunition, and attended witH 
fuch a number of pioneers, that by throwing hand- 
fuls of earth, they might have covered both the pla- 
ces they came to befiege. The goleta, which had 
been counted impregnable, was firft taken ; not 
through any fault of the beGeged, who performed 
all that men could do in its defence ; but becaufe 
experience fhewed that trenches could be made with 
eafe in that loofe fand, under which, though water 
was commonly found at the depth of two fpans, the 
Turks, at that time, dug as many fathoms, without 
finding one drop ; and fo filling a vaft number of 
facks, raifed their works fo high as to overlook the 
fort ) then mounting this cavalier with cannon, kept 
fuch a firing as rendered it impolTible for the garriipn. 
to make any Fbnger cfefence. It was a common opi- 
nion, that our troops ought not to have fhut them- 
felves up in the goleta, but oppofed the difembark- 
ation in the plain : however, thofe who talk in that 
manner, fpeak at random, and muft be perfons of 
fmall experience in fuch affairs, for if the whole 
garrifon, in both places, fcarce amounted' to feven 
thoufand foldiers, how could fuch fmall a number, 
though ever fo valiant, take the field, and, at the 
fanae time, defend the forts againft a fuch multitude^ 
ef foes ? And how could the forts be pofTibly mairi*^ 
taine^ without fiipplies, in an enemy's country, when 
they -were hemmed in by fuch a numerous and obfti- 
nate army ? But others thought, and' I am of the 
fame opinion, that Heaven manifefted a particular, 
grace and favour to Spain, in permitting them to 
dettroy that rendezvous and pretence of mifchiefi 

that 
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that fink, fpunge and devourer of infinite fums of 
money, which were tliere unprofitably fpent, with- 
out ferving any other purpofc than that of preferving 
the memory of ita being the moll happy conquelt of 
the invincible Charles the Vth : as if it was neccflkry 
for thofe ftones to fuppprr his fame, which is already 
inimortah The fort was alfo yielded j tliough the 
Turks won it by mches y. for the garrifon behaved 
with fuch gallantry and refolution, that' in two and 
twenty general afiaults, the enemy loft upwards of 
twenty-five thoufand men ; and of the three hundred 
Spanifti foldiers that remained alive, they did not 
make on^ prifoner who had not been wounded during 
the degQ : a clear and certain proof of the obflinare 
valour with which the places were defended. A fraall 
fort or tower, that ftood in the n44dle of the lake, 
under the command of Don JuanNZanpguera, a 
Valentian knight and celebrated foldicr, furren- 
dered upon terms: but Don Pedro Pucriocarrero, 
general of the goleta^ was made prifoner ;-and thouglv 
he did all* that man could do, in defence of tlie- 
place, he was fo deeply affefted by the lofs of it, 
that he died of grief on the road to Conftantinopl^sy 
whither they were carrying, him captive. The gene- 
ral of the fort, whofe name was Gabrio Ccrbellon^ 
' a Milanefe gentleman, a great engineer and excel- 
lent foldier, was likewife taken , prifoner : and* in 
thefe two forts pcrifhed. many perfons of note, 
among whom was one Pagan d'Oria, a knight of St. 
John, a gentleman of the moft generous difpofition> 
as appeared from his exceflive liberality to his bro- 
ther, the famous Juan Andri d'Oria ; and what 
made his death ftill more lamentable was, that he 
periftied by the hands of fome Arabs, to whom, 
feeing the fort already loft, he trufted himfelf, rely- 
ing upon their promife to carry him, difgulfed in a 
Moorifli drefs, to Tabarca, which is a fmall port or 
fettlement belonging to th^ Genoefe^ w:hQ fifh for 
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eoral oh that part of the coad ; but thofe perfidious 
Arabs cut oiF his head, which th^y carried to the 
general of the Turkifh navy, who fulfilled upon 
t-iiexn our CaiUlian proverb^ which imports, that 
though we love the treafon we abhor the traitor ; 
for it was reparted, that he ordered them all to be 
hanged, beicaufe they had not brought him alive. 

Among the C2iriftians who were taken in the fort, 
was one Don Pedro de Aguilar, a native of fome 
town in Andalufia, who had been an enfigii in the 
garrifon, a foidier of great worth and rare endow- 
ments, particularly blefled with a happy talent for 
poetry. This circumflance I mention becaufe it 
was his fite to belong" to our galley, where he was 
my companion at the. oar, and fellow^flave ; and be- 
fore we departed from that harbour, he compofed 
two fongs, by way of epitaph, upon the goleta and 
the fort. As I have themr both by heart, I believe 
It will not be difagreeable to the company, if Lre- 
pc^ them." 

When the captive mentioned Don Pedro de Apui- 
lar, Don Fernando looked at his companions, who 
fmiled, and when the ilranger was going to repeat 
the fongS) one of the three faid to him. ** Before 
you proceed, I beg the favour- to know what became 
of that Don Pedro de Aguilar ?" " All that I know 
of the matter, replied the captive, is that after having 
ftaid two years at Conftantinople, he made off in the 
habit of an • amaut, with a Greek fpy ', but I do 
not know whether or not he obtained his liberty ^ 
though T believe he fucceedcd ; for about a year af- 
ter, I^ faw the fame Greek at Conftantinople ; but I 
had not an opportunity to inquire about the fuccefs 
of their fcheroe." " Then I can fatisfy you in that 
particular, refumed the cavalier ; Don Pedro is my 
brother, and now lives at home, in good health and^ 
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eafy circumftances, bleiled with a wife and three 
hopeful fons," " Thanks be to God for the great 
mercies bellowed upon him ! anfwercd the captive ; 
for, in my opinion, there is no happinefs on earth 
equal to that of liberty regained.** ** Befides, faid* 
the gentlman, I retain in my memory the foiigs 
which my brother compofed.'* ** Be fo good then^, 
replied the ftranger, as ta entertain the company 
with them ; for, doubtlefsy you can repeat thenr 
more perfeftly than I can." " With all my hearty 
(aid the cavalier :. that upon the goletarunstl^us^" 

CHAP. XHI. 

The continuation of the captive's^hiftory»- 

L 

TTEhappy (hades, whofe deeds renowned 
* Have freed you from incumb'ring clajr^ 
From. this low fcene where, woes abound^ 
Afcending to eternal day. 

With glorious zeal your bdfoms glowM, . ■ 
Your bodies brav'd excefli^e toil : 

Your blood with that of Pagans flow'd, < 
Tq drench the hoftile barren foil. 

III. 

Your lives, but not your courage failed, . 

Death fealM your juft viftorius daim :: 
Enjoy, dill honoured and bewail'd,, 

Immoital happinefs and fame. 

" Theft are the very words which I remember," 
faid the captive. " And if my memory does not 
fail me, replied the gentleman, the other upon the 
fort is this." 

Lol 
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I. 

Lo ! from yon ruins on the defert plain 

OpprefsM with numbers, in th* unequal fight. 

Three thoufand fouls of chriftian warriors fmin. 
To happier regions wing'd their joyous flight. 

IL 

Tct, not before, in vain, they had eflay'd 

The force and vigour of their dauntlefs arms ; 

Till wearied and reduc'd, though undifmay'd. 
They welcom'd death, encompafs'd witn alarms, 

m. 

On Afric's coaft, as records tell, 

The fcene of paft and prefent woeS| 

More valiant bodies never fell. 
More fpotlefs fpirits never rofe« 

The fongs were not difliked, and the captive re- 
joicing at the good fortune of his comrade, proceed-* 
ed thus in his narration : 

" The goleta'and forts being taken, the Turks 
ordered the firft to be difmantled, the other .being 
quite demolilhed before it was furrendered ; and that 
diis might be done with the lefs trouble and greater 
difpatch, it was undermined in t^ree parts ; but thev 
could by no means blow up the old walls, whicn 
feemed to be the weakeft part, while that which was 
executed by Fratin, was deftroycd with great facility. 
In fliort the vi£torious fleet returned in triumph to 
Conftantinople, where, in a few months, happened 
the death of my mafter Uchali, who went by 
the name of Uchali Fartax, which in the lan- 
guage of that countfy, fignifies the fcabby rene- 
gado ; for fuch he a£tually was, and it is a cuitom 
among the Turks, to beftow epithets upon people, 
derived either from fomc defe£l: or virtue inherent m 
them : this method tfcey praftife, becattfe they have 
i^t four femilic^s cliftinguiflied by particular naodes^ 

and 
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entl thefe are defcendcd from the houfc of Ottoman-: 
(o that the reft, as I have obfervcd, adopt fotncappcl- 
Jation either from the blemiflies of the body, or the 
virtues of the mind. This leper, therefore, tugged 
at the oar, during fourteen years, as flave to the Grand 
Signor i and when he was turned of thirty- four apo* 
Aatized, out of refentme»t againft a Turk, who 
(truck him at the oar, -renouncing Uls religion, diat 
Tie. might be able to revenge the adront. Such was 
his gaUantry and conduit, that "without pra£tifing 
tbofe vile (leps and metliods by which the- Saltan's 
favourites are raifed, he was promoted to the throne 
of Algiers, and afterwards created general at fca, 
which is the third poft in the empire. He was a na- 
tive of Calabria, a man of good morals, and behaved 
with great humanity to his flaves, who, to the num- 
ber of three thoufand, were, at his death, in confe- 
quence of his. laft will, divided between his reiiega- - 
does and the Grand Signor, who is alfo coheir with 
the children of ^11 his deceafed fubje£ts. ^I fell to 
the (liare.of a Venetian^ who had been a common 
failor, when he was taken ; and Uchali had fuch an 
afFeftioi for him, that he enjoyed the greateft (hare* 
of his favour, and became the moft cruel renega- 
do tha*H ver was known. This man, whofe name was 
Azanaga, acquired great riches, and even fucceeded 
to the crown of Algiers, to which place I accompani- 
ed him from Cpnftanttnople, with fome degree of 
fatisfaftio/i at the thoughts of being fo near «iy 
own country ; not di^t I intended to fend home an 
account of n^y unhappy fate, but to fee if fortune 
would not prov.e.more favourable, at Algiers than at 
Conftantinople, where I had bid a thoufand fchemes 
for my efcapp, wiAout having an opportunity of 
putting one of them in execution : but I was in 
hope of finding at Algiers, fome other more ef- 
fetfti^al means of obtaining that which I fo ardently 
defired ; for the hope of gaining my liberty never 
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forfook my bread : on the contrary, when all my 
pains,- eiForts, and expeftations mifcarried, far from 
abandoning myfelf to dcfpair, I endeavour to find 
out feme new expedient, which, though ever fo frail 
and ucfubftantial, ferved to fupport my fpirits, and 
flatter my imagination. Thus I made Oiift to live 
v/ithiii a houfe or prifoii, called a bath, in which the 
Turks confine the chriilian captives, whether be- 
longing to tlie king or private perfons, or of that 
clai's, which they call magazine Saves ; thefe are the 
captives of the council, who ferve the ftate in public- 
tvorks, and other kinds of xiay-labour, and find great 
diiiicuity in obtaining their freedom, becaufe they 
belong to the community, and have no particular 
maft'cr with whom they can treat concerning tlieir 
ranfoni, even though they can command monqy for 
thepurpofe. * * 

In thefe baths, as I hav^ already- faid, fome pri- 
'Vate perfons -lodge their flaVes, efpecially when their 
ranfom is agreed upon; and there .they remain fe- 
cure, and at their eafe until it arrives. Neither do 
the king's captives, who are to be ranfomed, go out 
to work with the reft of the crew, except when thc'_ 
money is delayed.; and then, that they may be in- 
duced to write with more importunity, they are 
fent out with the reft to cut wood, an office of no 
taall mortification and toil. As they knew I had 
been a captain, I, in vain, afliired them, that I had 
neither ii^tereft nor money 5 they put me into the 
number of thofe tliat were to be ranfomed, loading 
rae with a chain, rather to denote my condition thau 
to fecurc my pcrfon ; fo that I fpent my time in 
that bath, among a great, many cavaliers and people 
of faftiionj who were thus marked and defigned for 
ranfom : apd though we were fometimes, Qay, almoft 
always expofed to hunger and nakednefs, nothing 
gave us fa much pain, as to hear and fee, upon 
every occafion, the new and imheard-of cruelties 

which 
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which my mafter excrcifed upon the chriflans. He 
was every dav hanging one^ and impaling another, 
maiming a third, upon fuch flight occafions, fre- 
quently without any caufe afligned, that the Turks 
diemfelves owned he a£^ed thus out of mere wanton- 
nefs of barbarity, as being naturally o£ a favagc 
dirpofition, and an inveterate enemy to the whole 
human race- The perfoii who ufed the greateft free- 
dom with him was a Spanifh foldier, called'fuch-a- 
one de Saavedra, who, though he did many things 
which thofe people will not foon forget,, in attempt- 
ing to regain his liberty, he never gave him one 
blow, nor ordered him once to be chaftifed, nor 
€ven chid him with one hafty word ; and yet the leaft 
of all his pranks was fufficient, as we thought, to 
bring him to the (lake ■, nay, he himfelf was more 
than once afraid of being impaled alive. Jf time 
would permit, I could here recount fome of that fol- 
dier's actions, which, perhaps, might entertaiif and 
,furprife you more than the relation of my own 
ftory. 

But to return to the thread of my narration, juft 
over the yard of our prifon were the windows of a 
rich and principal Moor : but, according to the 
cuftom of the country, they were rather like peep- 
holes than windows, and even thcfe covered with 
very thick and clofe lattices. One day I chanced to 
be on the terrace of our jail, with three of my com- 
panions, pafling the time in trying which of us could 
leap fartheft, in our (hackles, the reH of the chriftians 
being gone out to work ; I cafually lifted up my eyes, 
and perceived a cane with a handkerchief tied to it, 
held out at thefe little openings I have mentioned, and 
waving to and fro as if by way of (ignal for fome of 
us to go and catch it. This obje£l was no fooner 
obferved. than one of my companions ran haftily to 
die place that was dire£l:ly under it, to fee if the 
cane would be dropped, or what would be the con- 
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feqixeoce : but, when he arrired, it wu -pulled up, 
and moved irom one fide to another, a« if a man 
ihottid fignify Ids diflent from any propo(aI, by ihak- 
ing his head : yihea the chriftian veturuedt the caoe 
was lowered agaiti, with Ae &me modon as at firft ; 
upon which . another of onr cempanT tried the expe- 
riment, but fueceeded no better than the firft } a 
third went, and mifbavriod like the odier two. OI>» 
ferving their difappointment,. I was refolved to try 
my fottune ajfo ; accordingly, I had n/^ (boner placed 
mjfcS uoAsr die cane^ than it y^fm dropped, and fell 
down within the bath,i juft at mr.ieet. I fnatched it 
4ip immediately, and untied me handkerchief, in 
which I iobnd a knot containiog . ten zianiys, which 
are pieces of badgpld, current among the Moord, 
each of them valued at ten rials ^f our money* It 
woold be fCiiperfloous to fay that I rejoiced at this 
wind£d r indeed mj^ joy was .equal to my furprifes 
-for I could not cfmceive from whence that prefent 
could come, efprcially to me, the di^umil^nce of 
tbcicand's.being sefuied ta every other petibn, plainly 
fhewing' that the favour was intended for me. I 
pocki^ti^ this lucky fum, broke the cane, returned 
tortii^ terrace, and looked at the wincb[>w>d)rQugK which 
appeased' a. very white hand, that opened .the lattice^ 
and ha{^ly4){hutit agiun : .feoDi'this cincujmilance we 
undccftoi^id^jor at feai^b imagiiwdj that we owed the 
prefentito ftoie lady who Hrqd in that boufe ; and, 
in token of thanks, made our jobeifance in the Moor«> 
lib manner, by boWtng- the head, bending the body^ 
and creiiing doe hands upon the brea(l. j>oon after 
this ceremony, a j&nall ccofs^ niade of caDe, wslb held 
out at .the window, and immediately withdrawn :. n 
fignal which confirmed 11s in da£ opinion, that we 
were befriended by fome<chriflian woman, who live4 
as a ilave in that houfe ; but this^ tiippoiition wa$ 
changed, when we refldfied upon the whitenef^^ of 
the hand, and the bracelet which W£ hl^ perceived; 
yojL. II. I and 
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•and then'^w'c concluded that iheiiittftie one- of thofe 
'chriftiari rdndgadeswbom diekmafiers fcequently 
take to wife, and: eyicn thinkidiiimfehries fortunate in 
'having fiith an opportunity.;! for. ifliey efteem them 
•inuch' irick'e than the woihen. of ^e'l^owa nation/, 
•but all our eon jeftnres were ^kode/i^f me truth. 
' FVom this 'day fort^radd, »ouJ Snibole entert^inznent 
vras to gaze at^thowindou^iaistheiiotdi. in which the 
tlar' bt the oane had appeared : but, .fuU -fifteea 
days elapfed^ before we had > another glimpife either 
W ihst or the '-handy or indeed (rf.^any x>tfaer fi|?naLc 
and during this^lntirfal,thdi^jh,9re«n<leavdmed,by all 
the means mMQnir piwer, to. Idatn who luied m that 
lioufcj-^nd whether >or jiot Acre was a tchriftiaiir re^ 
^egado in it^ we never eou^ get any other.infomi^ 
tftion, but that it i belonged ito.:a -rich Moot of great 
iiote,' called! Agimoratq^.rwho. had beiA akade of 
Pata,. M office of great honour among thiat people -. 
but, whfcnivc lead cxpefted another ihower of zia- 
hiys, the dine ire- appeared all of a fudden, with an- 
cothcr handkerchief, and a larger knot than before : 
and this occurrence happened as formerly^ when 
none but ourfelves were in the bath : we made the 
iifual experiment 4 .each of my three companions, go- 
iiig towatds.'it, as atcfirfti -without fiiccefs, untill ap- 
proached, and then 'it wds immediately dropped.. I 
untied the knot, within which 'I found fottnr tcanowns 
IB Spinifli gold, and a. paper : written in Arabian cha- 
taflers, with a larger crofs at the head of the page: 
I kifled the facred fign,.puimp the money, retumcd 
lo the terrace, where' we made our obeifance ; the 
hand appearing ugam, I made figns that I fliould 
i»ead the letter, and then the v^ndow was fliut. We 
were equally plcafed and pt?rplexed at this event ; 
for none of us'underftood Asabic : and aldiough our 
impatience to know the contents of the paper was 
^ery great, the difficulty of finding an interpreter 
Mas ftill greater : at length, I determined to truft a 
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renegade, a native of Murciai who had profcflbfl 
himlelf my friend, a^d given me fuch pledges of his 
fidelity, as obliged him to keep any lecret I 0u>uld 
think proper to impart : for thofe renegades, wl^ 
intended to return to Chriftc^ndom, ufually carry about 
with them certificates figned by the principal cap- 
tives, attefting, in the moft ample form they can dc- 
vife, th;|it fuch a regenade is an honed man, who 
hath always been obliging to the chriftianf, and is 
defirous of making his efcape with the firft opportu- 
Tiity. Some there arc who procure thefc teUimoni- 
als with a good intention ; others ufed tlien^ occafion- 
ally, as the inftruments of their cr^ft, for going to 
rob and plunder on the chriftjan coaftf, if they 
{houid chance to be (hipwrecked or taken, tliey pro- 
duce their certificates, and obferve, that tlieife papers 
will Oiew the real defign of their coming pn a cruiac 
with Turks, which was no other tl^an to take the 
firfl occafion of returning to their native country: 
by thefe means they efcape the firft fury of refent- 
ment, and are reconciled to tlie churt,^>, without 
fuilering the leaft damage ; but when ihqy fee their 
opportunity, they return to Barbary, an4 reaffumc 
their former way of life : whereas thpfe who procure 
recommendations with a good defign, make, ufe of 
them accordingly, and remain in peace amcMig the 
chriiUans* Such a renegado was. this friend, who 
had obtained certificates from all my companions, 
conceived in the ftrongeft. terms of confidence $nx{ 
applaufe : for which, had he been detcfted, the 
Moors would have burned him aliv^. I knew that 
he could both fpeak and write the Arabian tongue^ 
but before I would difclofe the v;hole affair, I de- 
fired him to read that paper, which I hail fonnd by 
chance in a corner of my cabin. He opened it ac- 
cordingly, and having pored and perufed it a good 
while, muttering between his teeth, I alkc d it he 
underftood the contents? He anfwered in the ailirm^ 
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. -atiyc, bidding mc, if I chofe to have the literal 
meaning, furnifh him with pen and ink that he 
might tranflate it the more exactly. I accordingly 
accommodated him with what he defiredj and when 
he had made an end of the tranfl^tion at his own 
letfuire, he faid, ** This tfiat I have written in Spa- 
-nifli, is the literal meaning of that Moorifh paper; 
a«d you arc to take notice, that wherefoever you 
meet with the words Lcla Marien, they fignify our 
lady the blefled virgin." 

The paper contained thefe words, ** When I was 

*^ a child, my fat^r had a woman flave, who in 

** my own language, taught me the chriftian vror- 

'•* fhip, and told me divers things of Lela Marien, 

" This chriftian died, and I am mre her foul did not 

^* go to the fire, but to Ala; for I faw her twice 

** after her death, and (he advifed me to go to the 

** land of the chriftians, where I fhould fee Lela 

'** Marien, by whom I was beloved. I know not 

^ which way to go : many chriftians I have feen 

<* from this window, but not one who feems fo 

'•* much a gentleman as yourfelf. I am very beautiful 

^ and young, and have a great deal of money in 

** my poileffioii : if thou canft find out any method 

■** of carrying me to thy country thou (halt there 

** be my nuiband, if thou art fo inclined ; but if that 

»•* be contrary to thy inclination, I ihall not be un- 

•* cafy, for jLela Marien will provide me with a 

•' fpoufc. I write this with my own hand: let no 

'* body read it, but fuch as you can truft. Beware 

••* of the Moors : for they are altogether deceitful : 

"** therefore, I am very much i;;oncerned, for I would 

** not have it dif<j4ofed to any perfon whatever ; be- 

^* caufc, if it fhould come to my father's ears, he 

^* would inftantly caufe me to be funk in a well> and 

^ covered with flones. I will faften a thread to the 

** cane, to which thou may'ft tie thine anfwer $ and 

^* if thoB haft not a proper perfon to write for thee 

"in 
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" fai Arabic, let me know by Cgns ; for Lcia Ma- 
•* Ticn will help me to underftand them. May (he 
** and Ala preferve thee, by means of this crofs, 
<* which I often kifs, according to the dire£tion of 
** my dece^fed flave." 

You may eafily conceive, gentlemen, wlicther or 
not we .were fuprifed and rejoiced at the contents 
of this paper. Indeed, the fymptoms of joy and ad- 
miration appeared fo plain in pur behaviour, that 
the renegado fufpefted it was not found by accident, 
but a&ually written and addrcfled to one of our 
company. He accordingly intreated us to tell him, 
if his conje£lure was true \ protefting that we might 
fafclf truil to his fidelity^ and affuring us, if we would* 
favour him with our confidence, he would venture 
his life in procuring our freedom. So faying, he 
pulled from his bofom a crucifix of metal, and, with* 
many tears^ fwore by the God reprefcnted under the- 
form of that image, in whom he, though a wrctclif d 
(inner, fully and faithfully believed, that he weald* 
be trufty and fecret in every thing avc fhould pleafe to* 
communicate ; foFhe firmly believed, and, as it wcre^* 
prognofticated, that by means of her who. had» 
written the paper, we (hoiild all obtain liberty, and* 
he accomplilh that "vcluch he had fo much at heart^» 
namely, his readmifliion into the bofom of his holy^ 
mother church, from whicii he, through his ignorance 
and guilt, had been like a rotten member, divideA 
and cut off. This declaration he made with fo 
many tears and figns of repentance, that we unani«« 
moufly agreed to entruft him with the affair, an A 
accordingly, gave him an account of every things 
that had happened, without fupprefling one circum*t 
ftance ; and (hewed him the window at which th« 
cane had appeared ; fo that from thence he took hia 
mark of the houfe, refolving to inform himfelf, with 
great care and caution, of the name and quality of 
thofe who lived in it. Mean while, we were all of 
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Opinion, that tliere was a neceflity for nnfwering tKc 
billet ; and tliere being a perfoh prcfcnt, who could 
perform that oflicc, the rencgado that inftant wrote 
in Arabic what I di£^ated, which was literally as I 
fliall now repeat ; for of a^l the material circuin- 
flancer, of that affair, not one hath efcaped my memo- 
ry, which will retain them all to my laft breath. In 
fhort, this was the anfwcr which I fcnt the beautiful 
Moor. 

" My dear lady f 
' " Mayeft thou be protefted by the true Ala, and 
•' that blpfled Mary the real mother of God, who,' 
•* becaufe fhe loves thee, hath put it into thy heart 
** to go to the land of chriftians : befeech her therc- 
"' fore, that (he will be pleafed to teach thee how' 
thou* mayeft obey her commands ; for (he is fo 
benevolent, that flie will grant thy requcft. For 
" my own part, and in behalf of thofe who are mj 
*^' fellow-prifoners, I promife to ferve thee with our 
** v/hole power, even unto death. Fail not to write 
*^ and give me r.ciice of what thou ffialt refofvc to 
•' do ; and I will r.lways anfwer tl y letters ; for the 
•* great Ala hath favoured us with tac fricndftiip of 
•* a chriftian captive, who can fpeak and write thy 
•* language, as thou wilt perceive by this paper : 
••' wherefore, thou mayeft communicate thy will and 
" pleafure to us without fear. As to thy offer of 
•* becoming my wife, when thou fhalt be fafely fet- 
•• tied in the land of the chriftians, I pledge myfelf 
•* thine, on the faith of a good chriftian ? and know 
•* that thofe of our religion perform their promifes 
•• more punftually than the Moors. God, and his 
• mother Mary, take my dear lady into their holy 
•• protefKott." 

This letter bein^ written and fealed, I "waited two 
days, until the bath was empty, arid then went fo 

the 
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t&e ufual place on die terrace, to )ook for the cane,^ 
which in » tittle tlour appeared. • I- no fooiier per- 
ceived the iign^! though I could not fee who made it,, 
tham I held up the letter to* make her underftaody. 
that (he (houid faften a* thread to the cane ; but. 
that was already done, and I tied the paper to it ac- 
cordingly. In a little time our ft^ appeared again, 
loaded with tlie white flag of peace ; Mrhich being ; 
dropt, I took it up, and found, . in different coins of 
gold and filver, to the amount of fifty crowns, whieh 
increafed ourfatisfadion fifty fold,.and confirmed us« 
in the hope^ of obtaining: our freedom. That fame • 
night our renegado returned^ and told us, he was * 
informed the houfe was inhabited by that fame Moor^ 
I have mentioned uncler the name of Agunorato, > 
who was excefiively rich/ and hid only.ione daughter > 
to inherit his whofe fortune ; that by the current re-* 
port in the city, ihe was the moil oeautifttl woman * 
in Barbara ;• and that many of the viceroy s, who went * 
thither, . had demanded hep/ in marriage, but fhe 
would never yield her confent ; he likewife under- • 
ftood that, flie had oqoq ?k chrillian flaTO, who had 
died fome time ago: {& that all thefe circumflance^ • 
agreed with tbccontents of her letter. We then con- r 
iulted with tEe renegado about the means of tranf- - 
porting' ourfehres, with the Moorifh lady, into.Chrif-^* 
tendom ; and, at. length we camd to the r^fokition* 
ef waiting fior another intimation from Zorayd?, 
which is the name -of her who now defires to be - 
called Maria:* foe we (ilainly perceived, that by 
means of her andino other^iwe fhould be enabled t<y» 
fiffmount all .fhB.'diflicultiesHthat occurred. 

Havinff come to this determifiation, the renegado » 
bid us give oturfelves no* uneafinefs ^ for* he would - 
either procure oinr liberty, or forfeit his own life.- 
TJie bath being futt of people, during four days^.jft> 
cane appeared all that time, at the end of which the^ 
u(ual folitude prevailisig, we perceived it with* a hand- - 
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kerchief, fo pregq;^nt as to pvomife a rnpft' Happy 
birth. I ftood unider it f the whole was drcippcdas 
ufual, alid I found in the handlperchicf anodier pa^ 
per, with one hundred crowns in gold, without smy 
mixture of other coin. The renegade rbeing then 
prefcnt, we carried him to our cabin, where we de*> 
fired him to read the letter, which he interpreted in 
thefe words : 

*^ I know not^ dear iir, how to give direAions 
'^ about our paiTage into Spain ; nor hath Lela Ala- 
/' rien told me, though I have eatneftiy implored 
'^ her ailiftance. But what may be eafily cffeGted 
" is thjs : I will from this window furnifli you with 
'^ a great quantity of money i fo that you may ran- 
*' fom yoirrfelf and your companions^ and going to 
'^ the land of the chriftians, pu^cfaaie a harl^ witii * 
** which you may return for the refl \ and you will 
^* find me m my father's gardeti, whidi is* by the 
** gate of Barbazon, cl<5fe to fhe fea«fide* There I : 
*' (hall be during the whole fbmmer^ with my father 
*^ ahd fervants; attd from thence yoii niay» in the 
"♦*^ night, ctktty me to thel>avk without fear. But- 
^ remember thou (halt be my hu^banxL ; othcrwife I . 
*^ -^iH pray to Marien to chailife thee* If thou canft 
'^ depend upon no other perfon fbr. purchafing the 
•*' bark, tanfom thyfelf , for that puipofe* I know 
«' thou wilt be niore apt than any otherJbQdy to return^ 
^' becaufe thou art a gentleman and a chriilian. 
" Be fure to inform thyfelf well about the. gaiden* » 
•*^Wh€n I fee the«e walking where thou art at prefcnt,' 
** I {hall know the bath is einpty, and provide thee 
" with more money/* - • 

" Ala prefenrc tfiee, my dear' gentleman." 

Thefe were the contents and purport of die fecond 
papep ; whish being read in prefence of us all, each 
propofed kimfelf as the perfon to be ranbmed, pro- 
mtfing to go and return with the utmoft punctuality } 

I like. 
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I likewife oflered myfelf for that purpofe. Bot the 
rcrnegado oppofed the propofal, faying, that he could 
by no means confent that one ihould be iet free^ be- 
fore we had all obtained our liberty ; becaufe expe^ 
rience had taught him, how ill thofe who are free 
perform the promifes they have made in their capti- 
vity : for prifoners of note had often pra£bifed. the 
expedient of ranfoming one of their number, to go to 
Valencia, or Majorca, with money to purchafe an 
armed bark, and return for his companions ; but 
they never faw his face again ; for having once ob-» 
tained his own liberty, the dread of lofing it agaih^ 
by returning, blots all manner of obligations out oS 
his remembrauce. As a confirmation of the truth o^ 
what he alledged, he briefly recounted a cafe which 
had lately happened to foine chriftian gentlemen^ 
attended with the ftrangeft circumftances ever knawit 
even in thefe parts, where the moft uncommon aad) 
furprifing events occur almoft every day. In (horf^ 
he told us the moft pra£licable and prudent fl:heme> 
was, to give him the money we ihould receive foo 
our ranfom, with which he would purchafe a bark at 
Algiers, under pretence of becoming merchant, audi 
trading to Tetuan, and the other places on that» 
coail ; and that being mafter of the veflel, he would 
foon contrive the means of difengaging us from the 
bath, and getting us all on board : eipecially if the 
Mooriih lady ihould perform her promife in fupplyi-. 
ing us with money fufficient to pay the mnfomof jour 
whole company ; in which cafe, being ' no lopget 
flaves, we might embark with the greateil eafet and 
fafety, even at noon-day. The gveateil di faculty 
that occurred, was the backwardnefs of the Moors, 
to allow a renegade to purchafe or command a vef- . 
fel, unlefs it be a large cruizer for pirating ; becaufe 
they fufpeft, efpeciaJly if he be a Spaniard, that b 13 . 
fole motive in buying a fmall bark, is to make hi^ 
cfcape into Chriftendom •, but he undertook to, r^-^ 
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siiedy that inconvenience, by giving a Ihare .of tlic 
bark and profits of the merchandize to a Tangann 
Moor J by which means he iliouid be maftcr of the 
bark, and of confcqnence, have it in his power to ac* 
compjifii the whole affair. 

Although, in the opinion of me and my compa?» 
nions, there M^as no better plan than that of fending 
to Majorca for a bark, as the Mooriih lady had pro-^ 
pofed, we durft not contradi£l the fentiments c^ the- 
fene^de, left he, being difobliged by our a<Eiing 
ebntrary to his intention, fhould make a difcovery 
^ our correfpondence with the fair Moor, and endan- 

r not only our own lives, but alio that of Zorayda^ 
which we would have willingly facrificed our 
•wn. We therefore determined' to rely upon God 
and the renegado ; and-inrmediately wrote an anfwen 
to Zorayda, iaiporting, that we would adhere in. 
every thing to her advice^ which was as prudent as» 
if it had been dt£Vated'by Leh Marien ; and that it 
depended folety upon .her, either to kaften or retards 
JCiie negotiation r pledging my faith anew, to be- 
fon^ he? fpoufe. In eonfequence of this intimation,, 
tlie very next d^y, when the bath happened to be. 
^mpty,, Ihe at different times, by means o£ the cane 
:md handkerchief, tranfmitted two thoufand crowns> 
Tsa gold, wifh a paper fi^nifying, that on the firfl 
Jama, which is Friday, fte fhould fet out for her 
father's garden, but, before her d^parturey fupply us 
with more money ; and de fired us to inform her,. 
if we fliould find that infufficient v iov flie would/ 

g've us as much as we could defire,. her father having 
.ch vafl fums, that he would never be fenfible of 
what (he took,, efpeciaUy as all his keys were in her 
pefiefl^Qn* We immeiately accommodated the re*^ 
negsdo^ with five hundred crowns, foe the purchafe 
of the bark : with eight hundred more I ranfomed: 
myfelf, dcpofiting the money with a Valentian mer* 
chant iK^tL refiduig at Algiers, who bargained for 

/ .; • - my 
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my ranfom with the king, and obtained piy freedom, . 
upon giving hi» word to pay the^moAeT} on the ar- 
rival of the firft (hip from. Valencia. <; tor if he had^ 
paid it immediately, the king would have fufpe£led 
that the ranfom had been fome time at Algiers and 
that the merchant> had. hitherto detained it for hs 
own convenience. In (hort my mafter was fo con- 
tentious, that I durft, by no means, .difburfe th& 
money at once* On* the Thurfday before the fair 
Zorayda removed to iier father's country-houfe, (he 
gave us another thouiand crowns, .and apprifed ' us- • 
of her departure : intreating me, as foon as I (hould . 
be ranfomed, to make myfelf acquainted with her ' 
father's garden, and find fome opportunity of ^oing : 
thither to fee her. I .anfwered, in few words, that 
I. would obey her in every thing, defiringflie would i 
fiervcntly recomntend us to Lela Marien in all thofe.- 
Pjrayers which (he. had learned of the.flave. 

This afiair being tranfa£ked,, means were concerted^ 
for ranfoming my three comp^^nions i le&,./eeing me - 
at liberty and themCelves confined,, fince I had mo- • 
ney enough ta ppcure their freedom, they fhould 
he chagrined, and tempted by the devil to do fome- ' 
thing to the . prejudice of Zorayda l for although 
their honour and integrity might have fecured me : 
againft anyfuch apprenciirion>.I would not run the. 
Imalleit riik, and therefore took care they fhould be " 
ranfomed by. the fame canal through which rtiy; 
liberty was obtained ; depofiting the whote fum re- - 
quired in the merchant's hands, that.^h■e niFght, with - 
more certainty and confidence, ;i£l the part of their : 
bondfman ; though we never difclofed to him. our :* 
fecret commerce with Zorayda, J for fear oL what j: 
might happen. . 
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C H A P. XIV. 
The continuiLticui of the c^^tive's zdytidnrcs* 

foEFORJE fifteen days had elapfed, our rctiegadG^ 
-^ had purchafed . a ftout veffel, capable of con- 
taining thirty perfons at leaft ; and to fecure whafc 
he had done with si favourable pretext, he made a 
voyage to a place called Sargel, abQut thirty leagues 
from Algiers, tovirards the coaft of ()ran, where there 
is a great traffic of dried figs : and he made two or 
three trips of this kind, in company with the Tanga- 
rin Moor already mentioned. The Moors of Arra- 
gon arc, in Barbary, called Tangarins, and thofe of 
Grenada, 'go by the name of Mudajafcs ; though 
thofe laft are, in the kingdom of Fez, called Elches, 
being the people whom the king chiefly ufes in his' 
wars* I fay, then, in every paflage, the renegado 
Vrought his bark to an anchor in a fmall creek,, 
within two bow-fliots of Agimorato's garden ; and 
there purpofely employed himfelf and his Mooriffi 
rowers in praftifing the Zala * ; or attempted that 
in jcft which he intended to execute in eameft. He 
went frequently to Z6rayda*s garden, on pretetioe of 
^ing fruit, which he always received from her fa- 
ther, though he did hot know him : but although, 
as he afterwards owned, he wanted to fpeak with 
Zorayda, and tell her that he was the perfon ap- 
pointed by me to" carry her off to the land of the 
chriftians, that Ihe migh^ be fatisfied and fecure of 
his fidelity J he never had an opportunity of execut- 
ing his defign : fgr the Moorifh women avoid the 
fight of fheTr own' countrymen and the Turks, un- 
lefs when they are commanded to appear, by their 
parents and hufbands ; though they talk and eon- 
verfe with chriftian captives, even more freely than 

* Zala, ox S^a, is the Mooriik falutation. 
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ieccnej allows. I Qiould have been very much con-* 
cerned> . had he fpoke with her, becaufe it would, 
perhaps^ have given her great uneafinefs, to fee rene<- 
gades entrufted with the afFair; but God, who or-* 
daiaed all for the bed, gave him no opportunity of 
fulfilling his well-meaning intention. 
Perceiving how fecurely he traded to and from Sar- 

Sel, .and antbored when, where, and how he pleated, 
is partner fubmitting to hia direction in all things; 
and that I being ranfoiped, there W2|s nothing wanted 
but fome chriftiansto r^w^he dedred me to pick out 
thofe who ihould accompany me, exclufive of my. 
friends who were ranfomed, and befpeak them for 
the Friday following, which he had appointed for the 
day of our departure. Seeing him thus determined, 
I fpoke to a dozen Spaniards, all of them ^ble«bodied 
rowers, and people who could eafily get out of the 
city : and indeed, it was no fmall difficulty to find fo 
many at that conjun£ture: for no fewer than twenty 
gallies being then out upon the cruize, almoft all the . 
rpwers were employed, fo that I fhould not have. 
found thofe I have mentioned, had not their mailer 
ftaLd at home that fummer, to finifh a vefTel. which 
he had on the ilock$. - AU I faid to them was, that 
next Friday in the evening they fhould ilily flip out 
of the city, one by one, and betake themfelves to 
Agimorato's garden, where they fliould wait my 
coming ; apd I direft^d every one by himfelf, if he 
fhould meet with other chridians at the rendezvous, 
to fay nothing, but that I. ordered him to wait 
for me in that place* 

This point being fettled, another precaution, flill 
more neceflary, remained untaken ; this was to ad- 
vertife Zorayda of the (ituation of our affairs, that 
fhe might be prepared and guarded againfl furprife 
at our tudden afTnult, before fhe could think it pof* 
fible that the chriflian bark was- arrived* Refolved, 
therefore^ to fee and fpe^k w^tfi her^ if pofTible, one 

day 
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iajr before our departure, I went- to the garden, o». 

Siretence of gathering fome herbs v and the firft per- 
on I met' wa» her father, who'fyoke to me in a Jan"* 
miage ufed through all Binrbarjr, and even at Con« 
ftantinople, fa^ween the captives^and the Moors ; it^ 
Is neither Arabic nor Gaftilian, nor indeed peculiar to: 
any nation, but a mixture o^ difierent tongues, by 
which. we make fbift to underftand each other, v 
iay, heafted in this finrt of jaiqgon, who I was, and* 
wiiat I wanted' in his garden? I anfwered, that I- 
was a flave belonging ta Amaute Mami, who h 
knew to be an- intimate friend of his;- and that I 
wanted a few. herbs for a fallad. In confequence of- 
this anfwer, he inquired whether or not 1 was to be- 
ranfomed, and what my mafter demanded^ £ornif' 
freedom •? And while we were- thus converfing toge- - 
ther, the fair Ziorayda came out iiit« the- garden. 
She had already perceived me-front a window of the* 
houfe ; and, as the Moorifb women make no fcruple* 
of (hewing themfelves to Chriftians, with whom, as I: 
have already obfcrved, they are not at all (hy, flie,. 
without any hefitation, walked towards the place 
where I was (landing with her father, who no fooner^ 
faw« her,, than he called at a <lifta8ce, Acfmng her to 
ccHne up. . li would' be ar^Iifficult ta(k for^me^at pre- 
fent, to defcribe the exceeding- beautyv the genteel- 
mien, the gay and. rieh ornaments with^wiiich my\ 
beloved Zorayda then pre(ented herfelf b^re mine 
eyes : I (haH only obferve, thiat the peaHs about her 
beauteous neck and ears- outnumbered' the hairs of 
her head. On her ancles, which were bare, --accord-^ • 
ing to the cuftom of the country^ . flie> wore car- 
caxes (by which name the bracelets* f^r the. feet are * 
called in theMorifeo language )^-of the purelt gold, fet 
with fuch a quantity .of diamonds, that (he afterwards 
told me, her father valued, them at twenty thoufand - 
ducats^ and thofe (he wore upon her vnrifts were of* 
equal richne(^. The pearls, though in fuch a vafl: 
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xmmber,. were extremely fine : for the grcatcft pride 
and magnificence of the Moorifli women lie in pearb 
and embroidery ; confequently there is a greater quan* 
tity of pearls and feed -pearl in Barbary, than in jslH 
the other nations of the world, and Zorayda's father 
had the reputation of poffeffing the greateft number 
and the beft in Algiers> together; with.^ a fortune of 
two hundred thoufand Spaniih crowns^ of all whicft 
flie, who is now mine, was once mlftrefs* Whether^ 
with the afliflance of alLthefe ornaments, flie appear^ 
ed beautiful ornot, and^what fhe muft h^ve been in 
her profperity^ may be con^eftured by what remains 
after the great fatigues* ihe hath undergone ; for it ig- 
well known, that the beauty cf; fome women hath its 
days and feaibns^ and is. diminifhed or increafed, ac-p 
cording to the circumftances that happen ; being imr 
proved or impaired^. nay> often totally dcilroyed, by 
the pafTions-of the mind.. In {hort> fhe approached , 
in all the pomp of d re fa, and all tlie excefs of beau- 
ty;, at leafl to me,, flie feemed the mo{k beautiful 
creature I had ever feen ; which circumftance, joined 
to the obligation I lay under,, made me look upon 
her as an angel fent from heaven for my delight and 
deliverance* When (he came up, her. father told her, 
in their own language, that I was a captive belong- 
ing to his friend Arnaute Marmi,. and bad come for 
a lallad ; upon which &e took up the difcourfe, and 
in that jumble of languages before mentioned, afked 
if I was a gentleman v and why I did not ranfom 
myfelf ? I anfwered, that I was already ranfomed, and 
that (he might fee in what e&eem I was with my 
mailer, by the fum he received for my freedom, which 
was np lefs than fifteen hundred fultamns*. To this 
obfervation {he replied, ** Truly, if thou hadfl be- 
longed to my father, he ihould not have parted with 
thee for twice the fum ; for you Chriflians alwaya 
difTemble, and call yourfelves poorer than you really 
arcjt with a view of impofing upoa the MoorsJ^ 

*^ That 
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That may be fotnetimes the cafe, madam» faid I ; 
but I adhered to the truth, in bargaining with my 
mailer, and will deal honeftly with all mankind." 
She then afked how foon I intended to depart ; and 
I anfwered, ** To morrow, I believe : there is a 
French fhip in the harbour to fail in the morning, 
and I have fome thoughts of taking my pailage on 
board of her." " Had not you better (lay till the arri- 
val of a veflel from Spain, faid Zorayda, than truft 
yourfelf with the French, who are no good friends 
of yours ?" No, madam, anfwered I ; though, as 
there is a Spanifh ihip cxpedled if (he arrives im- 
mediately, I believe I fhall wait for her : but it is 
more likely that I flial! ^ail tomorrow ; for the deiire 
I have to fee myfelf in my native country, with 
thofe I love, is too ftrong to let me wait for any other 
convenience, let it be ever fo good,*' " Without doubt, 
faid Zorayda, thou art married in thv own country, 
and therefore defirous of being with thy wife." " I 
am not yet wedded, I replied ; but under promife of 
being married at my return." ** And is the woman 
beautiful to whom thou haft 'pledged thy faith ?" 
faid (he. '^ So beautiful, anfwered I, that to com^ 
pliment her, and tell thee the truth, (he is the ex- 
aft refemblance of thyfelf." 

Her father laughed heartily at this declaration, 
faying, " Truly, Chriftian, (he -muft be very hand- 
fome indeed, if (he refembles my daughter, who is 
the moft beautiful woman in this kingdom : look at 
her, and thdu wilt fee whether or not 1 fpeak truth. 

In the greateft part of this converfation, Agimo- 
rato ferved as an interpreter for his daughter, he being 
better acquainted with this fpurious language, which, 
though (he underftood a little, in confequ«nce of its 
being much (jpoken among the Moors, (he explained 
het meaning by (igns, oftener than by words. 

While we were engaged in this and other fuch 
converfationi a Mpor ran towards us, crying aloud, 

that 
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that feur Turks having got through the palesi or 
leaped over the gard^x-wall, were gathering the fruity . 
though it was not yet ripe. At this information the , 
old man and Zorayda ftarted; for the Moors are 
commonlV) and as it were naturally, afraid of the 
Turks, elpecially the foldiers, who are (p infolent and 
imperious to tl»eir Mooriih fubjef^s, that they treat 
them worfe than if they were uaves^ Accordingly^ 
the father faid to Zorayda^ ^* Daughter, retire to the 
houfe, and lock thyfelf up, while I go and talk to 
thofe dogs ; and thou, Chriftian (turning to me), ga- . 
ther thy herbs, and depart in peace ; and Ala fend ^ 
thee fafe into thy own country/* I made my obei« 
fance, and he went in fearch of the Turks, leaving 
n^e alone with Zorayda, who pretended to go home- 
wftrdi according (o her father's defire ; but no fooner 
wa9 he out of fight, among the trees of the garden^ 
than. Ihe came hiK:k, with her eyes drowned in tears,,. 
fayiog^ ^ Amex|^ Chrifti^io, amepci !" the fignifica* 
t]0it of which addrefs is, ** Thou art going away» : 
Qmftian, thou art gping away 1" ** Yes, madam,- 
anfwered I, but &y. no means withc^ut you : on the 
next Jama expe£k me, and be not afraid when you; 
f(fe us; for we (hall certainly go to the land of the* 
C3m(lian3/' I made fhift to ekprefs myfelf in fuch a 
mauner, that ihe. underftood this, and every thing > 
elfe that I faid; and dirowing her arm about my 
neck, began to walk towards the houfe, with a flow 
and faultering pace : but it pkaf<kl fortune, which 
might have proved very unlucky, had not heaven ' 
otherwife ordained, th^t while we walked in this at-: 
titude, with her, arm about my neck, we were oh*, 
ferved by her father, on his return from having fent « 
away the Tjurks i and we infimediately perceived our- 1 
felves difcovered. Neverthelefs, Zorayda, prompted 
by her difcretion and prefeqce of mind, would not 
take her arm from my peck ; but on the contrary, 
coming clofer tp me, let her head drop upon my bo^ 

fom 
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taoij and her kneesl fink under li^r, as if fhe was- 
fainting } while I feemed to* fuppovt her with a fott 
of drained civility. 

The father feeing his daughterin this (Ttuationi ran 
towards us With great concern, and a&ed what was the 
matter ? but (he making no reply, ** 'Doubtlefsy faid- 
he, (he hath faimed with the fright occafioned by the 
infolence of thofe dogs.** Then taking her out of 
my arms, he fupportcd her in his own; while (he,, 
fetching a d\:ep figh, the tears ftill contkiuing in her 
eyes, repeated, " Amexi, Chriftiam), amexi :" 
•* Begone, Chriftian, begone." " There is no neccf- 
fity for the Chriftian's departure, faid the father, he 
hath done thee no harm ; and as the Turks are gone 
already, be not difturbed : thou haft no caufe to be- 
nneafy : for, as I ha^e already faid, the Turks at m^ 
uitreaty^ went out as they had come in/' ** Indeed^. 
fir, faid I, they have difcdmpofed her very much, as 
jou obferve ; out 6n€e ihe defire^ me to go, I will 
not ftay to give ofPtnct. Peace be with you. I will, 
wttbyour permiffion, return to this garden for herbs,, 
if they (hould be wanted f for my mafter fays there 
are none better to be found in any other place.** 
•• Thou mayeftcomeas often as thou wilt, anfwered 
Agimorato : what my daughter fays is not out of re- 
fentment againft thee, or any other Chriftian; but in- 
fttead of bidding the Turks begone, (he applied the- 
words to thee, or elfe thought it was time for thee tO' 

fo arid gather thy herbs:** 1 then took leave of them 
oth; and (he, as if her foul had been rent from her 
body, went away with her father,' while I^ on pre- 
tence of culling my fallad, went round the whole gar- 
den, at my pteafure, obfcrving all the entries and out- 
let9, together with the ftrength of the houfe, and every 
convenience tliat might tend to facilitate our purpofe. 
Having th«6 reconnoitred, I went and communi- 
cated my obfervations to the renegado, and the reft 
of my compankms, longing eager] y for the hour of 

feeing 
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feeing myfelf in peaceable pofieflion of the blefling' 
which fortune prcfented in the beauteous and charm«- 
itig Zorayda. At length, the intervening time 
elapfcd, and the long wiihed-for day and period ar- 
rived, when aH of us, following the order and plan^ 
which had been often canvaffed, and at laft fettled j 
after the mod mature deliberation j our defires were' 
happily accompliflied. On the Friday after I had 
fpoke with Zorayda, Morrenago, which was the re- 
negade's name, anchored his bark, at night*fall, op- 
pofitc to the place where my charming miftrefs re- 
Cded ; and the Chriftians who were to row, in con- 
fcqucnce of my direftions, lay already concealed in 
different corners, all around the place, waiting for 
me witli impatience, joy, and defire of attacking the 
reflel which wais in view ; for they were, ignorant of • 
our confederacy with the renegade, and believed that 
they muft win and maintain tneir liberty by knot of 
arms, in killing all the Moors who belonged to the 
bark: wherefore, as foon as I and my companions 
appeared, thofe who were hid came and joined us 
immediately, about the time when the citygiites were 
ihut ; fo that not a foul was to be feen in the fields. 
Being all met together, we were in fomc doubt whe- 
ther we Aiould go immediately for Zorayda, or firft of* 
all fecurc the Mooriih rowers belonging to the bark.- 
While we hefitated on this point, the renegado ar- 
riving, affced wl,at we waited for ? obferving, that' 
now -was the tin>e, the Moors bei»g altogether un- 
guarded, and the greateft part of them actually afleep t 
we told him the fubjeft of ©ur doubt ; upon whiclv^ 
he afliired us, that it was of the greateft confequcnce» 
to make ourfelves firft matters of the bark, a precau- 
tion which might be* eaffly taken, without rtmning 
the Icaft hazard ; and then we could go in qucft c# 
Zorayda, with greater feeurity. His advice was una-^ 
nimoufly approved; and therefore, without farther 
delay, we followed him as guide to the veffcj, icto 

which 
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which he leaped, and drawing a fcymitar, called m 
the- Moorifii language, '^ Let none of you ftir, on 
pain of death." The Chrifttans were at his back in 
an iiiftant \ while the Moors being naturally pufiUa- 
nimous, hearing their mafter talk in this manner, 
were feized with confternation ; and as there were 
few or no amis oi> board, fufiered themfelves, with- 
out the leaft refiftance, to be fettered by the Chrift- 
ians, who performed this office with infinite dexte- 
xity and difpatoh, threatening to pi|( them all to the 
fword, if any one of them fhould' raife his voice, or 
attempt to make the leaft noife. 

This fcheme being executed, we left one half of 
our number to guard them, and with the reft, ufing 
tlie renegado ftill as our guide, went to Agimorato's 
garden-door, which fortunately opened wim as much 
oafe as if it had not been locked ; fo that, without 
being perceiTcd, we proceeded to the houfe with great 
fiknce and compofure. The adorable Zorayda^ who 
ftood waiting for us at a window, no fooner perceived 
people at the door, than (he aiked, with a low voice, 
if we were Nazarini, which in their language figni- 
fies Chriftians ? I replied in the affirmative, defiring 
her to come down : when {he knew my voice, ihe 
i^ade no dday, but widiout anfwering one fyllable 
came down in a moment, opened the door, and ap» 
peared fo beautiful and richly drefled, as to furpafs all 
defcription. Transported at the fight, I took her 
hand and kiffed it moft devoutly : the rene^dc, and 
my two companions, did the fame, and thereu, though 
ignorant of the occafion, followed our example, 
dbinking we expreiTed our thanks and acknowledg- 
ments to her as the inftrument of our deliverance. 
The renegado afked, in the Morefco tongue, if her 
father was in the houf&? and (he, afluring him, that 
he was afleep in his own apartment: then it will 
bo ncccfTary, faid Morrenago, to take and carry him 
oflv together with every thing of value, i;;i this agree- 
able 
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able habitation/' ^' Touch not my father, faid (he, 
and take my word for it, there is nothing valuable in 
this hoofe but what I have fecured, which is enough 
to make you all rich and happy ; ftay a little and 
thou (halt fee/' f 

So, faying, Ihe went back into the houfe, protcft- 
ing ihe would immediately retum,^ and de(iring us to 
•make no n<»fe. I then a(ked thr renegade what had 
pafied between them, and when be told mej charged 
him to do nothing that fliould be difagreeaUe to Zo- 
rayda, who foon returned with a cofFer fo full -of 
golden crowns, that (he could fcarce fupport the 
weight ; but our evil fortune ordained that her father 
ihould wake in the interim, and hear a npiCe in the 
garden; upon which he darted up, and running to 
die window, no fooner perceived that we were a|l 
Chriftians, than he began to bawl, in Arabiq, with 
vaft vociferation, ^' Chriftians ! Chriftians I thieves ! 
thieves!" and his cries threw us all into the utmoft 
terror and conf ufion : however, the renegado feeing dve 
danger we were in, and how much it imported him 
to atchieve the enterprife without being detected, 
ran up to Agimorato, with infinite agility, being ac- 
companied with fome o^ers of our company, as I 
could not leave Zorayda, who by this time had faint- 
ed in my arms : in ihort, thofe who entered the houfe 
managed him fo well, that in, a moment they brought 
•him down, with his hands tied, and an handkerchief 
in his moudi, to hinder him from crying, threaten^ 
ing 'iiXl the while, that if he prefumed to fpeak, it 
W0UI4 coSk him his life. His daughter covered her 
^es^ that ihe might not iee her father in that cdnp> 
dition ; while he was aftoniihed at fight of her, little 
thinking how willingly flie had put herfelf in our 
power ; and our feet being then more nec^ifary than 
our hands, we with great induftry «md difpatdi, re- 
turned to the v«flel» vdicre we were expected with 

i imp^ 
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impatience by- tliofe we had left, who had begun to 
fear we had met with fome mifchance. 

Before two hours of the night had ebpfed, we 
-were all fafe on board, where we antied the hands of 
Zorayda's father, and took the handkerchief ourof 
his mouth ; though the renegado commanded him again 
to be lilent, on pain of death. . Seeing his daughter 
alfo in our power, he began to (igh mod birterly, 
more efpectaily as he perceived her lie quietly in my 
arms, without refifling, complainings or the leaft 
appearance of conftraint: but be waa fain to hold 
bis tongue, left the renegado ihould put his repeated 
threats in execution. Zorayda now feeing us em- 
barked, and on the point of manning the oars, while 
her father and the other Moors remained fettered, as 
prifoners among us, bade the renegado dedre, in her 
name, that I would be fo good as to difmifs the 
Moors, and fet her father at liberty ; for (he would 
rather throw herfelf into the fe^, diai? behold a pa- 
rent, who loved her fo much, dragged into captivity 
on her account. Morrenago having made me ac- 
quainted with her requcft, I K)nfented to the propo- 
fal ; but he fatd it W2ks by no means expedient, be- 
caufe, ihould we leave them there, they would in- 
ftantly alarm botii town and country ; fo that fome 
light frigates would be fent out in purfuit of us, and 
then we (houid be fo befet, both by fea and land, that 
it would be impoflible for us to efcape : he propqfed, 
therefore, to fet them at liberty on the firft Chriftian 
land he fl^uld make. We were all of the feme opi- 
siion, which was alfo embraced by Zorayda, to whom 
he imparted the reafons which hindered us from com- 
plying immediately with her defire ; then each of our 
valiant lowers laid hold of his- oar with joy, filence, 
and alacrity, and recommending ourfelves to the 
protection of God, we took our departure^ direfting 
ourcourfe towards the ifland of Majprca, >yhich was 
the neared ChrilHan land ; but the north wind be- 
ginning 
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^gttining to^blowy and thefea becoming roughs it was 
.impoUible to fteer our courfe^ and we were obliged to 
row along fhore towards Oraiii not without great ap« 
ipiehenfion of Jbetiig difcovercd from the town of Sar* 
gely, which lies upon that coail, about fixty miles 
ixom Algiers;, ,wf were alfo afraid of meeting, in 
thofe part$, with fome of the galleys which fre- 
quently cOiOie thither from Tetuan to trade; though 
each of us fingiy, and all of us together, prefume4f 
that if v(€. : could fall in with a merchant veflel not 
£tted ou^ or manned for a cor&ir, far from lofing 
our liberty again^ we ihould make ourfelves mafters 
4>f a {hi|^ in which we might perform our voyage with 
more fecurity. While we thus coafted along, Zo- 
rayda lay with her head in my bofom, that ihe might 
not fee her father in diftrefs ; and I eould hear, her 
imploring Lela Marien to aillft us in our defign. 

When we had rowed about thirty miles, day break- 
ing difcovered that we were about three gun- (hots 
diftant from the fhore of a defert country, where not 
a foul appeared to dete£l us : but for all that, we 
plied hard to get a little farther off tQ fea, which was 
now fomewhat calmer; and having made about two 
leagues, direfted the men to row by turns, that we 
might refrefli ourfelves with the provifions, of which 
we had ' pl^n^y in the bark ; b)it the rowers faid, it 
was then no time to be idie^ and dedred the reft to 
bring, them, victuals, which' they would eat while at 
work, prptefting that they would by no means quit 
their .oars: ;this hint Vas. accordingly taken, and a^ 
frefh gale fprilnging up, we were obliged to lay afide 
our oars, and make Tail dire£Uy for Oran; for it 
was impofTible to follow gny other courfe. All this 
was done ^ith great expedition ; we failed at the rate 
of eight miles in an hour, without any other dread 
than that of failing in with fome corfair. We ordered 
fbme victuals to be given to the Moors, who were 
conifxled by the rencgado's ; telling them, , that they^ 
. . , ' were 
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were not flaves, and ihottld have their freedom with 
the iirft opportunity ; the fame declaration he made 
'to Zorayda's father, who anfwcred, " I mig^tex- 
ped * any other favour from y^ur generofity and 
courteous behaviour, O Chriftian^! but you mu^ 
not think me fo fimple a$ to beHeveyott wiU give me 
'my freedom; for you.wouH never-'have run fuch 
Tiflt in depriving me of it, with a view of reftorifig 
It fo liberally ; efpecially, when you know who I am, 
and the advantage you may reap from (mf rasifem, 
•which, if you will ndw ^propofc, I here 'piomife to 
t>ay your utmoft demand, for myfelf and this un*- 
liappy daughter, or for her alone> wh6 is the better 
part of my foul." 

So faying, he wept with fuch bittemefs, as. moved 
iis all to compafiion,'and obliged 2k>rayda to lift up 
her eyes; when feeing the tears trickle down from 
his aged checks, (he was melted, and ridng from the 
place where I fupportcd her, went! to embrace her 
father ; then joining her face to his, the tWD uttered 
fuch si tender lamentation, as. drew tears of fyrapathy 
from the eyes «f almoft all thofe who heard it ; but 
when Agimorato perceived her fo gayly drefled, wkh 
^1 her jewels about her, he faid with fomte furpri/e. 
In their language, " \Vhat is the mfeamng of-Ais 
finery, my child? Lafl night, befoif^ -this 'terrible 
hilsfortune happened-, I faw thee in thy ordinary and 
common drefs ; but nov^, though thoir haibneitlier 
time, nor any happy tidings to tolemni«e wilh' fuch 
ornaments and finery, I fee thee decked in all* the 
richeft apparel I could bontrive ot beftbw upon thee 
while fortune wsls^ much more favourable than at 

frefent! Anfwef me in this particular, at which 
am more concerned and furprifed, than at the 
spifliap which hath befallen us ?" The renegado in- 
terpreted to us all what the Mooor faid to his daugh- 
ter, who made no anfwer to his queftion ; but when 
he faw on one fide of the bark, the coiFer in which 

Oie 
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file ufed to keep her jewels, which he knew he had 
left at Algiers, when he moved to his country-houfe, 
he was ftill more confounded, and afked how that 
cafket had fallen into our hands, and what it con- 
tained ? To this queftion the renegado replied, with- 
out waiting for Zorayda's anfwerj " You need not 
weary yourfelf, fignor, in putting fo many queftions 
to your daughter ; for I can fatisfy you in one 
word :' know then, that Zorayda is a Chriilian ; that 
ihe hath filed off our chains, and converted our cap- 
tivity into freedom ; that (he came hither of her own 
accord, and is now, I believe, as well fatisfied with 
her prefent condition as one delivered from darknefs 
to light, from death to life, and from aflliftion to 
triumph." " Daughter," cried the Moor, " is that 
which he aflirms, true ?" " Yes," replied Zorayda. 
" That thou art adtually a Chriftian, and the very 
perfon who hath put thy father into the hands of his 
enemies?" refumed the old man. *' I am a Chrif- 
tian, 'tfs true," faid Zorayda, *'but riot the perfon 
who reduced you to this fituation ; for my dcfire never 
extended fo {ay as either to leave or render you un- 
happy, my fole intention being to provide for my 
own welfare." ' ** And how haft thou provided for 
it, my child ?" replied the father. " Put tliat quef- 
tion to Leh Marien," faid flie, ** who will inform you 
better than I can." 

Scarce had thefe words reached the ears of Agimo- 
rato, than, with incredible agijity, he darted him- 
felf headlong rnto the fea, where, without all doubt, 
he muft have peridied, had not his large entangling 
robes helped to keep him afloat. Zorayda fh'ieking, 
begged we would fave her father ; upon which we all 
exerted ourfelves, and laying hold of his Uf per gar- 
ment, pulled him on board, already half- drowned, 
and deprived of all fenfatioh ; when fhe was fo much 
affe£ted with his condition, that flie uttered a moft 
tender and doleful lamentation over him, as if he 

Vol. IL K had 
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bad been a£)ually dead. Having turned Iifm upon 
liis face, a great quantity of water ran out of his 
mouth, and he recovered the u£e of his fenfes, in the 
fpace of two hours, during which, the wind fhifting, 
wc were driven towards the fliore, and by main 
•dint of rowing, kept from running aground ; but, 
by good fortune, we arrived in a creek formed by a 
firali creek or prunontory, known among the 
•Moors by the name of Cava Rumia, which fignifies 
The wicked Chrillian woman ; there being a tradi- 
tion among them, that * Cava, on whofe account 
they loft their pofielBons in Spain, is interred in that 
place ; for Cava, in their language, implies a Wicked 
Woman, and R umia fignifies Chriftian : fo that they 
iook upon it as a bad omen ^when they are obliged 
by necefTity to drop anchor here, and, except in 
cafes of emergency, they never attempt it : though 
to us it was by no means the fhelter of a wicked 
woman, but a fecure harbour in flormy weather. 
Having placed centinels on (hore, without quitting 
our oars, we made another meal of what the rencga- 
-clo had provided J and 'prayed l>eartily to God and 
the Blefled Virgin, to favour and aflift us in bring- 
ing fuch a fortunate beginning to a happy conclu- 
fion. We then determined, at the intreaty of Zo- 
rayda, to fet her father and the Moors, whom we 
had fettered, on fhore, bccaufe fhe had not refo- 
lutidn enough, nor could her tender dt fpo.fi tion en- 
dure to fee her parent and countrymen in the con- 
dition of captives : we accordingly promifed to gra- 
tify her defirc at our departure, fince we ran no 
rifk in fetting them at liberty in that uninhabited 
place. 


* Cava or Caba, danghter of count Julian, count of Ceuta, was 
violated by Roderick king of Spain, and, in order to revenge thi' 
tnjury, the father called* the Saracens into that kingdom, in tlie 
year 71a. 

Our 


DON Q^U I X O T E. 19s 

Our prayers were not fo vain as f^ be rcjcftcd bv 
Heaven, that fent a favourable wind and a fmootn 
fea, inviting us to proceed with alacrity fn the voy- 
age we had undertaken. This we no fooner per- 
ceived, than, unbinding the Moors, we put them all , 
on (liore, one by one, to theirno fmall aftonifhment ; 
but when we came to difinifs Zorayda's father, who 
by this time had recovered the critire ufc of his fjnfes, 
** Cbriftians," faid he, " do you think that bad 
woniari rejoices at my freedom through filial piety ? 
No, furely, but merely to be rid of the check which 
flie would receive from my prefence, in feeking to 
gratify her vicious dcfires. Do not imagipc that ihe 
hatli been induced to change her religion, becaufe 
fhe believes that the Chriftiim faith is preferable to 
ours ? No, (lie hath apoftatized, becaufe fhe under- 
flood that, in your country, (he might indulge her 
loofe inclinations more freely than in her own." 
Then turning to Zorayda, while I and another Chrif- 
tian held him faft, that he might not comnjit fomc 
djfperate a6lion, he. faid, ** O inf .mous wretch, and 
ill-advifed maiden ! what blindnefs arnd diftradtion 
hath prompted thee to put thyfelf in the power of 
*t!iefe dogs, who are all our natural foes ? Curfed be 
the hour in which thou waft engendered ! and curfed 
be the gaiety and indulgence in which I brought 
thee upr 

Perceiving that there was no likelihood of his end- 
ing his exclamations for fome time, I prefently fjt 
him on fhpre, where he proceeded with his re- 
proaches, imprecations, and complaints, imploring 
the mediation of Mahomet with Ala, to confound, 
overwhelm, and deflroy us ; and when y^^ had failed 
out of hearing, we could perceive him a£l his defpair, 
'pulling hi§ beard, and rolling himfelf upon the 
ground; nay, once he raifed nis voice in fuch a 
manner, that we could diftinftly hear him pronounce 
■** Rf:turp, my beloved daughter I return to the 
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ihore ; I forgive all that is pad : leave with thefe men 
the monef which they already have in their pofTef- 
fion, and return to comfort thy difconfolate father, 
who, if thou forfakeft him, will He down and breathe 
his laft upoH this barren fand !" This pathetic ad- 
drefs was heard by Zorayda, who lamented his af- 
fliftion with the utmoft fenfibility, though (lie could 
make no better reply than this, " Ala grant, my dear 
father, that Lela Marien, who was the caufe of my 
converfion, may confole you in your diftrefs ! Ala 
knows I could not do otherWife than I have aded, 
and that thefe Ghriftians owe nothing to any parti- 
cular good-will I bore them ; for if I had not aflifted 
and accompanied them in their efcape, but remained 
at home with you, it would have been Inipoffible for 
me, in confequence of the eameft folicitatfons of 
.my own foul, to execute that which, in my opinion, 
is as righteous as it is infamous and wicked in 
yours." But thefe words never reached the ears of 
her father, whom , by this time we could not per- 
ceive : I therefore endeavoured to confole my amia- 
ble miftrefs, while the reft were intent upon our 
VQyage, which was fo much favoured by a fair wind, 
that we laid our accounts with being next day on 
the coaft of Spain. 

But as good fortune feldom comes pure .and fingle, 
unattended or unpurfued by fome troublefome and 
unexpefted circumftance, it was ordained by Heaven, 
perhaps in confequence of the curfes imprecated by 
the Moor upon his daughter j for fuch curfes are 
to be dreaded,, let the parent be what he will ; I 
fay, -Heaven ordained, that when we were a good 
way off at fea, with a flowing fheet, three hours of 
the night being already fpent, the oars lafhcd up, 
becaufe the fair wind made it unneceflary to ufe them, 
and the moon fhining with remarkable brightnefs ; 
we perceived a large round veffel with all her fails 
out, fteering a litde upon the wind^ right athwart 

our 


DON Q^U I X O T E. 197 

our haufe^ and fo near, that we were obliged to 
fhorten fail that (he might not run foul of us^ while 
fhe clapped her helm aweather that we might have 
time to pafs : thofe upon deck hailed us> afkmg who 
we were, whence .we came, and whither bound ? 
but as they fpoke in French, the renegado faid, 
" Let no man anfwer^ thefe arc French privateers, 
who make prize of every thing that falls in their 
w^ay." 

ihus cautioned, we made no reply, but failed on, 
leaving the fliip a little to windward, when all of a 
fudden, they difcharged 1two pieces of cannon loaded, 
in. all appearance, with chain-fhot ; for one of them 
cut away our maft in the middle, which, with the 
fail, fell overboard into the , fea ; and the other, 
coming a moment after, took us amidfhips, and laid 
the fide of the bark intirely open, without doing any 
other rriifchief. Seeing ourfelves going to the bot- 
tom^ we began to cry aloud' for affillance, befeeching 
the people in the fhip to fave us from periflung : 
then they brought to, and holding out their boat or 
pinnace, it was inftantly manned by a dozen of 
Frenchmen, well armed with their nlufkets and 
lighted match, who rowing up to us, and feeing how 
few we were, as alfo that our bark was on the point 
of foundering, took us in, obferving that this mif- 
fortune had happened becaufe we had been fo un- 
civil as to refufe an anfwer to their hail : while the 
renegado, without being perceived, took up the 
coffer in which Zorayda's treafure was contained, 
and threw it into the fea. In fhort, we went on 
board with the French, who, when they had in- 
formed themfelves of every thing we could impart, 
for their purpoFe ; as if they had hccn our enemies, 
plundered us of all that we had, taking from Zorayda' 
the very bracelets fhe wore upon her ancles : but 
their behaviour to her gave me the more anxiety, as 
I was afraid tliat, afler' having pilfered ail hcf rich 
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atid prccii**js jewels, they wpuld proceed to tob hct 
of thnt which was of greater value, alid which flic 
herfclf efteemed infinitely more than all the td\: 
but the defnxis of thofe people extend no farther 
than 10 mor.ey, and with that they can tievcr initiate 
their avarice, Which then efigtoiTed them {6 much| 
that they would even have robbbed ui of the wretched 
garments we wore in our captivity, if they could 
have applied them to any fort of ufe : nay, fome 
among them propofed to wrap us altogether in a 
iail, and rhrow.us into the Tea j becaufe they intended 
to trade in the ports of Spain, under pretence of 
being Britons, and if they carried us thither alive, 
their depredation would be difcover^d, and thefn- 
felves chaflifed accordingly. But the captain, who 
had with his own hands rifled my beloved Zorayda, 
faid, he Was fatisfied with the prize he had gpt, and 
refolved to touch at no port in Spain, but pafs tht 
llreights of Gibraltar in the night, or take the beft 
opportunity of fo doing that fliould occur, and tec- 
tum to Rochelle, from whence he had failed on the 
cruize : they therefore agreed to givfe us thchr boat, 
with what necefTaries we fhould want, to finifli the 
little that remained of out voyage : this promife they 
aft ualiy performed next day, at a fifiall diftance 
from the Spanifti coaft, at fight of which all our 
poverty and vexation vanilhed from o&r I'emein- 
btance, as if we had never endured thefti ; fuch -is 
the tranfport bccafioned by libe'j'ty regaitied \ It 
xtiight be atout nooil when we were put into the boat, 
nvith two calks of ^itratet arid fojfne bifcoift ; and the 
captaiftji moved to compartion at the di'ftreis of the 
lively Zbtayda, gave her to the amount of forty 
drowns in gold, atid Would ndt fuffcv his foldiers to 
ftrip her of her cloaths, which Ihe nov/ wears : fo 
that at parting, iii'ftead of complaining of the hard 
ufage we met with, we thanked them kindly for the 
benefit we b^d received ait their hands. They lleered 
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right before the wind for die ftretghts,. while we^ 
without minding any other compais than that of the- 
land that appeared ahe^vl, plied our. oars fo vigo* 
roufly, that, at funfet, we were near enough to con- 
clude, that we could eafily reach the ihore oefore the 
night fhould be far. advanced ; but that night being 
dark, without any moonfhine, and every body oii^ 
board ignorant of the coaO:, hme of our comapany 
judged it unfafe to row afhore, while others in^iled 
upon our running that hazard, even if we Ihould 
land among rocks> or in fome uninhabited part of 
the country, thatwemiglit be fecuredfrom the juft 
apprehenfion of meeting with fome rowers from Te-r 
tuan, who are frequently, in the beginning of the 
night, in Barbary, and in tlie morning, on the Spa* 
nifli coaft, where having taken a prize, they return 
the fame day, and fleep at home in their own houfes* 
Of theie contrary opinions we chofe that of rowing, 
gently towards the wore, with intent, if the fmooth- 
nefs of the fen would permit, to land at the firft 
conyenient place ; in confequence of this ftefolutiony 
a little before midnight, we arrived at the foot of a 
huge and lofty mocmtain, ihoagh not fo rocky towards 
the fea btit that there was a little fpace left, for com* 
modious hnding r the boat being xvn aihore, and a(lt 
of us difemfearked, we kiflfed the ground, and with 
tears «f unutterable joy, returned fKicere thanks td 
our gracious. Lord, for his unparsjilkled p4'ote£bioii 
▼ouchfafed to us i:i the voyage : then we took out 
the provifion, . and dragging her on fliore, afcended 
a vaft way up the mountain j not hekig as yet sAte 
to quiet our apprehenfions, or perfuacte ourfdves, 
though it a&ually was fo, that the foil we trod was. 
Chriilian ground. The day broke much later thalb 
we could have wiflied^ and aoout this tirric we gaincA 
the fammit of the mountain, porpofing K) look, 
ftom thence for fome village or fhepherd huts ; fem, 
although we viewed the wihole country around, we 
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could neither difcern village, houfe, highway, path^ 
nor the leaft trace of human footfteps. Neverthe- 
kfs, we determined to penetrate farther into the 
country, fince it could not be long, before we fhould 
difcovcr fome perfon who could give us information : 
but what gave me the grcateft concern, was to fee 
Zorayda travelling on foot, among the flinty rocks j 
for though I fomctimes took her on- my ihoulders, 
Ihe was much more fatigued with feeing me weary, 
than refrefhed by finding herfelf exempted from 
walking ; and therefore would not allow me to take 
any nftore trouble of that kind, but proceeded with 
infinite cheerfulnefs and patience, while I led her by 
the hand all the way. 

' In this manner, we had gone about a quarter of a 
league> when our ears were faluted by the found cf 
a fmall fheep-bell, which was a fure fign of a flock'§ 
being fomewhere not far ofi^; looking therefore at- 
tentively io difcover it, we perceived a young fliep* 
herd, fitting with great compofure at the root of a 
cork-tree, (moothing a ftick with his knife: when 
we called to him, he raifed.his head, and ftarted 
nimbly up, and, as we afterwards underftood, the 
renegade and Zorayd^, whp were in Moorifh drefs, 
being the firft vObje£^s that prefented themfelves to 
his eyes, he thought all the corlair'S of Barbary were 
upon him, and running with incredible fwiftnds into 
a wood that grew near the place where he was, he 
began to cry as loud as he could bawl, " The 
Moors ! the Moors are landed ! the Moors, the 
Moors I to arms, to arms 1" This exclamation threw 
us all into perplexity 5 but rcflefting that his cries 
would alarm the country, and that the cavalry of 
the coaft would immediately come and fee what wag 
tlie matter ; it was agreed, that the renegado fhould 
pull off his Turkifh robes, and put on a flave's jacket, 
with which one of our company accommodated him, 
though he himfelf remained in his Ihirt. This being 

done. 
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done, we recommended ourfelves to God, and fol- 
lowi d the fa433e road wliich we faw the (hepherd take, 
expecting >every moment to fee ourfelves furrounded 
by the cavalry of the coaft. Neither were we deceived 
in our expe£i:ation ; for in lefs than two hours, hav- 
ing croffed thofe thickets, and entered a plain on the 
other iide, we defcried about fifty horfemen riding 
brifkly towards us, at a hand -gallop; upon which 
we halted until they ihould come up : but when 
they arrived, and, inftead of the Moors they came 
in queft of, beheld fo many poor Chriftian captives, 
they were utterly confounded, and one of them aiked) 
if we were the people who had been the occafion of a 
ihepherd's calling to arms ? I anfwered in the affirm- 
ative, and being defirous of tilling him who we 
were, whence we came, "and what had happened t;o 
usy one of our company knew the horfeman who ac- 
cofted us, and without giving me time to fpeak an- 
other word, faid, " Thanks be to God, gentlemen, 
for having conducted us to fuch an agreeable part of 
the country,, for, if I am not miftakein, the ground 
we now tread belongs to Velez Malaga ; and, if the 

{ears of iny captivity have not irnpatred my remem- 
rance, you, fignor, who afk that queftion, are Pe- 
dro Buftamante, my uncle." 

3carce had the captive pronounced thefe words, 
when the cavalier threw himfelf from his horfe, and 
ran. to embrace the young man, faying, " Dear ne- 
phew of my life and foul 1 I now recolleft thee : thy 
fuppofed death has been mourned by myfelf, my fiftcr, 
thy mother, and all thy relations, who are ftill alive J 
for Heaven hath been pleafed to fpare their lives, that 
they might enjoy the pUafure of feeing thee again : 
I knew thou waft at Algiers, and from the infonna- 
tion of thy habit, and that of all your company, I 
guefd you have made a miraculous efcape." " Your 
conje<^ure is true," replied the young man, ** and we 
(hall have time to recount the particulars.^ As foori 
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as the horfemen undcrftood we were Cliriftian cap* 
lives, they alighted, and each of their, made a tendet 
of his horfe to carry its to the city of Velezr Mal^^, 
which was about a league and a half from the place 
where they found us. Some of them went to bring 
the boat round to the city, after we had told them 
where (he lay ; others took us up behind them ; and 
Zorayda rode with the Chtiftian's uncle. AH the 
people came out to receive us, being apprifed of out 
arrival by one of the troopers who had puihed on 
before ; not tilt they .'^re furprifed at the fight of 
captives freed, or RIoors in captivity ; for the inha- 
bitants on that coaft are accuftomed t& fee great 
numbers of both ; but they were amazed at the beau*- 
ty of Zorayda, which was at this inllant in full per- 
feftioi\^ the fatigue of her joirrttcy co operating witht 
the joy (he f^It in fecmg herfelf in a Gkriftran coun<» 
try, without ^the fear of being loft, having plroduced^ 
fuch a bloom upon her countenance, that,, unlefs I 
was then prejudiced by my afFe^tion^ I will Venture 
to fay* the world nevet produced, at leait,. I had 
iievet ffcen, a more beautiful creatuise. 

We went dtretHy to church, to make otit ftcfcnow- 
fedgmeats to God for hrs mercies ;: and as foon a&^ 
Zorsyda entered, fhe faid (he perceived Ibme face^ 
that refemWed Lela Marien : We told hA* thefe were 
the images of the BleflTed Virgm; and the rertegadoV 
as well as lie could, informed het of their fignlficatioti^ 
that ihe might adore them, as if each was aSuaUy-the 
perfon of I^la Marien, who had fpoke to her; (& 
that, having naturally a good underftandiaig, with a^ 
docile and difcerning difpoTition, fhe eafily compre- 
hended what he £iid updn the fubjedk. From thence 
they <;ondu^ed us t€> our lodgings in diiFetent families 
of tlie town ; e rencgatlo, Zorayda, aftfl I, being, 
invited by the Cliriftian' who efcaped with us, to tl^ 
hpufe of hi3 fvuher, who was moderately provided 
with the good .things of thb life,, and treated ti» with 
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tBe fame afFeftion he cxpreflcd- for fcis own fon. Six 
days we tarried at Velcz, durine which the renegadoy. 
having informed himfelf of what was necefTary for 
him to do, went to the city of Grenada, there, by* 
means of the holy inquifition, to be re*admitted inta 
iJie bofom of ou» moft facred church :. the reft of our 
company departed, eadi for hi^own home^ leaving; 
Zorayda and me by ourfelves, deditute of every thing^ 
%uj: the few crowns which flie received from the cour*- 
tefy <jf the French corfair. With part oC thefe L 
bought the animal on which ilie arrived at this inn,, 
and hitherto have cherifhed her with tfa*e afFd£tion or 
a parent, and the fervke of a fijuire,. without ufing 
Ae prerogative of a hufband: we are now upon the 
load to the. place of my nativity, to fee if my fdth&r 
be ft ill alive,, and if either of my brothers has been 
more forunate than myfeif ;: thoagh, a$ Heaven hathi 
made Zorayda my companion for life, fortune coulil 
not have polEbly betlowed upon me any other favour 
which I fhould have valued at fo high a rate. The* 
patiefice with which flbe bears the incionveniences at- 
tending 'poverty, and the zeal (he nnnifefts to be- 
come a Chriftian, is fo great and extraordinary, as tcy 
raife my admiration, and engage me to ferve her d!L 
the days of my life : bur the pleaCure I take in ttiis. 
office, and the profpeft of feeing her mine, is dit- 
tMrbed and perverted, by refle£bing,. that pofEbiy, in? 
my own country, I fhftll not find a corner in which 
I can flielter the itear objeQrof my love;, and that, 
time or death may have made fuch alterations in the: 
fortune and lives o£ my father ami his other <ihil-i- 
dren, that I fliall fcarce meet with a foul tbnt. Icnows; 
me. 

This, gentlemen,, is the fabftance of my. ftoryr, 
whether or not it be agreeable and uneommon, t 
kave to the decifion of your better judgment i: af- 
fiuring you tliat I wifli I could have related^ it n*orer 
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fuccin&ly, though the fear of tiring you hath made 
me fupprefs a good number of circumftances. 

C H A P. XV.' 

Of what further happened at the inn, with many 
other particulars worthy to be known. 

ITERE the captive left ofF fpeakjngj and Don 
.^^ Fernando faidtohim, "Really, fignor captain, 
the novelty of your ftrange adventures is equalled by 
your agreeable manner of relating them. Your whole 
ftory i$ uncommon, furprifijjig, and furl of incidents 
that keep the hearers in admiration and fufpenfe: 
• and fuch is the pleafufe we have received from it, 
that though the narration fliould have (Continued till 
to morrow morning, we fhould rejoice at your be- 
ginning it anew." 

When this compliment was pafled, Cardenio, and 
all the reft of the company, offered to ferve him 
to the utiiioft of their power, with fuch afFeftionate 
.and fincere expreffions of friendfhip, that tlie captive 
was extremely well fatisfied of their, good will. Don 
Fernando, in particular, promifed, that if he would, 
go home with him, his brotlier tlie marquis (hould 
.(land godfather to. Zoraydas and that he, for his 
part, would accommodate him in fuch a manner, 
that he fhould return to the place of his nativity with 
that authority and eafe to which he was entitled by 
his birth and merit. The captive thanked him in the 
moft courteous manner, but declined accepting any 
of his generous offers. 

It was now night, when a coach arrived at the inn, 
-attended by fome men on horfeback, who demanded 
lodging: and the landlady made anfwer, that there 
.was not in the whole houfe an handful of room un« 
engaged. ** Be that as it will," faid one of the horfe- 
.men, who had entered the gate, " there muft be fome 
fo4^id for my lord judge.'* At mention of that name 
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the hoflefs was difturbed, faying, " Signor, the great- 
eft difficulty is my want of beds : but if his lord- 
fhip hath brought one along with him, as I fuppofc 
he hath, he is very welcome to come inj I and my 
huiband will quit our own apartment to accommo- 
date his worihip." " Be it fo,** fard the attendant. 
By this time a perfon had alighted from the coach, 
who, by his garb, immediately fhewed the nature 
of his rank and office; for his long robe, with high 
fleeves tucked up, plainly diftinguiflied him to be a 
judge, as the fervant had afHriiied. He led by the 
hand a young lady, feemingly fifteen years of age, 
drefled in a riding fuit, and fo fprightly, beautiful, 
and genteel, as to raife the admiration of all who be- 
held her : fo that thofe who had hot feen Dorothea, 
Lucinda, and Zorayda, then prefent, would have 
thought it a very difficult talk to find another woman 
of equal beauty. Don Quixote feeing the judge artd 
young iady as they entered, pronounced with great 
Tolemnity, " Your worfliip may fecurely enter and 
recreate yourfelf in this caftle, which, though nar- 
row and inconvenient, there is no narrownefs and 
inconvenience in this world but what will make 
room for arms and letters ; efpecially, if they have for 
their guide and condudlor, fuch beauty as rhat which 
accompanies the letters of your worfhip, in the per- 
fon of that amiable young lady, to whom not only 
callles ought to open and unfold their gates, but aifo 
rocks divide, and mountains bow their heads at her 
approach. Enter, I fay, this paradife, where you 
will find flars and funs to accompany that heaven 
which you have brought hither. Here you will find 
arms in perfection, and beauty ip excefs.^* 

The judge marvelled greatly at this addrefs of the 
knight, whom he earnelUy confidered, no lefs fur- 
prifed at his figure than his words, without knowing 
what reply to make, fo much was he confounded at 
t)oth} when he was relieved by the appearance of 

Lucinda, 


206 the ATCHIEVEMENTTS of 

Lucinda^ Dorothea, and Zorayda, who upon Kearih^^ 
the news of their arrival, and the landlady's defcrip- 
tion of the young beauty, had come out to welcome 
and receive her t the beauteous ladies of the inn wel- 
comed this beauteous damfel y while Doa Fernando, 
Cardenio,. and the curate, paid their compliments ta 
the judge,, in the moil civil and polite terms. He 
was more and more afloniflicd at wPiaj; he faw and 
heard, though he x:ould eafily perceive that his fellow- 
lodgers were pcrfons of rank and confequence : but 
the mien, vifage> and figure of Don Quixote, bafRed 
adl his conjedures. Compliments having thus pafled 
•n all fides, and the conveniences of the ina being 
duly confideredj^ it was agreed, ^ before, that all< 
the ladies ihould fleep together in the forementioned 
apartment) and the men fit in another room to guard, 
them- The judge was very well (atisfied that his- 
daughter (for fuch the youag maiden was) fhould' 
lodge with the other ladies, flie herfelf willingly con* 
fenting to the propofal ^ and what witTi part of the* 
tnnkeeper^s* narrow bed, anvi the half of that which* 
tfie judge brought along with him,, they made (hift 
to pafs the night more agreeably than they expefbed".- 
The c: ^ tive, who, from the. firft moment he be* 
held the judge, felt his heart throb with a fort of in- 
timation, that this was his own brother, alked of one 
©f die fetvants that attended him his mailer's narae,^ 
witb the place of bis nativity. The footman replied^, 
diat his name was the licentiate Juan Perez- de Vied— 
ma J and born^ as he had been informed^ in the 
mountains of Leon.. This information, together with, 
what he himfelf had before ©bferved, confirmed hintr 
in the opinion that he was his brother, who, by his- 
father's advice,, had followed his ftudies* Tranfported. 
with this difcovery, he called afide Don Fernando>^ 
the curate, and Gardeniq, to whom he imparted the 
affair, and affured them that the judge was his owiv 
brother,, by the fervant's report^, fo far. on his way to- 
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the Weft Indies in quality 6f fuprc^c jwd'ge of Mexi- 
co. He underftpod aJfo by the fjtme canal, that tlie 
young lady ^ashiis d«»gh%ei-,. whofc birth Had cod the 
mother her lifev JIikI that hfc was very much enriched 
by his wife*s fortune^ which had been' fettled on the 
children <rf the marriage. The captive^ therefore,. 
confuhed them about the method he ffiould take ta 
make hifnlelf knowny ot rather to be affured before- 
hand, whether^ upon the difcovery, his brother would 
be afliamed of his poverty, or receive him with the. 
bowels of afFeftion. ** Leave that tafk to my con- 
4u€t^ fignor captain, faid the curate ; though there is 
all the rea&rti ih the world to believe that you wilt 
meet with a brothtrl^ reception ; for the vktue apd 
prudence that appear in his courteous demeanour, 
give no indkationB of his being proud and unnatural ; 
but rather declare^ that he knows how. to confider 
the accidents of fortune in the right point of view." 
" Neverthelefs, replied the captive, I would not wjll-' 
ingly difclafe myfelf of a fudden, but prepare him by. 
fonie round-about. in(inuation." " I have already told 
you, anfwered the curate, that I will manage the af- 
feiir to your m actual fatisfa^lion." By this time, the 
-cloth * being laid, and every body fat down to table^* 
lexcept the captive, and. the ladies,, who fupped in 
their own apartment, the curate addrefled him felf to^ 
the judge, faying, " I had once a comrade of your 
lordfhip^s name at Conftantinople,, where Twasa (lave 
for many years. He was one of the brave ft foldiers, 
and beft officers in the Spani-fh infantry ; but his mif- 
fortifjties were equjal to his valour and aUiity." " Dear 
(ir, cried the judge, what was- that officer's name?** 
** He was called Ruy Perez de:Viedm a, replied the 
|)rieft, aiid a native of fome town in the mountains* 
of Leon« He told me a circumilance that happened 

-^ — • — ,^_ — . — »^_ — . — ^ ■ ^ ___... ■ * ■ 

* This is the lecond time thej liave fiit.-ckw^a to fupper xa Dtie 
might* Vide p. 145.. 
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.between his father, two brothers and himfelf, which, 
had it not been aiHrnied by a perfon of his veracity, 
I ihould have looked upon as one of thofe tales which 
old women tell by the fircfide in winter: for he faid 
his father divided his eftate equally among his three 
fo^s^ whom he, at the fame time, enriched with ad- 
vice more falutary than any that ever Cato gave. 
This I know, the choice he made of going into the 
army fucceeded fo well, that in a few years, by his 
gallant behaviour, and without any other afliitance 
than that t)f his extraordinary virtue, he rofc to be 
captain of foot, and faw himfelf in the ftraight road 
of becoming a field officer very foon : but there, 
where he had reafon to expeft the fmilesof fortune, 
(he proved moft unkind, he having loft her, with his 
liberty, on that glorious day of the battle at Lepanto, 
in which it was found by fo many Chriftians. I was 
taken in the goleta, and, after various viciilitudes, 
.we happened to be fellow- flaves at Conflantinople, 
from whence he was tranfported to Algiers, where 
he met with one of the ftrangeft adventures that ever 
was known." 

Thea the curate briefly recapitulated the ftory of 
Zorayda, to which the judge liftened with more at- 
tention than ever he had yielded on the bench*. But 
the priefl brought it no farther, than the period when 
the French corfairs plundered the Chriftians who were 
in the bark; defcribing the poverty and diftrefs to 
which they had reduced his comrade and the beauri- 
J'ul Moor J and obferving that he did not know what 
further befeUthem, nor whether they had arrived in 
Spain, or been carried into France. 

The captive ftood at fome diilance behind, liften- 
ing to what the curate faid, and obferving the emo- 

* A judge in Spanifli if .^called Oyder» i. c. Hearer, and the origi- 
nal literally tranilated i»,. " The hearer was never fa much an hearer 
before* 

tions 
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tions of his brother, who feeing that the curate had 

made an end of his ftory» uttered a profound figh, 

faying, while the tears gufhed from his eyes, " O 

fignor ! if you knew how nearly I am concerned in 

what you have ralated, you would not wonder at 

thefe tears, which, infpite of all my fortitude and dif- 

cretion, trickle from mine eyes. That valiant captain 

whom you have meiuioncd is my father's eldeil fon, 

who, being more brave and noble-minded than my 

youngeft * brother and mc, chofe the honourable 

exercife of arms, which was one of the three paths 

propofed by our father in his advice, as you fecm to 

have been informed by your companion in adverfity. 

I followed that of letters, in which God hath been 

pleafed to reward my diligence with that ilation which 

you fee I now maintain : my younger brother is at 

piefent in Peru, fo rich that his remittances to my 

father and me have made large amends for the fmall 

fum he carried with him at firft ; and even enabled 

the old gentleman fully to indulge his liberal difpo* 

fition, impowering me alfo to profecute my (ludie?) 

with more honour and decency, until I acquired the 

pod I now enjoy. My father is flill alive, though 

daily pining with the defire of hearing from his elded 

fon, and putting up petitions to Heaven, inccflantly, 

that his own eyes may not be clofcd for ever, until he 

fliall have feen thofe of his firft-born in life. What 

gives me a great deal of furprife is, that a perfon of 

his difcretion Ihould, in the midft of fuch trouble and 

affliftion, or even in his profperity, omit writing to 

his father ; for if he, or either of us, had known his 

fituation, he fhould have had no occafion to wait for 

the miracle of the cane, in obtaining his liberty 5 but, 

at prefent, the uncertainty of his fate gives me thfe 

greateft concern, as it is doubtful whether thofe 

"i-i n il." tll»l ■ ■ ' ■■■ 

• Cervantes fcems to have forgot that the judge was the youngtft 
of the three brothers, the fccond having gone to the ladi;.*» 

French 
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French have fct him at liberty, or taken away his life, 
to conceal their robbery. This apprchenlioii will 
convert the joy and fatisfaftion with which I under- 
took my journey, into melancholy and defpondence. 
O my dear brotlier ! would to Heaven I knew vsrhere 
thou art, that I might go and free thee from all 
trouble and*affli£Kon, thougli at the expcnce of my 
own. Who fhall carry the news of thy being alive 
to our aged father; that, although thou art fhut up 
in the deepeft dungeon of Barbary, thou mayeft be 
delivered by my brorher*s riches, and my own ! O 
generous and lovely Zorayda \ who fhall requite thy 
benevolence to my brother, be prefenc at the regene- 
ration of thy foul, and affift at the nuptials which 
would afford foch pleafure to us all I** 

Thcfe, and nwmy other exclamations, Ac judge 
pronounced with fuch iymptoms t)f forrow, al: the 
news he had received of his brother, that all die 
hearers fympathized with him in tihe expreflions of 
his grief. The curate, feeing every thing fucceed to 
his own cxpeftation and the captain's dcfire, was 
unwilling to protraft the judge's anguifh, amd die 
impatience of the whole company; fo rifing from 
the table, and going into the other apartment^ he 
led out Zorayda, who was fiallowed by Lucinda^ 
Dorothea, and the young lady lately arrived ; then, 
taking in his other hand the captive, who ftood 
waiting to fee what he intended, he went into the 
room, where the judge and the rell of the gentle- 
men fat, and prefenting them both, faid, ** Dry 
yourtears^ my lord'jud^e, and enjoy the completion 
of your wifh ; behold your worthy brother, and vir- 
tuous fifter-in4aw: this is captain Vicdma, and 
that the beautiful Moor who behaved fo generoufly to 
him in his diflrefs : the French corfairs have reduced 
them to this extrf-mity, that you may have an op- 
portunity of difplaying the liberality of your noble 
breaXlJ' 

Tha 
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The Captive mi to embrace his brother, »who kept 
him off with both hands fixed on his fhoulders, that 
he might confider him tlie more attentively ; but no 
fooner did he recolle£l his features, than he flew into 
his arms and fhed a flood of tears of joy, while the 
greateft part of thofe who were prefent wept in con- 
cert at the affefting fcene. The expreflious of both 
the brothers, and their mutual demonfl rations of af- 
feftion, are, 1 believe, fcarce to be conceived^ muck 
kk deicribed. They briefly- recounted tlieir adven- 
tures to each other, and manifefted the genuine flame 
of fraternal affeftion. There the judge embraced* 
Zorayda, making her a tender of all hb wealth ; 
there he commanded his daughter to receive her 
with open arms; there the. mutual careiTcs of the 
beautiful Chriftian and lovely Moor renewed the 
tears of the whole company \ thers Don Q^iixote 
filemly obfigrVcd thefe furprifing accidents, which he 
Wholly attributed to xkc chimeras of knight-errantry ;, 
Atre it '^^s concerted that the captive and Zo-^ 
tayda 'fliouM retam fo Sevil with his brother, from 
whence ^hey could advertife their father of the liber* 
fy and artWal of his fon 5 that iht old gentleman, be- 
SigiWIl able to undertake fuch ;i journey, might come 
and be pti^fem at the baptifm and nuptials of bis; 
daughter- iti -law ; as it would be impcmble for the 
JHidge to go fiir out of his way, becauie he wna 
itiformed that in a month the flota would fet fail. 
from.Sevil fot Ne^ Spain; and it would be ex- 
tremely inconvenient for him ta k)fe his palTage. 
In fliort, the whole company were exceedingly re- 
joiced at the captive's good fortune ; and two-thirds 
of the night being already exhauiled,, they agreed to 
retire and repofe themfclvcs during the remaining 
part of it ; while Don Quixote undertook to guard 
the caftfe from the aflaulrs of any giant or wicked 
adventurer that might poflibly covet the vaft treafure 
of beauty which it contained. Thofe of his ac- 
quaintance 
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qualntance thanked him for his courteous offer,! 
and afterwards gave an account of his ftrange difor-j 
der to the judge, who was not a little diverted wltl 
the detail of Lis extravagance. Sancho Panza a)on$| 
was diitraftcd at their fitting up fo late ; though, it 
point of lodging, he was better accommodated than3 
all the reft ; tor he made his bed of the furniture o£l 
his afs, which coft him fo dear,' as will hereafter be| 
fcen. 

The ladies having retired to their apartment, andl 
every other perfon difpofed of himfelf as tolerably as| 
he could, Don Quixote went out to keep guard at 
the caflle-gate, according to his proraife ; and a little 
before morning, the ladies were ferenaded by a voice 
fo clear and -well tuned, as to attraft the attention 
of them all, efpccially of Dorothea, who was awake, 
and lay in the fame bed with Donna Clara de Vi- 
cdma, the Judjge-i daughter. Nobody could . imagine 
who the finger was, the voice beibg fingle, and un- 
accompanied by any inftrument, and feemui? to 
Come fometimes from theitable, and fometimes from 
the court-yard. While they liftencd with equ^ fur- 
prife and attention, Cardenio came to the door, 
faying, ** You that are not afleep, take notice, and 
you will hear the voice of a mule-driver, who 
chaunt^ moft enchantingly/' When Dorothea told 
him that they had heard it already, he went away, 
while (he, employing her whole attention, when he 
began to fing again, could plainly diftinguiOi the foU 
lowing words : 


CHAP- 
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CHAP. XVI. 

« 

The agreeable ftory of the young muleteer, with 
many other ftrange incidents that happened in 
the inn. 

I. 

npOSS'D in a feaof doubts and fears, 
'•' Love's haplefs mariner, I fail, 
Where no inviting port appears 
To fcreen me from the itormy gale. 

II. 

Atdiftance view'd, a cheering ftar 
Con(;lu£ts me thro' the fwclling tide ; 

A brighter luminary, far, 
Than Palinurus e'er defcry'd, 

III. 

My foul attracted by its blaze, 
Still follows where it points the way,. 

And while attentively I gaze, 
Confiders not how far I ftray. 

IV. 

But female pride referv'd and fiiy. 
Like clouds that deepen on the day. 

Oft fhroud it from my longing eye. 
When moft I need the genial ray. 

V. 

O lovely ftar, fo pure and bright ! 

Whofe fplendour feeds my vital fire. 
The moment thou deny'ft thy light, 

Thy loft^ adorer will expire ! 

Here the mufician paufing, Dorothea thought it 
was pity Clara (hould not hear fuch an excellent 
voice ; therefore, by gently jogging, flie waked her, 
faying. ** I a(k pardon, my dear Clara, for difturbing 
you 5^ut my intention, in fo doing, was to regale 
you with one of the beil voices that ever you heard.* 

Claw, 
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Clara, being ftill half afleep, did not at firft under- 
ftand what fhe faid> which, at her defire, Dorothea 
repeated ; and the young lady liftened accordingly : 
but fcarce had (i\t heard t vo lines of the fong, which 
was now refumed, when fhe began to tremble as vio- 
lently as if fhe had been feized with a fevcre fit of 
the ague, faying, while (he hugged Dorothea, " Ah ! 
dear lady of my life and foul, why did you wake me ? 
The greateft favour that fortune could at prefent be- 
ftow, would be to keep both my eyes and ears faft 
fhut, that I might neither fee nor hear that unfor- 
tunate mu'fician." " What do you mean, my dear 
child ? anfwered Dorothea ; confider what you fay, he 
that fings is a young muleteer." ^' Ah, no ! replied 
Clara, he is a young gentleman of great fortune, and 
fo much mailer of my heart, that unlefs he quits it 
of his own accord, it (hall remain eternally in his 
poflefiion." Dorothea was furprifed at this paflionate 
declaration of fuch a young creature, who feemed to 
have fo much more fenfibility than could be expefted 
from her tender years ; and faid to her, ** Truly, 
Donna Clara, you talk in fuch a manner, that I do 
not {jnderfland you. Pray, explain yourfelf, and tell 
me the meaning of thofe expreflions, about fortune, 
and heart, and that mufician, whofe voice hath 
thrown you into fuch diforder : but fay no more at 
prefent ; for I would not, by attending to your 
tranfports, lofe the pleafure of hearing the finger, 
who now feems to be tuning his voice, and preparing 
to give. us ariotlkr fong" •" With all my heart,'* 
faid Clara, flopping her ears with her fingers, to 
the further admiration of Dorothea, who, liftening 
attentively, heard the mufician proceed in thefe 
words : . . ^ ■ 
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. I- 

A Spiring hope, thou, unconfinM, 
•^^ Purl'u'fl ih' iVn aginary ,path, 
Thro' woods) and rocks, and Waves combind^ 
Defying danger, toil, and 3eath. 

II. 

Ko laurel iliall adorn his brow, 

No happinefs the fluggard crown. 
Who tamely can to fortune bow, 

And fl umber on th' inglorious down« 

III. 
The joys unmatch'd beftowM by love. 

Can never be too dearly priz'dj 
For, undeny'd examples prove 

What's cheaply bought is foon defpis'4 

IV. 
Succefs, by the confenting fair, 
_ Is oft to perfeverance given ; 
Then wherefore fliould my foul defpair 
Of mounting from this earth to heaven ? 

Here the voice ended : and Clara's figns beginning 
afrefli, kindled Dorothea's curiofit.y to know the cauie 
of fuch agreeable mufic and grievous lameiitajion \ 
(lie therefore now defired to hear what her bedfellow 
had before proffered to. impart : then Clara, .fearful 
of b^ing overheard by Lucirida> crept clofcito Do- 
rothea, and applying her mouth to lier ear, fo that 
Ihe could fecurely fpeak without being perceived, 
"Dear Madam, faid,flie, that finger is the fon of an 
Arragonian getleman, who is lord of two towns, and 
when at court, lives opppfite to nay father's houfe : 
and although our windows are covered with canvas 
in winter, and lattices in fummer, I know not how 
this young gentleman, while he profecuted his flu- 
dies, got fight of me, either at church, or fome- 
where elfe; and in fhort, being fmitten, difclofed his 
pailion from the windows of his own apartment, by 

fo 

8: 
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fo many tears and (ignificant expreflianSi that I be- 
lieved him fincere, and even loved him in my turn, 
without knowing the nature of my own defires. 
Among other iigns,* he made that of joining his 
handsy giving me to underfland that he would take 
me to wife ; and though I (hould have been extremely 
glad to comply with that propofal, as I was' alone 
and motherleft, I had nobody to confult, and there- 
fore let it reft, without granting him any other fa- 
vour, except (when his father and mine were 
abroad) that of lifting up the canvas or lattice, that 
he might have a more perfcft view of my perfon ; 
and this condefcenfion always tranfported him fo 
much, that I was afraid he would have run ftark 
mad with joy : in the raidft of this commerce, the 
time of my father's departure drew hear, of which 
being informed, though not by me, fori never had an 
opportunity of telling him, he fell fick, as I under- 
Uand, of grief; fo that, when we fet ouf, I coiild 
not fee him, as I wiflied, to indulge one j>arting 
look: but having travelled tv/o days, juft as I en- 
tered the place at which we lodged laft night, I per- 
ceived him (landing at the gate, difguifed fo naturally 
in the habit of a muleteer, that it would have been 
impofRble for me to know him, had not hU image 
been fo deeply imprinted on my foul. The fight of 
him filled me with joy and furprife ; and he gazed 
upon me by Health, unperceived by my father, 
from whom he always conceals his face, when he 
crofles the road before me, or is obliged to appear 
at the inns where we lodge ; knowing therefore who 
he is, and that he travels on foot, undergoing fo 
much hardfhip and fatigue for love of me, I am half 
dead with grief and anxiety, and wherefocver he fcts 
his feet, there I fix my pitying eyes : I know not 
what he intends by thus following me,' nor how 
he could manage to efcape from his father, who 
loves him tenderly, becaufe he has no heir but him ; 

and 
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-and' the young g^ntlenum defervcs .«H hie afieftica, 
^w jctVL will parceiviC when you fee.hici. I canrnore^ 
kkwr affure yaij, .wlwt h^ .fiagsris the prpduft of his 
owri head ; for' t have been told -that he is a great 
fcholar, and an e«cellent .poet : every time ]^ behold 
Iiim, or hdar him fiogi 1 ftart and tremble from head 
-to foot, being afraid that he will be known by my 
.father, and th\is our mutual love be difcovered 5 foi^, 
.though I rtever fpoke to him in,my life, my pafiion ^ 
fo vibknf , that without him I mall not be ^We tp 
live. This, dear madam, is. all T c;in fay. concerning 
that muHcian, whofe voice hath given you fuch plea- 
fure ; and is aloa^ fuf&cientrto convince you, that he 
is not a mukteer). but the lord x)f towns and hearts, 
as I have dfifcribeil him." 

" Enough^ Don^a Ckra (feid "Dorothea, kifling 
her with great afTeftion').: itay no more 5 but w^it . 
with patience till the approach of a naw day, when 
I hope in God, to manage matters 'fo well, as to 
bring fuch a virtuous beginning to an happy end.*' 
^ Ah, madam ! replied the- young lady, what happy 
•end can be expeflted, feeing his father is ,a ;nan of 
fuch rank -»id fortune, that he w^uld think rae un- 
worthy, to b^ the fervant,' m.uch lefs the wife of his 
ion? aud.as to marrying him without xny own fa- 
ther's confent, I would not do, it for the whole uni- 
/verfe. All I deftre is, that the young gentleman 
would iTeturn 5 perhaps his abfe^cei and the length 
.of the journey we have undertaken, will alleviate the 
^xteafinefs I at prefent feel,» though, I n>uft own, I jje- 
licrt that remedy wiir have fball eflcft. I cannot 
conceive what the deuce is the jnatter with me; nor 
. how thi^ fame love got entrance into my heart, con- 
;fidcriog how young we both are;, for I really be- 
lieve we are of the fame aje,. and my father fays, 
that till Michaelmas next, I fhall not be fixteen." 
Dorothea could not help, laughing at thefe inn6cent 
obfervations, of Donna Clara, to whom ihe faid. 

Vol. II. ' L '' Ut 
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^ Let us fleep, my dear, during tb^ little that I be^* 
litre remains of the night : God will gr^nt us a new 
.day, and if my (kill rails me not, every thing wiM 
Xucceed to our wifli.** 

The*, accordingly went to reft, and a general 
iilence prevailed over the whole houfe, in which there 
-was not a foul awake, except the inn-keeper's daugh- 
ter and her maid Maritornes, who, by this time, 
"being acquainted with the extravagant humour of 
Don Quixote, and knowing that he was then with- 
out the gate, keeping guard in arms, and on horfo> 
back, determined to play fome trick upon him, or, at 
Jeafl, divert themfelves in liftening to his folly. 

The inn chancing to have no window nor opening 
towards the field, but a hole through which they took 
In their ftraw ; this pair of * demi^adies there, took 
l!heir ftation, and obferyed Don Quixote, who fat 
on horfe-back, leaning upon his lance, and breathing 
from time to tim^ fuch profound and doleful fighs, 
as feemed to tear his very foul : they likewife heard 
him pronounce, in a foft, complacent, and amorous 
tone, " O my dear miitrefs, Dulcinea-del Tobofo ( 
thou perfe£lion of beautv, fcope and fum-total of diC- 
cretion, cabinet of gooa humour, depofitory of vir- 
tue, and lailly, the idea of all that is ufeful, chafte, 
and dele£^abie in this l^fe ! in what art thou at pre- 
fent employed ? Art thou reflcding upon thy cap- 
tive knight, who voluntarily fubje&s himfelf to fuch 
dangers, with the fole view of ferving thee ? Give 
me fome information of my love, thou three-faced 
luminary! who now, perhaps, with envious eyes, 
beholdeft her walking through fome gallery of her 
fumptuous palace, or leaning over iome oalcony, 
revolving in her mind, how, without impairing the 
delicacy of her honour, (he may afluage the torments 


* In the orijpaal iScim-PpMcUiu, equivalent to the modera term 
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that this heart endures on iier accotint ; how (he 
niay crown my fufferings with glory ; mj care with 
comfort I in fine^ my death with new life, and my 
fervicc with reward : and thou fun, who by this time 
muft be bufy in hameffing thy fteeds to light the 
world, and to enjoy the fight of*^ her iirfio is me fove* 
reign of my foul, I intr^at thee to falute her in m^ 
behalf; but in thy falutation, beware of touching 
her amiable countenanqe, eife I (hall be more jealous 
of thee than ever thoi/ waft of that nimble ingrate, 
who made thee fweat fo much along the plains of 
Theflaly, or banks of Pencus ^ for I do tiot re^ 
member through which thou ran'ft^ fo jealous and 
enamoured.'- 

So far had the knight proceeded in tins piteous 
exclamation, when the inn-keeper's daughter whi& 
pcred foftly, ** Sir knight, will your worfhip be 

{leafed to come this way ?** « Hearine this invitation^ 
e lifted up his eyes, and bv the light of the moon, 
which was then in full (plendor, perceived vthent 
beckon to him f ronv the ftraw hole, which he mif- 
took for a window, adorned witli gilded bars, fuit- 
able to the grandeur of fuch a magnificent caflle as 
the inn appeared : then his crazy imagination in- 
ftantly faggefted, as before, that the beauteous dam- 
fel, daughter of the conftable, being captivated by 
his perfon, intended again to folicit his love. On 
this fuppofition, that he might not feem difcourteous 
or ungrateful, he turned Rozitiante, and riding up 
to the hole, no fooner perceived the two lafles, than 
he faid, " 1 am extremely concerned, moft beautiful 
lady, that you have fixed your amorous inclinations 
where it is impoffible they ihould meet with that 
return which -is due to your rank and <{ualifications } 
but you ought not to impute your difappointment 
to any fault in me, whom love hath rendered inca- 
pable of yielding my heart to any other but to her, 
who at £r{t fight took abfolute pofieflion of my foul. 

L « Par j 


»20 Hie ATCHIEVtMENTS of 

Pardon my refufal, honoured nqiadani^ and retire to 
your apartment, without feeding to explain your 
Sentiments more fully,, that I ih^y not appear infeii- 
£ble or ungratefuf; and if your love can find in me 
jhe power of giving you ^ny o^her fort of ratisfa£kion9 
you may freely command my fervice^ for.I fwe^r by 
itijit abfent and amiable enemy of mirie» to gratify 
your wiih immediately y even, if you fhould deBre to 
Lave a lock of Medula^s hair, wl ;ch was altogether 
compofed of (hakes, or the.rays of the fun confined 
}Xi a vial. ^ . _ ., 

" Sir knight, anlwered MaVitornes, my lady has 
no occafion for either of thefe things.** " What "then 
is your lady's pleafure, difcrect Duenna ?" refumed 
riie knight* * Only the favour of one of your beau- 
tiful hands, replied. Maritornes, with which flie may, 
in fome meafurc, indulge the longing dcfire that 
brought her to this ftraw-hole, fo much to the danger 
of her reputation, that if flie fhould be detefted 
by her father, the firft flice of his indignation would 
coft her an ear at leaft." . ** I would fain fee hira 
^ake that liberty, faid Don Quixote ; but he will take 
care to refrain from any fuch a£ls of barbarity, uu- 
i^fs he ha^ a mind I fhould »bring him. to the mofl 
calamitous exit that ever happened to. a father, for 
having laid violent hands upon the delicate members 
^{ his enamoured daughter." . 

Maritornes concluding that he would certainly 
g^ Mt the requefl, and having already determined on 
what fhc was to do, ran down to the flable, and laid 
Jiold of the halter belonging to Sancho's afs, with 
which fhe infbmtly returned, jufl when Don Quixbtc 
had made ihif t to fet his feet on the faddle tKat he 
might reach the gilded window, at which he imapn- 
ed the wounded damfel was flanding: prefentmg 
therefore his hand, " Receive, madam,*' faid he, " tliat 
hand, or rather that chaftifer of all evil-doers; re- 
ceive, I fay, that h<md, whichi wa^ never touched by 

any 
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any cdier woman, not even by her who is in poC* 
fembn of my whole bocly. I do riot prcient it to h€, 
kiffkd 'y but th^t you* may contemplate the contex- 
ture of its nerves, thr knittings of the mufcles, the* 
feirge and f welling veins ^ from whence yon may 
conjefture what raength muft refide ill the arm to' 
which it belongs.** .** That we fhall fee prefently,'* 
faid Maritomes, wjio having made a running knot 
on the halter^ nxed it upon his wrFfl:, and defcend- 
mg from the hole> ftiade faft the otijer end to the' 
bolt of the-hay loft dodr. The knight feeling 
the roughncfi of thi-s bracelcty feid, ** Your ladyftip 
feems to rafp rather than to clafp my hand : do not 
treat it fo cruelly ; for it is not to blame for what 
you fuffer from my inclination ; nor is it juft that 
fuch a fmaU part mpuld bear the whole brunt of 

Jour indignation : confidcr that one who is fiich i» 
riend to love> ought not to be fo attached to re-^ 
Tenge. 

All theite expoftulations of Don Quixote were ut-- 
Jered in vain \ for as foon as I^Iaritornes had tied hipr^ 
up, fhe and her companion', ready to expire witl^ 
^ughing, left him faftcned in fuch a manner, that \t 
was impoffible for him to get loofe : thus, while h^ 
ftood on ^ozinante's fcacKj with his wholte armj 
diruft up into the ftraw-hofe, and faft tied to thd 
bolt of xkt door, he was \n the utmoft apprehenfioii 
and dread, tliat if his ifiorfe fliould make t|ie leaft 
piotioh to either fidq, he muft lofe his fupport, and 
the weight of his whole body hang by one arm ; ft> 
that he durft not venture to ftir j though he might 
have expe<[^e^, from the patience and peaceful difpofi*' 
tion ofRozinante, that he would ftand motidnlcfs for 
a v^rhole century. In ifhort, finding himfelf thu^ 
iucked up, and the ladies vanifhed, he imagine<^ 
that the whole had been efFefted by the power of en- 
chantment, which he had experienced once before,, 
m that fame caftle, when he was belaboured by th^ 

L. 3 enchant**- 
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enchanted Moor of a carrier ; ana curfed, witiiii 
bimfelf> his want of condud and difcrction, in enters 
ing a fecond time that fortrefs in which he had fared 
ib ill at firft } it being a maxim among knights- 
errant, that when they prove an ^dventure^ ^riuiout 
^ccefs, they conclude it is referved for another^ 
and therefore think it unneceflary to make a fe- 
cond triaU Neverthelefsy he pulled with intention 
to difengage his arm, but he was fo well fecured, 
that all his efforts were inefFedual: true it is he 
pulled with caution, that Rozinante might not be 
difturbed ; and though he had a longing defire of 
fitting down upon the faddle again, he found that 
he muft either continue in his prefent upright pof- 
ture, or part with his hand : then he began to wifh 
for the fwordof Amadis, againft which no enchant- 
inent could prevail ; then curfed his fortune ; then 
exaggerated the lofs which the world would fuf- 
fain, while he remained enchanted, as he firmly be- 
lieved himfdf to be; then he reiieded anew upon 
his beloved Dulcinea «<:! Tobofo ; then he called to 
his trufty fquire Sancho Panza, who, ftretched upon 
the pannel of his afs, and buried in fleep, at that 
inftant, retained no remembrance of the mother that 
bore him \ then he implored the affiftance of the 
two C-'c^es Lirgando and Alquife \ then he invoked 
his good friend Urganda, for fuccour in his diftrefs : 
and in fine, the morning found him in that fituation^ 
ib diftrafled and perplexed, that he roared aloud 
like a bull, without expe£iing that the day would 

£ut an end to this difafter, which he thought would 
e eternal, believing himfelf afiually enchanted i 
and this opinion was confirmed, by his feeing that 
Rozinante fcarce ofiered to ftir; for he was per- 
ifuaded, that in this manner, without eating, drink- 
ing, or fleeping, he and his horfe would continue 
atncil the evil influence of the ftars £hould pafs over^ 

or 
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tft {bme other fage of fuperior ikill difengage them 
from their enchantment. 

But for once he was miftaken in his calculation > 
for day had fcarce begun ti> dawn, when four men 
on horfeback arrived at the inn, well mounted and 
accoutred with carabines hanging at their faddle-bows: 
the knight perceiving from the place, where, in fpite 
o£ his misfortune, he dill kept guard, that they 
thundered for entrance at the gate, which was dill 
ihut, called in an arrogant and haughty tone, 
•• Knights or fquires, or whofoever you are, you 
Ifave no bufmefs to make fuch a noife at the gate of 
this caftle ; for it is very plain, that either the peo- 
ple within are alleep, or unaccuftomed, at thefe 
hours, to open the fortrefs, which you cannot enter 
before the fun rife^ Retire, therefore, and wait un- 
til the day be further advanced, and then we ihall 
fee whether <x not you have any title to be ad- 
mitted. 

•* What the devil of a fortrefs or caftle is this, 
that we muft obfcrve fuch ceremony !*' faid one o£ 
the company r ** if you are the inn-keeper, order fome- 
body to open the door : we are all travellers, and 
only want to bait, that we may forthwith proceed on 
our journey ; for we are in hafte." ** Gentlemen,'* 
replied Don Quixote, *^ do you think I refemble an, 
innkeeper ?" " I don't know what you refejnble,'*- 
anfwered the other ; " but this I know, that you talk 
nonfenfe, in calling this inn a caftle." " A caftle it. 
is," cried the knight, " and one of the beft in this pro- 
vince; nay, at this very inftant, it contains thofe 
who have wore crowns on their heads, and wielded 
feeptres in their hands,*' " Or rather the reverfe,**^ 
faid the traveller : ^'that is, the fceptre on the heady 
and crown in the hand * ; but perhaps, there may, 

* Alluding to the deJinquents, who were branded and marked 
jfuth thefe figure*. 
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be within fomc company of droller? who' foequently 
wear thefc crowns and fccptres you'ineiftion; jfor 
(iithcrwife, in fiKh a foiTy inn, without any fort 'of 
noife or ftir, I caiMiot belfeve tiva^ any perfbtis of fucfi' 
note would lodg-e/* " You know litUc of th« world/* 
replied Don Quix6fc, ** fince ybu arc fo ignorant oF 
tlie events thatlianpen in knight-errantry.? 

The ct^er hori:;nen, bckig tirred with this dialogue 
that p.ifitd between th6 knight and their companion, | 
began again to knock and bawl with fuch vocifera-. 
tion» that the landlord and alt the perfons in, the iiin. 
waking, rc''i to (ce who called fo furioufly: about' 
this time, one of the horfca belonging to tjie travel- 
lers, drew near, and fin^lled at Rozinantc, w4m>, fad, 
and melancholy, with his ears hanging down, ftood' 
fupporting his outftretched mafter, without iltrring ^ 
but at length, being made of flefh, though he feemed 
to have been carved out of a blockj he was fenfiUe 
of the civility, and turned about to repay the compIi-» 
ment to the courteous (Iranger ; and £carce had he 
^ovied one (le^, when both his mafter's £cet iln^ing^ 
frbm the faddle, he would have tumbled to the 
ground, had ht not hung by his arm, which endured 
fucii torture in the fliock, that he verily beHeved it: 
was cut off by the writtj or torn away by the flioul* 
dcr. He was fufpended fo low,, that the tops of hia 
toes ah oft touched the g*' v--,nd ; a circtimftance that * 
iflcreaied his calamity^ tor feding how little he 
wanted of being firmly fuftained, M ftrctchdd and 
fetigued himftff Vt'ith etideavouring to ict hi* feet 
upon the ground, like thofe li^retches, who, in under- 
going the ftrappa^o, bfemg hoifted up a very little 
fpacCj increafe Iheit 6v^tA torment by their ea^er ef- 
forts to lengthen thdr bodies, snilled by Uxe vnisi hope 
of reaching the gtoundE 
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▲ jcoQtInualion of tljs furprt/tng ey^t^ tba^ h^ 

pencd in .the inn. 

TT^CjN Quixote a^ually m<id^ iuqh a hicjcous put- 
-*-^ cry, Aat d^ mn^k.eepcr ppened tjje door, and. 
jajn out to ice wh^t w?^ the nii^tt^r ; while the ftran-- 
;ers tl>at re<n^ine4 wii;hout weire jno ^efs aftoniflied it 
M hjellqwing. ^ Marit^rnQS being s^Ifp wpkeH by the 
ilpux^ noife, cpi^e&ured what might be jhe cafe, and 
j^oing ftraigh^ to the hay-lQft» wi^hwt beirg per- 
sxiv.ed, untied t^e haltqr tha^ fuftained him, fo that 
.the Jknight came to the ground, in fight of the land- 
Jord and flir^ngers, who running up., a(ked what wajs 
the niatter wiA hini, and where/prc be cried fo vio— 
J^ntly ? Without anfw€;rin[g one wpr^^ he loofed thp 
jfc£;ther from his wxift, m^ rifing up, nioupted Ro^V 
nante, braced his target, couched hi? lance, jarid 
mfidng a pretty lajrge ciisQuit in th'e fielc^ returneil 
pi a hal^ gallqpj pronouncing with ^reat ertiphafis, 
*f Ijf any perfpn wjiatever .fayeth, that I have jiiftly 
Offered enchantment, I here^ with the perniiflion of 
my lady princefe MiconHcona, give him tlie lie, chal- 
j^iige,. ^d defy hirn tp fingle cpmbfit."^ 

The trasreljers wqre amazed at his words; biit 

,^^r a4pnifhment abatedj, >vhei) th^ inn-keeper tord 

to&tn who Don Quixote ;was, pbi^srvihg that the^ 

-Oilght not to mind what he did, becajife he was dif* 

.prdered in his brain : th^y thqn ^fk.ed if h- hgjJ fcen 

su youth abou.t fifteen ye^s .pf age> drelTed like a 

jiopng muleteer, with. fu^h and mgh' rn^irbj, giving 

.an exa(Sfc defcription of Ponna'CIaja's lover. * 'fha 

landlord anfwered, there WQ^e fo many people hi 

^his hou^e, that he- could not poifilxly cHllinguiiii 

^e perfon for whom they enq,u'i-re,d » but Qr\e 6f 

^hem perceiving . the judge,s goa<;h, ^* He muft cer- 

'^.tpin^y ^ l>ejq^ (aid ]^c 3 for this is.'tj^e co^(?hL> -which. 
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they faj he followed : let one of us (lay at the door, 
and the reft go in to fearch for him ; it will alfo be 
proper that one go round the whole houfe, to pre» 
Tent his efcaping oter the yard-wall. This plan 
Jbeing agreed upon^ two of them entered the inn, 
another remained at the door, and the fourtli rode 
round the honfe to reconnoitre ; while the* landlord 
obferving every thing that pafled, could not con- 
ceive At meaning of all this care^arid diligence^ 
althou^ he believed they were in fearch of the 
'youth whom they had defcribed. By this time it 
was clear day-light, and upon that account, as well 
as in confequence of Don Quixote's roaring, all the 
company were awake, and got up, efpecially Donna 
Clara and Dorothea, who had flept very little- 
.that night \ the firft being difturbed and alarmed, 
by rcfle£Hng that her lover was fo near, arid the 
other kept awake by the defire of feeing this pre* 
tended muleteer. 

Don Quixote feeing that none of the travellers 
took the leaft notice ot him, or made any anfwer to 
his defiance, was tranfported with rage and vexation ; 
and if he could have recolle£ted any law of chivalry, 
aathorifing a knight-errant to undertake another 
enterprife, while lie was under promife and oath 
to abftain from any adventure, till that in which 
lie was engaged was already atchieved ; he would 
have afiaulted them all together, and forded them to 
reply, contrary to * their inclination j but thinking 
It was neither expedient ndr jtift to begin a new en- 
terprife, until he "had re^eftabliflied the princeft 
Micomicona on her throne; he clofe to be filent,. 
wsuting to fee the effeds of that diligence pra£^ifed by 
the. new comers, one of whom fbund the youth they 
came ia queft of, fleeping by the fide of a muleteer^ 
and little dreaming that any body was in fearch of 
him ; much lefs that he was in any danger of being 
di&ovtrcd. The man^ however^ Oook him by the 
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aYm, faying, ** Truly, fignor Don Lewis, diis is at 
tery fuitable drefs for one of your quality^ and the 
bed in which you now lie, extremely well ad;(pted to 
the tendernefs and delicacy in which your mother 
brought you up.'* 

The youth rubbed his fleepy eyes, and looking 
ftedfaftly at the perfon who held him by the arm,, no 
fooncr perceived that he was one of his father's fer- 
Tants, than he was fo much furprifed and confounded, 
that for a good while he could not fpeak one word : 
while the domeftic proceeded, faying, " At prefent, 
Don Lewis, there is nothing elfe to be done, but 
to exert your patience, and return home, if you are 
hot refolyed that your father and my lady (hall viHt 
the other world ; for nothing elfe can be expe£ted 
from their anxiety at your abfence." •* How did 
my father get notice that I travelled this road, and 
in this habit ?" faid Don Lewis. " A ftudent, res- 
pited the fervant, to whom you imparted your inten* 
tion, was fo much moved bv the forrow that took 
pofleilion of your parents the moment you were 
miiTed, that he difclofed your fcheme to your father, 
who indantly difpatched four of his domeftics in 
fearch of you 5 and we ate all here, at your fervice, 
infinitely rejoiced that we have now an opportunity 
of returning fpeedily, and carrying you back to the 
longing eyes of thofe by whom you are fo much be- 
loved- ** That may depend upon my own will and 
the appointment of heaven," faid the young noble- 
man. V What ihould you will, or heaven ordain^ 
but your immediate return, which indeed you cannot 
poffibly avoid." 

AU this converfation was overheard by the mule- 
teer with whom Don ,Lewi« lay, who got up imme- 
tliately, and going to Don Fernando, Cardenio, and 
the ladies, who were already drefled, told them how 
the man called his fellow-fervant Doi, and com:nu« 
sicated every thiitg i^zt j^afled between thein» cptb- 
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csertiing the doifieiUc'ls propofal 'of conducting hinn 
iMdne ag^tn^ and the joixth 6 refufal to cbitipiy ixritK 
kis; defire. Tkts titkforiB&tion) together with the knaw;- 
kdge of that fweet voice with which Heaven ha4 en** 
dowed him, excited in all the ccrrrpany a dc&rc o£ 
knowing more pavticulafly v^ho he w-as^ a^d even of 
ftffiiting him, fhould they o&r afty violenoe to kis in^ 
cHnation : for this p^irpofe, therefoFC^ they repaired 
to "die place whei'e he ftill ftoedj taUung and di(^ut-> 
irig with his fs^th^'s iervant. At the lame tinic,. 
Dorothea coming out of her apartment, foUo^wed by 
Ddnna Clara, in tSi^ utmbft confufion, called Car* 
denio afidc;, and briefly related to him tke ftory of 
the mufician and the judge 'l^ daughter: and he, in 
his turn, informed her of what pafied on the arriv^ 
Df his fadnfr's fervants,^ This he fpoke not io foftly^. 
bat t^zt he was overheard by Ciara^ who was fo 
irnich affe<fted at the news^ that if Dorothea had not 
Supported her, ihe wouki hav^ iallen to the ground t 
imt Ctardenlo defired them to retire iato their aps^rt-^ 
jnent, iayiiTg, be would endeavour to fet every «iirig^ 
ito rights, and they aceotdixigly folk)w«d hie ad-vice^ 
Mean whik, the lour, who had come in queil of 
Don Lewis, ftood round i? .'m m 'the w»y perfuadixig 
him tio.returaa witkoiftt ]0k of tkp^, -and conible hi^ 
sneloncboly father ^ but he ^ffuted t})ea\x he ^{^vdd 
hfi ob meaits ccknopiy with .their ate^ue^, until I)cka4. 
firaifhed an a^iiv upoa'whiiel^ his • honour, Irfe^ a^^ 
•fotil depended. . Tk^n tke domeftiiss begaa to be 
jnotc 'U)]g;efity!pTotefting they would, in no '(b4pe|, 
iretnm witliout him; a^ decbring, tliatif he would, 
pot go willingly, they would be obliged to carry him 
'0S ksfihscix, ' ^ Tfeart, yoil: fiw^U !H€ver dp,'* implied. 
-DonLewis,. ** mkfj^ yiou €arty'«pii^ off dead i and in^ 
i4e!ed7ou .jctay astweiU hill n^tx asfigii^'ce v^, a-^a^ liqt 

. isAsoitb of th e pcopfc 6a tike/hig[ttife • vji^iffe JOjow gathered 

-fegetfidr to fh£siK'iedihSijg(^t9t^:pz^M2ifi^iC^f4i^4<h^ 

'^^ V w* Don 
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Bon Fernando,, his companions^ the judge, curate> 
barber, ^nd. Don Quixote, wbo thought it was no- 
longer neceflary to guard the carflk. Cardenio being 
^ready acquVmied with the yottng man's ftory, aflced 
what teafon the domeftirs had to carry c^ the youth^ 
contrary to hb own indination ; ■• Our motive," 
Implied one of the four, ** is to retrieve bis father'^ 
life, which is in danger of being lo«ft> on aceount of" 
this young gentleman *s abfencc.'* To this'declairatiQi^ 
Don Lewis anfwered, *^ There is ao rea&oa why-^ 
fiiould here give an account of my atfair^ 1 1 am freCf 
and Will return, if I pleufe j otherwife none of you 
fiball compel me into your meafiMies.** " Your hc-^ 
nour will> 1 hope, hear rcafon, faid 'the fervant ; or 
if you fhould not, it will be enough for us to execute 
our errand, as we are in duty bound." 

Here the judge deikkig to know the whole afiaijp 
£rom the bottona ; the man having lived in the famer 
neighbourhoody knew him, and replicdy. " My lord 
judge^ don't you knovr that young gentleman is your 
.neighbour's fon^ who had afefented, hiflafelf from Jiis, 
father's houfe^. in a drefs altogether unbecoming his- 
jquality^. as your lordfliip may perceive ?" Then the 

i'udge looking at him mere attentively^; recolleftecL 
lis features^ ahd embracing him,, fftid, " What a, 
frolick is this, Don Lewis i on vrhat powerful caufis 
Tia^h induced yQ:U to come hither in a garb fo ill- 
fuited to your r^k atid fortune ?'* The tears gufli-^ 
ing into the young man'^ eyes,' he could not anfwec 
one word to the judge, who defire'd the four.domeftics 
to naake tliemfelves eafy, for all vwould be well i 
then taking Don Lewis by the fcand, he. led him 
.afide> and aflced again the caufe of his earning in ths^t 
manner* , ^ t 

While he wa& eiwployed in thfs 9nd other queidions,^ 
they heard a great noife at the inn-door, .oeaaligned 
Tby two m^tj, who had lodged ail night in tfee houf<^,, 
and WhoYaeingerery body intent upo^i knowing the 
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keepTwi/'^"^^ i'V^ reckoning: but the inn- 
thofe of il "Ik ^"^ H' ^T ^^^'^^ "^^^^ than 

"i<i, demanded his monev^ and upbraided them 
tor their evil intention, with fuch abufive language 
M provoked them to anfwer by dint of fifts, whicb 
they began to employ fo dexteroufly, that the poor 
landlord found himfelf under the neceiEty of calling 
iiJoud for afliftance. His wife and daughter feeing 
Tio body fo idle, confequently fo proper for the pur- 
pofe, as Don Qyixote, the damfel addrefled him in 
thcfe words 5 " Sir knight, I befeech your worfhip,. 
by the valour which God hath given you, to go 
to the afliftance of my poor father, whom two 
wicked men are now beating to a jelly". To this 
requeft the knight replied, with great leifure and in- 
finite phlegm, •* Beautiful young lady, I cannot, at 
prefent, grant your petition, being reftridVed from 
intermeddling in any other adventure, until I (hall 
have accomplilhed one, in which my honour is already 
engaged : all that I can do for your fervice, is this, 
run and dcfire your father to maintain the combat 
as well he can, and by no means allow himfelf t9 • 
be overcome, until I go and afk permifficJn of the 
princcfs Mi com "^'^•*'' *"" ^"-'"'*"- ^^-^ •- *-— ^'^ 
and, if I qbtair 

from all danger. .^.*..*^. « * vncu ivia- 

ritomes, who was then prefent, " before your worfhip 
can obtain that permiflion, my mafter will be in the 
otlier world.'^ "Allow me, madam," anfwered'Don 
'Quixote, ** to go and folicit the licence I mention, 
wlTich if I obtain, I {hall not make much account of 
his being in the other world, from whence I wiJl re- 
trieve him, though all its inhabitants fliould combii^e 
to 9ppofe me, at leaft I (hall take fuch vengeance oa 
^ thofe who have fent him thither^ as will give youfifll 
aaxd ample fatisfaaion." . ^ ^ ^^^*^ 
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* So faying, h^ went and kneeled before Dorothea^ 
Wggingy in the ftile and manner of knight-erranrry, 
tfiat her highnefs would be pleafed to give him per- 
miffion to run and aflift the conftable of the caftje, 
who was at that time involved in a very grievous dif- 
after* The princefs having very graciouily granted 
his reqaefty he braced on his target, unfheathed his 
fword, and ran to the gate where the two guefts (till 
continued pummelling the landlord; but as foon as 
he beheld diem, he (lopped ihort, as if fuddenly fur- 
prifed^ and when Maritornes and her miftrefs afked 
what hindered him from giving afliftance to their 
laafter and hufband, ** I am hindered,'^ anfwered the 
knighti ^ by a law, which will not permit me to uie 
eiy fword againft plebeians ; but call hithermy fquire 
Sancho, for to him it belongs, and is peculiar td en^ 
gage in fuch vengeance and defence."' 

This tranfa^ion happened on the very field of bat^ 
tie, while kicks and cuffs were dealtf with infinite 
dexterity,* to^the no fmall prejudice of the inn-keepei^s 
carcafe, and the rage of his wife, daughter, and Ma*> 
ritomes, who were half-diftra£^ed at feeing the cow* 
ardice of Don Quixote^ and the diilvefsof their lord 
and maften But let us h^ere leave him a while ; for 
he iball not want one to affift him ; or elfe, let him 
{vlSct with patience, and hold his tongue as becomes 
^ofe who raflily undertake adventures which they 
have not ftrength to atchieve ; and let us retreat 
backwards, about fifty yards, to fee what anfwer Don 
Lewis made to the judge, whom he left inquiring the 
«aufe of his travelling on foot in fuch a mean habit. 
The youth, fqueezing both his hands with great ea» 
^emcfs, in token of the exceffive grief that wrung his 
heart) and (bedding a flood of tears, replied to this 
queftion, <* Dear fir, I can give you no other reafon^ 
but diat from the firft moment that fortune made ut 
neig|ibour$, and Heaven ordained that I fhould fee 
Donna Clara, your daughter and my delight, I, thai 

inftant^ 
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yoftant, made l>cr nildrcfs of my heart ^ and if y^ur 
IdclinatioH, my real lord md father) does Qqt oppofi^ 
my happinefs, this very day ihe (h^l be my l^-vrfi^ 
wife: for her I foribok my father'^ homfei. and dif-* 
guifed royfelf in this manner, with a reCblutioB t^ 
follow whitherfoever ihe (houUl go^ du:e<9:ing ixi|r 
views towards her, like the arrow to its marJc^ s^n^ 
die needle to the poJe ; though fl)e knows no more of 
pny paiBon thi^a what Qk may have underftood fronp 
the tears which> at a .diil«¥ice, fhe hajth often JTeeil^ 
me Ihed. You yourfelf» my lQrd> knows j^e raak 
f^d fovtune of my father, whofe jfole heir I am : if 
fou think that a ng^tive fu&ient for venturing to 
m^ke me perfe£Uy happy, receive m^e immediately »s 
vqur fon ; and though my father, prompted, perh?,ps^. 
by other views, fho^Id be difohliged at thje bl^i&ng 
which I have chpfen for myfelf, it is in the power <^ 
'Hoe to work great)er chants and alterations than 
human prudence can fi^refee/'' 

Here the enamoured youth left off^ fpeaking, and- 
ijxp judge remained in the utmo(t fufpenfd; not only 
^miring the difcretion with which Don Jjewis h44 
difclofedhis paffion, but aMb finding himfelf perplexed- 
«bout the refolution he was to t^, in fuch ^ fuddea 
^nd ^^expe6bed aflTair. He the^refoie made np other 
feplyfor the p^efent,. but to defire he would make 
iiimfelf eafy, and detain his fervants a day longer^ 
^hat he might have tiipe to oonfider what fteptj it 
M^ould be moft proper to take, for the fati^a£^ion oT 
j»]l ccmcerned. Don Lewis kified his hands by force>.. 
iiad even bathed them with his tears }, a circumftancc 
Xu|ikient to melt a heart of marble, much more that 
^f the ju<%!e, who, beimg a m;ia of prudiei>ce> had: 
^]r^a4y cOinceiyed all the adurantages of fueh a fu^tch 
foe. his daughter;, though he i wished it co^Jd be ef«^ 
fc<Stcd» if poffible, with' the coufent of tfce youAg. 
JWti's father, who, he knew, had fomje pretijnfipns 
4^ia UiQ £9tr his fkn. 

8 By 
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^Y ^hi^ ^ii^^ peace wm ra-eftabliAed between iJiii 
innkeeper an4 his trsro lodgers^ wh<3 b«in^ pcrfuBcled 
by tlie arguments and exliortatioeys of Don Quutote^ 
Jbore than by his tbreaia^ had paid thetr reckoning tor 
t?hc kfl: farthing ; and thtf fc1rvaiit« <rf Don Lewis wait^ 
td the refult of the judge *s advice> together widi theiv 
mafter's refciutiofi ; when, the devils who is ever 
watchfuL fo ordered nsittecs* that the ba«ber fhould 
juft then ent^r the inn ; that very barber from >vbonci 
Don Quixoto had retrleTcd MavAbrino's helmttj 'and 
Sanchai^a«)2a taken the furniture of his afs, which 
he had exchanged for his own* Thi^ individual 
fiiaver^ as he led his beaft to the flable, perceived 
Sancho employed in n^ending fomething that belong-* 
ed to tlie pahnel) and knowing hitm at firft fight, ai^ 
faulted the fi^uirc in a trice,' crying, " Ha ! Don thief,,. 
I harve caught you at lail. Reflore my bafon and^ 
parniel, with all the furniture you ftole from me.'' 
. Saacho feeing: him&lf fo fmddenly attacked, andll 
beai4»g the reproachful lang^ngeof his antagoniftn. 
Wi^ one band laid faft hoij^ on the ptBnel, and with 
the other beiftowied upon the barber fueh a flap in the 
face, as bathed his whc^ jaws in Meod» But for alk 
diat, he would not quit tho pimncl which he had alfoi* 
feifled y on the contrary, he raided his voice fo higk 
as to 2kHxm die wbole cQiispa9ty« i^nd bring them t(^ 
the fcene of contention, crying:, ** Juftice ! help me- 
ih the king's nmne I this robber wtints to murder me, 
becaufe I endeavour tp reaver my pwn pToperty,'*"' 
•* You lie," anfwsered the fquirc, " I aav no robber j^v 
my lord Dbn Quixote won thefc fpoils fairly in bat-. 
tie.'* ^rhe knight coming up, wwoiig the reil, beheld^, 
with infinite fatisfaftion, his fqiiiii?C fo alert in offeud-s 
ing and defending, and looking upon him from thence- 
forward as a man of valour, refolved, in his heart, to-^* 
have him dubbed witSi f he firft opportufnity, confident 
that on him the order of knighthood-would be very 
well beftowed* AttJO;^ other things ftliedged by the; 

barber 
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barber in the courfis of the fray, ** Gentlemen,** hid 
he, ** that pannel belongs as much to me as my fo^ 
belongs to God ; for I kiipw it as well as if it had 
been produced by my^own body; -and though I had 
all the mind in the world, my afsj which is now in 
the (table, would not fufier me to tell a falfehood ^ 
fince you will not take my word, pray go and try it 
«pon his back, and if it does not fit him to a hair, I 
fliall give you leave to call me the greateft liar upon 
earth. Beudes, the very fame day on which they took 
my pannel, they alfo robbed me of a new brafs bafon* 
never hanfelled, that coft me a good crown ♦/* 

Don Quixote hearing this, could contain himfel£ 
no longer, but interpoled between the combatants^ 
whom ne paned, and depofiting the pannel on the, 
ground, to be publicly viewed until the truth fhould 
appear, addrelTed himfclf thus to the fpe£lators ;, 
•* Gentlemen, ypu may now clearly and' manife{Uy 

Eerceive how this honeft fquire errs in his judgment, 
y calling that a bafon, which was, is, and fhall be 
Mambrino's helmet : a piece of armour I won in faic 
and open battle, and now poflefs by the juft laws o£ 
conqueft. With regard to the pannel I will not in- 
termeddle 1 all that I can fay of the matter is, that 
my fquire Sancho having a&cd permiffion to take the 
trappings of that coward's horfe, and adorn his own 
with them^ I gave him leave, and he took them ac- 
cordingly i though I can give.no other reafon for their 
being now converted into a pannel, but that fucb 
transformations frequently happen in the events of 
chivalry : yet, as a confirmation of what I fay, run,« 
friend Sancho, and bring hither the helmet, which 
this honeft man calls a bafon." 

'^ Fore God !" anfwercd Sancho, ** if your worlhip 
has^no better proof of our honourable doings than 
what you mention, Mambrino's helmet will turn out 

* Litaallj, •* Lady tf a crown." 

aba* 
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^ bafon, as certainly as this honeft man's trappings 
arc tranfmographied into a panncl." " Do what'I 
<)rder/' replied the knight ; " fure I am, every thing in 
this caftle cannot but be conduced by enchantment.'* 
Sancho went accordingly, and fetched this bafon, or 
helmet of Mambrino, as his mailer called it, which 
Don Quixote taking 'in his hand, faid, " Behold, 
gentlemen, with what face this plebeian can affirm 
mat this is a bafon, and not the helmet I have men- 
tioned: now, I fwear by the order of knighthood I 
profefs, that this is the individual helmet which I 
took from him, without the leaft addition or dimi- 
nution." « Without all manner of doubt,** faid San- 
cho ; " for fince my mafter won it, to this good hour, 
he hath ufed it but in one battle, when he delivered 
thofe mifchievous galley-flaves 1 and if it had not 
been for that fame bafbn-helflbet, he could not have 
come off fo well : for there was a deadly ihower of 
ftones rained upon his pate in that ftorm. 

CHAP. xvin. 

The deciiion of the doubts concerning Mambrino't 
helmet and the pannel ; with a full and true ac* 
count of many other adventures. 

" /^Entlemco,** faid the barber, " pray favour mtf 
^^ with your opinion concerning what is affirmed 
by thefc gentlefolks, who fo obftinately maintain that 
this is not a bafon but a helmet ?** " And if any 
one affirms to the contrary,'* replied Don Quixote^ 
" I will make him fenfible that he lies, if he be a 
knight ; and if a ple^^Ian, that he lies a thoufand 
times." His own townfman, who was prefcnt alt 
the while, being well acquainted with the knight's 
humour refolved to encourage him in his extrava- 
gance, and carry on the joke for the diverfion of the 
company : with this view he addreffed himfelf to the 
other Ihavcr, faying, " Mr. Barber, or ^hofoever you 

are, 
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are, you muft know that I am o£ the famp prpfeffion r X\ 
have had a certificate of /ny examination thefe tw^ntf' 
years; and know very well ^l die inftruments of ' thct^ 
art, without excepting one : I was, moreover, a foldier, 
in my youths confequently cacn diftinguiftx an helmet^^ 
a morrion, and a cafc^ue^ with it^ beaver, together' 
with every thing relating to military afFaifs j I mean^' 
the different kinds of ai^mour wore by fojdiers in the" 
field: I fay, under carreflion, and ftill with fub** 
miflion to better judgment, that the objeft now in. 
liifpute, which, that, worthy gentleman holds m his. 
hand, is not only no barber's bafop, but alfoj, as far 
from being one as black is from white, orfalfehood 
from truth, I likewife aver, that though it is an hel- 
met j, it is not entire.*^ '^ Tou are certainly in the 
right," feid Don Quixote, " for it wants one half> 
wnidi is the beaver. - 

The curate, who by this time underftood the in- 
tention of his friend, feeonded hts afeveration^ which 
was alfo confirmed by Cardenio^ Don Fernando, and? 
his companions ; and the judge himfelf would have 
bore a part in the jeft, had he not been engrofled by 
tiie ai&ir of Don Lewis ; but that eameft burmers; 
kept him in fuch perpkxky of thought^ that he could 
give little at no attejitdon to th« joke ^at was goxpg, 

5?rward. 

" Good God [^ cried the barber, with amazement,^ 

** is it pofliblc that fo many honourable perfons fhoulA 

pronounce tliis bafon to be a helmet I an affertipn. 

fufficient, to aftonifli a whole univerfity, let it be never 

fo learned. Well : if that bafon be an helmet, 1 

fcippofe the pannel muft be a horfe's trappings tooj^ 

as this gentleman fays/'' " To me it feems a pan- 

r\t\" replied the knight; " but, as I have already qb- 

ferved, I will not pretend to decide whether it be the 

pannel of an afs, or the furniture of a fteed.'' " Don 

Qu.ixote has no more to do but fpeaU his opinion,** 

feid the curate i. " for in aiFaiis pf diivalry, all thefe 

gentle- 
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?' jentlemjen, myfelf, and even the ladies, yield to his 
upcrior und^rftanding." ** By Heaven ! gentlenr^en,*' 
cried the knight, " fo many ftrange accidents have 
liappened to me, twice that I have lodged in ' this 
cattle, that I will not venture pofitively to affirm the 
'truth of any thing that may be alked relating to it ; f or 
I imagine that every thing in this place is condufted by 
the .pbwer of encnantment. The lirft time I piaffed 
the night in this place, I was harafled extremely by 
an eftcnantcd Moor that refide* in the caftle, while 
Sancho was almoft as roughly handled by fome of 
his attendants ; and this very night I was fufpended 
by one arm, for the fpace of tw6 hours, without 
knowing how or wherefore I incurred that misfortune. 
For me, therefore, t«-r;4vc rhy opinion in a cafe of 
fuch perplexity, would jc \ ra^h decifion : with regard 
to the helmet which they fay is a bafon, I Iiave al- 
ready expreffed my fentiments ; but dare not give a 
definitive fentence, by declaring, whether that be a 
pannel, or horfe's furniture. .That I leave to the 
■judgment of the good company, who, not being 
knights as I am, perhaps are not fubje£led to- the 
enchantments of this place ; but enjoying their fa- 
culties, clear and undifturbed. can judge of thefc 
things as they really and truly are, not as they appear 
to iny imagination." " Doubtlefs," replied Don 
Fernando, " fighor Don Quixote manifefts his own 
prudence; in obferving, that to us belongs the de- 
termination of this affair, which, that it may be the 
better founded, I will, in private, take the opinions 
of this company, one by one, arid then openly declare 
the full refult of my inquiry." 

To thofe who were acquainted with the knight's 

humour, this propofal, afforded matter of infinite 

*diverfion 5 but the reft being ignorant of the joke, 

looked upon ' as a J^iece of downright madnefs : this 

was particularly the opinicrn-of the domeitics beldng- 

,.^1^x0 Don LewiSy which was even efpoufedbyMm- 

felf 
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felf and three traTellers juA arrived, who feemed tp 
be troopers of the holy, orotherhood, as indeed they 
were ; but he that almofi: ran diftra£led was the bar- 
ber, whofe bafon was, even in his own fight, tranf- 
formed in^ Mambrino*s helmet, while he expeAed 
every moment that his pannel would be certainly de- 
clared the rich trappings and furniture of a horfe. 
Every body laughed to fee Don Fernando going about 
with great gravity, colledling opinions in whifper^ 
that each might privately declare whether that jewel, 
about which there had been fuch obftinate dilutes, 
was the pannel of an afs, or the furniture of a deed. 
Having received the anfwers of all thofe who knew 
Don C^xote, he pronounced aloud, " Truly, honeft 
friend/t am quite tired witlyifkingfo many opinions; 
for every one, to whom I pm the queftion, affirms it 
is downright diftradlion to call this a pannel, which 
is certainly the furniture of a horfe, and that too of 
an excellent breed. Therefore you muft ejcn have 
patience ; 'or, in fpite of you and the teftimony of 
your afs to boot, an horfe's furniture it muft remain, 
as you have failed fo egregioufly in the proof of what 
you alledge." " May I never tafte the joys of Hea- 
ven ?" cried the tranfported barber, " if you are not all 
deceived 1 and fo may my foul appear before God, as 
this Jippears to me a mere pannel, and not the JFur- 
niture of an horfe ! but thus * might overcomes — 
I fay no more, neither am I drunk, being freih and 
fafting from every thing but fin/' 

The company laughed as heartily at the fimplicity 
of the barber, as the extravagance of the Icnight, who, 
upon this decifion, faid, " Nothing now remains, 
but that «very one (bould take his own again ; and 

may t St. Peter blefs what God beftows. One of 

^^____ _ - . - . - - - . , .. . .1 III 

i * The original would be more litenlly trauflated, liy fi^yiof « 

^ The b w*< xncafure is the hisg't j>]e»rure." 
I \ A hridal hcAcdidiOB. 

the 
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^e four fervants belQiiging to Don Lewis now inter- 
pofed, fay ins, ^^ If this be not a premeditated joke^ 
I cannot perfuade myfelf that people of found under* 
ilandtng, fuch as all this company are or feem to be^ 
ihould venture to fay and affirm, that this is no ba* 
fotif nor that a pannel ; yet feeing this is both fatd 
and affirmed, I conceive tnere mu(t be fome myftery 
in thus infiiUng upon a thing fo contrary to truth and 
-experience ; for, by God ! (an oath he fwore with 
^reat emphafis) all the people on earth (hall never 
make me believe that this is not a barber's bafon, or 
that not the pannel of an hc-afs.** ** Why not of a 
(he-afs V* faid the curate. *^ That diflinflion makes 
no difference," faid the fervant i " nor has it any 
concern with the difpute, which is occafioned by 
your faying that it is not a pannel at all." 
' At the fame time, one of the troopers, who had 
entered and been witnefs to the quarrel and quellion^ 
could no longer contain his choler and difpleafure at 
what he heard, and therefore faid, in a furious tone, 
** If that is not a panneK my father never begat me ; 
and he that fays, or (hall fay the contrary, mud be 
drunk." " Ypu lie, like an infamous fcoundrel," re- 
plied Don Quixote, ^* who lifting up his lance, whici| 
he ftili kept m his hand, aimed fuch a flroke at the 
trooper's flcull, that if he had not been very expedi- 
tious in Ihifting it, he would have been flretched at 
full length upon die ground, on which the weapon 
was ihiyfired to pieces : the reft of the troop, feeing 
their companion fo roaghly handled, raifed their 
voices, crying for help to the holy brotherhood: the 
innkeeper being of that fraternity, ran in for his tip- 
ftaff and fword, and efpoufed tne caufe of his bre- 
thren I the domeftics furrounded Don Lewis,, that he 
might not efcape in the fcufRe ; the barber feeing the 
houfe turned topfy-turvy, laid hold again of the pan- 
tiel, which was at the fame time feized by Sancho ; 
Don Qmxote attacked the troopers fword in hand ; 

Doa 
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Don Lewis C!t)kd to his fervants to leare Kim^ and go 
to thcaiEftanccof Cardcnio and DoiiFprnando, who 
had ranged themfclvesxjrithc fide of Don Quixote; 
the cnrate exhorted, the landbdy &rearped, ths 
daughter wept, Maritonies bUibbered, Dorothea 
was confounded, Loicinda. perplexed, and {)onna 
.Clara fainted avi^y 5 the barber pumnjellcd Sancho, 
1^0 returned the compliment ; one of the fervants, 
prefuming to foize Don Lewis by the arm, that he 
might not run away, the young gentleman gave him 
fuch a flap in the face, as bathed all his teeth in Mood; 
the judge. exerted Himfelf in his defence. Don Fer- 
nando having brought one of the troopers to the 
ground, kicked his -whole carcafe to his heart's con- 
tent: the landlord raifed his voice again, roaring 
for help to the holy brotherhood : fo that the whole 
inn was a fcene of lamentation, cries, flirieks, con- 
€ufion, dread, difmay, difafter, back-ftroke$, cudgel- 
ling, kicks, cufFs, and effufion of blood- In tSc midft 
•of this labyrinth, chaos, and composition of ntifchief, 
•Don Quixote's imagination fuggefted, that he was all 
x>f a fudden involved in the confuiion of Agrambnte's 
cnmp; and therefore pnmounced, with a voice that 
'made the whole inn refound, " Let every man fer- 
■bear, put up his fword, be quiet, and liftcn, unlefs 
'he be weary of his life. 

On hearing this exclamation, all the combatants 

•paufcd, whilfe he proceedeil Aus; " Did not! tell 

. 'you, geutlemen, that this caftie was enichMited, and 

doubtlefs, inhabited by a whole legion of tievils ; as 

'a proof of which, you may now perceive, with your 

' own eyes, how the difcord and mutiny in Agramonte's 

camp is tran-flated l^ithcr: behold, . in one 'pia(:e, we 

* fight for a fword ; in ai^othef* for a hprfe.i in a third 

'for an eagle ; and in a fourth, for a helmet; in fhort, 

■ we are all by the ears together j, for we know not what. 

'Advance, therefore, ray lord jaid^e, and MrJ Curate, 

and in the porfott^-o£'A||ramonie.a0d. kir-gSoIjrinp, 

' re- 
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re-^flablifli peace among us ; for, by Almighty God, 
it were wicked and abfurd, that perfons of our import- 
ance (hould be flain in fuch a frivolous caufe/' 

The troopers, who did not underftand the knight's 
ftile, and found themfelves very feverely treated by 
Don Fernando, Cardenio, and their companions, 
would not be pacified ; but it was otherwife with the 
barber, who, in the fcuffle, had loft both his pannel 
and beard : Sancho, who, like a faithful fervant, 
minded the leaft hint of his mafter, willingly obeyed ; 
and the fervants of Don Lewis were fain to be quiet, 
feeing how little they had got by concerning them- 
felves in the fray ; the innkeeper alone infifted upon 
their chaftifing the infolence of that madman, who 
was every moment throwing the whole houfe into 
confufion; at length, the diilurbance was appeafed, 
the pannel remained as an horfe's furniture, till the 
day of j udgm.ent, the bafon as an helmet, and the inn 
as a caftle, in Don Quixote's imagination. 

Every thing being thus amicably compofed by the 
perfuafion of the judge and prieft, the fervants of 
Don Lewis began again ta prefs him, with great ob- 
ftinacy, to fet out with them for his father's houfe 
ifnmediately ; and while he expoftulated with them ' 
the judge confulted with Don Fernando, Cardenio, 
and the curate, about what he fhould do on this oc- 
cafion, imparting to them the declaration Don Lewis 
had made ; at laft it ^'as agreed that Don Fernando 
(hould tell the fervants who he was ; and exprefs a 
defire, that Don Lewis ilhould accompany him to 
Andalufia, where his brother the marquis fhould 
entertain him according to his rank and merit i for 
he w^U knew the young gentleman was fixed in the 
determination of being cut to pieces, rather than re- 
turn to his father at that time. The domeftics being 
informed 6f Don Fernando's quality, and underitand- 
ing the refolution of Don I^ewis, determined amongft 

Vol. II* M them- 
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themfelves, that three of them (bould return and 
give the father an account of what had happened, 
while the fourth fhould attend the young gentleman, 
until they (hould either come back for him, or know 
his father's pleafure. 

In this manner was that accumulation of quarrels 
ippeafed, by the authority of Agramonte and pru- 
dence of kiiig Sobrino ; but the enemy of concord 
and rival of peace being thus foiled and difappoint- 
ed, and feeing how little fruit he had reaped from 
the labyrinth of confufion in which he had involved 
them, determined to try his hand once more, and re* 
vive difcord and difturbance anew ; and thefe were 
the means he praJtifed for this purpofe : the troopers, 
apprifed of the quality of thofe with whom they had 
been engaged, were fain to be quiet, and retreat from 
the fray, concluding that whatever might happen, 
they would have the worft of the battle ; but one of 
them, who had been pummelled and kicked by Don 
Fernando, recollected that among other warrants for' 
apprehending delinquents, he had one againft Don 
Quixote, iffued by the holy brotherhood, on account 
of his having fet the galley (laves at liberty, as San- 
cho had very juftly feared ; this cpming into his head, 
he was refolved to aflure himfelf, whether or not the 
knight's perfon agreed with the defcription ; and pull- 
ing out of his bofom a bundle of parchment, \e foon 
found what he fought, and beginning to fpe/f with 
great deliberation (for he was by no means an expert 
reader) between every word he fixed his eyes upon 
the knight, whofe phyfiogmony he compared with 
the marks fpecified in the warrant, and difcovered, be- 
yond all doubt, that he was the very perfon defcribed : 
no fooner was he thus convinced, then putting up 
the parchment, and holding the warrant in his left 
hand, he with his right feized Don Quixote foiaft by 
the collar, that he could fcarce fetch his breath, roar- 
ing aloud " Help, in the name of the holy brother- 
hood i 
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heod ; and that you may fee my demand is jufl-, read 
that warrant for apprehending this highwayman." 

The curate, upon perufing the warrant, found 
what the trooper faid was true, and that the defcrip- 
tion exa£Uy agreed with the perfon of Don Quixote, 
who feeing himfelf fo unworthily treated by fuch a 
ragatnuf&n, was incenfed to the higheft degree, fo 
that every bone in his body trembled with rage ; and 
he made fhift to faften on the trooper's throat with 
both hands fo violently, that if his companions had 
not come to his afliftance, he would have quitted his 
life before the knight had quitted his hold. The inn- 
keeper being obliged to fuccour his brethen, ran 
immediately to their af&ftance; his wife feeing her 
hufband re-engaged in the quarrel, exalted her voice 
anew ; Maritornes and her daughter fqualled in con- 
cert, imploring heaven and the byftanders for help: 
Sancho, perceiving what paffed, " By the Lord!" 
cried he, ^^ what my mafter fays about the enchant- 
ments of this caftle is certainly true ; for it is impof- 
fible to live an hour in quiet within its walls !" 

Don Fernando parted the knight and trooper, to 
their mutual fatisfadlion ; unlocking their hands, 
which were faft clenched in the doublet-collar of the 
one, and the windpipe of the other : but, for all 
that, they did not ceafe demanding their prifoner, 
and .the afiiftance of the company, in binding and 
deliverirg him to their charge, agreeable to the fer- 
vice of the king, and the order of the holy brother- 
hood, in whofe behalf they repeated their demand of 
favour and afliftance, to fecure that felon, robber, 
and thief. Don Quixote fmiled at hearing ^hefe 
epithets, and with much compofure, replied, ** Come 
hither, ye vile and bafe born race ! do you call it 
the province of an highwayman, to loofe the chains 
of the captive, and fet the prifoner fi^ee ; to fuccour 
the miferAle, raife thef fallen^ and relieve. the dif« 
treiled ? Ah ! infamous crew ! whofe low and ero- 

M 2 veiling 
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veiling underftandJng renders, you unw^M'thy, that 
heaven fhould reveal to you the worth that is con- 
t^ned in knight>errantry, oc m^ike you fei^bie of 
your fin and ignorance, in negleftii^ to tevece the 
very (hadow much more the fubftane.^ of any knight. 
Come hither, ye rogues in a troop, and not troopers ; 
YQ robbtrs Hcenfed by the holy brotherhosi ; and 
tell me what ignorant wretch he was, who figned a 
warrant of caption againft fuch a knight as me? 
Who did not knpw that we are exempted from all 
judicial authority, and that a knight's own-fword is 
his law, he being privileged by his valour^ and re- 
ft rifted only by his wiU and frfeafure ? Whd was the 
blockhead, I fay, who does not know, that no gen- 
tleman's charter contsuns fo many rights and in- 
dul<ycoces as adhere to a knight-errant, the very 
day on which he is dubbed and devotes bimfelf to 
the painful exercife of arms? What knight«errant 
ever paid tax, tfpU, cuftom, duty, or excife? What 
tsulor ever brought in a bill fcJr making his clothes ? 
What governor ever made him pay for lodging in his 
caftle ? What king did ever negleft to feat him 
at his OW41 table? Whatdaipfel ever refifted his 
charms, or refufed to fubmit herfelf intirely to his 
pleafure and will ? And, in fine, what knight-errant 
ever was, is, or will be, whofe fingle valour is not 
fu^cient to annihilate four hundred troopers, fhould 
they prefume to oppofe him !" 

CHAP. XIX. 

In which is concluded the notable adventure of the 
troopers ; with an account of the furpriiihg fero- 
' city of our worthy knight Don Quixote^ , 

HILE Don Quixote hai-angued in this man* 

ner,.the curate was employed in perfaading 

the troopers, that he was a man difordered in his 

judgment, as they might perceive both. by his words 

and 
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and aflions, and therefore they ought not to proreed 
any furdrer in- the affair ; for even if they fliould 
apprehend him, he would foon be difmifled as a per- 
fon non compos. To this obfervation the man who 
had the warrant replied, " that it was not his bufinefs 
to judge of Don Quixote's madnefs, but to obey the 
orders of his fuperiors ; and that if he was appie- 
hended once, they nciight difcharge him three hun- 
dred times over, if they would/* ^ For all that, 
faid the prieft, you muft not carry him off, at pre* 
fent, nor do I believe he will fufFer himfelf to be lb 
Ueated." 

In fhort, the curate talked fo e(Fe<StuaIIy, and fae 
knight himfelf a£^ed fuch extravagances, that the 
troopers muft have been more mad than he, if thoy 
had not plainly perceived his defedt 5 therefore they 
thought proper to be (atisfied, and even performed 
the office of mediators betwixt the barber and Sancho 
Panza, who ftill maintamed the fray with great 
animofity; for the troopers, as limos of jufticCf 
brought the caufe to an arbitration, and de<:ided it 
in fuch a manner, as left both parties, if not fully 
iatisfied, at leaft in fome fort content with the deters 
minationj which was, that the pannels fliouId be ex- 
changed, but the girths and halters remain as thejy; 
were. With regard to Mambrino's helmet, the en* 
rate, unperceived by Don Quixote, took the barber 
afide, and paid him eight rials for the bafon, taking 
a receipt in full, that cleared the knight from any 
fufpicion of fraud, from thence forward, for evef^ 
amen* 

Thefe two quarrels, which were of the greatest 
importance of any that happened, being luckily com-, 
poied, it remained that three of the fervants belong- 
ing to Don Lewis fhould return, and the fourth acr 
company his matter to the place whither Don Fer- 
nando intended to conducfl him ; and as good luc^ 
afid favourable fortuoe had already begun to quett 

M J the 
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the fpirit of difcord, and finooth all difficulties^ in 
behalf of the lovers and heroes in the mn, they were 
refolved to proceed in fuch a laudable work, and 
bring every thing to a happy conclufion ; for the 
domefiicks were fatisHed with what Don Lewis pro- 
ppfed ; a circumftance that gave fuch pleafure to 
Donna Clara, that every body who beheld her face 
might have difcerned the joy of her foul. . Zorayda, 
though {he did not well underftand the incidents (he 
had feen, was forrowful and gay, by turns, according 
asihe perceived the company afre£ted, particularly 
her. Spaniard, upon whom her eyes and heart, were 
always fixed. The innkeeper, who took particular 
notice of the full fatlsfadiion which the barber had le- 
ceived from the curate, demanded payment of Don 
~ Quixote of the reckoning, as well as for the damage 
he had done to the bags, and the lots of his wine, 
fwearing that neither Rozinante nor Sancho's afs 
ihould ftir from the flable^ until he fhould be fatisfied 
to the laft farthing */* The curate pacified the land- 
lord, and Don Fernando paid the bill, although the 
judge very frankly offered to take that upon himfelf: 
in this manner univerfal concord was reftoredj (6 
that the inn no longer reprefented the diforder m 
Agramonte's camp, but rather the peace and quiet 
that reigned in the time of 0£lavius Csefai : and this 
bleffing was generally afcribed to the laudable inten- 
tion and great eloquence of the prieft, together with 
the incomparable "gencrofity gf Don Fernando. 

Don Qui^icote now finding himfelf freed and difin- 
tangled from fo many broils, in which both he and 
his fquire had been involved, thought it high time to 
proceed on his Journey, in order to finifh that gicat 

• It were to he -wiffaed, for the honour of Spanifli innkccpers» 
-^Ittt Ccrrantes had cat^d mine hoft to reilore Sahcho's wallet, 
«rhich he had detained on tjie day of the hlanketiog ; as ftich rcill- 
jM^iou wovI4 J^yfi increafed j^e general fatisfadtion* 

ad- 
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adventure to which he had been fummoned and cho* 
fen : he therefore, with determined purpofe, went 
and fell upon his knees before Dorothea, who re- 
fuflng to hear him in that pofture, he rofe in obe- 
dience to her will, and expreflfed himfelf in this man-, 
ner : ** It is a common proverb, beauteous princefs, 
that diligence is the mother of fuccefs ; and in many 
important caufes, experience hath (hewn, that the 
affiduity of the folicitor hath brought a very doubt- 
ful fjit to a very fortunate liTue ; but the truth of 
this maxim is no where more evinced than in war, 
where adlivity and difpatch anticipate the defigns of 
the enemy, and obtain the vi6lory, before he has 
time to put himfelf in a pofture of defence. This I 
obferve, moft high and excellent princefs, b&caufe^ 
in my opinion, our ftay in this caftle is unprofitable 
and prejudicial, as we may one day perceive, when 
it it is too late ; for who knows but by means of. 
fccriet and artful fpies, your enemy, the giant, may. 
get notice that I am coming to deftroy.him; and 
taking the opportunity of our dehy, fortify himfelf 
in fomc impregnable caftle, againft which all my di- 
ligence^ and the ftrength of my indefatigable arm,, 
will not avail : wherefore, moft noble princefs, let 
us, as I have already obferved, prevent his defigns 
by our adivity, and let out immediately in the name 
of good fortune, which your highnefs fliall. not long 
figh for, after I (hall have come within fight of your . 
adverfary," 

Here the knight left off fpeaking, and with great 
compofure, expefted the anfwer of the beautiful in-t 
fanta, who, with a moft princely air, and in a ftile 
perfectly well fuited to his addrefs, replied in this 
manner : " I thank you, fir knight, for the defire , 
you exprefs to affift me in my neceffity, like a true 
knight, whofe duty and province it is to fuccouc . 
the fartherlefs and diftrefled ; and Heaven grant that 
your defire and my expectation may be fulfilled, that 

M 4 you 
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you may fee there are grateful women upon <eartli. 
With regard to my departure, let it be as fpeedy 
as you pleafe : my will is altogether included in 
yours ;' difpofe of me, therefore, according to your 
own pleafure; for flie who hath once invefted you 

' with the charge and defence of her perfon, and 
folely depends upon your valour, for being re-efta- 
blifhed on her throne, would aft prepofteroufly, 
ill feeking to contradift what your prudence {hall 
ordain." " In the name of God, then,*' cried Don 
Quixote, " fmce a princefs humbles herfelf thus be- 
fore me, I will not let flip the opportunity of raifing 
her jLip, and placing her upon the throne of her an- 
ceftors : let us depart immediately ^ for the dcfire 
of feeing you reftored, the length of the journey, 
and the common reflexion, ' that delays are danger-; 
ous,^ aft as fpurs upon my refolution; and fince 
heaven hath not created, nor hell ever feen an objeft 
that could ftrike me with terror and confVernation ; 
go, Sancho, faddle Rozina^te, prepare the queen's 
palfrey, and get ready your own afs, while we take 
leave of the conftable, and thefe noble perfonages, 

' and fet forward on our journey, without lois of 
time." 

Here Sancho, who was prefent all the time^ (hook 
his head^ faying, " Ah, matter, matter ! there are 
more tricks in town than you dream of: with fub- 
miflton to the honourable lappets be it fpoken.** 
** What tricks can there be either in town or city, 
that can redound to my difcredit, rafcal ?" cried the 
knight. " Nay, if your worfliip be in a paflion," re^- 
plied the fquire, ** I will keep my tongue within my 
teeth, and not mention a fyllable of what, as a'trutty 
fquire and faithful fervant, I am bound to reveal to 
my matter.'* " Say what thou wouldtt," anfwered 
Don Quixote, *^ fo thy words have no tendency %o 
make me afraid ; for in being fufceptible of fear, 
thou Iheweft the bafenefs of thy own charafter, as I, 
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isi being proof againft all forts of terroTt preferre the 
dfgnity of mine." " As I am a ftnner to god," cried 
Sancho, ^ that is not the cafe; but this i know for 
truth and poUtive certainty, that this lady, who calls 
herfelf queen of the great kingdom of Mlcomicon^ 
!£ no more a queen than my mother ; for if (he were 
MrMt {he pretends to be, fne would not be nuzzling 
into a corner with one of this company^ at every 
ihatch of an opportunity," 

Dorothea's face was overfpread with a blnfh, -at 
thefe words of Sancho s for, footh to fay^ her huf- 
band Don Fernando had feveral times, as he thought 
unperceived, made free with her lips, as earneft of 
that reward his zSe&ion deferved ; and in fo doings 
he was obferved by Sancho, who thought that fuch 
condeicenfion in her looked more like the behaviour 
of a courtezan than that of fucli a mighty princefs; 
fo that fhe neither could nor would anfwer one word 
to this charge, but fufFered him to proceedT in thefe 
words : " This, dear mafter, I make bold to men- 
tion, becaufc, if after we have travelled, the Lord 
knows Jiow far, and pafled many weary days and 
bitter nights, he that is taking his recreation in this 
inn ihould gather the fruit of all our labour ',, we 
need not be in fuch a perilous hurry to faddle Rozi-. 
nante, prepare the palfrey, and get ready the afs ;; 
but had better remain in peace where we are^ and as 
the (aying is, " While we enjoy our meal, let every 
harlot mind her fpinning- wheel.** 

Gracious Heaven I what a torrent of indignation 
entered the breaft of Don Quixote, when he heard 
thefe indecent expreffionS of his fquire: fuch, I fay, 
was the rage that took pofleilion of his faculties, that 
with a faultering voice and ftanvmering; tongue, 
while his eyes ftaihed lightning, he exclaimed, ** O 
villainous, inconfiderate, indecent and ignorant pea* 
fent ! thou foul-mouthed, unmannerly, rnfolent and 
malicious Wanderer I dareft thou utter iuch language 
. . ■ Ms againft 
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againft thefe honotirable ladies in my prefence ? dareflf 
thou entertain fuch difgraceful and audacious ideas in 
Aj confufed imagination f Get out of my iighr, 
monfter of nature, depofitory of lies, cupboard of 
deceit, granary of knavery, inventor of mifchief^ 
publifher of folly, and foe to that refpe^^ which is 
due to royalty} go, nor prefume to fee my face 
again, on pain of my higheft difpleafure ?" So fay- 
ing, he (bulled up his eye-brows, diftended his cheeks, 
looked round him, and with his right foot ftamped 
violently upon the floor, in confequence of the wrath 
diat preyed upon his entrailsii 

Sancho was fo (hrunk and terrified at thefe words 
and furious geftures, that he would have been glad, 
if the earth had opened that inftant under his feet 
and fwallowed him up : and not knowing what elfe 
to do, he fneaked off from the prefence of his in- 
cenfed mafter : but the difcreet Dorothea who was 
fo well acquainted with Don Quixote's humour, in 
Order to appeafe his indignation, accofted him thus : 
** Sir Knight pf the Rueful Countenance, let not your 
wrath be kindled by the nonfenfe whicJi your good 
fquire hath uttered j for, perhaps, he might have had 
fome fort of reafon for what he faid : and as from 
his good underftanding and chriftian confcience, he 
cannot be fufpeAed of a defign to bear falfe witnefs 
againft any perfon whatever, it is to be fuppofed, 
and indeed I firmly believe, that every thing in this 
caftle, a^ you, fir knight, have obferved, being con- 
duced by means of enchantment, Sancho, through 
that diabolical medium, muft have feen what he af- 
firms, fo much to the prejudice of my honour and re- 
putation." " I fwear by Almighty God !" cried Don 
Quixote, " that your nighnefs hath hit upon the true 
caufe, and the eyes of that poor finner Sancho have 
been fafcinated by fome delufive vifion of what could 
not poffibly be real j for unlefs he had been mifled 
by enchantment^ fuch is the innocence and iiniplicity 

of 
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of that miferable wretch, that I know he iieitner 
. could nor would invent a ilander againft any living 
foul.*^ " That certainly is, and fhall be the cafe,'* 
faid Don Fernando j " for which reafon, fignor Don 
Quixote ought to pardon and reftore him to the bo- 
fora of his favour, Jicut erat in principioj before thofe 
illufions impaired his underftanding." 

The knight promifed to forgive him accordingly ; 
upon which the curate went in quefl: of Sancho, who 
came in with great humility, and falling on his 
knees, begged leave to kifs his mafter's hand ; this 
favour was granted by Don Quixote, who alfo gave 
him his benedi6lion, faying, " Thou wilt now, fon 
Sancho, be convinced of the truth of what I have fo 
often told thee, that all things in this caflie are per- 
formed by the power of enchantment." " I believe 
fo too," replied the fquire, " except in the affair of the 
blanketting, which really happened in the ordinary 
courfe of things." " Thou muft not imagine any 
fuch thing," anfwered the knight ; " for had that been 
the cafe, I fhouM have revenged thy caufe at the 
time, and even now would do thee juftice 5 but nei- 
ther at that time nor now, could I, or can I find 
any perfons to chaftife as the caufe of thy difafter." 

The company being defirous of knowing the affair 
of the blanket, the landlord gave a very minute de- 
tail of Sancho's capering, to the no fmall diverfion of 
all prefent, except the fquire himfelf, who would 
have been very much out of countenance, had not 
the knight affured him anew, that the whole was ef- 
feiSled by enchantm.ent : though the folly of Sancho 
never rofe to fuch a pitch, but that he firmly believed, 
without the leaft mixture of doubt or delufion, that 
his blanketing had been performed by perfons of 
flefh and blood, and not by phantoms or imaginary 
beingF, according to the opinion and affirmation of 
his mailer. 

M 6 Two 
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Two days had this illuftrious companjr already 
pafTed at the iniii from whence thinking it now high 
time to depart, they concerted matters in fuch a 
manner, as that, without putting Dorothea and 
Don Fernando to the trouble of returning with Don 
Quixote to the place of his habitation, in order to 
carry on the fcheme ' concerning the reftoration of 
queen Micomicona, the curate and barber were en« 
gbled to execute their deflgn of carrying him to his 
own houfej where endeavours might be ufed for the 
f:ure of his diforder. In confequence of this plan 
they agreed with the mafter of an ox waggon, who 
chanced to pafs that way, for tranfporting the knight 
in the following manner : having made a fort of 
wooden cage, capacious enough to hold Don Quixote 
at his eafe, Don Fernando, with his companions, 
the fervants of Don Lewis, together with the troopers 
' and innkeeper, by order and dire£tion of the curate, 
covered their faces, and difguifed themfelves, feme in 
9ne fhape, fome in another, fo as to appear, in Don 
Quixote's eyes, quite different from the people he 
had feen in the caftle. Thus equipped, they entered, 
i^rith ^11 imaginable ftlence, into the chamber where 
he lay afleep and fatigued with the toil he had un- 
dergone in the fkirmifhes already defcribed ; and 
btying iaft hold on him, while he fecurely enjoyed 
his eafe, without dreaming of fuch an accident, tied 
both his hands, and feet fo efFe£lually, that when he 
waked in furprize, he could neither move nor do 
any other tiling but teftify his wonder and perplexity 
at the fight of fuch ilrange feces. He then had rccourte 
to what his diftempered imagination continually fug- 
gefted, and concluded that all thefe figures were 
phantoms of that enchanted caiUe ; and that he him- 
felf was^ without all queftion, under the power of 
incantation, feeing he could not even ftir in his owi^ 
defence : and this conceit was exa<^y foreign by the 
c|irate, who was author ^f the whole cmtrivance. 

The 
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Th« only pcxfon of the whole company who remained 
unaltered^ both in figure and intelled, was Sancho^ 
who, though his tack of undcrftanding fell very little 
ihoit of his maker's infirmity, was not To mad but 
that he knew every one of the apparitions, though 
he durfl: not open his mouth, until he fhould fee the 
meaning of this ailault and capture of the knighr, ' 
who likewife expedited, in filence, the ifTue of his own 
^misfortune. 

Haying brought the cage into his apartment, they 
enclofed him in it, and fixed the bars fo fail, that it 
was impoffible to pull them afunder ; then taking it 
on their fhoulders, in carrying it out, they were 
faluted by as dreadful a voice as could be afTumed by 
the barber (I no not mean the owner of the pannel) 
who pronounced thefe words : O Knight of the 
Rueful Countenance ! afHi£b not thyfelf on account of 
thy prefent confinement, which is necefTary towards 
the more fpeedy accompliihment of that great adven- 
ture in which thy valour hath engaged thee ; and 
which will be atchieved when the furious Manchegan 
lion is coupled with the white Tobofian dove, their 
lofty necks being, humbled to the foft matrimonial 
yoke. From which unheard-of conjunction the world 
Ihall be blefled with courageous ' whelps, who wilt 
imitate the tearing talents of their valiant fire ; and 
this will happen ere the purfuer of the fugitive 
nymph (hall have twice performed his vifit through 
the refplendent conflellations, in his natural and ra- 
pid courfe. And O ! thou the mofl noble and obe-v 
dient fquire that ever wore fword in belt, beard on 
chin, or fmell in noflril, be not difmayed nor dif- 
contented at feeing .the flower of knight errantry thu^ 
carried off before thine eyes ; for if it pleafe the 
Creator of this world, foon (halt thou be b exalted 
and fublimed, as that thou wilt not even know thy- 
ic\ff neither (halt thou be defrauded of the fruit of 

thofi: promif^s which thy worthy lord ha$ made in 
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thy behalf J and I aflurc thee, in the name of the 
fage Fibberiana*, that thy falarr fhall be faithfully 
paid, as in^efFefl: thou wilt fee: follow, therefore 
the footfteps of the valiant and inchanted knight ; 
for it is neceflary that you fhould proceed together to 
the end of your career ; and as I aai not permitted to 
declare tnyfelf more explicitly, I bid you heartily 
farewell, and will return I well know whrther/* 
Towards the end of this prophefy, he r^ifed his 
voice to the higheft pitch, and then funk it gradu- 
ally to fuch a faint and diftant tone, that even thofe 
who were privy to the joke, were tempted to believe 
what Jhey had heard. 

Don Qiiixote remained very much comforted by 
this prophecy, the meaning of which he no fooner 
heard than comprehended ; interpreting the whole 
into a promife, that he fhould one day fee himfelf 
joined in the juft and holy bonds of matrimony with 
his beloved Dulcinea del Tobofo, from whofe fortu- 
nate womb would proceed thofe whelps (meaning his 
fons) which would perpetuate the glory of la Man- 
cha. In this perfuafion, therefore, and firm belief, 
be raifed his voice, and heaving a profound figh, re- 
plied, " O thou ! whofoiiJver thou art, whofe prog- 
n^ftication founds fo favourably in mine ears, I beg 
thou wilt, in my name, befeech the fage enchanter 
wio takes charge of my affairs, that he will not leave 
me to perifh in the confinement which I now fufFer, 
until I fhall have feen the accomplifhment T)f thofe 
joyful and incomparable promifes which thou haft 
uttered in my behalf. So fhall I glory in the bard- 
fhips of this prifon, and bear with pleafure thefe 
chains with which my limbs are fettered : and inflead 
of comparing the boards on which I lie, to the rough, 
uncomfortable field of battle, confider them as the 

• • A word of c^nal fi^ificati«n yrkh Mentirociania, from Mentc- 
rofo, a liar. 

fcothin^ 
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foodiing down of the mpft happy and luxurious mar- 
riao-e-bed. With refpeft to the confolation of San- 
cho Panzaj, my fqurre, I confide m his virtue and af- 
fedtion, which will not allow him to forfake roe either 
in profperity or adverficy; for fhould his evil fortune, 
or my unhappy fate, hinder me from beft owing upon 
laixn the iflanJ, or fome equivalent according to my 
promife : at leaft he fliall not lofe his wages, fpeci- 
fied and bequeathed to him in my will that is already 
made ; a recompence which, though proportioned to 
my own flender ability, comes far fhort of his great 
and faithful ferv'ices.'* 

Here the fquire bowed in the moft refpediful man- 
ner, and kiffed both his hands, as he could not make 
liis compliments to one of them apart, they being 
faft bound together. Then the apparitions taking 
the cage upon their fhoulders, carried it to the wag- 
gon, in which it was immediately fixed, 

CHAP. XX. 

An account of the ftrange manner in which Don 
Quixote vwas enchanted, with other remarkable 
events. 

npxON Quixote feeing himfclf thus encaged, and 
-■-^ placed upon a cart, could nor help faying, 
** Many very grave hiftories have I read, concernino* 
Icnights-errant j but never did I read, fee, or hear 
that enchanted knights were tranfported in thicv man- 
ner, at fuch a pace as thefe lazy, flow-footed aniipali 
feem to promife ; for they ufed always to be carried 
through the air with furprifing fwiftnefs, wrapt up in 
fome dark and dufky cloud, or in a fiery chariot, or 
mounted on a~hypogrifF, or fome fuch creature ; fo 
that, before God ! I am utterly confounded at my 
own. fate, in being thus tranfported on a waggon 
drawn by oxen. But, perhaps, thfe chivalry#and en- 
chantments of this age follow a different path from 

that 
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that which was putfued of old^ and as I am a 
knight on the face of the earthy and the firft who re- 
vived the long-forgotten order of errantry, perhaps 
they may have alfo newty invented other kinds of in^- 
cantatlon and other methods of conveying tbofe 
whom they enchant. What is thy opinion of the- 
matter, fon Sancho ?" " I know not what my opi- 
nion is," replied the fquire> '^ hecaufe I am not (<> 
well read in the fcriptures of errantry as your, worfhip i- 
but for all that I will venture to affirm^ ay and fwear 
to it, that thefe apparitions who ftroU about us, are 
not altogether catholic." " Catholic f my * fl^ars !'" 
anfwercd the knight, " haw can they be catholic^ 
when they are all devils who have afiumed fantaftical 
ihapes, and come hither on purpofe to perform this 
deed, and leave me in my prefent fituation I But that 
thou mayft be f convinced of the truth of what I al- 
lege, endeavour to touch and feel them, and thou wilt 
perceive that they have no other bodies but forms- 
of condenfed air confifting of nothing but mere fem- 
bhnce." " Tore God \ fir," cried Sancho, " I have 
made that trial already, and that fame devil who goes 
about fo bufy, is well provided with good fubftantial 
flelh, and has another property widely different from 
what is reported of evil fpirits, all of whom, they fey, 
ftink of brimftone and other bad finells ; whereas he 
is fo well fcented with amber, that you may perceive 
it at the diftance of half a league." Sancho made 
this remark on Don Fernando, who being a man of 
fafhionv probably wore fcented linen. *' Marvel 
not 5f that circumftance, friend Sancho,*' replied the 
knight 'i ^^ for thou muft know that devils are a fet of 


• In the original", ml padre I my father ! which I have changed 
for an exclamation more frequently ufed in oiir language; 

f In the text the knight is guilty of a palable folecifm, in dc- 
liring Sanchp to touch and feel that, which he himfelf expceiUy ob- 
ferves was fulje<% neither to touch or feelings ' 
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very fagacious beings, and although they bring fmells 
along with them, they themfelves being fpiritSj can 
produce no fmell j or if any odour proceeds from 
them, it cannot be agreeable, but rather (linking and 
uh^vholfome, becaufe they carry their heU about them 
"wherefoever they are, and their torments admit of no 
kind of alleviation: now fweet fmells, being agree* 
ab]^ and delicious, cannot poflibly proceed from 
beings which are productive of nought but evil : 
therefore if, in thy opinion, that devil (hiells of am- 
ber, either thy fenfes are perverted, or he wants to 
impoie upon thy underftanding, by making thee be* 
lieve that he is not an inhabitant of hell," 

Don Fernando and Cardenio overhearing this dia* 
logue between the mafter and the fquire, were afraid 
of Sancho's ftumbling upon the difcovery of their 
whole plot, in which he feemed already to have made 
great progrefs : therefore determined to haften their 
departure, and calling the landlord afide, ordered 
him to faddle Rozinante, and put the pannel on San« 
cho's afs. This talk he performed with great dilpatch, 
white the curate agreed to give the troopers fo much 
n day for attending Don Quixote to the town where 
he lived. Cardenio having faftened the target to one. 
fide of the pummel of Rozinante's faddle, and the 
bafon to the other, made fiens for $ancho to mount 
his afs, and lead his mafter s deed by the bridle, and 
tfien ftationed two of the troope*^, with their car- 
bines, on each fide of the waggon. But before 
it began to move, the landlady, her daughter, and 
M&ritornes, came out to take leave of Don Quixote^ 
feigning themfelve^ extremely affected with his mif- 
fortune ; upon which he faid to them, " Weep not^ 
worthy ladies ; all thefe difaAers are incident to thofe 
who choofe my prqfeifion i an<l if I were not fubjecS: 
to fuch calamities, I (hould not deem myfelf a re- 
nowned kpiight-errant : for thefe things never happen 
to J^nights of litde fi^me and reputation^ wlxo are ne- 
ver 
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ver regarded, fcarce even remembered on the fece of 
the earth. It Is quite, otherwife with the vah'ant^ 
whofe virtue and va^ ur is envied by many princes 
and rivals, who endeavour by the moft perfidioas 
means to deftroy them ; but never thelefs, virtue is 
fo powerful, that of herfelf (he will, in fpite of all 
the necromancy poffefled by the firft inventor Zo- 
roafter, come ofF conqueror in every {cv^r^ trial, and 
dine refulgent in the world, as the fun (bines in the 
heavens, rardon me, beauteous ladies, if I have 
given you any difguft, through neglecl or omifiion j 
for willingly and knowingly, I never offended a living 
foul ; and pray to God to deliver ifte from this prifon 
in wh'ch I am confined by fome malicious enchanter i 
for if I regain my liberty, the favours I have received 
from your courtefy in^ this caftle,. (hall never efcape 
my remembrance, but always be aclcnowledgecl wiih 
gratitude, fcrvice^ and refpeA." 

While the knight made thefe profei&ons to the la- 
dies of the caftle,' the curate and barber took their 
leave of Don Fernando and his companions, the cap- 
tain and his brother, and all the happy ladies, efpe- 
cially Dorothea and Lucinda: they embraced each 
other, and agreed to maintain a correfpondence by 
letters, Don Fernando giving the curate a diredlion 
by which he might write to him an account of the 
knight's future behaviour and fate, than which, 
he protefted, nothing could yield him more pleafure : 
and promifmg, for his own pa:rt, to inform the prieft 
of every thing which he thought would conduce to his 
fatisfadtion, relating to his own marriage, the bap- 
tifm of Zorayda, the fuccefs of Don Lewis, and the 
return of Lucinda to her father's houfe : the prieft 
having affured him that he would obey his commands 
with the utmoft puncSliuality, they embraced again, 
and repeated their mutual proffers of fervice. This 
innkeeper coming to the curate, put into hfs hand a 
bundle of papers, which he "faid he had found in the 
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lining of the portmanteau^ along with the novel of the 
Impertinent Curiofity ; and fmce the owner had not 
returned that way, he defired the prieft to accept of 
them ; for as he himfelf could not read, he had no 
occafion for fuch ufelefs furniture : the curate thank- 
ed him for his prefent, which he immediately opened, 
and found written in the title page, Rinconnete and 
Cortadilla *, a novel : from hence he concluded that, 
fince the Impertinent Curiofity was an entertaining 
ftory, this might alfo have fome merit, as being 
probably a work of the fame author ; and on this 
fuppofition put it 'carefully up, intending to perufe 
it^ with the firft convenient opportunity : then he 
and his friend the barber mounting their beafts, with 
their faces ftill difguifed, that they might not be 
known by Don Quixote, jogged on behind the- 
ivaggon, and' the order of their march was this : firft 
,of all proceeded the cart, condu<^ed by the driver, 
and guarded on each fide by the trooper3 with their 
carbines, as we have already obferved ; then followed 
Sancho Panza upon his afs, leading Rozinante by the 
bridle; and in the rear of all, c^me the curate and 
the barber ma&ed, and mounted on their trufty niules, 
with a grave and fdemn air, marching no faiter than 
the flow pace of the oxen would allow ; while the 
knight fat within his cage, his hands fettered and 
his legs outftretched, leaning againft the bars, with 
fuch iijence and refignation, that he looked more 
like a ftatue of ftone than a man of flefii and' blood:: 
in this flow and filent manner they had travelled 
about a couple of leagues, Whpn they arrived in a 
valley, which the waggoner thinking a convenient 
fpot for his purpofe, propofed to the curate, that 
they fhould halt to refre(h thcinnfelves, and let the 
oxen feed j but the barber was of opinion, that they 
fhould proceed a little farther to the other fide of a 
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riftng ground, which appeared at a (hiall diftance, 
where he knew there ^^s another valley better flored 
with grafs, and much more agreeable than this in 
which the waggoner propofed to halt. The advice of 
Mr. Nicolas was approved, and they jogged on accor- 
dingly. 

Aoout this time the curate chancing to look 
back, perceived behind them, fix or feven men well 
mpunted, who foon overtook them, as they did not 
travel at the phlegmatic pace of the oxen, but like 
people who rode on ecclefiaftic mules, and were defi- 
rous of fpending the heat of the day at an inn that 
appeared within lefs than a league of the waggoa : 
thefe expeditious ftrangers coming up with our flow 
travellers, faluted them courteoufly, and one. among 
them, who was a£tually a canon of Toledo, and 
mafter of thofe who accompanied him, obferving the 
regular proceffion of the waggon, troopers, Sancho^ 
Ri^inante, the curate and barber, and, in particular 
Don Quixote encaged and fecured as he was, couki 
not help aiking why, and whither they were convey- 
ing that man in fuch a manner ? though they had al- 
ready conje6hired, from the badges of the troopers^ 
that he muft be fome atrocious robber or delinquent^ 
the puniihment of whom belonged to the holy bro^ 
therhood. One of the troopers, to whom the queftion 
was put, anfwered, '' Signor, the gentleman himfelf 
will tell you the meaning of his travelling in this 
manne»^.; for our parts, we know nothing at all of 
the matter." The knight, overhearing what palTed, 
faid to ,the ftrangers, " Gentlemen, if you are (killed 
and converfant in matters of knight-errantry, I will 
communicate my misfortune; otherwife there is no 
reafon why I ihotidd fatigue myielf with the rela- 
tibn." 

By this time the curate and barber having per- 
ceived the travellers in converfation with the knight, 
came up, in order to prevent their plot from being 
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diicovcred, juft as the canon had begun to anfwer 
Don Quixote in thefe words : " Truly, brother, I 
anti better acquainted with books of chivalry than 
with the fummaries of Villalpando ; fo that, if there 
be nothing elfe requifite, you may freely impai-t to 
me as much as you pleafe." " A God's name, then," 
fatid Don Quixote, " if that be the cafe, you muft 
know, fignor cavalier, that I am enchanted in this 
cage, through the envy and fraud of'mifchievous ne- 
cromancers ; for virtue is always more perfecuted by 
tire wicked than beloved by tlie righteous : a knight- 
errant I am, though none of thofe whofe names Fame 
never enrolled in her eternal records ^ but of that 
number, whom maugre, and in defpite o'f Envy her- 
fclf, and all the magi whom Perfia ever pro'auced, 
with the brachmans of India, and gymnofophifts of 
Ethiopia, will leave their names engraved on the 
temple of immortality, as examples and patterns to 
fucceeding ages, by which all knights-errant may fee 
what fteps they muft follow, if they wifli to attain th^j 
height and honourable fummit of arms.'* 

Here the curate interpofing, faid, " Signor Don 
Quixbte fpeaks no more than the truth ; he is en^* 
chanted in that waggon, not on account of his own - 
crimes or mifdemcanors, but through the malice of 
thofe who iare difgufted at virtue, and ofFended at va- 
lour : tjiis, fignor, is the knight of the Rueful Coun- 
tenance, whole name perhaps you have heard, and 
whofe valiant exploits, and mighty atchievements, 
will be engraved on durable brafs, and carved in eter- 
nal, marble, in fpite of the unwearied effbrts of malice 
to cancel, and of envy to obfcure them." 

The canon hearing fuch a ftile proceed, not only 
from the prifoner's mouth, but alfo from the lips 
of him who was free, had well nigh croffed himfelf 
with aftoniihment, and could not conceive what had 
bfefallen him, while his whole company were feized 
with the fame, deg-ree of amazement: but Sancho 
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Panza, who was near enough to bear what pafled, 
being willing to undeceive the ftrangers, faid to then), 
^^ Gentlemen, whether what I am going to &y be ill 
or well uken, I muft tell you the cafe is this : my 
mafter Don Quixote is no more enchanted than the 
mother that bore me ; he enjoys his right wits, eat5, 
drinks, and does his occafions, like other men, and 
as he himfelf was wont to do^ before he was encaged : 
now, if this be the truth of the matter, how can any 
man perfuade me that he is enchanted ? fince I have 
heard divers perfons obferve, that thofe who are en- 
chanted, neither eat, ileep, nor fpeak ; whereas my 
mafter, if he is not hindered, will talk like thirty 
^ barrifters.'* Then turning to the curate, he pro- 
ceeded thus : " Ah, Mr. Curate, Mr. Curate ; you 
think I dont know you, and imagine that I cannot 
dive into the meaning of thefe new enchantments ; 
but you are miftaken : I know you very well, for all 
your mafking; and can fmell out your plots« difguife. 
them as you will : in (hort, as the faying is, Juft are 
virtue's fears, -where envy domineers j and Bounty 
will not flay, where niggards bear the fway. Damn 
the devil, if it had net been for your reverence, my 
mafter, by this time, would have been married to the 
princefs Micomicona, and I (hould have been an earl, 
at leaft ; for lefs I could not expeiSl, either from the 
generofity of my lord of the Rueful Countenance, or 
from the grcatnefs of my own fervices : but now I fee 
the truth of what is commonly faid, that fortune 
turns fader than a millwheel ; and that thofe who 
were yefterday at top, may find themfelves at bottom 
to-day. It grieves me, on account of my poor wife 
and cnildren, who, inftead of feeing their father come 
liome in the poft of governor or viceroy of fome ifland 
or kingdom, as they had great realbn to expe£^ will 
behold him returning in the ftation of a common 
groom : all this I have pbfervedj Mr. Curate, for no 
«^ther reafon but to prevail upon your fatheribip to 

make 
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make' a confcience of the ill treatment my mafter 
receives at your hands ; and confider that God may 
call you to accoui»t in the next world for th s capti- 
vity of my lord Don Quixote, and for all the I'uccours 
and benefits that are prevented by his being thus con- 
fineJ." 

*' SnufF me thefc candles (cried the barber, heaj- 
ing the fquire's declaration), why, fure, Sancho, you 
belong to your mafter's fraternity j by the Lord ! I 
find you ought to keep him company in his cage, and 
undergo the fame fort of enchantment, fo much are 
you infected .with the humour of his chivs^lry : in an 
unhappy moment were you got with child by^is 
promifes, and in an evil hour did that ifland you harp 
fo much upon take pofleffion of your (kull.** " I am 
not with child by any perfon whatever," anfwered 
Sancho, " nor will I fuffer any king in Chrifi-cndom 
to beget a child upon my body ; for though I be a poor 
man, I'm an old Chriftian, and owe no man a far* 
thing : if I long for an ifland, others long for things 
that are worfe, every one being the fon of his own 
works : the loweft mortal may come to be pope, 
much more governor of an ifland, efpecially as my 
mafter may gain more than he knows well what to do 
with. Mr. Barber, you had better think before you 
fpeak : there is fomething eWe to do than (having of 
beards ; and one ♦ Pedro may diflEer from another : this 
I fey, becaufe we know one another j and you muft 
not think to palm falfe dice upon me : with regard to 
the enchantment of my mafter, God knows the truth, 
and there let it lie ; for, as the faying is, The more 
you ftir it, the more it will you know what.'* 

The barber durft not make any reply, left Sancho's 
iimplicity fhould difciver what he and the curate 
were To defirous of copcealing ; and the prieft being 
under the fame apprehenfion, deiired the canon to 


* E^uivalcbt to wx faying, *< Every jack is not a good fellow.*' 
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ride on with him a litde before the waggon, pro- 
miftng to difclofe the myftery of the encaged knight, 
with other particulars that would yield him fome di- 
verdon : the canon put on accordingly, with his fer- 
vants, liftening attentively to every thing the curate 
was pleafed to communicate, concerning the rank, 
employment, madnefs, and manners of Don Quixote; 
for he briefly recounted the caufe and beginning of 
his diforder, with the whole progrefs of his adven- 
tures until he was fecured in the cage, by their con- 
nivance that they might carry him home to his own 
' houfe, and endeavour to find fome cure for his dif- 
temper. 

The canon and his fervants were aftoniihed anew, 
at hearing the ftrange ftory of Don Quixote, which 
being finifhed, the Toledan replied, " Truly, Mr. 
Curate, I am firmly perfuaded that thofe books of 
chivalry are very prejudicial in the commonwealth ; 
for though I have been induced by a falfe tafle and 
idle curiofity, to read the beginning of almofl every 
one that hath been printed, I never could prevail 
upon myfelf to read any one of them from the firft 
to the lafl page ; becaufe, in my opinion, they are 
all of the fame (lamp, without any eflential difference ; 
and indeed that kind of compofition feems to fall 
iinder that fpecie$ of writing called the Milefian fables, 
which are no other than extravagant tales calculated 
for mere amufement, without zny tendency to in- 
ftru£l:ion : on the contrary, the fcope of your apo- 
logues is to convey inftrudlion and delight together. 
Now, though the principal intention of thofe books 
is to delight and entertain the reader, I do hot fee 
how they can anfwer that end, being, as they are, 
fluffed with fuch improbable nonfenfe : for the plea- 
flire that the foul conceives, is from the beauty and 
harmony of thofe things which are contemplated by 
the view, or fuggefled by the imagination ; fo that we 
can receive no pleafure from objects that arc unriatu- 
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ral and deformed. And what beauty, Symmetry or 
proportion can be obferved in a book, con-Cftiniiig the 
hillory of a youth of feventeen, who, witfconcback- 
ftroke, cuts through the middle a giant like a tower, 
with as much eafe as if he had been made of parte; 
and in the defcription of a battle, after having ob- 
ferved that there are no lefs than a million of com- 
batants on the fide oppofite to that which the hero 
of the piece efpoufes, we muft, in defpite of common 
fenfe, believe, that fuch a knight obtained the vidory 
by the fmgle valour of his invincible arm. Then, how 
{hall we account for the confidence with which fome 
queen, emprefs, or orphan heirefs, throws hcrfetf 
into the prote6lion of an unknown knight-errant? 
What mind, if not wholly barbarous and uncultivat- 
ed, can be pleafed with an account of a huge tower 
full of knights, failing upon the fea, like a (hip before 
the wind; being pver-night upon the coaft of 
Lombardy, and next morning arrived in the dorni- 
nions of Preller John, in the Indies, or in fome 
other country which Ptolemy never difcovered, nor 
Marcus Polus ever faw ? If to this obfervation, it be 
anfvvered, that the authors of thofe books do not 
pretciid that the (lories they contain are true; and 
therefore they are under no nccelfity of adhering to 
fuch niceties of compofition : I reply, that fi^ion ig 
alway the .better, the nearer it refembles truth ; and 
agreeable in proportion to the probability it bearsy 
and the doubtful credit which it iufpires. Wherefore, 
all fuch fables ought to be fuited to the underiland- 
ing of thofe who read them, and written fo, as that 
by foftening impoOibilities, fmoothing what is roughs 
and keeping the mind in fufpenfe, they may furprife^ 
agreeably perplex and entertain, creating equal ad- 
miration and delight ; and thefe never can be excited 
by authors who forfake probability and imitation, in 
which the perfc^ion of writing confifts* I hav^ ne- 
ver as yet fccn in Jiny book of chivalry, ttn entire 
'Vol.11. N bcdy 
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body of a fable, with all its members fo proportioned 
as that the middle correfponds with the beginning, 
and the end is fuitable to both : on the contray, one 
would think the author's intention is commonly to 
.form a chimera or monfter, ipftead of a figure well 
proportioned in all its parts* Befides, their ftyle is 
ufuaily harfli, their atchievements incredible, their 
amours lafcivious, their courtefy impertinent, their 
battles tedious, their dialogue infipid, their voyages 
extravagant, and, in fhort, the whole void of all in- 
genuity pf invention ; fo that they deferve to be 
baniflied 9S ufelefs members from every Chriftian 
comrrion wealth." 

The curate, who had liftened with great attention, 
hearing the canon talk fo fenfibly, looked upon him 
as a man of excellent underflanding, and aflTented to 
every thing he faid, obferving that, in confequence 
of his being of the fame opinion, and of the grudge 
be bore to fuch books of chivalry, he had burned a 
great number of thofe that belonged to Don Quixote. 
He then gave him a detail of the fcrutiny which had 
been made, diftinguifhihg fuch as he fpared, from 
thofe that he condemned to the flames. 

The traveller laughed heartily at this account of 
fuch an extraordinary trial, faying, that notwith- 
ftanding what he had advanced to the difadvantage of 
fuch books, there was one thing in the.n which he 
could not but approve ; namely, the fubjeft they pre- 
fented for a good genius to difplay itfelf, opening a 
large and ample field in which the pen might, at 
leifure, expatiate, in the defcription of Ihipwrecks, 
tempells, battles, and encounters; painting a valiant 
general with ail his neceflary accomplifliments, fage 
and penetrating into the enemy's defigns ; eloquent 
and efFe£tual, either in perf^ading or difluading hia 
foldiers, ripe in council, prompt in execution, and 
equally brave in (landing or in giving an aiTault. One 
while recounting a piteous^ tragical ftory^ at aor 
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other time, defcribing a joyful and unexpected ^vent ; 
Here a moft beautiful lady endued with virtue, dif- 
cretion, and referve^ there, a Chriitian knight pof- 
fefled of courtefy and valour ; in the third place, an 
outrageous boafling barbarian; and in a fourth, a 
polite confiderate, gallant prince : not forgetting to 
defcribe the faith and loyalty of vafTals, together with 
the grandeur and generofity of great men. The au- 
tliormay alfo flbew himfelf an allrologer, geographer, 
muiician, and well (killed in ilate ailair$ ; nay, if he 
be fo minded, he will fometimes have an opportunity 
of manifefting his fkill in necromancy and magic :' 
he may reprefent the cunning of Ulyfles, the piety of 
.^neas, the valour of Achilles, the misfortunes of 
He£ior, the perfidy of Sinon, the friendftiip of Eu- 
ryalus, the liberality of Alexander, the ability of 
Caefar, the clemency and candour of Trajan, the 
fidelity of Zopyrus, the wifdom of Cato, and finally, 
all thofe qualifications which coftftitute the per- 
fe£lion of an illuftrious hero; fometimes uniting 
them in one, fometimes dividing them into feverai 
charafters; and the whole being exprelTed in aU 
agreeable ftile and ingenious invention, that bor- 
ders as near as poflible upon truth, will, doubtlefs, 
produce a web of fuch various and beautiful texture, 
as when finiflied,. to difplay that perfcftion vi^hich 
will attain the chief end and fcope of fuch writings, 
which, as I have already obferved, is to convey m- 
ftru£l:ion mingled with delight. Befides, the unli- 
mited compofition of fuch books gives the author 
opportunities of fhewing his talents in epics, 
lyrics, tragedy and comedy, and all the different 
branches of the delicious and agreeable arts of poetry 
and rhetoric : iox epics may be written in profe as 
well as verfe." 
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CHAP. XXI. 

lai which the canon profecutes the fubjeft of knight- 
errantry, and makes other obfervations worthy of 
his genius. 

** TVI^' Canon," faid the curate, " what you havC 
^^'^ obferved, is extremely juft ; and therefore 
tliofe authors deferve the greater reprchenfion, who 
have cpmpofed fuch books, without the leaft regard 
to good fenfe or the rules of art, by which they 
might have condufted their plans, and rendered theni- 
felves. as famous in profe as the two princes of Greek 
and Larin poetry are now in verfe." " Imyfelf," re- 
plied the canon, ** have been tempted to write a book 
of chivalry, obfcrving all the maxims and precautions 
I have now laid down : nay, to tell you the truth, no 
kfs than an hundred fheets of it are already \vrit- 
ten ; and in order to try if my own opinion of it 
was well founded, I have communicated my perform- 
ance to a great many people, who are paflionately 
fond of that kind of reading; not only men of learn- 
ing and tafte, but alfo ignorant perfons, who chiefly 
delight in extravagant adventures ; and I have been 
favoured with the agreeable approbation of them 
all ; neverthelefs, I have not proceeded in the work ; 
becaufe, I not only thought it fpreign to my profcf- 
fion, but likev/ife concluded, that the world abounds 
much more with fools than people of fenfe; and 
though an author had better he applauded by the 
few that are wife, than laughed at by the many that 
are foolifli, I was unwilling to expofe myfelf to the 
uninformed judgment of the arrogant vulgar, whofe 
province it principally is to read books of this kind : 
but what contributed moil: to my laying- afide the 
pen, and indeed all thoughts of bringing the work 
to a fonclufion, was, a refleftion I made upon the 
comedies of the prefent age. If, faid 1 to myfelf, 

our 
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our modem plays, not only riiofc which are formed 
upon fi£tion, but likewife fuch as are founded on the 
truth of hiftory^ are all, or for the ^reatell part, 
umverfally kopwn to be monllrous produ£lions, with- 
out cither head or tail, and yet received with pleafure 
by die muititude, who approve and efteem them as* 
excellent performances, though they arc far front 
deferving that title ; and if the authors who compofcy 
and the abbots who reprefent tliem, ai&rm that this 
2.nd no other method is to be pra£^ifed, becaufe the 
multititde muil be pkafed> that thofe which beat the 
marks of contrivaoec^ and produce a fable. digeOfed 
aceofdhig to the rufea o£ art, ferve only for enter-* 
taimnenttafour or five people o£ tafte, who di£aer» 
tbr b^uties. of the plan, which utterly efcape all the 
reft of the attdience ; and th^t it is oetter for them 
to gain' % comfertabie- Uvelihood by th?e numyy fekatv 
ftarve vspoa repuCatton; with the kw ; at thia rate^ 
Cud I^ if i fhould liaift my book, after having 
fcorched everv hair in my witters, in poring over it, 
to preferve tkofe ruks aad precepts already men- 
tioned^ I might fare at kft,, IHce the * £i^ciouist 
botcher, who fewed lor nothing, atid found his 
cuftomera in thread. I hastr fometimes e&dcavQured 
tif perfoade the piayears^ thst they were miftaken ia 
tfaeis maxims V and Aai they would hotng imose 
company to their hou&» smd acquire muck inore ve<» 
putation, by reprefentingr regoJar ooilMdie^ tkict 
xuch ^iurd' performances'; bttt I always fotinA tbeasir 
fo obftixxatdy bigotted to their ownr fancieiiy that no 
evidence or demonftratioa' could alter their xipinioit 
m the leaft. I remember I once £iad to one of tbofb 
pragmatic fellows^ ^' Don't you recoiled,, tbat, a£ew) 
years ago, three tragedies were aflsed, compofed by 
» celebrated poet of this kingdom y and ^at thiey 
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raifed admiration, pleafure, and furprife, in all who 
faw them exhibited, gentle as well as fimple, igno- 
rant as well as learned, and brought more money to 
the aftors than thirty of the beft that have fince ap- 
peared?" " Doubtlefs," anfwered the player, ** you 
mean Ifabelh, Phillis, and Alexandria." ** The very 
fame," fuid I : " and pray take notice, whether or not 
they are compofed according to rule, or failed topleafe 
every body, bccaufe they were regular ? Wherefore, 
ij^c fault does not lie in the multitude's demanding 
abfurdities, but in thofe who can reprefent nothing 
clfe; for there is nothing abfurd in the play of 
Ingratitude Revenged, nor in Numantia, the Mer- 
chant Lover, the Favourable Female Foe> nor in 
fome others which were compofed by poets of genius^ 
to their own reputation, and the advantage of thofe 
who reprefented -them. I made ufe of many more 
arguments, by which he feemed to be confuted, 
though not fo much fatisfied or convinced, as to re- 
traft his erroneous opinions." 

" Mr. Canon," faid the curate, interrupting him jn 
this place, " the fubjedtyou have touched upon awakes 
in me an old grudge I have bore to our modern 
plays, even equal to that I entertain againfl books 
of chivalry. Comedy, according to Tully^ ought to 
be the mirrour of life, the exemplar of manners, 
and pifture of truth ; whereas thofe that are repre- 
fented in this age, are mirrours'of abfurdity, exem- 
plars of folly, and pictures of lewdnefs ; . for furc 
nothing can be more abfurd in a .dramatic perform- 
ance, than to fee the perfon, who, in the firft fcene 
of the iirft a£^, was produced a child in. fwaddling- 
cfoaths, appear a full-grown man with a beard, in 
the fecond ; or to reprefent an old man aftive and 
valiant, a young foldier cowardly, a footmah elo- 
quent, a page a counfellor, a king a porter, and a 
princefs a fcullion. Then what iliall we fay con- 
cerning their management of the time and place, ii\ 

which 
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^lifch tKc a£Hons have, or may be fuppofed to havd 
liappened? I have feen a comedy, the firft aft of 
^which wSs laid in Europe, the fecond in A(ia, and 
the third was finiflied iti Afrita •, nay, had there beeu 
a fourth, the fccne wouid have fliifoid' to America,' 
fo that the fable would have travelled' through all 
the four divifionfs of the globe. If imitation be the 
chief aim of comedy, how caii any ordinary utider-* 
ftanding be fatisfied with feeing an aftion that pafled 
in the time of king Pepin and Charlemagne, afcribed 
to the emperor Heraclius, who being the principal 
^perfonage, is reprefented, like Godfrey of Bullogne; 
carrying the crofs into Jerufalem, and making him-* 
fclf mafter of the holy fepulchre ; an infinite number 
of years having pafled between the one and the other. * 
Or, when a comedy is founded upon-fiftion, to fee 
fcraps of rcat hiftory introduced, and fads mifrepre- 
fented both with regard to perfons and times ; not 
with any ingenuity of contrivance, but with the moft 
manifeft and inexcufablc ertors* aiid ftufudity : and- 
what is worft of all, there is a fct of ignorant pretend- 
ers, who call this the perfedfion of writing ; and, 
that every attempt to fucceed, by a contrary method 
is no other than a wildgoofe chace*. Again, if we 
confider thofe plays that are written on divine fub-- 
jefts, how many falfe miracles do they contain ? how 
many^ apocryphal events mifundcrftood by the au- 
thor, who frequently confounds the operations of 
one faint with thofe of another? nay, in prophane 
fubjcds, they have the aflurance to work miracles, • 
for no other rcfpcft or confideration, but becaiife they 
think fuch a miracle will make 'a very decent appear- 
ance in fuch a' place ; atid as they ter^i it, attraft 
the admiration of the vulgar, and bring them in 
crowds to the play ; but all this tedounds to the 
prejudice of truth, the contempt of hiftory, and fcan.. 
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dal of our Spauifh wits i, ia that the audu^rs of odrct 
nations, who pun&ualiy ob&rve the unitoes of the 
drama> coacludc, that we are barbaroas and igno* 
rant, ficom our abfurd and prepoderous produc^ioas. 
Neither is^ it a fiifficLent excufe to fay, . that the in* 
tcntr of all; wcH-govcrncAcommonwealits, in permit- 
tiag public play$ to be a£led, is to entertaini th^ 
comm^i^ people with feme honeft recreation^, in. or- 
der to divert thofe bad humouxs> which idleneiii 
ufually engenders *> and that,, iince this end i$ an-' 
fw^ered by any play^ whatever, eiither good, or bad, 
tlier« is no occafion to cramp and limit tlie authoi^ 
ot a£lors' to the j.uil laws of compofitioa ^ t^ pur- 
pofe of the legiiiature being, as i have {aid» accoai^^ 
pliihed without any fuch reitri6lioa« To this fuggef- 
tion I anfwer, that the fame end^ witlioiU: any fort 
of comparifon, will ^^e much better, anfwered by good 
than bad comedies^ for after having, feen an artful 
and well-digefted p]aj( rcpre&nted, the heacer will 
go away delighted with the comic parts^ inftru£3be4 
by the feciousy* and agreeably &ixrpri£edwidi tKe in-* 
cident&; collecting iilormation! from th£ dialoguCji 
precaution from, thcr deeeits o( the fable ;. experieiice 
from the examples exhibited, afieCtionr for virtue* 
aadf iodigaation for vice* All' thefe fenfationsy. I layj^ 
will a good comedy excite ia die (pe^toi'si mind» 
let it be never fo ftupid and udcultivated : fox q£ alt 
impoffibilities, it is the moll impoHible) that a co«>^ 
medy,, thus perfe^ in all its parts,., fhould not vield 
more entertainment, fatisfa£lioB, and delight, tliaa 
one that isdefe<9:ive in each particular, as the greateft 
part of our modern pieces are. N«ithex is tliis want 
of corrcdfcnefe always to be laid to the author's charge ^ 
for there are fome poets among us who are peifeftly 
well acqiuainted with the rules of writings and could 
eafily avoid any fxich errors of compoiitton ; but as 
their pieces are made for fale, they fay, and it is 
very true, that the players would not purchafe them 

if 
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il they were of any other ftamp : fo that the author 
is fain to accommodate himfelf to the demand of the 
aftor who pays him for his work. The truth of this 
obfervation evidently appears in a great number of 
comedies which have been ccwnpofed by a mod. happy 
genius of thefe * kingdoms, with fo much wit, plea* 
fan try, elegance of verfification, genteel dialogue^, 
fententious gravity, and finally with fuch elocution- 
and fublimity of ftyle, that the whole world refounds 
with his fame: yet, in Anting himfelf to the falfe 
tafte of the a£bors, he hath not been able to bring 
them all to the requifite point of perfeftion. Othera 
again are fo inconfiderate in tlieir productions, tliat 
after a reprefentatioii, the players have been frequently 
obliged to fly and abfcond, for fear of chaftifement, 
on account of having exhibited fomcthing to the 
prejudice of royal heads, or difhonour of noble fami-i 
lies : now, all thefe inconvenienceis, with many more 
that I do not choofe to mention, might be prevented^ 
if there was at coi!rt fome perfon of tafte and leani- 
ing, appointed to examine every dramatic perform- 
ance before its appearance on the ftage ; and this* 
precaution (houid affeck not only the plays compofeA 
in Madrid, but all pieces whatever to be rcprefented 
within the monarchy of Spain 5 for, without tlie ap- 
probation of this lieencer, ^figned and fealed, no ma- 
giftrate (hould allow any produ£lion to be a£led 
within the bounds of his jurifdiftion. In confequence 
of this expedient, the a£lors would take care to fuh«^ 
mlt every play to the cenfure of the examiner, that 
they might afterwards reprefent them with fafety j 
and the authors would employ more caut^ion and 
ftudy in their compofnionsy knowing that they muft 
pafs the rigorous examination of an intelligent judge :; 
in this manner, good comedies would be protiuced, 
and^ the airn of fuch writings happily accomplifhed, 

• Lopez de VegaCarpio. 
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to the entertainment of the people, and the credit of 
Spaniih wits; while the a£lors would reprefent them 
with fecurity and advantage, and the ftate be ex- 
empted from the trouble of chaftiiing fuch delin- 
quents. .And if the fame licencer, or any other per- 
fon, were invefted with the charge of examining 
books of chivalry, before they fee the light, fome 
performances of that fort would certainly appear in 
ail the perfeftion you have defcribed, enriching our 
language with the delightful and precious treafure of 
eloquence ; while the old romances would be entirely 
eclipfed by the light of the new, that would fumifh 
rational amufement not only for the idle, but alfo 
for thofe who are moft induftrious; feeing it is im- 
poilible for the bow to continue always bent, or that 
feeble nature cah fabfift, without fome innocent re- 
creation. 

Thus far bad the canon and curate proceeded In 
tlicir converfation, when the barber coming up to 
them, faid to his townfman, ^* Mr. Licentiate, this 
is the place in which I propofed to halt, that the 
oxen might have frefli pafture in abundance.*' The 
curate approved of the hint, and communicated their 
intention to the canon, who refolved to flay with 
them, being invited by the fituation of a delicious 
valley that prefented itfelf to his view ; that he 
might therefore enjoy the agreeable fpot, together 
with the converfation of the curate, for whom he had 
already conceived an afFeftion, and be more particu- 
larly informed of Don Quixote's exploits, he ordered 
his domeftks to proceed to an inn, which was not far 
off, and bring from thence viftuals fufficient for the 
whole company ; for he was refolved to fpcnd the 
afternoon v^'here he was. One of the fervants told 
him that the fumpter mule, which by that time had 
reached the inn, carried provifion enough, and that, 
they fliould want nothing but barley for the beatfts- 
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**lf that be the cafc,^ faid the canon, ** carry the reft 
to the inn, and brine the fumpter-mule hither." 

Mean while, Sancho, perceiving that he niight now 
fpeak to his mailer, without being overheard by the> 
curate and barber, of whom he was fufpicious, ap- 
proached the cage, and thus addrefFed himfelf to the 
knight : " Truly, Sir, in order to difbuithen my 
confcience, I muft tell you fometfaing concerning this 
fame enchantment. Thefe people, with mafks on 
their faces, are no other than the curate and barber 
of our town, who, I verily believe, have contrived' 
to cany you off in this manner, out of pure envy 
and fpite, becaufe your worlhip has got the heels of 
them in your famous atchievements : now, this be- 
ing fuppofed, it follows, as plain as the uofe upon 
my face, that you are not enchanted, but rather 
fooled and bamboozled.- As a ^ proof of which, I 
defire to aik you one queftion, which, .ifrryou anfwcr, 
as I do believe you will, your worfliip may -clap; your 
ten fingers on the- trick, and perceive -that* you are 
not enchanted, but that your -whole brain is turned 
topfy-turvy." *' A(k what you will,*' fon Sancbo,>- 
replied Don Quixote, -** I \Vill freely anfwer, and fa- 
tisfy your doubts to the bed of my power : with re- 
gara to your faying, that thofe who attend us are our 
friends and town fmen the curate and barber, * fo in- 
deed they may appear to your eye : but, that they: 
are really: and efFedlually fo> you muft, by no means, 
believe ; on the contrary, you are to conclude, that,' 
if they refemble our friends, the enchanters, who can 
aflume what form they pleafe, have taken that ap-*- 
pearance and refemblance, to miflcad* your credit, 
and bewilder your imagination in fuch a labyrinth of • 
perplexity, that even the clue of Thefeus \<''ould not- 
extricate your thoughts :• befidcs, they may ^have- 
done it with a view of confounding my judgment, 
that I might cot be able to gucfs. from what quarter 
my misfortune proceeds ; for, if on -one hand,. you? 
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affirm^ tkat I am attended by the barber and^ curate 
of our town ; and on the other I find my felf encaged ; 
though I am fenfibk that notliing but fupematural 
force could fuilice to coufine me thus» what wouid ] 
you hare me fay or think, but that the manner of 'j 
my enchantment exceeds every thing I have read in ' 
ail the hiftories that treat of enchanted knights? 
Wherefore, fet your heart at reft, and. take it for 
granted, that thefe are as far from being the perfous 
you have mentioned, as I am from being a Turic. 
With refpe£b to the defire of aiking m&queftion^ I 
repeat my promife of anfwering, even if diy interro* 

fjations ihould laft till to morrow morning.'* " God's 
)lefled mother !" cried the fquire with greatvocifera- 
tion, " is it poflible that your worfliip can be fo thick-^ 
fkulled and brainlefs, as not to perceive the truth of 
what I allege, and fee that this imprtfonment and 
misfortune is more owing to malice than enchant- 
ment ? But fecine it is fo, I will venture to protc> 
beyond all. contradkStion, that you are no more en-» 
chanted than my afs: tell me, therefore, as God 
ihall deliver you from this mifchance, and as you 
hope to fee yourfelf in the arms of my lady Dulci- 
nea, when you leaft expeft any fuch good luck^*" 
** Truce with thy conjuration," faid the knight, '* and 
a(k what thou wilt > I have already pvomifed to an- 
fwer with the utmoft punAuality." " That is my re- 
queft," anfwcred Sancho ; ** and what I want to know, 
is, that your worihip will tell me, without eking or 
curtailing God's precious truth, but in honeft fim- 
plicity of heart, as it ought to be, and always is told, 
thofe who, like your worOiip, profefs the occupation 
of arms, under the title of knights-errant — *' " I 
tell thee," cried the knight, interrupting him, ^* I will 
not in the leaft prevaricate ; difpatch then, Sancho, 
for truly I am quite tired with fo many falvos, feli- 
citations and preambles.'* " I make fo b ild,'* replied 
the fquire, *^ becaufe I am well aware of my mafter's 
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gobdnefs and (incerkfy which being as-it were to the^ 
ptnrpofe, I aik (widi reverence be it fpoken) whether 
or not, fince you h»ve been cdafinjed, and^ as you* 
fuppofe, enchanted in this cage, your worihip h^tb* 
fek any motion or defire to undam either way, as the 
fayiag is ?" ** I do not know what you mean by un-^ 
dai9&flruiig»." anfwered Don Quixote ; ^' you mud be 
more explicit, Sancho, if you expe£k an aufwer to the 
purpofe." ^ It is poffible/' faid the fquire, " that your. 
worfhip ihould be ignorant of tlie meaning of the 
word uodamming^ which is the' firft thing the boys;^ 
\taan at Hcbool ? Well then, you muil know, L 
warned to aik if you never had any inclination to da 
thai which no body elfe can do for you.** " Now I 
mideriland thee, Sancho," faid the knight \ ^* verily„ 
I have had divers calls of that nature,, one of whicK 
is at prefent very importunate : pray fall upon fomc 
metiiod to difembarrafs me ; for I believe all is not 
fb fweet and clean aa it ought to be»'* 

CHAP. XXII. 

The fage converfation that pafled between Sancho 
Panza and his mailer Don Quixote. 

'* tJ A !" cried Sancho, " have I caught you at laft?. 
-*-*• This ia what I wanted to know, with aH my 
heart and foul : eomc on, fir, there is no denying, of 
what is comnkonly faid, when any perfon is in the 
dumps, I know not what is the n^atter with fuch an 
one \ he neither eats, drinks, nor fleeps, nor anfwers- 
to the purpofe, when he is fpoke to j. fure the man, 
mult be enchanted : from whence we arc to conclude^, 
that thofe who are. enchanted neither eat, drink, 
fleep) nor do their natural occafions, as I have ob-> 
ferved ; but this is not the cafe with fuch as are dif- 
turbed with the inclination that your worfhip at pre- 
fent feels, drinking when they can get liquor, eating 
when they can lay hold on food, and giving plain an* 
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fwcrs to every queftion that is a(ked." ** Thou art in"' 
the right," replied Don Quixote : " but I have already 
told mec, diat there are aiiFerent kinds of enchant- 
ment ; and time may havie fo entirely altered the 
fafhion, that thofe wno are under the power of en- 
chantment in this age may, like me, retain the ufe of 
their faculties, though it was quite otherwife of old ;• 
fo that there is no arguing or drawing confequences^ 
againft the di^fferent prafkice of different times, h 
am fenfible ^nd certain of my being enchanted ; and' 
that is fufficient for the quiet of my confcience, which 
would give me great uneafinefs, if I had the leaft^ 
doubt about my fate, and allowed myfelf to be in 
this cage, like an idle coward, deceitfuHy with— 
holding my fuccour from a great number of the needy 
and opprefled, who, at this very hour, muft be in^ 
the moft abfolute and extreme necefDty, from thc^ 
vrant of my aid and proteftion." " Neverthelefs,** 
anfwered the fquire, " for your more abundant fatis-^ 
faftion, your worfhip, methinks, might try to efcape 
from this prifon J for' my own part. Til be bound 
not only to give my afliftance, but even to w^ork your- 
deliverance j and then you may endeavour to remount' 
your trufty Rozinante, who trudges along a$ melan- 
choly and fad as if he was enchanted alfo. This* 
being performed, let us try our fate once more in 
queft of adventures ; and if they do not turn out to< 
our expeftation, it will be time enou^ to return to 
the cage, in which, I promife, on the laith of a true* 
and loyal fquire, to (hut rayfelfup with your worfliip,' 
if perchance, through your ill fortune or my folly, this 
that I mention fhould not fucceed." *' I am content 
to follow thy counfel, brother Sancho/* replied the 
knight ; "and whenever thou fhalt- perceive a proper 
conjunwure for effefting my deliverance, I. will im- 
plicitly obey thee in every thing ; but thou wilt fcon 
find ihyfelf deceived in thy opinion of my niifliap." . 

, Tlii^ 


D ON QJJI XOT E. 27J 

r This converfation between the knight-errant and 
the erring fquire^ lafted until they arrived at tlie place 
in which the curate, canon, and barber, who had 
already alighted, waited for them. The waggoner 
immediately unyoking his oxen, turned them loofe int 
that verdant and delicious fpot, the coolnefs of whicK 
was extremely inviting, not only to enchanted people^ 
like Don. Quixote, but alfo to perfons of intelligence 
and difcretion, like his fquire, who befought the cib^, 
rate to let his matter come out of the cage for a few- 
minutes : becaufe, without fuch permiiEon, the pri- 
fon would not be quite fo clean as the decency of fuch 
a knight required. The curate, underflanding what, 
he meant, told hix][i that he would willingly grant his 
requeft, were he not under fome apprehenfion that 
his mailer, finding himfelf at liberty, would play one 
of his old pranks, and be gone where men fnould 
never fee his face again. ** 1 will be bound for his 
good behaviour," anfwered Sancho : " And I alfo,'* 
faid the canon, " efpecially if he will promife, on the 
word of a knight, not to ftir from our prefence, untiL 
he ftiall have obtained our confent." 

*^ I will (cried the knight, who overheard all that, 
pafTed), the more fo, as one who, likQ me, is en-> 
chanted, cannot be at liberty to make ufe of his own 
perfon ^ for the enchanter can fo utterly deprive him 
of ail motion, that he fhall not be able to ftir from 
the place for three whole ages : and if he fhould make 
his efcape, would whifk him back through the air in a 
twinkling." This being the cafe, he faid, they might ' 
very fafely uncage him, efpecially as fuch indulgence 
w:ould redound to the benefit of the whole company : 
for he protefted, that if they did not comply with his 
prefent neccflities, he Ihould be obliged to incom- 
mode their fcnfe of fmellin^, unlefs they removed to 
9 greater diftance from the place of his confinement. 

The canon, confiding in his word and honour, took 
him by the handsj tied as they were, and helped him 
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to dcfcend from his cage: then the knr;jht, heJng 
infinitely rejoiced at his momentary deKveratiee, 
ftretched eyery joint in his body, and going up to- 
Rozinante, gave him a fhp on the buttocks, foying, 
•* I ftill hope in God arid his blefTed mother, thou 
flower and mirrour of ftecds ? that in a fliort time we- 
fliall both obtain our heart'« defire ; thou prancing 
under the agreeable preffure of thy lord, and I mount- 
ed upon thy trufty back, ex«rcifrng the employment 
for which Heaven fent me into the world. "^ Haviiig' 
pronounced this apoftrophe, he retired with Sancho- 
to a remote place, from whence he returned much 
cafed and comforted, and more defirous than ever of 
executing the project of his fquire. The canon could 
not help gazing upon him, being ffruck with admira- 
tion at the ftrangc unaccountable fymptoans of his 
diforder ; for, in all his conirerfation and repfies, he 
gave evident proofs of an excellent underftanding, 
and never loft himfeif *, except on the fubje<£i of chi- 
valry, as we have formerly obferved : he vras there- 
fore touched with compaffion for his infirmity, and 
when the whole compatir were leated on the grafs, 
waiting fiar the return of the fumpter-mule, addreffed 
himfeif to the k ight in this manner-: 

•* It is poflible, good fir, that the idle and un- 
lucky reading of books of chivalry can have fo for 
impaired your judgment, as that you fhouKl now 
believe yourfdf enchanted, and give credit to other 
illufions of the fame kind, which are as far from 
being true, as truth is diftant from falfehood? It » 
pofEble that the human und'erftanding can fuppofc 
that ever this v/orld produced that infinite number 6f 
Amadifes, with the whole crowd of famous knights, 
fo many emperors of Trebifond, Fleximartes of Hyr- 
cania, palfreys, damfels, ferpents, drago!#?^and giants ^ 
fo many incredible adventures, enchantments of dif- 
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ferent kinds^ battles, dreadful encountersi mngni&- 
cence of apparel, cnamoored princeiTes, fquires, cre- 
ated earls, witty dwarfs, billets, amorous expreifions, 
valiant ladies, and finally fuch extravagant events as 
are contained in books of knight*errantry ? For my 
own part, when I read a performance of that fort, 
without reflecting that it is a legend ef vanity and 
lies,' my imagination is a little amufcd ; but as fooa 
as I begin to confider i^ in the right point of view, I 
d^r the volume againll the wall, and would even 
commit it to the flames (if I fhould chance to be 
near a fire), as a criminal richly deferving fuch punifh* 
meat, on account of its falfehood and impofture, fa 
contrary to nature, and bewildered from me tra^ of 
comition (enie ; and as. an inventov of new fe£ts- and 
prepofterous ways of Kfe ; mifleadtng and inducing 
the ignorant vulgar to believe die abfurdities which it 
contains : nay, fo prefumptuous are fuch produAionSf 
as to difturb the minds of gentlemen- of birth and 
education, aa may be too plainly perceived by their 
eflFe£ls upon you, (ignor^ whom they have reduced to 
fuch a pals, as; to make it neceflary that you (hould 
be cooped iq» in a cage, and tranfported from place 
to place on a waggon, .like a lioQ or tygtsr^ exhibited 
as a (hew for money. Co to, fignor &>n Quixote ; 
feM^e pity upon yourfclfy return into the Imom o£ 
difcretion, and put thoie happy talents^ which Heaven 
bath been plealed to befliov^ upon you, to a better* 
ufe Y employing, your genius in other ftudies, which 
may ledoujidto the incpeaie of your honour, as well 
.as to the gpod of your foul ;. or,, if fwayed by youn 
iiatu<Fal inclination, you are dill defirous of reading 
the hiilories of exploits and atchievements^ ypu may 
have xecourie to tlie book of Judges, in the holy fcrip^ 
ture ;. and there you wiU find real miracles of mighty 
and actions equally valiant and true. Portugal pro*, 
d^iced a Viriatus, Rome a C«far, Carthage <tti Han- 
nibal, Greece an Alexander, Caftilc a count Fernan 

Gon- 
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'Gon^aleSj Valencia a Cid, Andalufia a Gonzalo Fer- 
nandez, Eftremadara a Diego Garcia de Paredes, 
Xercz a Garcia Perez de Vargos, Toledo a Garci- 
faflb, Sevil a Don Manuel de Leon ^ the hiftory of 
their valiant exploits will afford entertainment, in- 
ftru£);ion, furprize and delight, to readers of the moft: 
fublime conception. Such ftudy as this would be 
worthy of the good fenfe of fignor Don Quixote,' who 
would thus become learned in hiftory, enamoured of 
\irtue, improved in worth, bettered in morals, brave 
without raihnefs, cautious without cowardice ; while 
the whole would redound to the honour of God, his 
own particular emolument, and the renown of La 
Maficha, from whence I underfland his family and 
origin is derived/* 

Don Quixote liftened with infinite attention to this- 
harangue \ and even after he perceived it was finifhed, 
fooked ftedfaftly at the canon for fome time, before 
he anfwered in thefe word's ; " Signer HidalgOi if I 
am not miftaken, the fcope of yourdifcourfe wa$ tof 
convince me that there never were knights-errant 
in this world ; that all the booksof chivalry are falfe,- 
deceitful, unprofitable, nay mifchievous in a common*- 
wealth ; that I have been much to blame in readings 
more fa in believing, and liioft of all in imitatin? 
the charafter they defcribe, by following the moft 
painful profcffion of knight^rrantry ; and laftly, you 
deny that ever there was art Amadis cither of Gaul or 
Greece, or that any one of that vaft number of knights 
recorded in thofe writings had any real exiftence.'*^ 
** Tbu have exaftly fummed up my allegations,'' faid 
the canon. " You were likewife pleafed to add," re- 
fumed the knight, " that fuch books had done me in- 
finite prejudice, impaired my judgment, and reduced 
me to the neceffity of being confined in a cage ; and 
that I would do weJl to amend and alter my courfe 
of ftudieSj.and to ufe performances which contain 
more truth*,. inftruft ion, and delight.'* *'That,*' fai<t 

the. 
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the canon, ** was my precife meaning/* " Why then," 
cried Don Quixote, " in my opinion, the perfon im- 
paired in his judgment, and enchanted, is no other 
than your worlhip, who have prefumed to utter fuch 
blafphemies againft an order fo well received in the 
world, and eftablifhcd as truths. that he who like you 
denies it, deferves the fame punifliment you inflifted 
upon thofe books that gave you difguft ; for to fay 
that there never was fuch a perfon as Amadis, or any 
other of thofe adventurous knights, wi^h whom hlf- 
tory abounds, is like an endeavour to perfuade peo- 
ple, that froft is not cold, that the fun yields no light, 
and the earth no fuftenance. Will any earthly elo- 
quence make a. man believe that the (lory of the In- 
fanta Floripes, and Guy of Burgundy, is falfe ; or 
that of Fierabras, with the bridge of Mantible, which 
happened in the time of Charlemagne,, and I vow to 
God ! is as true as that the fun {hincs at noon-day I 
If this be a lie, you may alfo affirm,, that there never 
was fuch an event as the Trojan war, nor fuch per- 
fons as Heftor aiid Achilles, or the twelve peers of 
France, or Arthur king of England, who to this day" 
furvives in the likenefs of a raven, ?ind is every mo- 
ment expected to reafcend bis throne. People may. 
as well venture to fay, that the hillory of Guarina 
Mefquino, and the fuit of St. Griel, are pure fift ion j. 
and look upon the amours of Don Triftan and queen 
Ifeo, with thofe of Ginebra and Lancelot, as alto- 
gether apocryphal v though there are people who ai- 
mod remember to have feen the duenna Qu^intanona^ 
who was the . befl; wine-fkinker in Great Britain : 
this is fo true, that I myfelf have heard my grand- 
mother by the father's fide, often fay,, when flie hap- 
pened to fee a duenna^ with a reverend * biggen> 
" Grandfon, there is a perfon very like the duenna 

* Toca, which is the original word, figniiSct a woman's coifi veil; 
or haodkerchiei 

Quin- 
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Quintanona." From whence I conelucfe, that fbe 
muft either have known her perfonnally^ or, at kaft, 
feeii fomc pifturc of that venerable n>atron : then, 
who can deny the hiftory of Peter of Provence^ and 
the fair Magalona^ fince, to th' . day, may be feen, 
ia the royal armoury, the very peg that turned die 
wooden horfe upon which the valiant Peter trareiied 
dirougli the air ^ by the f^me tok^n, that it is fomc- 
thing larger than the pole of a coach^ and ftands 
near the raddle of Babieea : nay, at Roneevalles, you 
may fee Orlando's horn, as btg as a weavei^jj beam. 
Prom all which circim»(laMees we may pftly infer, 
that the twelve peersj the Peters, the Cids, with» 
all thofe who were called knight^errant, TiShgtoklf 
erifled, according to^ the reeords of their fa»iie: 
otherwife, they may as well deny,' that the intlkinr 
Portuguefe, Juan dc Mcrlo, yf^s a knight-errant ;■ 
though it is well knowr^^that he went to Beargimdy 
and fought in the city of. Ras witk die famous lord 
of Chamc, called Monfeigneur Pictre, and afterwards 
m the city of Bafil with Monfeigneur Henri^e de 
Remeffan, gaining the vtflioTy in each of tJtefe com- 
batsr, with abundance of honourable fame : nehher, 
T fuppofe, trill they credit the defiance and adventures^ 
that were alfo atchieved in Burgundy, by thofe valiant 
Spaniards Pedrt)^ Barba and G^attierre Qjii5*ad%i (front 
whom I am lineally delcended on the fatherV fide,) 
who conquered the fbns of the count «le Sf . Paul : 
nay, let them lifcewiie refufe to own that Don Per* 
nandb dc Guevara went in queft of adventures into^ 
Germany, where he fought with Meffire Gecwge, ar 
kni^t dF the houfehold to the duke of Auftria ; an^ 
fay that die jufts and tournaments of Suero de Qui- 
noncs, and the pafs, were mere illufion 5 as- well aa 
the cnrcrprifes of Monfcigneur Lewis de Faifts, 
ngalnH Don Gon^alo de Guzman, a Caflilian knight^ 
together with many other exploits performed by 
Chrifliau warriors belonging to thefe aud other fo- 
reign 


D O N Q^U I X O T E. ^85 

reign realms, fo autheotic and true, that (I repeat 
my aflevcratfon) he "who denies them is void cf ail 
rcafon and common fenfe."' 

The canon was ftruck with admiration, when hq 
heard Don Quixote utter fuch a medley of fiftion and 
truth:; and perceiviiig that he was intimateJy ac- 
quainted with every circumftance regarding aiul con- 
cerning the atchicvemcats of knight-errantry, an- 
fvrered him in thcfe "words : "Signor Don Quixote, 
I cannot deny but what you have faid is partly true, 
particularly that which, regards the Spanifh knights: 
I grant alfo that there was an order called the twelve 
peers of France, but cannot believe that they per- 
formed all thofe exploits recounted by archbifiiop 
Turpin ; for the truth is, they were a fet of knights 
chofen by the kings of France, under the title of the 
twelve peers, becaufe they were all equal in point of 
virtue, rank, and valour : at leaft, if they were not, 
they ought to have been poflefled of this parity of 
qualifications; for it was an aflbciation refcmbling 
the modern orders of St. Jago and Calatrava, which 
fuppofe that every member is valiant, virtuous, and 
noble ; and as we now fay a knight of St. Juan or 
i^lcantara, in thofe days they faid a knight of the 
twelve peers ; becaufe thofe who profcffed that mili- 
tary order were equal in all refpeils, and twelve in 
number : that there were fuch perfons as the Cid and 
Bernardo del Carpio, I make no queftion ; but whe- 
ther or not they perforiijed all thofe exploits which 
arc afcribed to them, is, I believe, extremely doubt- 
ful : with refpeft to the peg of count Peter, which 
you fay, (lands by the faddle of Babieca in the royal 
armoury, to my (hame be it fpoken, I am either fo 
ignorant or (hort-fighted, that although I have fcen 
the faddle, I could never obferve the peg, large as 
you have been pleafed to defcribe it." " But there 
it certainly is," replied the knight ; '* and what makes 
k the more remarkable, it is faid to be kept in a cafe 

• . of 
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of calves leather, that it may not ruft." « It may 
be fo," faid the canon ; " but by my holy orders ! I 
do not remember to have fecn any fuch thing : yet 
granting it to be in that place, I am not therefore 
bound to believe the ftories that are recounted of fo 
many Amadifes, and fuch a rabble of knights: nor 
is it reafonable, that a perfon of honour, like you, 
endowed with fo many happy talents, fhould give 
credit to fuch extravagant rhodomontades as are re- 
hted in the lying legends of knight-errantry." 

CHAP. XXIII. 

Of the fage conteft between Don Quixote and the 

canon, with other events. 

*« A Goodjeft, truly!" replied Don Quixote, *'that 
•**- books printed with the licence of kings, and 
approbation of thofc who are appointed to examine 
them, read with univerfal delight, celebrated by great 
and fmall, rich and poor, knights and plebeians, the 
teamed and illiterate ; finally, by perfons of all ranks 
and degrees whatever, (hould contain nothing but 
lies ; notwithftanding the appearance of truth which 
they maintain, in mentioning the father, mother, 
country, relations, condition, birth-place j and in 
giving an exa£)t journal of the exploits peculiar to 
every individual knight : ceafe therefore, good fir, to 
vent fuch blafphemy, and believe, that, in this par- 
ticular, I advife you to aA according to the di£bates 
of good fenfe : read them again, and you will fee 
what pleafure you will reap for your pains ; for what 
can be more entertaining than to fee, as it were, be- 
fore our eyes, a vaft lake of boiling pitch, through 
which an infinite number of ferpents, fnakes, and 
alligators, with many other kinds of fierce and ter- 
rible creatures, are continually winding and writhing 
along ; then to hear a mod difmal voice that feems to 
iflue from the middle of thi^ pitchy pool, pronounce, 

8 •* O 
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^* -O knight, whofocver thou art, that now {landed 
£azin0 at the dreadful lake, if thou wouldft enjoy 
the bllfs that is concealed beneath thcfe fable waves, 
difplay tlie valo'ir of thy dauntlefs breaft, and dart 
thyfelf amidft tliefe black and burning billows ; other- 
wife, th )u art not worthy to behold the mighty won-f 
ders depofited and contained within the feven cailles 
of the feven nymphs that dwell below this fuUen 
flood." Scarce hath the found of this difmal voice ceafed 
to vibrate on his ear, when the knight, without the 
leaft heGtation, or refle£ling upon the danger he in* 
curs, nay, witliout putting off his heavy armour, 
but recommending himfelf to Godxand his miftrcfs, 
plunges at once into the burning lake; and when 
he neither cares nor knows what will be his fate^ 
finds himfelf in the midft of a delightful plain, by 
whiph the Elyfian fields are infinitely excelled: 
there the heaven feems more tranfparent, and the 
fun {bines with new lu fire-; the eye is entertained 
with an agreeable foreft of tall and leafy trees, 
whofe verdure delights the view, while the ear is re- 
galed with the fweet and artlefs notes of an infinite 
number of little painted warblers tliat Ipp from 
bough to bough : here he perceives a brook^ whofe 
refrefliing waters, clear as liquid crvdal, run mur- 
muring on the yellow fand, and gliitening pebbles, 
that emulate the pureft pearls and heaps of fifted gold. 
In one place, fprings an artificial fountain adorited 
with variegated jafper and polifhed marble ; in an- 
other, rifes a ruftic grotto, in which the fmall fhells 
of the muflcl, and the white and yellow twifted 
domes of the fnail, placed in beauteous diforder, and 
mixed with bits of fhining cryftal and counterfeit 
emeralds, compofe fuch an agreeable variety, that 
nature feems to be excelled by imitative art. In ^, 
third plate, all of a fudden, appears a ftrong caftlc 
or magnificent palace, the walls of mafly gold, the 
battlements oi diamond, tHe gates of hyacinth, and 
- finally^ 
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finally) the workmanfliip fo admirable, as infinitely 
to excel the materialsi which are no lefs than adamanti 
carbunclesi rubies, pearls, emeralds, and gold. Nay, 
after having thus feafted his eyes, there ftill remains 
for him to fee a fair bevy of damfels coming out at 
the caftle-gate, drcfled iri fuch gay and fplefidid at- 
tire, that wexe I to defcribe it minutely, as it is re- 
prcfented in the hiftory, I fhouid never have done. 
Then, (he who appears the principal, takes hy the 
hand the undaunted knight, who threw himfelf into 
the boiling lake, and filently leading him into the rich 
caftle or palace, ftrips him as naked as he was when 
his mother bore him, and bathes him in water of an 
'agreeable temperature, then anoints his whole body 
with aromatic eflcnces, and puts upon him a fliirt of 
the fineft lawn, all fcented and perfumed; then 
comes another damfel, and throws over his fliouldcrs 
a mantle, which, at lead, is ufually valued at the 
price of a whole city, or more. After all this cere- 
mony, what a fight it is, Vhen, as they relate, he 
is conducted into another hall, in which a table is 
furniflicd with fuch elegance as to excite his admir- 
tion and ^iifpencc ! when they fprinkle upon his hands 
water diililled from amber a;nl odoriferous flowers ! 
when he is feated upoii a chair of ivory, and attended 
by all thofe damfels, who ferve him in amazing 
filencel when he is allured by fuch a variety of 
diihes, afkd fo favourily cooked, that the appetite is 
confounded in its choice ! then to hear mufic, during 
his repaft, without feeing the minftrel, or knowing 
from whence the found proceeds ; and, after he has 
refreftied himfelf, and tlie table is uncovered, while 
he lolls at eafe upon his chair, perhaps picking his 
teeth, according to cuftom, he is furprifed with the 
fight of another young lady, much more beautiful 
than any of the former, who enters the hall, and fit- 
ting down by the knight, begins to tell him whofe 
calUe that is, and howihcis enchanted within it, re* 
* lating 
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Isting other circumftances which create wonder in 
him, and raife the admiration of thofe who read tlic 
flory. I need not further expatiate on this fubjeft, 
fince, from what hath been faid, it plainly appears, 
'that any part whatever, of the hiftory of any knight- 
-^rrant whatever, muft yield pleafure and furprize to 
•any reader whatfoevcr. Believe me, therefore, good 
fir, and as I have already hinted, take the trouble of 
reading thofe books, and you will fee what efFe3:ual 
antidotes they are againft melancholy, and how they 
improve the difpofition, when it is bad. For my 
own part, I can fafely aver, that fince I profefled the 
cftrder of knight-errantry, I have been valiant, cour-. 
tcous, liberal, well-bred, generous, civil, daring, 
Vgood-humoured, and a patient endwrer ©f toils, cap- 
tivities, and enchantment; and though I fo lately 
found myfelf flmt up in a cage, like a madman, I 
hope, by the valour of this my arm, provided Heaven 
fhall favour, and fortime ceafe to oppofe me. In a few 
days to fee myfelf fovereign of fomc kingdom, when- 
I ftjall be enabled to demonftrate the gratitude and' 

fren^rofity which refide within my breaft : for truly, 
ignor, a. poor man is incapable of exerting the vir- 
tue, of liberality, let him. poflefs *it in never fo emi-. 
iient a degree : and that gtatitu^le which is reftrained 
to good- will alone, is like faith without works ; na 
more than the ghoft of Anrtue. Wherefore I wifh 
fortune would Ipeedfly fumifh me with an opportu-: 
nity of making myfdf an emperor, that I may ex* 
ercife the virtues of 'my heart, in bellowing benefits 
on my friends, efpecially on my poor fquire Sancho 
Panza, one of the bed men in the world, whom I 
intend to create an earl, in confequence of a promifc 
wbi^h he obtained from me long ago 5 though I fear 
he wants capacity to manage hiseftate." 

Thefe laft words being overheard by Sancho, he 

faid to his mafteV, ** Signor Don Quixote, I wilh you 

M^ould take the trouble to give <ne th«it fame earldom, 

.Vol. II. O whicJi 
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which is as firmly protnifed hj your worQiip as ex- 
pe£led by me, and I will undertake to find ability 
to manage it ; or if I (hould find myfelf at a lofs, I 
have heard it often faid, that there are certain per- 
fons who farm the eftates of great noblemen at (o 
much a year, and take charge of the whole^ while 
the owner rolls at his eafe, enjoying his iocomct with- 
out troubling his noddle about any other affairs. Now, 
1 would live in the very fame manner, minding the 
cares of this world as little as poffible $ but leaving 
off all forts of bufinefs enjoying my rents,, like any 
duke, iid let the world wag*** ** Brother Sancho,^ 
faid the canon, <^ that is to be underftood only of the 
fpending your income ; but the lord of a great eftate 
muft have regard to the adminiftration of juftice,which 
requires ability, found judjjutient, and principally an 
vpricht intention ; for if this be wanting in the be- 
ginnmg, the middle and end will always be involved 
in error;, and therefore Heaven ufually affifts the 
righteous intent of the fimple, while it confounds the 
wicked aims of the cunning." *^ I know, nothing of 
thefe philofophers/* anfwered the fquire | *' but t]ys I 
know, that I wifli to God I had this earldom, as ft^ 
as I ihould find underftanding to manage it ; for I 
have as big a foul as my neighbours, and as much* 
body as he that has more ; an4 would be as much a 
king in my own eftate, as any he that wears a head : 
and fo being, I Mrould do what I pleafed ; and doing 
what I pleafed, I fhould pleafe myfelf; and pleafing 
myfelf, I ffaoukl be fatisfied ; and in being fatisfied, I 
fhould have nothing more to deiire ; and having no* 
thing more to defire,, there would be an end ; fo let 
the earldom come a God's name : I w iih we could 
fee it, as one blind man faid to another." ** Thefc 
are no bad philofophies, as you call them, Sancho," 
faid the canon, '< but for all that, there is much to 
he faid on the fubjedl of earldoms." '* I know not 
what more cao be faid," replied Don Quixote ; ^' for 

my 
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my own partj I do no more than follow the example 
tranfmitted to me by the great Amadis de Gaul, who 
created his fquire earl of me Firm Ifland ; and there* 
fore I may, without fcruple of confcience, beftow the 
fame honour on Sancho Panza, who is one of the 
beft fquires.that ever ferved knight- errant. 

The canon was amazed at the methodical mad- 
nefs of Don Quixote, manifefted in his defcription 
of the knight of the lake ; and in the impreflion 
which the falfe adventures of chivalry had made upon 
his imaj^i nation : neidier was his wonder diminifhed, 
when he confidered the folly of Sancho, who fo ar- 
dently dedred the pofleffion of tliat ifland which his 
mafter had promifed to give him, as the reward of 
his fervices. 

By this time the canon's f.ivants had returned 
from the inn with the fumpter^mule ; and, indead 
of a table, fpread a carpet on the green grafs, under 
the fliade of feme trees, where the company feating 
themfelves all round, went to dinner, that the wag* 
goner might not lofe the opportunity of fuch a con- 
venient fituatioHj as we have already obferved. 
While they thus enjoyed themfelves, their ears were 
ftruck with a fudden noife, and the found of a bell, 
ifTuing from the midft of forae briars and thickets, 
that furrounded the place where they fat : and in^- 
mediately appeared a beautiful (he^goat^ her ikin 
fpeckled with fpots of white, black, and grey, follow- 
cd'^by the goatherd, who, in his ruftic dialeft, called 
to her to itop and rfeturn to the fold. Theuf ugitive 
goat, trembling with aiFright, came towards the com- 
pany, and there flopped, as if to implore their pro- 
tection ; while her keeper, feizing her by the horns, 
accofted her in thefe words, as if (he had been pof- 
fefled of fenfe and underftanding : ** Ah ! you fpotted 
wanton, what a rambler you have become of late ; 
the \volvc<5 will feaft upon you one day—- what is the 

O 2 jma^ter> 
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matter with you, my petty child ? yet what elfe can 
it be, but that you are a female, and confequently in- 
conftant I a plague .upon your difpofition, and all 
thofe you refemble : Tetum, return my darling ; and 
if you are not fo happy, at leaft you will be more fe- 
•cure in tlie fold among your companions,; for if you, 
who ought to watch over and guide the reft, ftray 
about in this imprudent manner, what mud become 
«of them ?" 

Thefe words of the goatherd <}ivertcd thofe who 
heard them, efpecially me canon, who faid to him, 
•" I befeech you, brothet, to pacify yourfelf, and be 
not in.fuch a hurry to drive back your goatj which be- 
ing a female, as you obferve, will follow her natural 
difpofition, in fpite of all you can do to oppofe it. 
Take this morfel, and afluage your'choler with a cup 
of wine, and in the mean time .the «goat will repofe 
hcrfclf.'* 

So faymg, lie prefented to him, on the point of a 
fork, the hind quarter of a cold rabbit, which was 
thankfully accepted by the goatherd, who having ta- 
ken a long draught, and compofed himfelf, faid to 
the company, " Gentlemen, yo;u muft not take me 
for a finipleton, becaufe I talk to this animal as if it 
were a rational ^creature ; for really there is a myfte- 
ry concealed beneath the words I have uttered. I 
am a peafant 'tis true ; yet not fo ruftic, but that 
I know how to converfe with men as well as beafts.** 
** I firmlv believe what you fay," replied the curate-: 
^ for I j^/felf have experienced that the moimtains 
produced learned men, and that philofophcrs are to be 
found within the fhepherd's cot." *« At leaft," re- 
lumed the goatherd, " the cottage may contain thofe 
who are warned by woeful experience ; and to con- 
vince you feelingly, that what I allege is true, I, 
though undefired, and felf-invited, faving the good 
pleafure of this good company^ intreat a moment's 

hear- 
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Kearihg, while I recount a true ftory, which will con- 
firm what that gentleman ^pointing to-the curate )i 
and myfelf have obfervcd." , 

To this propofal Dbn Quixote replied : *' As this- 
afRiir feems to bear fomething of the fliadow of an- 
adventure, Iy,.for my part^ will gladly give you the 
hearing, brother? and fo will all thofe gentlemen,, 
"who are perfons of tafte, and lovers of curitms novels, 
that furprizevdelight, anitentertain the fenfiWe heareryr 
for I hope your ftory will certainly pnroduce thefe 
agreeable effttSts r begin then friend; we are all at- 
tention.'^ ** By your leave,'" cried Sancho, " I wiH* 
e'en betake myfelf, with this piece of party, to yonder 
brook, and lay in ftore for three days r-^ for I have 
hes^rd my mafter Don Quixote obferve, tliat the fquire* 
of a knight-errant' ought fo eat as often and as much 
as he can ; becaufe they are frequently fo bewildered 
in woods and forefts, mat it will take them fix whole ^ 
days to difcharge themfelves ;- and if a man's belly or" 
his bags be not well lined with provifion, there he 
may, as he often does, till he withers, into perfect 
mummy.'* " You are in the right, Sancho,'* faid 
die knight, *' go where you will, and eat as n*vch as 
you pleafe j for my own part) my grofler appetite is 
fatisned, and now I want rcffefhment . for the mind; 
which I fhall enjoy in lift^ning to this honeft coun- 
tryman's ftory.'* ^''We fhall alliliare in the repaft,'^ 
replied the canon, who in treated die peafant to per-- 
form his promife. 

Then the goatherd^ gave the goat> which he held by 
the horns, two flaps on the buttocks, faying, " Lio 
down by my fide, you fpeckled nanny y we fliall have 
time enough to return to the fold." The creature 
feemed to underftand his meaning ; . for he was no 
fooner fet, than fhe lay down very quietly, and look-^ 
ing in his face, gave him to underftand that (he was 
attentive to what he was going.tofay j upon whicll 
he began his ftory in thefe words : 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

The ftory which the goatherd recounted to the cofK 

duAors of Don Quixote* 

u npHREE kagues from this valley (lands a riU 
'^ lage, \vhid)> though fxnall, is one of the ricbeft 
in all this country ; and therein dwelt a farmer in great 
repute : and albeit refpe£i follows worldly wealth, he 
M'as more beloved for his virtue, than refpe£ied for 
his riches ; but what he regarded as the beft part of 
his good fortune (as he himfelf was wont to fay) was a 
daughter he had, of fuch exceeding beauty, rare dif- 
crction, modeftly and grace, that every one. who faw 
and knew her, marvelled at the happy talents with 
which Heaven and nature had enriched her body and 
her foul : in the cradle fhe was handfome^ and.-con« 
tinually increafed in beauty, till at the age of fizteea 
ihe was a mod enchanting creature : the fame of her 
diarms began to fpread over all the neighbouring 
village ^ but what need I fay the neighbouring vil- 
lages I it esv nded to diftant cities, and even made 
4t$ way into the king's court, filling the ears of all 
forts fii people, who came from all parts to fee her, 
as if (he had been feme gregt curiofity, or miracle* 
working image. Her father vatjched over her with 
great care, and (he took great eare of herfelf ; for 
truly, a maiden's own prudcot referve is a better 
guard upon her Qondu£l than all tht; bolts, and fpics 
and padlocks upon eartli. The father's wealth and 
the daughter's b^uty moved a great many people, 
both in town and country, to demand her in mar-* 
riagc ; but he, like one who has the difpofal of a rich 
jewel, was perplexed in his mind, and could not de- 
termine in ^vour of any one of the infinite number 
that folicited his confent. Among the crowd of her 
fuitors I was one, who conceived great and flatter- 
ing hopes of fuccefs ; becaufe her father knew me to 
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be his townfman, of an honed family, in the flower 
of my age, rich in wealth, and in point of underftand* 
ing not very poor. She was alfo courted by another 
young man of our town, who was in every refpcft 
my equal ; fo that her father was perplexed, and 
^varered in his choice, becaufe he thought his daugh-* 
ter would be well bcftowed upon either of us : where- 
fore, in order to deliver himfelf from this fufpenfc, 
he refolved to communicate our demands to Leandra, 
^for that is the name of this wealthy maiden^ who 
hath made me miferable ;) and (ince we were equal 
in all qualifications, to refer the whole affair to the 
choice and.decifion of his beloved daughter. An ex- 
' ample worthy tX) be followed by every father in the 
fettlement of his children : not that I would have pa* 
rents kave them to their own choice, in things ths^c 
are manifeftly wicked and bafe ; but iirft propofe a 
numi>er of prudent fchemes, out of which they may 
be allowed to fix upon that which is moft to their lik- 
ing. I know not to which of us Leandra gmrc the 
preference ; this only I know, that her fatlier put u$ 
off, on pretence of his daughter's tender years, in ge- 
neral terms, which neither laid him under any obli- 
gation, nor gave us any caufe of complaint. I think 
proper to tell you, that I am called Eugeiiio, and my 
rival Anfelmo, that you may be acquainted with the 
names of the perfons principally concerned in this 
tragedy, which is ftill depending ; though one may 
caWy forefce, that it muft have a melancholy end. 

But to return to my ftory : juft about that time«^ 
there came to our town one Vincent de la Rofe, the 
fon of a poor laboaring man that lived in the village : 
this Vincent, who was j«ft returited from being a fol- 
dicr in Italy> and other foreign partS) had been car- 
ried away, when he was a boy about twelve years of 
age, by a capt^n that chanced to march through the 
town with hi9 company : and now, after an abCence 
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of another dozen of years, he returned, in the garK 
of a foldier pitiked up in a thoufand colours, and 
bedecked with a power of glafs toys and llender 
chains of fteeL To-day he drefled himfelf out in one 
gay fuit, to-morrow in another ; but all this finery 
and gewgaws were of liHle weight or value* The ' 
laboiiring people,, who are naturally malicious, nay^^. 
when idlenefs gives them opportunity, downright 
tnalice itfelf, obferved and took an exa£k account of 
all his ornaments and fine apparel, and found that 
lie had no more than three fuits of different colours, 
with garters and ho£e ;. but he found means to dif^^ 
guife them by fuch inventions, that one who had hot 
been at the pains to- dcte£b him jc- \YGuld have fworn 
that he had appeared in more than ten different dref?» 
fes, and in upwards of twenty plumes of feathers 'y 
and you mult not think it impertinent ot foolifh in 
me to give you this account of- his cloaths, becaufa 
they bear a couGderable fliare in the ftory. He ufed 
to feat himfelf upon a ftone, under a tall poplar that 
grew in our market-place^ and there )ceep us all gap* 
ing round him at the exploits which he recounted; 
if you would take his word for it, there was not a 
country on the face of^ the earth which he had not 
fcen, nor a battle in which he had not ferved : he 
had killed a greater number of Moors than ever Tu* 
nis or Morocco produced ; and, by hi& own account, 
fought more fingl« combats than were ever maintain* 
cd by Gante, Luna, Diego Garcia de Paredez, an4 
a thoufand more whom he named,, gaining the vic- 
tory in eachi without lofing one fingle drop of his 
blood : then he would fhew the marks of wounds,^ 
which though not to be diftinguiihed, he gave us to 
underftand were the effefts of mulket-fliot ne had rc» 
ceived in different anions and encounters: finallyK. 
with incredible arrogance, he ufed to hout his own 
eq^uals^eveii.thofe who knew his ektraftion^ and fay^i 

that 
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thsit his own arm was his father, his family the work. 
of his own hands, and being a foldier, he owed no- 
thing even to the king himfelf : with all his boailing,. 
he knew fomething of mufic>. and could thrum upon, 
the guittar,. fo as that fome people faid he made it; 
fpeak: but. his talents did not end< here ^ for he was 
alfo a piece of a poet, and wjrote ballads a league and. 
a half . long,, upon every filly trifle that happened in ' 
the village. Well thenar, this foldicr whom* 1 have de-^ 
fcribed, this Vincent de la Rofa,.this Braggadocio^ 
this gallant, this mufician, and poet, was often feen- 
and obferved by Leandra^ from the window of her 
apartment, that looked, towards the market-place:, 
fhe was captivated by the tinfel of his gaudy clothes^ 
and enchanted by nis ballads ; for ne gate away 
twenty copies of each that he compofed.^ the feats he. 
related of himfelf reached her ears ^.ia ihort ^s the. 
devil himfelf muft certainly have ordained),, flie fell, 
in love with him, even before he hadlhe prefumption- 
to make any attempt upon her heart ; and as, in the 
affairs of love, every, thing is eafily accompUfhed by. 
the man who is already in pofTeilion. of the. woman's* 
affe£ti6n,*Leandra and Vincent foon came to-^a right 
imderilanding ^^ and before any one of - her numesoiis 
admirers had the leail inkling of her inclkiatioa, {he . 
bad already gratified it, by leaving the houfe of her ^ 
loving and indulgent father (mother ihe had none)»^ 
and running away with the foldier, who triumphed^, 
in that enterprife, and more efFe£i;ually>. than~in.any> 
one he had ever undertaken. 

This even filled not only the whole vallagCr but. 
likewife all who heard of it,.< with admiration : I, for 
my part, was amazed, An&lmo aftonifhed, the father 
overwhelmed with forrow, and the relations with 
fbame. Juftice, however, being folicited, the troop-; 
ers immediately took the road, examined every, 
copfe and thiqket thereabouts, and, after a fearch o£ 
three days^ io\xM the giddv Leandra in the cave of x. 
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mountain, naked to the fmock, and ftripped of a 
great quantity of money and precious jewels, which 
?he had carried off when ihe made her efcape : when 
(he was brought back to the prefence of her zffiiGtcd 
father, and queftioned about her mififortune, fhe 
frankly owned that Vincent de la Rofa had impofed 
upon ner ; that, under promife of marriage, he had 
perfuaded her to forfake her father's houfe, pro- 
mifing to condu£t her to Naples, which, he f{iid, was 
the moft beautiful and fiouriihing city in the whole 
world ; that ihe inadvertently and fondly believed his 
falfe profeflions, and robbing her father, put herfelf 
under his protedion that fame night (he was miiTed, 
when he carried her to a rocky mountain, and con- 
fined her in the cave where (he was found : (he like- 
wife affirmed that the foldier, witliout making any at- 
tempt upon her virtue, had ftripped her of all the had, 
and left her in that forlorn condition ; a circumftance 
thnt furprifed iJ.\*,who heard it, the foldier*^ conti- 
nence being fo incredible ; bijt (he infilled upon it 
with fuch earneft afleverations, that the dircon(blate 
father was in fome fort comforted, making little ac- 
count of the nH)ney he had loft, tince his daughter 
was allowed to keep the jewel, which* when once 
16ft, there is no hope of retrieving* 

The fame day that Leandra appeared, her (ather 
removed her from our eyes, and (hut her up in a 
monaftery of a neighbouring town, hoping that time 
wi3uld ei^ce fome part of the bad opinion his daugh- 
ter had incurred : die tender years of l^eandra ferved 
as an excufe for her mifcQnduf):, efpccially with thofe 
who are not concerned in the affiiir ; but tho(e who 
know her difcretion and good fenfe, do not afcribe 
her. fault to ignorance, but to mere levity, and the 
natural difpofition of women, which is always inju- 
dicious and imperfeft. Leandra being thus fecured^ 
Anfelmo's eyes were blind to every thing that could 
yield him pleafurc > and mine remained m darknefs^ 

without 
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without the leaft glimpfe of light to ditcSt them to 
any agreeable objeft :' the rinence of Leandra in- 
creafed our affiii^ion and exhaufted our patience i 
we curfed the ibldLer's finery, and exclaimed againlt 
her father's want of care; at length we agreed to 
quit the village, and repair to this valley, where he 
feeding a vaft flock of iheep, which are his own pro- 
perty^ and I tending a numerous fold of goats, which 
are alfo mine, we fpend our lives under the cool (hade 
of lofty trees, and give vent to our paiTion, either hy 
finging.in concert the praife or difpraife of the beau- 
tiful Ileandraj or each by himfelf fighing in the lone- 
ly ^ovey and ejaculating his complaint, to Heaven. 
In imitatioa of us, many more of Leandra's lovers 
have betaken themfelves to thefe rugged mountains, 
and the cxercife of the fame employment ; fo that 
this fpot feems to be transformed into a palloral Ar- 
cadia, every field being crowded with ihepherds and 
fplds, and every corner refounding with the name of. 
the fair Leandra. One curfes and calls her fickle, 
inconftant, and immodeft^ a fecond condemns her 
credulity and lightnefs of behaviour ; a third acquits 
and forgive her, while (he is arraigned and re- 
proached by a fourth ; fome celebrate her beauty ; 
others find fault with her difpofition : in fliort, "^ihe is 
cenfured and adored by them all ^ nay, to fuch . a 
pitch hath their extravagance rifen, that>fome of 
them complain of her difdain, though they never {poke 
to her ; and others, in their lamentatioi\«^ pretend to 
feel the rage of jealoufy, which is a paffion fhe never 
infpired ; for^ as I have already mentioned, her fault 
was known before her inclination was fufpefted: 
there is not the hollow of a rock, the margin of a rill, 
nor the (hade of a tree, that is not occupied by fomc 
(bepherd, recounting his misfortune to the winds: 
wherever an echo can be formed, it repeats the name 
of Leandra ; the hills refound with Le«mdra ; the ri- 
vulets murmur Leandra : in (hort, Leandra keeps ns 
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all enchanted and perplexed, hoping we know not- 
how, and dreading we know not what. Among the 
wrongheaded focicty, he dial fliews the leaft> thoagh 
he had the greateft (hare of judgment, is my rival 
Anfelmo, who, notwithilanding aJl the caufe he had 
to be diflatisfied) complains of abfence only, tuning ^ 
his lamentation to the found of the rebeck, which he- 
touches with admirable fkilh, in verfes^ that Ihew the 
excellence of his genius : I follow a more eafy, and in^- 
my opinion a wifer courfe ; namely, to inveigh againft 
'the levity of the female fex ;: their ficklenefs, their" 
double dealing, their rotten promifes, their broken- 
faith 5. and* finally, their want of judgment in be— 
ftowing their affe£tions. Thefe, gentlemen, are my 
reafons fer the difcourfe you heard me addrefs to my 
goaty, whom ^beoaufe fhe i» a female) I defpife, al*- 
though Ihe be the beft of the fold •, this is the flory h 
promifed to recount i and if I have been prolix in.^ 
the narration, I fhall not be brief in what fervicc you 
(hall pleafe to command : hard by is my cottage, in 
whicn I have plenty of new milk, and moft favoury 
cheefe, with abundance of the fruit in ifeafon^^ju) lefs- 
agreeable to the taile than^to the view." 

e » A P.. xs:v, \^v<^6>iv 


Of. the quarrel that happened between DonM^^otc, 
and the goatherd, . with the curious adventure of 
the difciplinants, which the knight happily at— 
chievcd with the fweat of his brow. 

'TT^ HIS ftory of the goatherd giave infinite pleafurc 
-■* to all that heard it, efpecnally to^the canon, who* 
obferved, with admiration, his manner of relating 
it, as diftant from the ruftic phrafe of a peafant, as 
near approaching to the polite ftile of a courtier j\ 
and therefore, he faid,. the curate had juftly obferved, 
that the mountains fometimes produced learned men.. 
Every bod jt made proiFers of fcrvice to Eugenio,. but 
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Re that (hewed himfelf moft liberal in compliment 
was Don Quixote, who faid to him, " Truly, bro- 
ther goatherd, * ^re it pofEble fbr me to undertake* 
any new adventure, I wouM forthwith fet forward in. 
your behalf, and deliver Leandra from that monafte- 
ry, in which fhe is, doubtlcfs, detained- again ft her- 
will, in fpight of the abbefs and all that fhould op-- 
pofe my defign, and would put her into your hands^ 
to be treated according to your good-will and plea— 
fure, fo far as is confiftent with the laws of chivalry, 
by which all damfels are protefted from wrongs :* 
-though I hope in God, that a malicious enchanter 
Ihall not fo far prevail, but that he may be excelled' 
in power, by another of a more righteous difpofition j 
and then, you may depend upon my favour and af- 
fiftance, according to the duty of my profeffion,.. 
which is no other than to fuccour the wretched and" 
the weak." 

The goatherd ftared at Don Quixote, and being, 
(bruck with admiration at his rueful afpe^ and difhe-- 
veiled locks, faid to the barber who fat near him, 
** Signor, pwyj who is that man who looks and 
talks fo wildly?" "Who fliould it be," anfwered 
the barber, '* out the renowned Don Quixote de la- 
Mancha, the rcdreffer of grievances, the righter of 
wrongs, the protedor of damfels, the terror of gi- 
ants, and thunderbolt of war?" "That difcourfe,"^' 
replied die peafant, ** puts me in mind of thofe books 
which treat of knights-errant, who were commonly 
diftinguiflied by fuch titles as you beftow on that 
man : but, I fuppofe you are pleafed to be merry, or^ 
clfe the apartments of this poorgentleman's Ikull are 
but indifierently furniflied." 

"You are a moft impudent rafcal! (cried the 
knight, overhearing what he faid)>it is your fkulP 
that is unfurniflied and unfound ; but mine is more; 
pregnant than the abominable whore that brought 
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you forth." So faying^ he fnatched up a loaf, and 
flung it at the goatherd with fuch fury that he levelled 
his ndfe with his face* 

EugeniO) who did not underftand raillery, finding 
himfeif maltreated in earned, without any refpeA 
for the carpet, table cloth, or company, leaped upon 
the knight^ and laying hold of his collar^ with both 
hands, would certainly have ftrangled him,, if Sancho 
Panza had not at that inftant fprung to his mailer's 
alEftance, and pulling his antagoniil backwards, tum- 
bled him over upon <he table, where plates, cttps> 
vidiuals, wine, and all went to wrecks Don Qmx- 
ote finding himfeif difengaged, arofe, and in his turn, 
got upon the goatherd, who being battered by the 
mafter, and kicked by the inan, was creeping about 
on all four, in queft of a table-knife, with which 
he intended to ^ke fome bloody revenge ; but was 

Erevented by the canon and curate : the goatherd^ 
owever, managed matters fo, as that he got the 
knight under him^ when he i^ined fuch a (hower of 
kicks and cuffs upon his carcafe, that our hero's coun- 
tenance was as much overflowed with blood a« hiS' 
own : the curate and .canon were ready to burib with 
laug»iing, the troopers capered about with joy, and 
the whole company hallooed, according to the practice 
of the fpe<Slators, when two dogs are engaged : San- 
cho Panza alone was diflra£bed, becaufe he could not. 
get out of the clutches of one of the canon's fervants>. 
who hindered him from aiRfting his mailer. In fine^. 
when every body was thus regaled and rejoiced, except 
the combatants, who worried each other^ tbey heard 
a trumpet utter fuch a melancholy note, that they 
could not help turning their heads,, and looking to- 
wards the place from whence the found feemed to 
come ; but he on whom it made the greateft im- 
preflion was Don Quixote, who, though lying under 
his antagonift, very much againil his inclination, and 
more than fuificiendy pummelled, faid to the goat- 
herd, 
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herd, ** Brother devil {for fure thou canft be no» 
thing elfe, who has ftrength and valour fufficient 
to overcome my efforts), I beg a truce for one hour 
only ; becaufe the doleful found of that trumpet 
iprhich falutes our ears, feems to fummon me to 
ibme new adventure." 

The goatherd being bv this time heartily tired of 
drubbing, as well as of being drubbed, immediately 
complied with his requeft j and Don Quixote ftarting 
up, direfked his view towards the place whence the 
found feemed to iffue, where he defcried a great 
number of people drefled in white, like difciplinants, 
coming down the fide of a neighbouring hill. That 
year the heavens had with-hdd refreming ihowers 
from the earth ; sHid through all the vilhges of that 
diAri£): the people inftituted proceffions, difciplines, 
and prayers, beleeching God to open the fountains of 
bis mercy, an^ favour them with rain: for this pur- 
pofe, the inhabitants of a neighbouring village were 
then going in proceflion to a holy hermitage built 
on an eminence that (kirted the valley ; and Don 
Quixote feeing the ftrange drefsof thedifciplinants*,. 
without recoUefting that he had frequently feen fuch 
bubits before^ concluded the whole to be an adven- 
ture, which it was the province of him jjs a knight- 
errant, to atchieve : what fcrved toconfirm him in 
this notion was an image cloathed. in black, which 
was carried before them, and which he fuppofed to 
be fome princefs, whom thofe diicourteous xobbers. 
were carrying off by force. 

This whim no fooner entered his brain, than he 
ran with great agility to Rozinante, who was feed- 
ing very quietly, and taking the brklle and ffaield^ 
which hung upon the pummel of the faddle, clapt 
the bit in his mouth in a twinkling,' and demand- 
ing his fword from Sancho, mounted his ftead and 
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braced his target, calling aloud to the company^. 
*^ Now, . honourable gentlemen, ye fliall perceive the 
importance of thofe whaprofcfs the. order of knight- 
errantry.! now, I fay,.; ye (hall, inthe deliverance of 
that excellent lady, who. is at prefent a captive, be-* 
hold how much knight-errants^ ought to be ef-^ 
teemed*' 

So. fayingf he clapt heels to Rozinante (fpurs he-» 
had none), and at a hand-gallop (for we' do not find» 
in this true hiftory, that ever Rozinante went full* 
fpeed) rode up to attack the difciplinants. Though* 
the canon^ curate, and barber made efforts to detains 
him,, they found it impra£licable> he was even deaf > 
to the cries of Sancho, who bauled with great voci* 
fi:ration:." Where are you going fignor Don Quix-: 
ote ? what devil poffeifes and provokes you to a£t 
^againil our. catholic faith!, take notice — a plague 
upon, me! take notice that this is tna other than a 
proceffion of difciplinants^ and that lady carried on 
the bier the blefled image of the immaculate virgin ! 
Confider, fignor,. what you are about ; for fure I am 
you do not know !" 

In vain did.Sancho ftrain his lungs : hi^ mailer was 
fo intent upon overtaking the apparitions, and fet— 
ting the lady in black at Qbertyy diat hie heard not 
one fyllable y nor if he had,, would fhe have returned, 
even if the king had commanded him fo to do*. 
When he approached the procelBoff, . he flopped Ro- 
zinante, who was already out of breath, and with a 
hoarfe difordered voice, pronounced, . " You there, 
who, perhaps> . difguife yourfelves for. no good, ftop, 
and give ear to what I am going to fay." 

Thofe who carried the image were the firft that 
halted, and one of the four priefts. who fung the li- 
tanies, obferving. the ftrange afpefl of Don Quixote, 
the leannefs. of Rozinante, with other ridiculous 
circumftances belonging to both, anfwered in thefc 
words : " Friend^ if you- have any thing to fay, fpeak 

quickly *, 
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quickly } for thefc our brethren are all this while 
fcourging their own flelh ; and we cannot, nor is it 
reafonable we fliould tarry to hear any thing that 
cannot be comprehended, in, two words." " I will-* 
comprehend what I have to fay In one," replied the 
knight v^ ** and it is this : i; command you inftantly to- 
fet free that beautiful lady,, whofe tears and melan-- 
chply deportment clearly demonftrate that you are 
carrying her off, conti^^ry to her inclination, after 
having done her fome notorious wrong 5 and I, who 
was born to redrefs fuch grievances, will not fufFer 
you to proceed one ftep farther, until fhe Ihall have 
obtained that liberty fhe defervesJ' 

From thefe words, concluding that he muft hie 
fome madman,, all of them began to laugh very hear- 
tily ; and their mirth a£Ung as a train of gunpowder 
to the knight's choler,. he drew his fword, and with* 
out. uttering another word, attacked the bearers ; one 
of whom, leaving his (hare of the load to his compa- 
rjions, oppofed himfelf to this aggreflbr, brandilhing 
a fork.or pole,^Qn which (when they w^re wearied) 
tliey fupported the. bier, Don Quixote, with a furir 
ous back ftrokc,. cut this implement in two ;- Hut 
with the piece which, remained in the hand of the 
defendant, received fuch a^ thwack upon the fhoulr 
ders above his fword-arm, that his buckler was un-> 
able to fuftain the Ihock of fuch a rude afTault, and 
down came the poor knight,, in amoft: lamentable 
condition. 

Sancho Panza, who. came pufHing after* his mafter,. 
feeing him fall, called aloud to his antagonift; to for- 
bear; for he was a poor enchanted knight^ who 
had never done the lead harm to man, woman, or 
child ; but the peafant*s forbearance was not owing 
to this exclamation of the fquire, fo much as to the 
fituation of Don Quixote, who neither moved hand 
aor foot ; fo that believing he had done his bufinefs, 
be haftily gathered up his frock, and fled through 
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the field as nimble as a buck. By this time the 
whole company were come up to the place where 
Don Quixote lay ; and thofe belonging to the pro- 
ceflion feeing fo many people running towards them, 
accompanied by the troopers with their crofs bows, 
began to be in dread of fome mifchrcvous event, and 
formed them felves into a circle around the image; 
then the difciplinants lifting up their hoods, ^and 
wielding tlicir fcourges, a^Sfthe pricfts their long ta- 
pers, waited the afTault, with lull determination to 
defend thcmfelves, and, if poflible, ad offenfively 
againft all who fliould attack them. But fortune dif- 
poiied of things more favourably than they expe£ked; 
for all that Sancho did, was to throw himfelf upon 
the body of his mafter, who, he believed, was ac- 
tually dead, and utter the moft doleful and ludicrous 
lamentation that ever was heard. The curate wa& 
immediately known by a brother of the doth, who 
belonged to the proceffion, and this acquaintaflce 
difpelled the apprehenfion which both fquadrons had 
begun to conceive. Our licentiate told his friend in 
a few words who Don Quixote was, upon which he 
and the whole crowd oT difciplinants went fo fee 
whether or not the poor knight was dead, and heard 
Sancho Panza, with tears in his eyes, lamenting in 
thefe words : *• O ! flower of chivalry, who, by the 
fingle ftroke of a cudgel, haft finifhed the career of 
thy weli-fpent life ! O ! thou honour of thy family^ 
thou glory of la Mancha, ay, and of the whole world, 
which being deprived of thee, will foon be filled with 
evil doers, who will profper without fear of chaftife- 
ment for their wicl:ed deeds ! Oh ! thou waft more 
liberal than all the Alex^anders that ever lived : for 
thou eaveft me, for eight months fervice only, the 
beft ifland that ever the fea furrounded. Oh ! thou 
waft humble with the haughty, and haughty with the 
humble, tempting dangers, enduring diigraces^ in 
iovc without caufe, imitating the good, fcourging' the 

wickedj 
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mcked, a profdTed enemy to every thing that was 
bafe ; in {hurt, a knight-errant, and that is every 
thing in one word !'' 

7 he cries and groans of Sancho revived his mafter, 
and the firft words he pronounced were thefe : ** He 
-who is condemned to live abfent from thee, moft a- 
miabl^ Dulcinea ! is fubjefted to much greater hard* 
fhipe than thefe. Friend Sancho, help to lay me 00 
the enchanted car ! for I am incapable of prefung 
Rozinantc's faddle, tlfs whole flioulder being crufhed 
to pieces." ** That Til do very willingly, dear maf- 
tcr," replied the fquire, " and let us return to our own 
habitation, in company of thefe gentlemen, who 
v^ifh you welli and there we will lay a fcheme for 
another fally, which, I hope, will be more fortunate 
and crcditaple.'-* " You arc in the right, Sancho,'* 
replied Don Quixote, " and it will be very prudent m 
us to let the malign influence of the ftarspafs over.'* 

The^ canon, curate, and barber approved of his 
intention, and being extremely diverted with the 
fquire's fimplicity, conveyed the knight to his former 
fituation in the waggon. The procei&on was formed 
anew, and fet forwards accordingly, the goatherd 
took his leave of the company, the troopers being 
11 n willing to go fartlier, were paid by the curate for 
their trouble, the canon having intreated the prieft 
to inform hi <i by letter of Don Quixote's fate, with 
regard to the continuation or cure of his extrava- 
gance, bad him farewell, and proceeded on his jour-* 
ney ; in (hort, there was a general feparation, till 
^at length the curate, barber, Don Quixote and Pan- 
za, were left by themfelves, with the trufty Rozi- 
nantc,v who, with the patience of his mailer, bore 
and beheld every thing that pafled» 

The waggoner yoking his oxen, accommodated the 
knight with a truls of hay, and with his ufual phlegm 
jogged on according to the prieft 's dire£lions, till, at 
the end of fix days, they arrived at th^ir own village, 

which 
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which they entered about noon^ and it chjmcing to 
be Sunday, the nnarket-place through which ^ they 
were obliged 'to pafe was crowded with people, wha 
runivng to fee what was in thecagei. reeognized their 
townlman, and were flnick. wich aftonifliment. A 
boy ran immediately to his houfekeeper and niece, 
whom when he informed of their mafter^s arrival, 
in a moil meagre, withered condition^ ftretched upon 
a trufs of hay, in a waggon^ it was a piteous thing 
to hear the cries that were u*^red by thefe worthy 
ladies, who buffeted themfelves through vexation,, 
and vented bitter curfes againll the wicked books of- 
chivalry; which lamentations, buffetings, and curfes,, 
were repeated with greater violence than ever, when 
they faw the i . ->(|lit enter his own gate. 

Sancho Panza* ^ wife, who had got intimation: 
that he was gone with Don Quixote in quality of his 
fquire, hearing of his return, ran ftrait to her huf* 
band, and the firft queftion fhe aiked was, Whe-; 
ther or nD^ the- afs w;is in good health ? when the 
fquire anfwered, that the afs was in better health 
tlian his matter. " Thanks^ be to God," cried ftie* 
•^ for that and all his other mercies. But now tell, 
me, friend,, what good you* have got by your fquire- 
fhip?:Have you brought home a new petticoat f of 
me, or fhoes for your children?" " I have brought no 
foch matters,, my dear," replied Sancho/ *' but things . 
of greater confideration and importance." " I a^^v 
glad of that^ with all my heart," faid the wife 5 '* pray 
fhew me thefe things^ of greater confideration and 
importance, that the fight of them may rejoice my 
hearty which hath been fo fad and di fcon tinted alf 
the weary- time of your being- away.'**' ** You {half 
fee them at home," anfwered Sancho i "and heark'ee 
wife, make^ yburfelf eafy for the prefent-; for an it 
pleafe God that we fet out again in queft of adven- 
tures, you fhall fpeedily behold your hufband an earl^ 
or governor of anrifland j, I.don't mean your com- 

monl 
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mon iflands, but one of the beft that ever was feen." 
^*^ The lord in heaven grant it, hufband ! for I am 
fure we have need enough of fuch windfalls: but 
tell me, what is .an ifland ; for truly, I know not. 
.the meaning of the word/' " Honey was not n\ade 
for the mouth of an afs, feid the fquire : you Aall 
fee what it is, all. in good time, my dear.; ay, and 
admire to hear aU your vaflals- call you, my lady. *• 
•*^ What is that you fay, Sancho^ of ladies, iflands, 
and vaflals?" cried Joan Panza;for that was the 
name of the fquire's wife, though fhe was not re- 
lated to Sancho before marriage ; but it -is the cuf- 
tom in la Mancha for the women to take the names 
of their hufbands. " Don't be in fuch a hurry to 
know every thing, Joan," replied the fquire; it is 
CufRcient that I tell thee^ nothing but truth ; let 
thi^ therefore flop that mouth of thine. Mean time, 
however, I care not if I tell ^hee?., that it is one of 
the mofl pleafant occupations in the world for an 
honourable perfon, like me, to be fquire to a 
knight-errant, when he is in queft of adventures. 
True it is, the-greateft part of them do not fall out 
quite fo much to ones liking as one could wifli ; for, 
out of an hundred in which we are engaged, ninety- 
nine are generally crofs and unfortunate. That I 
know by experience, having been fometimcs 
threfhed, and fometimes blanketed : but howfom« 
ever, it is a curious paftime to be always in expefta- 
tio^ of adventures, jcroflTmg huge mountains, fearch- 
ing woods, ^climbing .rocks, vifiting caftles, lodging 
at inns, where we live at rack and manger, and the 
devil a farthing to pay." 

While this converfation pafled between Sancho- 
and his wife, the houfe-keeper and niece received- 
Don Quixote, whom they undrefled and put to bed 
in his old chamber, while he eyed them aflcancc, 
witliout being able to comprehend where he was. 

The 
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The curate laid hit injun^ions on the niece to chc« 
rifh her uncle with great tendernefs, and charged 
them both to take etpecial care that he might not 
cfcape again, giving them an account of the trouble 
he had ^en at bringing him back to his own houfe. 
Here they raifed their voices again in concert, re- 
newing their curfes upon the books of chivalry,^ and 
befeeching Heaven to (fonfound the authors of fuch 
madnefs and lies to the loweft pit of hell, in ihort, 
they were half diftra£bed with the apprehenfion of 
lofing him agaiit), as foon as his health (hould be re- 
^ablifhed ; and this was actually the cafe. 

. But the author of this hiftory, although he en- 
quired with the utmofl curiofity, and diligence conn 
cerning the a£tions of Don Quixote in his third fal- 
ly, could never find any fatisfadiory and authentic 
account of them; only, fame hath preferved fome 
memoirs in la Mancha, by which it appears that 
Don Quixote, when he fet out the third time, went 
to SaragoiTa, where he was prefent at a moft cele- 
brated tournament, in which many things happened 
to him worthy of his genius and valour : but with 
regard to his death and burial, he could obtain no 
information ; and muft have xemained entirely igno- 
rant of that event, had he not luckily met with ah 
old phyfician, who had in his cuftody a leaden^box, 
which he faid he found under the foundation of an 
ancient hermitage that was repairing. This box con- 
tained fome £kins of parchment, on which were writ- 
ten in Gothic charadlets, and Caftillan verfe, many 
of our knight's exploits, with a defcription of Dulci- 
nea*s beauty, Rozinante's figure, Sailcho's fidelity, 
■and Don Quixote's own funeral, celebrated by di- 
vers epitaphs, and panegyrics on his life and morals. 
All that could be read and fairly copied, are thofe 
which are here inferted bv the faitnful author of this 
new and furprifing hiftory, who, in recompence for 

the 
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the immente trouble he has undergone in his enqui- 
ries, and in examining the archives of la Mancha, 
that he might publifti it with more certainty, deCires 
the reader to favour him with the fame credit which 
intelligent perfons give to thofe books of chivalry 
that pafs fo currently in the world ; and herewith he 
«7ill refl fully fatisiied ; and perhaps be animated to 
fearch after, and find out other hiftorieS) if not as au- 
thentic> at leaft as full of invention and entertainment. 
The verfes which were written in the firft flcin of 
parchment found in the leaden box were thefe. 

The academicians of Argamafilla, a town of la Man* 
cha, on the life and death of the valiant Don 
Quixote de la Mancha, hocfcrlpferunu 

Monicongpi academician of Argamafilla^ on the 

fepulchre of Don Quixote : 

EPITAPH. 

^T^ H E bully that la Mancha deck'd 

^ With fpoik that Ihame the Cretan Jafon, 

Whofe judgment ripe and wit unchecked 

The trumpet of renown ihall blazon \ 
That arm, whofe valour did extend 

To Gaeta, from remote Cathay, 
That mufe which did the welkin rend 

With verfe which brazen plates difplay ; 
Who Amadis left far behind, 

And deem'd Galaor a mere baby, 
Whofe valour with fuch luftre fliin'd 

As fliew*d cv'n Belianis fliabby ; 
He that on Rozinante rode, 
Now mingles with this clay -cold clod! 


Pani- 
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Baniguado, academician of Argamafilla, in prai& 

•of Dulcinea del Tobofo. 


S O N G. 

'Tp H E maid you fee with checks fo blouzff 
* High-chefted, vigorous, and frouzy, 
J)ulcinea, fam'd Tobofo *s princefs, 
Don Quixote's gen'^igps flame evinces: 
For her, on foot, he t jfl^xplore 
The fable mountain o*er and o'er. 
Through many a weary field did halt, 
And all through Rozinante's faiilt. 
Hard fate ! that fuch a dame fhould die 
In fpite of him and chivalry ; 
That he, whofe Heeds ev*n ftones proclaim. 
Should mourn a difappointed^ame! 

Caprichofo, a mod ingenious academician of Arga- 
mafilla, in praife of Rozinante, the renowned deed 
o£ Don Quixote de la Mancha. 

i^N a proud trunk of adamant, 

^^ Whofe bloody branches fmell'd of war. 

La Mancha*s frantic wight did plant 

His ftandard glitt'ring from afar. 
There hung his arms, therd gleam'd his fword, 

Thjtt wont to level, hack and hew, 
Yet {hall the wond'ring mufe afibrd 

For new exploits, a ftile that's new. 
Let Gaul of Amadisbe proud, 

Greece boaft the champions Ihe hath bore; 
Don Quixote triumphs o'er the croud 

Of all the warlike knights of yore. - 
For neither Gaul nor Greece can vie 
With fam'd La Mancha's chivalry* 

Ev'n 
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Ev^n Roziaante wears the bay ; 
Let Brilladore and Bayard bray *• 

Burladpr, and ArgamaGQan academiciani on SaRch^ 

Panza. 

SONG. 

tJ ERE Sancho view. M body fmall, 
*^ Buft great in woi.--, in a£bion clear^ 
The beft and iimpleft fquire of all 

The world e'er faW, I vow and fwear. 
An earl he fur^ly might have beea^ 

Had not this knavilh age of brafe^ 
With infolence and envious ff^een, 

Confpir'd againft him and. his s^s : 
That afs ! on which he ^ntly trotted 
.. At gentje Rozmmte'-s tail : 
Vain man I with flattering hope beCbtfedj 
, How^ in a dream^ til^y profpe£ls faill 

Cachidiabloj academician of ArgamafiUa^ on the |e« 

pulture of Don Quixote. 


a 


EPITAPH. 

^N Rozinante's back 

The knight that whilome travelled 
Thro' highway, path, and track, 

Is here bemir'd and gravelFd j 
And eke as ftiflF as he, 

The block of Sancho Panza, 
A trufty fquire perdie ! 

As ever mortal man faw. 

* The horfe of Orlando Furiofo was called Brigliadoro ; as Bdyardo 
was the name of the fteed belonging to Ruggiero, the fecond, if 
not the firfty hero in Ariofto*s incomparable poem* 

VoL.n. P ' Tiqui- 
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Tiqui* ^c, academician of Argamafilla, on the fepul- 
ture of Dulcinea del Tobofo. 

Tj£B.E lies Dulcinea^ once fo plump, 
-*^ But now her fat all melts away I 
For death, with an inhuman thump. 

Has turn'd her into dull and clay. 
Of a true breed Ihe furely fprung, 

And wanted not external grace ; 
Don Quixote's heart with love fhe ftung^ 

And ihone the glory of her race. 

Thcfc were all the verfes which could be read ; the- 
reft being worm-eaten, were delivered to an academi* 
cian, that he might attempt to unravel their meaning 
by conjefture. This talk, we underftand, he has per- 
formed with infinite pains and ftud^, intendine to 
publiih them to the world, in expe£t:ation of the uiird 
felly of Don Quixote. 


«< Forfe ajitri cantersl con nxiglior plettro 
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